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CASES  IN  CHANCERY, 


BEFORE   THE 


VICE-CHANCELLOR 

SIR  R.  T.  KINDERSLEY. 


SARAH  PROCTER,  MARY  ANN  PROCTER  and  gth  November. 
GEORGE  EVANS  THOMAS  v.  JOHN  COOPER       ^r^r^ 
and  HENRY  THOMAS  WORLEY.  £^S' 

Notice. 

1  HE  bill  was  by  the  personal  representatives  of  a  judg-  /#,,  on  the  oc- 
ment  creditor  against  a  purchaser,  alleged  to  have  notice,  casio"  of  ad- 
seeking  to  be  paid  in  priority  over  him.     It  was  admitted  cHent'?inoney 
that  the  purchaser  himself  had  notice,  but  it  was  alleged  to  B.,  had 
by  him  that  he  bought  from  one  who  had   purchased  ?u5' men*^b^°' 
without  notice.     The,  material  facts  were  as  follows : —     his  clerks ;  it 

did  not  appear 

On  the  2nd  July,  1847,  TFbr&y  borrowed  a  sum  of  result  of  their 
1500/.  from  Procter ,  on  a  promissory  note,  and  secured  search,  the 
it  by  a  warrant  of  attorney  to  confess  judgment,  which  ^^^  ludoment 
was  duly  entered  up  on  the  3rd  July.  against  B.,  or 

whether  they 

__-        ,,,         i«.«^jr^i  .!<■        1      communicated 

Warley,  the  debtor,  had  in  184*^  become  entitled  to  the  anything  to  A. 

equitable  reversion  of  certain  real  estate;  and  in  1846,  by  But  in  feet  the 

search  was 
made,  and  in  fact  there  was  a  prior  judgment  entered  up  against 
B.  j4,  afterwards  took  a  mortgage  otB.*s  property,  and  then  sold 
to  C.  Held,  that  the  facts  were  sufficient  evidence  of  notice  of 
the  judgment  to  A.,  so  as  to  affect  C.  the  purchaser,  and  let  in  the 
judgment. 
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the  death  of  the  tenant  for  life,  he  became  entitled  in  pos- 
session to  the  equitable  fee. 

On  the  7th  of  July,  1847,  a  Mr.  Kirbt/,  who  was  a 
certificated  conveyancer,  caused  a  judgment  to  be  entered 
up  against  Worley,  to  secure  a  debt  due  from  him  to  one 
Porter  Smith, 


On  the  24th  July,  1847,  Worley  gave  a  warrant  of 
attorney  to  one  Beasley  to  secure  2000/.  to  him,  and 
judgment  was  entered  up  on  the  Slst  July.  This  trans- 
action was  also  negociated  by  Kirby,  both  Smith  and 
Beasley  being  his  clients. 

On  the  30th  October,  1847,  Worley,  by  a  deed  to 
which  Smith,  Beasley  and  Kirby  were  parties,  conveyed 
to  Kirby  the  real  estate  above  mentioned  upon  trust  to 
secure  the  monies  due  from  him  to  Smith  and  Beagley. 

Cooper  afterwards  bought  from  Kirby  the  property 
comprised  in  the  deed  of  October,  1847.  It  was  ad- 
mitted that,  before  this  purchase.  Cooper  had  himself 
notice  of  the  judgment  in  favour  of  Procter,  The  ques- 
tion was,  whether  Kirby  had  notice  of  it  before  the  date  of 
the  deed  of  October,  1847.  On  this  point  the  evidence 
was  as  follows : — 


Kirby  was  examined,  and  his  depositions  were,  so  far 
as  they  are  material,  as  follows : 

''  Mr.  F,  Beasley  was  a  client  of  mine  in  June  and 

July,  1847.     I  negociated  a  loan  of  money  from  Mr. 

Beasley  to  Mr.  IFbrfey  on  the  24th  of  July,  1847.  Mr. 
Beasley  left  the  management  entirely  to  me." 


CASES    IN    CHANCERY.  8 

In  answer  to  a  question,  whether  previously  to  the  ad-  IS5S. 

vance  by  Beasley  he  caused  search  to  be  made  in  the  Proctkr 
book  of  judgments  in  the  Common  Pleas  for  any  judg-  and  Others 
ment  against  Worley^  his  answer  was,  "  I  believe  I  made  Coopbk 
the  search  on  the  9th  July,  1847;  but  whether  in  con-  and  Another, 
temptation  of  the  loan  by  Beasley^  I  cannot  remember. 
I  caused  the  search  to  be  made ;  I  did  not  search  myself. 
I  have  no  recollection  of  the  search  having  been  made, 
but  suppose  it  was,  when  I  look  at  this  paper  (a  paper 
put  into  the  witness's  hands),  in  which  a  charge  of  2s. 
is  made  for  searching.  The  paper  is  a  petty  disburse- 
ment paper.  The  entry  in  the  2nd  page,  '  searching  for 
d®  V.  Worleyi  means  searching  for  judgments  and  an- 
nuities against  Mr.  Worhy.  The  entry  is  under  date 
9th  July.  That  means  that  the  search  was  made  on  that 
day.  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  search  was 
made.  The  entry  is  in  the  hand-writing  of  one  of  my 
clerks.  The  practice  of  my  office  was,  when  searches 
were  made  to  communicate  the  result  to  me.  I  have  no 
recollection  whether  the  result  of  this  search  was  com- 
municated to  me."  Further  he  said,  in  reference  to  an- 
other loan  by  Beasley  and  Smith  to  Worley,  "  I  believe 
I  caused  search  to  be  made  in  the  registry  of  the  Common 
Pleas  on  the  24th  July,  1847,  because  I  find  this  entry 
made  in  the  petty  disbursement  paper  (this  was  an  entry 
under  date  24th  July,  1847),  *  searching  for  annuities 
and  judgments,  re  Worley^  2s,*" 

Two  of  Kirlys  clerks,  Choat  and  Oxley,  were  exa- 
mined; they  confirmed  the  statement,  that  it  was  the 
regular  practice  of  Kirby's  office  to  search  for  judg- 
ments ;  and  one  of  them  said  it  was  his  business  to  make 
the  searches,  and  he  had  no  doubt  he  had  searched  on 
the  occasion  of  the  loans  by  Smith  and  Beasley,  He 
did  not,  however,   state,  nor  did  it  otherwise  appear, 
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whether  he  had  found  the  judgment  of  Procter^  nor 
whether  he  had  communicated  the  result  of  his  search  to 
jSTirfiy. 

Lisle,  the  purchaser's  solicitor,  was  examined,  and  he 
proved  that  he  had  enquired  of  Kirhy  whether  he  had 
notice  of  Procters  judgment  when  he  took  the  mortgage, 
and  that  Kirhy  said  he  had  not ;  but  Lisle  did  not  ask 
Kirhy  whether  he  had  searched.  This  was  the  material 
evidence. 


Mr.  Baily  and  Mr.  Cole  for  the  Plaintiff. 

They  relied  on  the  evidence  of  Kirhy  and  Choat,  as 
showing  that  Kirhy  had  in  effect  searched  for  judgments 
against  Worley,  If  he  had  done  so,  that  was  enough 
to  fix  him  with  notice ;  and  the  purchaser  claiming 
through  him,  must  be  postponed.  They  cited  Hodgson 
V.  I>ean  (a). 

Mr.  Bacon  and  Mr.  Bevir  for  the  Defendant  Cooper, 
the  purchaser. 

1st.  As  to  the  alleged  notice  to  Kirhy ;  his  evidence 
is  not  sufficient  to  show  notice  before  the  deed  of  Oc- 
tober, 1847.  Kirhy  does  not  say  he  searched,  nor  is  it 
proved  in  any  other  way  that  he  did.  He  admits  a  charge 
for  searching,  and  supposes  therefore  that  search  had 
been  made :  but  that  is .  mere  inference,  and  the  Court 
will  not  in  a  case  of  constructive  notice  admit  any  thing 
short  of  positive  proof  of  the  facts,  from  which  notice  is 
to  be  inferred.  They  referred  to  Tolland  v.  Stainhridge(h) 
and  Hine  v.  Dodd  (c). 


(a)  Z  Sim.  &  Stu.  221. 
(fc)  3  Ves.  478. 


(c)  2  Alk.  %75, 
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Sndly.  Cooper  has  done  all  that  he  could  do,  and  all  1853. 

that  he  was  bound  to  do.     He  caused  his  solicitor  to        Procter 
enquire  of  Kirby  whether  he  had  notice,  and  Kirly  said     and  Others 
he  had  not.     What  could  Cooper  do  more  ?     He  had  no        Coo'pbe 
means  of  ascertaining  whether  Cooper  had  or  had  not    and  Another, 
notice,  except  by  enquiring  of  him :  Jones  v.  Smith  (a). 
They  cited  also  Wallace  w.  Lord  Donegal  {b)  and  Wyatt 
V.  Barwell(c). 

The  Vice-Chancellor: 

It  is  not  contested  that  when  Cooper  purchased  from  the 
mortgagee,  he  had  actual  notice  of  the  judgment  of  Procter. 
At  the  time  of  the  completion  of  the  transaction,  the  fact 
of  there  being  that  judgment  was  communicated  to  his 
solicitor;  but  then  he  was  told  that  though  he  himself 
had  notice,  yet  if  Kirby  had  not  notice  when  he  took 
the  mortgage  in  1847,  although  he  might  since  have  had 
such  notice,  he  Cooper  might  shelter  himself  under  the 
absence  of  notice  to  Kirby,  and  might  safely  purchase 
the  mortgaged  property.  In  order  to  ascertain  whether 
Kirby  had  notice  or  not,  Lisle,  Cooper's  solicitor,  asked 
him  the  question;  Kirby  answered  that  he  had  not. 
Now  if  it  is  proved  that  in  fact  Kirby  had  notice,  his 
answering  to  Lisle*s  inquiries,  that  he  had  not,  is  of  no 
value  whatever.  The  question,  therefore,  is  one  of  fact : 
had  Kirby,  or  had  he  not,  when  he  took  the  mortgage  of 
October,  1847,  notice  of  this  judgment  of  Procter's? 
That  is  the  whole  question  now.  Kirby  has  been  ex- 
amined as  a  witness;  and,  besides  Kirby,  his  clerks 
Ckoat  and  Oxley  have  been  examined,  and  the  result  of 
the  examination  stated  shortly  is  this :  Kirby  does  not 
say  he  had  not  notice ;  on  the  contrary,  what  he  says  is 

(a)  1  Hare,  43  ;    1  Phil.  251.         (c)  19  Ves.  435. 
(6)  iDrury  &  Walsh,  461. 
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in  substance,  "  I  cannot  state  specifically,  as  a  matter  of 
recollection,  what  exactly  was  done  as  to  searching  for 
judgments,  and  what  was  communicated  to  me  as  the  re- 
sult of  such  search ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  I  caused 
search  to  be  made."  (The  Vice-Chancellor  referred  to  the 
passage  in  the  evidence,  p.  3.)  Kirhy  says  also,  that  it  is 
his  universal  practice  to  make  searches  when  he  lends 
his  client's  money,  and  he  refers  to  the  entry  in  his  dis- 
bursement book.  (The  Vice-Chancellor  referred  to  the 
document  stated  in  p.  3.)  Choai  says  also,  that  it  was 
Kirbifs  practice  to  have  searches  made ;  that  it  was  his 
business,  and  he  has  no  doubt  he  did  make  them.  I  can- 
not doubt  then,  on  the  evidence  of  both  Kirhy  and  Choat, 
that  search  for  judgments  was  made,  not  only  on  the  9th 
of  July,  but  on  several  subsequent  occasions.  What 
communication  of  the  result  of  his  search  Choat  made  to 
Kirhy y  does  not  appear ;  but  it  is  clear  that  search  was 
made.  Now,  if  search  was  actually  made,  that  is  suffi- 
cient, because  the  judgment  was  entered ;  it  matters  not 
then  that  there  is  no  distinct  evidence  what  the  clerk's 
report  to  Kirhy  was ;  whether  he  reported  that  there  was 
or  that  there  was  not  a  judgment ;  there  was  one,  in  fact, 
and  search  was  made.  I  am  satisfied  that  upon  this 
evidence,  without  adverting  to  the  other  circumstances 
(his  Honor  observed  on  the  general  aspect  of  the  trans- 
action as  raising  a  strong  probability  of  notice  in  Kirhy), 
a  jury  would  come  to  the  conclusion  that  Kirhy  had 
actual  and  positive  knowledge  of  Procter's  judgment. 
And  being  of  that  opinion,  I  must  make  the  declaration 
asked  for  by  the  bill. 
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FOOTNER  i;.  COOPER.  i853  : 

9th  November. 

1  HIS   case  came  on   upon   a  motion  for  a   decree.  ^^frj^ 

a.  Cooper  made  his    will   in   1816,   in  the   following  Construction. 

words : — "  First,  I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  unto  my  Estate. 

dear  and  loving  wife  Sarah  Cooper,  all  those  my  three  j^^^ 

cottage  houses,  or  tenements,  gardens,  orchards,  here-  Words. 

ditaments,  premises,  with  all  the  appurtenances  thereunto  ^i  "'^  *^ 

belonging,  together  with  all   my  household  goods  and  *^  property.'* 

chattels^  monies,  credits,  property  and  effects  of  every  sort   . 

'  r     r     J  •'A  testator  gave 

and  kind  whatsoever  and  wheresoever,  that  I  shall  or  specific  real  es- 
raay  have  power  to  dispose  of  at  the  time  of  my  decease,  ^^^  and  his 
to  and  for  her  use  and  benefit  for  and  during  her  natural  lyfonertv  and    ' 
life ;  and  after  her  decease,  I  give  and  bequeath  all  the  effects  to  his 
aforesaid  houses,  tenements,  gardens,  orchards  and  ap-      f  ^^   ,   » 
purtenances,  with  all  monies,  rights,  credits,  household  death  he  gave 
furniture,  and  att/?roper^y  whatever  that  shall  he  remain-  ^^^  aforesaid 
ing  after  my  wife^s  decease,  unto  and  equally  between  all  ^^^i^^  J^^ 
my  children,  namely,  Thomas  Cooper,  William  Cooper,  all  monies, 
James  Cooper,  Sarah  wife  of  William  Earney,  Susanna  ""^^^V,  ^^^^^^^ 
wife  of  Thomas  Newman,  Betty  Cooper.     And   I  will  property  what- 
and  bequeath  that  Mary  Cooper,  the  widow  of  my  late  ever  that 
son  Robert,  may  have  one  equal  part  or  share  between  ^^y^\^a  after 
her  and  her  children,  the  same  as  if  my  said  son  Robert  his  wife's  de- 
was  now  living."  cease/' to  his    . 
^                                                                              children. 

Held,  that 
The  testator  died,  leaving  his  wife  and  children  and  ^^®  children 
grandchildren  living;    the  widow  died  in   1819.     The  estate  in  fee. 
PlaintifiT  was  a  purchaser  from  some  of  the  children  of 
the  testator  of  what  they  considered  their  share  of  his 
real  estate,  and  the  sole   question  was  whether  under 
the  will  they  took  in  fee  or  not. 
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The  state  of  the  family  was  very  complicated;  the 
Defendants  on  the  record  were  interested  in  contending 
that  the  will  passed  only  estates  in  remainder  for  life, 
expectant  on  the  decease  of  the  testator's  wife, 

Mr.  E.  F.  Smith,  for  the  Plaintiff. 

Mr.  Follett  for  the  Defendants  on  the  record,  objected 
that  several  parties  interested  were  not  before  the  Court. 
On  this  point  Mr.  Smith  referred  to  the  dOth  &  51st 
sections  of  the  Chancery  Amendment  Act,  15  &  16  Vict, 
c.  86.    The  cause  was  allowed  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Smith,  The  only  question  is,  whether  the  will 
passed  a  fee  after  the  death  of  the  wife.  He  cited 
Patton  V.  Randall  {a).  There  the  word  property  was 
used  without  being  allocated  with  personal  estate;  he 
cited  also  Edwards  w,  Barnes  (b);  Doe  v.  Roberts  (c). 


Mr.  Follett  for  the  Defendants  on  the  record.  In 
the  1st  clause  the  word  "property"  is  clearly  used  only 
to  describe  personal  estate.  The  testator  must  not  be 
intended  to  have  used  it  in  the  second  branch  in  a  more 
extended  sense.  In  Patton  v.  Randall,  the  question 
was  whether  the  word  property  included  at  all  the  real 
estate. 

Where  words  are  used  sufficient  to  pass  real  estate  for 
life,  there  is  no  case  to  show  that  the  word  property 
will  extend  that  to  a  fee.  He  cited  on  this  point 
Woollam  V.  Kenworthy(d).  There  there  was  a  gift  of  real 
estate  sufficient  to  pass  all  the  real  estate  he  intended  to 
The  word  property  thrown  in  afterwards,  was 


(a)  1  Jac.  &  W.  189. 
(6)  2  Bing.  25S. 


(c)  11  Add.  &  El.  1000. 

(d)  9  Ves.  187. 
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held  not  to  extend  the  gift  of  the  real  estates.    That  is  1853. 

the  same  case  as  this.     Doe  v.  Rout  (a).    Here  there  is       Footner 
first  a  gift  of  all  that  the  testator  had  of  real  estate.  v- 

COOFBR. 

The  Vice-Chanckllor  : 

The  question  is,  whether  there  is  in  this  will  a 
clear  expression  of  intention  to  give  all  the  testator's 
estate  and  interest.  As  to  the  language  used  in  the  gift 
to  his  wife  for  life^  there  may  be  doubt  whether  the 
words  would  have  the  efiect  of  giving  a  fee  in  remainder. 
But  when  the  testator  first  gives  all  his  real  and  personal 
property  to  his  wife  for  her  life  expressly,  and  then  goes 
on  to  give  the  **  aforesaid  houses,  &c./'  and  ''  all  pro- 
perty whatever,  &c.,  that  shall  be  remaining  after  his 
wife's  decease/'  the  question  is  whether  the  word  "  pro- 
perty" is  not  sufficient  to  embrace  not  only  any  other 
real  estate,  but  all  the  testator's  interest  in  any  other 
real  estate,  and  all  his  interest  in  the  particular  lands 
before  devised. 

The  word  '^  property"  is  of  extensive  signification.  It 
may  mean  personal  estate ;  it  may  mean  real  estate ;  it 
may  apply  to  either,  or  both,  and  it  may  include  all  the 
estate  and  interest  in  that  which  is  given.  In  this  case 
the  words  "  all  property  whatever  that  shall  be  remain- 
ing, &c.,"  bear,  I  think,  the  interpretation  of  **  all  the 
remainder  of  my  property  after  the  determination  of  the 
wife's  life  estate."  If  that  had  been  the  actual  language 
used,  there  could  have  been  no  doubt  that  the  fee  would 
pass,  and  that  appears  to  me  to  be  the  legitimate  con- 
struction of  the  words. 


There  are  some  collateral  considerations  which  support 
(a)  7  Taunt.  79. 
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this  view ;  one  is  that  when  the  testator  means  to  give  a 
life  estate  merely,  he  expresses  it ;  1  do  not,  however,  lay 
much  stress  upon  that.  Another  consideration  which  is 
entitled  to  more  weight  is  this ;  in  the  direction  as  to  the 
share  of  Mary  Cooper^  the  testator  says,  she  is  to  have 
"  one  equal  part  or  share  between  her  and  her  children, 
the  same  as  if  my  said  son  Robert  was  now  living." 
Now  if  the  testator  had  intended  Mary  Cooper  and  her 
children  only  to  have  life  estates,  this  is  to  be  observed : 
Robert^  if  he  were  living,  could  only  have  an  estate  for 
his  own  life ;  but  his  widow  and  children  are  to  have 
the  same.  Now  they  cannot  have  an  estate  for  the  life 
of  Robert,  who  was  dead ;  it  must  be  intended,  therefore, 
if  they  are  to  be  put  in  his  place,  and  to  have  the  same 
estate  as  if  he  were  living,  that  must  be  an  absolute 
estate. 


However,  I  decide  the  case  on  the  language  of  the 
gift  in  remainder,  independently  of  the  last  argument,  and 
am  of  opinion  that  a  fee  passes  to  the  children. 
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CHARLES  PRYCE  v.  FREDERICK   BURY  and         1853: 

ELIZA  PRYCE.  ^'^  Nc^ber. 

ConMruction. 

By  the  settlement  made  on  the  marriage  of  John  Bury  ^'  *"^  ?•  Y^^^ 

©  :f  tenants  m  tail 

and  Charlotte  Pryce,  John   Bury  covenanted  to  sur-  in  common  of 
render  certain  copyhold  property  to  the  use  of  himself  copyhold  pre- 
fer life ;    remainder  to  Charlotte  Pryce  for  life  ;    re-  ^ross  remain- 
mainder  to  the  use  of  the  children  of  the  said  J.  Bury  ders. 
by  the  said  C.  Pryce  as  J.  Bury  should  appoint,  and,  in  ^^^  ^  certain 
default,  to  the  use  of  all  such  children  as  tenants  in  tail  sums  of  money, 
in  common,  with  cross  remainders.     The  premises  were  *?![  ^'^5  ^^% 
duly  surrendered,  and  J.  Bury  admitted  tenant  for  life.     {^^  whole  pro- 
perty were  de- 
There  was  issue  of  the  marriage  two  children  and  no  fh"iei,d^j  ^nd 
more^  John  W.  Bury,  who  died  before  the  institution  of  A.  signed  a 

the  suit,  and  F.  Bury,  the  Defendant.  memorandum 

^  of  deposit,  un- 

dertaking to 
J.  Bury  died  in  1822,  without  having  exercised  his  surrender  his 
power  of  appointment.     Charlotte  Bury  died  in  1823,  g^g^gd  ^t  the 
and  thereupon  the  two  sons  became  tenants  in  tail  in  foot  the  follow- 
common  in  possession.   In  this  state  of  things, -FreefericA  '"^  memoran- 
Bury  applied  on  behalf  of  his  brother  J.  W,  Bury  to  in  the  deposit." 
the  plaintiff,  for  a  loan  of  600/.,  and  the  Plaintiff  ac-      ^:  died, 
quiesced  and  lent  the  500/.,  taking  the  promissory  note  remainderman 
of  J.  W.  Bury,  and  taking  also  a  deposit  of  the  title  in  tail  of  bis 
deeds  of  the  property  of  which  the  brothers  were  tenants  ™°jf 'ij  *i, 
in  tail  in  common.     The  deposit  was  accompanied  by  a  the  debt  was 

memorandum  in  writing  in  the  following  terms :  •  charge  on  the 

moiety  which 
had  been  ^.'s, 
"  The  above  deeds  and  muniments  are  deposited  with  but  not  on  that 

Charles  Pryce,  Esq.,  as  collateral  security  for  the  pay-  jfaroriginidly 

tenant  in  tail. 
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ment  of  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds^  for  which  I 
have  this  day  given  a  promissory  note  to  him,  and  I 
hereby  engage  to  make  a  formal  surrender  of  my  interest 
in  the  estate  to  which  the  said  deeds  relate,  by  way  of 
further  security,  whenever  thereunto  required.  Dated 
28th  January,  1846.     John  William  Bury, 


I  join  in  the  deposit. 


«  Frederick  Buryr 


There  was  a  further  transaction  of  exactly  the  same 
kind  on  a  further  advance  of  500/.  by  Pryce  to  J.  W.  Bury. 

J.  W.  Bury  duly  paid  the  interest  up  to  the  7th 
August,  1849,  and  he  died  on  the  24th  December,  1850, 
unmarried,  and  giving  by  his  will  all  his  real  and  per- 
sonal estate  to  F.  Bury.  The  principal  debt  and  some 
interest  being  unpaid,  Pryce  filed  his  bill  against  F.Bury, 
and  against  a  judgment  creditor  of  the  Pefendant,  to 
have  the  whole  of  the  premises  vested  in  F,  Bury,  as 
well  his  own  as  the  moiety  which  had  been  his  brother's, 
declared  charged  with  the  mortgage  debt. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Cooper,  for  the  Plaintiff. 

The  form  of  the  memorandum  shows  that  the  deposit 
was  intended  to  charge  the  whole.  The  words  of  the 
Defendant  are,  "  I  join  in  the  deposit.  F.  Bury"  Now 
the  effect  of  the  deposit  of  the  deeds  ^  was  to  charge  the 
estate  comprised  in  the  deeds.  F.  Bury  therefore  in- 
tended to  charge  his  own  moiety  as  surety  for  his 
brother. 


Mr.  Glasse,  for  the  Defendant  F.  Bury. 

No  portion  of  the  estate  is  charged.      J.  W.  Bury 
was  tenant  in  tail  of  a  moiety,  with  remainder  to  his 
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brother.  F.  Bury  does  not  join  in  the  undertaking  to 
surrender,  but  only  in  the  deposit  The  estate  tail  of 
J.  W.  Bury  descends  to  F.  Bury  uncharged ;  for 
•/.  TF.  Bury  not  having  barred  his  estate  tail,  F.  Bury 
takes  by  the  settlement  what  was  J*  W.  Bury^s  estate, 
unfettered.  If  that  is  not  the  effect,  at  least  F.  Bury*s 
moiety  is  untouched.  He  never  meant  to  bar  himself; 
all  that  he  intended  was  to  enable  his  brother  to  part 
with  the  deeds,  which  he  could  not  do  without  F.  Bury's 
consent 
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BUKT 

and  Another. 


Mr.  De  Oex  with  him. 

A  deposit  of  deeds  will  no  doubt  secure  a  debt  due 
from  the  owner  of  the  estate,  but  it  will  not  of  itself 
charge  the  estate  of  another  person  not  the  debtor.  In 
this  case,  by  the  deposit,  nothing  was  charged  but  the 
estate  of  W.  J.  Bury  for  life.  But,  at  any  rate,  the 
form  of  the  memorandum  shows  that  F.  Bury  never 
meant  to  charge  his  own  estate.  The  words  used  afford 
no  presumption  of  intention  to  charge  his  estate,  but 
merely  an  intention  to  ratify  the  effect  of  the  deposit  as 
to  his  brother. 

Mr.  Fischer,  for  the  judgment  creditor  on  F.  Bury*8 
estate,  observed,  that  the  memorandum  was  single ;  if 
F.  Bury  had  intended  to  charge  his  estate,  it  would  have 
been  joint.  As  to  the  effect  of  a  mere  deposit,  he  cited 
Chapman  v.  Chapman  (a). 

Mr.  Cooper,  in  reply. 

It  is  said  that  F.  Bury  is  not  bound  as  to  his  estate 
in  remainder;    but  when  a  party  does  an  act,  he  is 


(a)  IS  Beav.  308. 
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V, 

Burt 
and  Another. 


estopped  from  disputing  its  effect.  F,  Bury  has  bound 
himself^  on  joining  in  the  deposes  to  do  all  that  is  requi* 
site  to  make  an  effectual  mortgage.  The  deposit  was 
for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  security;  that  is  what 
F.  Bury  joined  in ;  that  is,  he  joined  in  creating  an 
equitable  mortgage  of  the  premises  comprised  in  the 
deposited  deeds. 

The  Vice-Chancellor  : 

The  first  question  is,  whether  any  part  of  the  property, 
the  subject  of  the  claim,  is  liable  to  the  mortgage.  The 
second,  whether,  supposing  one  moiety  liable,  the  moiety 
of  which  F.  Bury  is  tenant  in  tail  is  liable,  as  well  as 
J.  William  Bury's  moiety. 


As  to  the  first  question,  it  appears  that  the  advance 
was  made  to  «/.  W.  Bury  on  the  application  of  his 
brother  F,  Bury.  The  latter,  on  behalf  of  his  brother, 
applied  for  a  loan  to  him,  which  Pryce  agreed  to 
grant,  and  then  the  memorandum  which  has  been  re- 
ferred to  was  made  by  J.  W.  Bury.  Now,  as  to  the 
effect  of  this,  J.  W.  Bury  was  at  that  time  tenant  in  tail 
of  one  moiety  of  the  premises ;  he  had  in  effect  there- 
fore absolute  dominion  over  it,  and  might  have  been 
compelled  to  do  all  necessary  acts  to  confer  a  good  title 
to  his  moiety.  The  memorandum  signed^by  J.  W,  Bury 
expresses  the  money  to  be  borrowed  by  him;  that  it 
was  his  debt;  that  his  moiety  was  to  be  the  security. 
No  doubt  if  J.  W.  Bury,  being  only  tenant  in  tail,  had 
died  leaving  issue  without  doing  anything  further,  his 
issue  would  have  taken,  and  his  contract  would  have 
been  inoperative  to  bind  them.  So,  if  he  had  died  with- 
out issue,  the  remainderman  would  have  taken  free  from 
J,  W,  Bury's  charge.  «/.  W.  Bury  had  no  issue,  and 
his   brother  F.  Bury  was   the  remainderman.      Being 
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so,  he  signs  at  the  foot  of  the  memorandum  the  note 
referred  to — "  I  join  in  the  deposit/'  What  did  he  join 
for?  Why  to  make  the  moiety  of  which  his  brother  was 
tenant  in  tail  with  remainder  to  himself,  a  security  for 
the  500/. ;  that  was  the  purpose  in  view,  and  for  that 
jP.  Bury  joined.  The  language  expresses  on  the  face 
of  it  the  purpose ;  that  it  was  to  secure  the  debt  not  on 
the  whole  property,  but  on  J.  W.  Bury^s  moiety.  And 
there  is  no  ground  for  saying  that  F,  Bury's  joining  in 
the  deposit  makes  liable  his  own  moiety,  which  was 
never  intended  to  be  a  security.  It  appears  to  me,  that 
the  fair  construction  of  the  memorandum  is  this :  the  de- 
posit was  made  to  secure  500/.  on  the  moiety  of  which 
•/.  W.  Bury  was  tenant  in  tail  and  F,  Bury  tenant  in 
remainder,  and  on  that  moiety  only :  there  was  no  inten- 
tion to  make  the  other  moiety  a  security.  The  declara- 
tion must  therefore  be,  that  the  moiety  of  which  J.  TT. 
Bury  was  tenant  in  tail  is,  as  against  F.  Bury,  liable  as 
a  security  for  the  debt. 


0. 

Burt 
and  Another. 


The  decree  embraced  the  whole  1000/.  and  interest ; 
the  transaction  as  to  the  second  500/.  being  precisely  the 
same  as  that  relating  to  the  first  sum  of  500/. 
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1853.  TAYLOR  V.  RICHARDSON. 
10  &  11  Nov. 

WilL  The  question  in  this  cause  arose  on  the  will  of  James 

Blanks^  Will.  '^^V^^*   The  probate  of  the  will  was  delivered  out  by  the 

A  testator  gave  Ecclesiastical  Court,  with  the  omission  of  several  words 

to  his  wife  the  ^^^  figures  which  had  been  erased,  so  as  to  leave  blanks, 

income  of  his  ® 
property  in  the 

funds,  East  The  will  as  delivered  out  was  as  follows  :  — 

India  Stock  or 

elsewhere,  for  ^*  After  payment  of  my  funeral  and  testamentary  ex- 

her  life.    The  penses  (for  I  know  of  no  debts),  it  is  my  wish  that  the 

all  such  funds  nurse  of  my  dear  Elkn  should  be  presented  with  one 

and  stock  and     \hlanK\  pounds  {£ )  [blanh],   at  the  time  of  my 

bequeathed  decease,  the  sum  of  (£50)  fifty  pounds  each.     The  nurse 

and  devised  as  above  alluded  to  was  commonly  called  Nana.    I  leave  to 

follows  -"-He  ^jy  Qi^jy  surviving  sister,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Aubin,  widow, 

*'  one-half  of  the  sum  of  (£1,0(X))  one  thousand  pounds.     For  all  the 

my  [here  there  above  purposes  I  reckon  the  [blank]  will  be  more  than 

son  MontaJue  *™pl®  5  the  balance  to  form  part  of  my  residuary  estate. 

James,  to  be  In  order  more  fully  to  carry  into  effect  my  intentions,  I 

under  his  own  hg^eby  nominate  and  appoint  my  beloved  wife,  Frances 

other  moiety  Maria  (formerly  TFi7/iaiif«)  to  be  my  executrix,  jointly 

'?  trust  for  ^ith  my  son  Montague  James  Taylor,  as  executor.     I 

the  children  ,                ,  ,             ,                     #.         .  i   ,    i        ,      .« 

of  my  daughter  *®^v®  *^"d  bequeath   to  my  aforesaid  beloved  wife  my 

FannyJ'    He  house  and  furniture,  plate,  linen,  wardrobe,  wines,  pic- 

ex^cutor  and  tures,  books  and  china,  together  with  carriages,  horses, 

residuary  lega-  and  all  her  own  personal  paraphernalia  of  jewels,  &c.  to 

tee.    Held,  that  bg  ^t  her  sole  disposal,  as  well  as  the  balance  of  cash  at 

no  construction  ,.         .,             ^            «>-,,.,        it^ 

could  be  put  on  ^Y  bankers  Messrs.    Coutts  gf  Co.,   besides   the   Ex- 

the  blanks,  and  chequer  bills  in  their  hands  and  accruing  interest  thereon. 

I?duarJ'le"atee",  ^"  ^^^^^  ^  ^  ^^  [blank]  and  behoof.     I  also  bequeath 

took  the  whole,  to  my  beloved  wife  aforesaid  the  whole  income  arising  out 
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of  my  property  in  the  funds.  East  India  Stock  or  else- 
where that  I  now  possess  or  may  hereafter  be  entitled 
tOy  to  be  held  at  her  disposal  during  the  term  of  her 
natural  life.  The  principal  of  all  such  funds  and  stock 
(including  188  shares  in  the  American  United  States 
Bank,  which  cost  £4,711  :  !&.,  on  which  dividends  have 
stopped  since  1839,)  or  other  property,  wherever  the 
same  may  be,  I  bequeath  and  devise  as  follows:  —  I 
bequeath  the  one  one-half  of  my  [blank]  son  Montague 
James,  to  be  under  his  own  control,  and  the  other  moiety 
in  trust,  to  be  held  subject  to  the  education  and  settle- 
ment in  life  of  the  children  of  my  daughter  JPanny 
Richardson,  with  benefit  of  survivorship,  to  be  appor- 
tioned equally,  share  and  share  alike,  as  they  may  arrive 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  or  upon  the  marriage  of 
the  girls,  at  the  discretion  of  my  son  Montague  James, 
and  I  hereby  appoint  him  the  trustee  accordingly,  and 
to  be  my  residuary  legatee." 
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Taylor 

0. 
RlCHARMON. 


The  bill  was  filed  by  Montague  James  Taylor,  the 
only  son  of  the  testator,  and  one  of  his  executors,  to 
have  the  direction  of  the  Court.  The  Defendants  were 
the  testator's  widow  and  the  children  of  Fanny  Richard- 


son. 


Mr.  Prendergast  for  the  PlaintifiT. 

The  early  blanks  need  not  be  considered,  as  the 
Plaintiff  has  done  what  he  believed  the  testator  wished. 
The  question  is,  what  is  the  efiect  to  be  given  to  the 
clause  as  to  the  moiety  for  the  children  of  Fanny  Rich- 
ardson. There  is  after  the  words  *^  I  give  the  one-half  of 
my''  a  gap,  which  can  only  be  construed  by  the  subse- 
quent part;  that  subsequent  passage  does  not  explain 
the  preceding  blank.    The  will  is  therefore,  as  to  that 

VOL.  n.  c 


18 


1853. 


Taylor 

V. 
RiCBARDSOK* 


CASES    IN    CHANCERY. 

part,  insensible.  He  cited  Hunt  v.  Hort  (a),  Miller  v. 
Travers(b)y  Simmons  ▼.  Rudall{c).  The  Court  can 
only  look  at  the  probate ;  it  cannot  look  at  the  original 
will:  AlUn  v.  M*Pher$on{d).  It  cannot  conjecture 
what  did  or  might  have  filled  the  blanks,  and  there  is 
nothing  in  the  context  to  indicate  what  was  the  property 
of  which  the  testator  desired  to  give  one  moiety  to  his 
son,  and  the  other  moiety  in  trust  for  the  children  of 
Fanny  Richardson.  This  portion  of  the  will  is  there- 
fore void  for  uncertainty,  and  the  express  residuary  clause 
must  take  efiect  in  favour  of  the  Plaintiff. 


Mr.  Nalder  for  the  widow. 

Mr.  G.  Z.  Russell  for  the  Defendants,  the  children  of 
Fanny  Richardson, 

The  Court  will  struggle  against  a  construction  which 
takes  away  everything  from  F.  Richardson's  children. 

There  is  a  gift  of  the  whole  property  to  the  wife  for 
life.  The  testator  is  dealing  with  the  entirety.  Then 
he  gives  the  same  principal,  that  is  the  whole;  the 
will  cannot  therefore  be  read  as  one  gift  of  the  whole 
by  this  clause,  and  a  separate  gift  of  the  residue  by 
the  final  clause;  but  the  whole  must  be  read  as  one  gift. 
The  whole  of  the  clause,  after  the  gift  to  the  wife  for 
life,  must  be  construed  as  one  sentence ;  not  as  a  gift  of 
the  whole  and  then  of  a  residue,  which  cannot  exist,  if 
the  first  part  is  a  gift  of  the  whole.  You  must  therefore 
transpose  the  latter  part  of  the  clause  and  read  it  thus, 
"  The  whole  of  my  property  I  bequeath  to  my  son,  my 


(a)  3  Br.  C.  C.  311. 
(6)  8  Bingh.  244. 


(c)  I  Sim.  N.S.  115. 
{d)  1  Phil.  133. 
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residuary  legatee^**  not  for  his  own  benefit,  but  as  a 
trustee.  Then,  so  reading  it,  all  that  remains  is  to  ascer- 
tain for  whom  is  the  trust ;  the  answer  to  that  is  shown 
by  the  general  intention, — the  trust  is  for  the  children  of 
jP.  JRicAardsan  as  to  one  moiety,  and  for  himself  as  to 
the  other,  these  being  throughout  the  objects  of  the 
testator's  bounty. 

But  then  it  is  said,  I  must  assume  the  blanks  to  indi- 
cate aa  inchoate  intention.  But  this  is  not  like  Hunt  v. 
Hart,  there  the  blanks  must  be  filled  up,  otherwise 
there  was  no  gift  at  all ;  but  here  you  may  construe  the 
will  without  filling  up  the  blanks.  If  the  word  "  of"  is 
read  **  to,"  in  the  bequest  of  the  first  half,  that  explains 
the  whole  >  and  the  Court  frequently  alters  words  to  give 
sense  to  a  will. 

The  Vice-Chancellor,  without  calling  for  a  reply : 

The  testator  made  a  will,  which  I  am  to  regard  as 
containing  blanks.  The  Ecclesiastical  Court  says,  the 
will  is  an  instrument  in  such  and  such  words,  and  in  cer- 
tain places,  such  and  such  blanks ;  it  is,  indeed,  manifest 
that  there  are  such  blanks,  because,  in  every  case,  if  you 
x^ead  the  will  without  the  blanks,  you  make  absolute  non- 
sense. However,  the  Ecclesiastical  Court  has  delivered 
out  probate  with  blanks,  and  I  am  bound  to  look  at  them- 
as  part  of  the  will. 
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Now  the  blanks  may  have  arisen  in  two  ways ;  it  may 
be  either  that  the  testator  originally  \e(i  blanks,  in  which 
case  he  had  not  made  up  his  mind  what  to  put  into  them ; 
or  else  the  testator  had  put  something  into  the  spaces 
which  are  now  blanks,  and  has  since  struck  that  matter  out; 
and  then  it  does  not  appear  what  he  intended  to  substitute. 
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Now  as  to  the  particular  blank  which  is  in  question. 
The  testator  first  expresses  his  intention  in  a  whole  sen- 
tence ;  he  bequeaths  to  his  wife  the  whole  income, — about 
that  there  is  no  doubt :  then  he  goes  on,  **  the  principal 
of  all  such  funds,  &c.  I  bequeath  and  devise  as  follows," 
so  far  still,  there  would  be  no  doubt :  then  comes  the  sen- 
tence containing  the  blank.  Now,  if  I  could  find  in  that 
sentence  even  a  clear  intention  to  give  any  thing  to  the 
son,  there  is  at  any  rate  no  indication  of  what  is  given ; 
there  is  a  blank,  which  the  testator  might  have  filled  up, 
but  he  has  not.  Can  I  supply  that,  and  suppose  he  meant 
to  give  one-half  of  the  property  before  described  to  his  son 
for  his  own  benefit, and  the  other  half  on  trust?  If  I  did, 
I  should  be  making  a  will  for  him.  Then  it  is  inge- 
nibusly  argued  that  the  alteration  of  one  word,  the  word 
"  of,"  into  the  word  "  to,"  would  make  the  whole  sensible, 
and  80  it  would,  and  no  doubt  this  Court  will  sometimes 
alter  words  to  carry  into  effect  the  clear  intention  of  a 
testator.  But  here  the  testator  has  not  so  clearly  ex- 
pressed his  intention  as  to  render  the  alteration  of  the 
word  inevitable ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  clear  that  he  in- 
tended to  bequeath  one-half  of  something  to  his  son,  and 
he  meant  to  describe,  but  has  not  described  that  some- 
thing. If  I  altered  the  word  "  of,"  I  should  be  making 
the  alteration  to  defeat  and  not  to  aid  the  clear  intention, 
which  was  to  leave  at  some  time  some  portion  of  his 
property,  so  that  one-half  should  go  to  his  son,  and  the 
other  half  to  the  children  of  his  daughter ;  but  he  has 
never  completed  that  intention ;  he  has  not  told  us  what 
the  property  is  which  he  intended  so  to  dispose  of;  the 
consequence  is,  that  the  residuary  gift  to  the  son  takes 
effect,  and  nothing  is  taken  out  of  it. 
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DEACON  V.  COLQUHOUN.  ^^  J«5«  =^ 

25  November. 

Frances  deacon,  by  her  will,  dated  the  15lh    Advancement. 

of  May,   1848,  gave,   devised  and  bequeathed  all  her  J-^b^^hTr^i^u" 

real  and  personal  estate,  whatsoever  and  wheresoever,  gave  all  her 

unto  her  affectionate  sister  Katharine  Colquhcun  wife  of  esute  to  her 

James  Colquhoun,  two  of  the  Defendants,  to  hold  the  wards' she 

same  unto  her  said  sister,  her  heirs,  executors,  adminis-  transferred 

trators  and  assigns,  according  to  the  nature  thereof  re-  V^^^  ^^  ^°®''' 
^    '  ^  joint  names,  as 

spectively,  for  her  own  absolute  use  and  benefit;  and  she  It  appeared,  for 

thereby  appointed  the  said  Katharine  Colquhoun  to  be  the  purpose  of 
1  .       /.  1  •  1     -11  saving  legacy 

the  executrix  of  her  said  wilK  duty.    The  will 

was  void. 
The  execution  of  the  will  was  attested  by  the  Defend-      Held,  that 
ant  James  Colquhoun  and  another  person  as  witnesses,  intended  to 
who  in  the  presence  of  each  other  attested  the  said  will  vest  the  benefi- 

and  subscribed  their  names  thereto.  ^»»^  ?«**^^,>y. 

survivorship  in 

the  sister,  and 

The  testatrix  was  at  the  date  of  her  will  possessed  of  *j**^  she  took 
1      .  .  -  •  ....         ^wrfcof    the  stock  to  the 

personal  estate,  comprising  among  other  things  1793/.  exclusion  of 

bs.  Sd.  three  pounds  five  shillings  per  centum  bank  an-  A,*s  next  of 

nuities  standing  in  her  name. 


kin. 


The  bill  alleged  as  follows  : 

**  Sometime  after  the  said  testatrix  had  made  her  said 
will,  she  became  desirous  of  so  dealing  with  the  said  sum 
of  1793/.  5s.  3d.  three  pounds  five  shillings  per  centum 
bank  annuities,  that  after  her  death  no  probate  or  legacy 
duty  should  be  paid  or  payable  in  respect  thereof,  and 
some  time  in  the  month  of  February,  1850,  she  wrote  a 
letter  to  a  Mr.  Helps,  her  stock  broker,  to  inquire  whether 
she  could  put  fler  little  money  in  the  stocks,  meaning 
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1855. 
Deacon 

COLQUHOUK. 


thereby  the  said  sum  of  1793Z.  5«.  3d.  three  pounds  five 
shillings  per  centum  bank  annuities,  in  the  joint  names 
of  her  sister  and  herself,  and  expressing  her  belief  that 
such  a  course  would  save  trouble  and  the  expense  of 
legacy  duty.  No  answer  was  returned  by  the  said  Mr. 
Helps  to  the  said  inquiry  contained  in  the  said  last- 
mentioned  letter.  On  the  1st  of  March,  1850,  a  transfer 
of  the  said  sum  of  1793/.  5s,  3d,  three  pounds  five  shil- 
lings i)er  centum  bank  annuities  was  effected  in  the 
books  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  by  the  orders  of  the  said  testatrix,  through  the 
said  Mr.  Helps,  from  the  name  of  the  said  testatrix  into 
the  joint  names  of  the  said  testatrix  and  of  the  Defendant 
Katharine  Colquhoun,  and  the  same  from  thenceforth 
remained  and  was  at  the  death  of  the  said  testatrix  stand- 
ing in  the  joint  names  of  the  said  testatrix  and  the  De- 
fendant Katharine  Colquhoun;  and  the  testatrix  firom 
the  time  of  the  said  transfer  duly  received  the  dividends 
on  the  said  sum  of  1793/.  55.  3d.  three  pounds  five  shil- 
lings per  centum  bank  annuities,  amounting,  less  income 
tax,  to  the  sum  of  56/.  lis.  8c/.  per  annum,  to  the  time  of 
her  death." 


This  allegation  was  admitted  to  be  substantially  true. 

The  testatrix  died  on  the  2nd  of  April,  1852,  without 
having  revoked  or  altered  her  will,  and  the  Plaintiff*  and 
the  Defendants  Katharine  Colguhaun  and  Henry  Colins 
Deacon,  her  sister  and  brother,  were  her  sole  next  of 
kin  living  at  her  death. 


The  will  was  alleged  and  admitted  to  be  void  under 
the  recent  Wills  Act,  the  7th  of  William  the  Fourth  and 
the  first  of  the  Queen,  intituled  "An  Act  for  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  Laws  with  respect  to  Wills.'' 
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The  question  arising  in  the  cause  was,  whether  the  1855. 

transfer  of  the  1793/.  5s.  3d.  three  pounds  five  shillings        Dkacok 
per  centum  bank  annuities  before  mentioned  was  or  was  v. 

not  intended  by  the  testatrix  as  a  gift  or  for  the  advance- 
ment or  upon  trust  for  the  Defendant  Katharine  Colqu- 
/ioun,  or  whether  it  was  made  with  the  view  and  for  the 
purpose  only  of  saving  probate  and  legacy  duty. 

The  Plaintiff  contended  that  the  testatrix  died  intestate 
as  to  the  personal  estate  which  at  the  time  of  her  death 
she  was  possessed  of,  including  the  sum  of  stock,  and 
that  such  personal  estate,  after  payment  of  her  funeral 
and  testamentary  expenses  and  debts,  was  divisible,  in 
equal  shares  and  proportions,  between  the  Plaintiff  and 
the  Defendants  Katharine  Colquhoun  and  Henry  Colins 
Deacon^  as  the  next  of  kin  of  the  testatrix  living  at  her 
death. 

On  the  I5th  of  June,  1852,  the  Defendants  Colquhoun 
and  his  wife  had  transferred  the  stock  into  the  names  of 
other  Defendants,  Welch  and  Julius^  as  trustees  of  a  cer- 
tain deed  of  settlement. 

Colquhoun  and  his  wife  and  the  trustees  of  the  settle- 
ment insisted  that  upon  the  death  of  the  testatrix,  CoU 
quhoun  and  his  wife,  in  right  of  the  wife,  or  the  Defendant 
Katharine  Colquhoun  for  her  separate  use,  became  abso- 
lutely entitled  to  the  stock. 

The  Plaintiff  insisted  that  the  will  being  void,  the 
transfer  did  not  operate  in  favour  of  Mrs.  Colquhoun,  and 
that  the  testatrix  had  died  intestate. 

Mr.  CampbeU  and  Mr.  H.  Clarke,  for  the  Plaintiff. 

No  benefit  or  advancement  was  here  intended.  This 
is  not  the  case  of  parent  and  child,  or  of  a  person  stand- 


S4 


CASES    IN    CHANCERY. 


1859. 
Deacon 

V, 
COLQUHOUN. 


ing  in  loco  parentis.  Here  the  person  who  would  be 
benefitted  is  the  husband,  in  effect,  a  stranger.  The  only 
object  of  the  testatrix  was  to  save  legacy  duty.  Now 
that,  though  not  an  unlawful  object,  is  one  that  the  Court 
will  not  be  astute  to  carry  into  effect.  That  there  was 
no  other  object  is  clear,  because  it  is  clear  that  the  inten- 
tion of  the  testatrix  was  that  her  sister  should  take  by 
the  will,  and  not  as  an  advancement.  They  cited  Rider 
V.  Kidder  (a) ;  George  v.  Howard  (b) ;  Benbow  v.  Towns- 
end{c\  and  Farquharson  v.  Cave{d). 

Mr.  E.  F.  Smith,  for  the  Defendant  Henry  C.  Dea- 
con, one  of  the  next  of  kin. 

Mr.  Bacon  and  Mr.  H.  Stevens,  for  the  trustees. 

Mr.  J.  V,  Prior,  for  Mrs.  Colguhoun,  was  not  called 
upon. 

The  Vice-Chancellor  : 

I  think  it  clear  that  Mrs.  Colguhoun  is  entitled  to  the 
stock.  The  effect  of  the  transaction  of  the  transfer  was, 
beyond  doubt,  to  vest  the  legal  interest  in  the  two,  Mrs. 
Colguhoun  and  her  sister,  as  joint  tenants.  The  next  of 
kin,  to  support  their  claim,  have  to  make  out  that  there 
was  a  resulting  trust  in  favour  of  the  testatrix ;  that  the 
stock  was  held  in  trust  for  her;  and  they  have  to  establish 
that  in  the  face  of  the  testamentary  declaration  of  the 
testatrix,  that  she  did  not  mean  to  have  a  trust  for  her- 
self, but  did  mean  the  property  to  go  for  the  benefit  of 
her  sister.  Consistent  with  that  expression  of  intention 
is  her  letter  to  Mr.  Helps,  in  which  she  tells  him  her 
object  was  to  save  legacy  duty.  Now,  she  could  only 
save  legacy  duty  on  the  footing  of  the  transfer  being  a 


(o)  10  Ves.  360. 
(6)  7  Price,  646. 


(c)  1  My.  &  K.  506. 

(d)  2  Coll.  C.  C.  356. 
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gift  to  Mrs«  Colquhoun  by  an  act  inter  vivos;  for  if  there 
was  no  such  gift,  and  the  stock  had  passed  by  the  will,  it 
must  have  paid  legacy  duty.  Her  object  was  so  to  dis- 
pose of  her  property  that,  on  Mrs.  Colquhoun  surviving 
her,  she  should  have  the  beneficial  interest.  I  must 
decide  therefore  that  the  Plaintiff  is  not  entitled. 


IB53. 

Deacon 

Colquhoun. 


BOULCOTT  V.  BOULCOTT. 


1853: 
November  StS, 


mu. 

Corutruction. 
Revocation, 

Legacy. 
Substitution. 


X  HIS  was  a  special  case  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court 

on  the  construction  of  the  will  and  codicils  of  Joseph 

Crew  Boulcott.     The  testator  commenced  by  appointing 

his   friends   Charles  Cadman,  Luke  Hinde  Cove  and  ^^tegj^tor  cave 

Hobert  Durant  Buttemer,  husband  of  his  niece  Mary^  to  his  eight 

to   be  executors  and  trustees   of  his  will,  and  he  be-  ^f  phews  and 

nieces,  nammg 
queathed  to  Luke  Hinde  Cove  the  sum  of  500/.  sterling  them,  pro* 

if  he  should  act  in  the  executorship  and  trusts  of  his  vided  that  if 

will,  but  not  otherwise.     He  gave  several  legacies,  and  ^^\^  6:^n 

then  proceeded :  "  and  I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  all  the  his  lifetime 

messuages,  farms,  lands,  tenements  and  real  estate,  what-  '^m  ? "'  leavmg 

soever  and  wheresoever,  be  the  same  freehold,  copyhold,  to  the  nephews, 

leasehold  or  of  any  other  tenure,  of  which  I  or  any  per-  •hould  survive 
.     ^      ^  o  i_     him  and  die 

son  or  persons  m  trust  for  me,  am,  is,  are  or  may  be  ^^jg^  twenty- 
one,  without 
leaving  children  ;  or,  as  to  the  nieces,  should  survive  him  and  die 
under  twenty-one,  without  having  been  married,  the  share  of  each 
of  them  so  dying,  as  well  original  as  accruing,  should  go  to  the 
survivor  and  survivors,  other  and  others.  The  testator  revoked  the 
trust  created  as  regarded  two  of  his  nephews,  A.  and  B.  A.  had 
attained  twenty-one,  survived  the  testator,  and  was  living.  B,  at- 
tained twenty- one  and  died,  living  the  testator.  Held,  that  the 
limitations  over  of  their  shares  were  revoked,  and  that  they  went  to 
the  heir  at  law  and  next  of  kin. 

Gift  to  an  executor  of  100/.;  gift  bv  a  codicil  of  500/^  in  sub- 
stitution thereof, — then  that  gift  revoked  ;  the  prior  gift  of  the  100/. 
is  not  set  up  again. 
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BOULCOTT 
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seised,  possessed  or  entitled  at  the  time  of  my  decease, 
and  also  all  my  goods,  chattels,  moneys,  stocks,  funds 
and  securities  for  money  and  other  personal  estate  and 
effects  whatsoever  and  wheresoever,  not  hereinbefore 
specifically  devised,  bequeathed  or  disposed  of,  and  not 
being  trust  or  mortgage  estates,  unto  and  to  the  use  of 
the  said  Charles  Cadman,  Luke  Hinde  Cave  and  the  said 
.  Robert  Durrant  Buttemer,  their  heirs,  executors,  admi- 
nistrators and  assigns,  according  to  the  several  natures 
and  tenures  thereof,  upon  the  trusts,  and  with,  under  and 
subject  to  the  powers,  provisoes,  declarations  and  direc- 
tions hereinafter  expressed  and  declared  of  and  concern- 
ing the  same;  that  is  to  say,  upon  trust,  in  the  first 
place,  with  and  out  of  the  same,  to  pay  and  satisfy  all 
my  just  debts  and  funeral  and  testamentary  expenses,  and 
the  several  pecuniary  legacies  hereinbefore  bequeathed, 
and  after  and  subject  thereto,  upon  trust  for  my  eight 
nephews  and  nieces,  John  Almon  Boulcott,  Joseph  BouU 
cott,  James  Boulcott,  Charles  Boulcott,  Mary  the  wife 
of  the  said  Reverend  Robert  Durant  Buttemer,  Hen- 
rietta  Boulcott,  Margaret  Boulcott  and  Anna  Maria 
Boulcott,  sons  and  daughters  of  my  brother  John  El- 
lerker  Boulcott,  of  Stratford  House,  in  the  county  of 
Essex,  Esquire,  in  equal  shares,  as  tenants  in  common  ; 
as  to  the  share  of  each  of  my  said  nephews,  upon  trust 
for  him,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns, 
and  as  to  the  share  of  each  of  my  said  nieces;  upon  trust 
[here  followed  trusts  for  separate  use,  with  powers  to 
appoint,  &c.,  on  which  no  question  arose]:    provided 
also,  and  I  further  declare  and  direct,  that  if  any  one  or 
more  of  them  my  said  nephews  and  nieces  shall  happen 
to  die  in  my  lifetime  without  leaving  any  child  or  children 
of  his,  her  or  their  body  or  bodies  respectively  living  at 
the  time  of  my  decease,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them  my 
said  nephews  shall  happen  to  survive  me,  and  afterwards 
die  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  without  leaving 
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any  child  or  children  of  his  or  their  body  or  bodies  re- 
spectively living  at  the  time  of  his  or  their  death  or 
respective  deaths,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them  my  said 
nieces  shall  happen  to  survive  me,  and  afterwards  die 
under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years>  and  without  having 
been  married,  then  the  share  or  shares,  as  well  original 
as  accruing,  of  each  one  or  more  of  them  my  said  nephews 
and  nieces  so  dying  as  last  aforesaid,  shall  belong  to  and 
be  held  upon  trust  for  the  survivors  and  survivor  and 
others  and  other  of  my  said  nephews  and  nieces,  if  more 
than  one,  in  equal  shares,  for  the  same  estates  and  in- 
terest, and  with,  under  and  subject  to  the  same  powers, 
provisoes,  declarations  and  directions  as  I  have  herein- 
before declared  of  and  concerning  their,  his  and  her 
original  shares  or  share." 


IS5S. 
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The  testator  made  a  codicil,  dated  the  18th  April, 
184S,  as  follows :  I  hereby  revoke  and  make  void  the 
trusts  created  by  my  said  will  as  far  as  regards  my 
nq^kew  John  Almon  Boulcott,  in  all  other  respects  I 
confirm  my  said  will  and  the  two  codicils  by  me  here- 
tofore made.  In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  sub- 
scribed my  name  this  18th  day  of  April,  184S.  Joseph 
Crew  Boulcott.  And  by  another  codicil  in  1844  he  gave 
to  Alexander  Wylie  the  sum  of  100/.  free  of  legacy  duty. 


By  a  further  codicil  in  1845  the  testator  revoked  the 
appointment  of  Charles  Cadman  and  Robert  JDurant 
Buttemer  to  be  executors  and  trustees,  and  the  devise  and 
bequest  therein  made  to  them,  their  heirs,  executors,  ad- 
ministrators and  assigns,  upon  trust  as  therein  mentioned ; 
and  he  nominated  and  appointed  the  said  Charles  Cadman 
and  Alexander  WyJie  to  be  the  executors  and  trustees  of 
his  will  and  any  codicils  thereto ;  and  he  gave,  devised 
and  bequeathed  all  the  messuages,  farms,  lands,  tene- 
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ments  and  real  estate,  whatsoever  and  wheresoever,  be 
the  same  freehold,  copyhold,  leasehold,  or  of  any  other 
tenure,  of  which  he,  or  any  person  or  persons  in  trust  for 
him,  was,  were  or  might  be  seised,  possessed  or  entitled 
at  the  time  of  his  deciease,  and  also  all  his  goods,  chattels, 
money,  stocks,  funds  and  securities  for  money  and  other 
personal  estate  and  effects  whatsoever  and  wheresoever, 
not  in  and  by  his  said  will  specifically  devised,  be- 
queathed and  disposed  of,  and  not  being  trust  or  mort- 
gage estates,  unto  and  to  the  use  of  the  said  Charles 
Cadman  and  Jlexander  Wylie^  their  heirs,  executors, 
administrators  and  assigns,  according  to  the  several 
natures  and  tenures  thereof,  upon  the  same  trusts,  and 
with,  under  and  subject  to  the  same  powers,  provisoes, 
declarations  and  directions  as  were  in  and  by  his  said 
will  and  codicils  expressed  and  declared  of  and  concern- 
ing the  same ;  and  he  gave  and  bequeathed  unto  the  said 
Alexander  Wylie  the  sum  of  500/.  sterling  if  he  should 
act  in  the  executorship  and  trusts  of  his  said  will,  but  not 
otherwise,  iree  from  legacy  duty,  but  he  declared  and 
directed  that  such  legacy  should  be  in  lieu  and  stead  of 
the  sum  of  100/.  sterling  which  he  had  given  or  bequeathed 
to  him  in  and  by  the  codicil  of  the  17th  of  January, 
1844 ;  and  he  thereby  revoked  and  made  void  the  trusts 
created  by  his  said  will,  or  any  codicil  thereto,  as  far  as 
regarded  his  nephew  Joseph  JBoulcoit,  and  in  all  other 
respects  he  confirmed  his  said  will  and  the  codicils  by 
him  theretofore  made. 


By  a  further  codicil  in  1847,  reciting  that  he  had  ap- 
pointed Charles  Cadman  and  Alexander  Wylie  to  be 
executors  and  trustees  of  his  said  will  and  any  codicils, 
and  that  he  had  bequeathed  to  JlexanderWylie  the  sum  of 
500Z.  sterling  if  he  should  act  in  the  executorship  and  trusts 
of  his  said  will,  he  revoked  the  appointment  so  made  of  the 
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said  Alexander  Wylie,  as  such  executor  and  trustee  as 
aforesaid,  and  the  said  bequest  of  500/.  sterling,  and  the 
devise,  so  far  as  respects  the  said  Alexander  Wt/lie,  of 
his  fireehold,  copyhold,  leasehold  and  personal  estates  in 
the  said  codicil  contained. 


BOULCOTT. 


The  state  of  the  family  was  this  :  John  Almon  BouU 
cott  attained  twenty-one  and  was  living.  Joseph  Boulcott 
attained  twenty-one  and  died  during  the  testator's  life, 
having  been  married  but  leaving  no  children.  Henrietta 
Boulcott  survived  the  testator,  but  died  under  twenty-one 
without  having  been  married. 

CadmaUf  the  executor,  proved  the  will,  and  afterwards 
died,  and  Hillings,  one  of  the  Defendants,  was  his  per- 
sonal representative,  and  also  the  personal  representative 
of  the  testator.  Mary  Boulcott  and  Mary  Boulcott  the 
younger,  the  Plaintiffs,  were  the  widow  and  representa- 
tive of  Charles  Cadman  Boulcott,  one  of  the  nephews 
of  the  testator,  who  died  after  the  testator,  and  his  infant 
daughter  and  heiress  at  law  and  sole  next  of  kin. 

John  Ellerker  Boulcott,  the  other  Defendant,  was  the 
only  brother  and  heir  at  law  and  sole  next  of  kin  of  the 
testator. 


The  Plaintiffs  Mary  Boulcott  and  her  daughter 
claimed  in  right  of  Charles  C  Boulcott,  between  them, 
his  original  one-eighth  share,  and  one-fifth  of  the  three 
one-eighth  shares  originally  intended  for  John  Almon 
Boulcott,  Joseph  Boulcott  and  Henrietta  Boulcott. 

Alexander  Wylie,  another  of  the  Defendants,  claimed 
the  legacy  of  100/.  mentioned  in  the  testator's  fourth 
codicil,  and  the  other  parties  resisted  the  claim. 
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John  EUerker  Boulcoii,  on  the  other  hand,  insisted 
that  the  Plaintifis  were  only  entitled  to  the  original  one- 
eighth  share  of  Charles  C»  Boulcott,  and  that  as  to  one- 
fifth  of  the  three  eighth  shares,  originally  intended  for 
John  Almon  Boulcott^  Joseph  Boulcott  and  Henrietta 
Boulcott f  he,  J.  E.  Boulcott^  as  the  heir  and  next  of  kin 
of  the  testator,  was  entitled  to  it.' 


The  questions  submitted  to  the  Court  were : — 

1.  What  share  of  the  estate  of  the  testator  the  Plain- 
tiffs were  entitled  to  respectively. 

2.  Whether  A.  TF^/te  was  entitled  to  be  paid  the  legacy 
of  100/. 

Mr.  Shapter  (with  whom  was  Mr.  Malins)  argued  on 
behalf  of  the  Plaintiff. 

1st.  As  to  the  share  originally  intended  for  Joseph^ 
the  argument  on  the  other  side  is,  that  when  the  testator 
revoked  the  gift  as  to  him,  he  revoked  also  as  to  those  to 
whom  his  share,  if  not  revoked,  would  have  gone  over  in 
the  event  which  has  happened.  Now,  it  must  be  imma- 
terial to  the  effect  of  the  gifts  over,  whether  Joseph  was 
displaced  by  death  according  to  the  terms  of  the  proviso, 
or  by  his  share  being  revoked;  the  gifts  over,  to  take 
efiect  on  his  death  during  the  testator's  lifetime,  are  in- 
tended to  take  efiect  just  as  much,  that  event  having 
happened,  if  he  is  removed  from  the  objects  of  the  tes- 
tator's bounty  by  revocation,  as  if  he  had  not  been  so  re- 
moved. The  revocation  is  not  of  all  the  disposition  of 
that  one-eighth  share,  but  of  the  trusts  so  far  as  regards 
Joseph, 


It  is  well  settled  that  the  failure  of  partial  bequests 
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does  not  operate  as  a  destruction  of  the  remainders  over: 
Sanford  v.  Sanford  (a)  and  Hodgson  v.  Ambrose  (6). 
That  was  not,  it  is  true,  a  case  of  revocation,  but  it 
must  have  been  decided  in  the  same  way  if  it  had  been. 

He  cited  also  Carrick  v.  Errington{c)  and  Hendng 
y.Arcktr{d). 

I  rely  also  on  this  rule,  that  where  there  is  a  clear  gift 
by  a  will,  in  order  to  deprive  the  donee,  there  must  be  at 
least  as  clear  a  destruction  of  the  gift. 

Here  the  gift  is  quite  clear ;  if  Joseph  died  in  the  tes- 
tator's lifetime,  leaving  no  children,  the  others  were  to 
take ;  and  as  he  has  so  died,  the  gift  to  them  in  that  event 
is  clear;  the  revocation  of  that  gift  is  not  clear;  it  can 
only  be  arrived  at  by  implication. 

Nei(t,  as  to  Johris  share.  There  the  donees  over  are 
to  be  regarded  as  a  class,  by  reason  of  the  gifts  over  being 
in  efiect  cross  remainders. 

There  is  no  instance  of  a  share  in  remainder  going  to 
the  heir  at  law  by  lapse  or  revocation,  except  where  the 
gifts  are  to  persons  nominated,  and  not  as  a  class,  and 
there  are  no  cross  remainders. 
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Here  the  gift  is  to  the  nephews  and  nieces,  that  is,  to 
them  as  a  class.  It  is  like  a  gift  to  executors ;  there, 
though  given  to  them  equally,  yet,  being  a  class,  they 
take  as  joint  tenants:  Knight  v.  Oould(fi).  That  case 
shows  that  where  the  gift  is  to  a  class,  there,  though  they 
are  named,  no  one  can  take  till  the  class  is  exhausted. 


(a)  I  De  G.  &  Sm.  67. 
(6)  1  Douglas,  337. 
(c)  2  P.  Wms.  361. 


(J)  8  Beav.  294. 
{e)  %  My.  &  K.  S95. 
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He  cited  also  Shaw  v.  M'Makan  (a)  and  Harris  v. 
Davis  (b),  and  referred  to  the  judgment  of  the  Vice- 
Chancellor  in  that  case,  p.  ^26,  distinguishing  the  case 
from  Cresswell  v.  Cheslyn. 

These  cases  rule  the  present  case.  The  testator 
contemplated  a  gift  to  a  class;  the  share  therefore  in- 
tended for  John  cannot  go  to  any  one  till  the  class  is 
exhausted.  On  similar  grounds  the  Plaintiffs  claimed  a 
portion  of  Henrietta's  share. 

As  to  the  legacy  claimed  by  Wylie^  he  contended  that 
it  was  not  revived,  and  Wylie  took  nothing. 

Mr.  Russell  and  Mr.  G.  Z.  Russell^  for  the  heir  at  law 
and  next  of  kin. 

We  claim  the  one-eighth  intended  for  John^  and  the 
one-eighth  given  to  Joseph.  As  to  Henrietta's  share,  of 
that  we  claim  two-sevenths. 

1st  As  to  John's  share,  the  codicil  of  1843  revokes 
the  gift  to  him.  As  to  his  share,  it  was  an  entire  revoca- 
tion. It  is  not  correct  to  say  it  was  a  gift  to  a  class ;  it 
was  a  gift  to  individuals  by  name,  as  tenants  in  common: 
Knight  v.  Oould  was  a  gift  to  the  executors  thereinafter 
named,  and  that  was  held  a  gift  to  the  persons  filling  the 
office,  and  not  to  individuals.  As  to  Henrietta's  share, 
it  is  given  over:  'Mn  case  any  of  my  said  nephews  and 
nieces,  &c."  (They  referred  to  the  will.)  Now,  the  seven 
others  survived  Henrietta^  therefore  the  share  of  Hen^ 
riettas  share  which  John  would  have  taken  but  for  the 
revocation,  comes  to  us. 


(a)  4Dru.  &  War.  481. 


(6)  1  Col.  416. 
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Then  as  to  JoseplCi  one-eighth.  When  Henrietta 
diedy  she  left  Joseph  surviving  her.  Then  comes  the 
codicil  of  1843. 

Now,  the  trusts  were — one-eighth  original  share  for 
Joseph  and  one-seventh  of  Henriettas  one-eighth  for 
him ;  but  all  that  is  revoked*  Where  is  there  any  gift 
to  anybody  else  ?  If  there  is  none,  it  all  goes  as  undis- 
posed of. 

Mr.  Campbell,  for  A.  WyHe^  argued  that  the  legacy  of 
100/.  was  revived. 

Mr.  Sumner^  for  the  executors. 

Mr.  Shapter,  in  reply. 
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The  Vice-Chancellor  : 

As  to  the  legacy  of  100/.  to  Alexander  Wt/lief  1  feel  no 
doubt.  Firsts  a  legacy  of  100/.  is  given  to  him  without 
qualification  by  the  codicil  of  the  17th  January,  1844; 
then,  by  the  codicil  of  the  19th  December,  1845,  the 
testator  appoints  him  one  of  the  executors  and  trustees 
of  his  will,  and  gives  him  500/.  expressly  in  lieu  of  the 
100/.:  he  introduces  the  usual  direction,  as  a  condition 
of  his  being  entitled  to  the  legacy,  that  he  shall  act  in 
the  executorship.  If  the  matter  stood  there,  Mr.  Wylie 
would  clearly  be  entitled  to  his  500/.  But  supposing  he 
had  resigned  the  executorship,  could  he  have  taken  the 
100/.?  I  think  not.  The  gift  of  the  100/.,  though  not 
in  terms,  is  in  fact  revoked.  The  testator,  by  the  codicil 
of  the  15th  February,  1847,  revokes  all  that  Wylie,  his 
executor,  could  be  entitled  to ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that 
he  cannot  set  up  the  100/.  legacy  as  revived. 

VOL.  II.  D 
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The  next  question  is,  who  is  entitled  to  the  share  in- 
tended for  John  Almon  BoulcotL  The  testator  by  his 
will  gave  his  real  and  personal  estate  to  trustees;  in  trust, 
in  the  first  place,  to  pay  his  debts  and  funeral  and  testa- 
mentary expenses,  &C.9  and  certain  legacies;  and,  subject 
to  those,  upon  certain  trusts  (The  Vice-Chancellor  re- 
ferred to  the  bequest  in  favor  of  the  testator's  nephews  and 
nieces,  p.  ^). 


Now,  this  is  a  gift  to  the  nephews  and  nieces,  not  as  a 
class,  but  as  individuals.  In  one  sense  they  are  a  class, 
that  is,  as  the  testator's  nephews  and  nieces ;  as  persons 
to  whom  he  gives  particular  shares  of  his  property  ;  but 
the  gift  is  k)  them  as  individuals,  nephews  and  nieces 
nominatim,  and  expressly  as  tenants  in  common.  If  upon 
the  language  of  this  will  I  were  to  hold  them  not  to  be 
tenants  in  common,  I  should  be  overturning  the  settled 
law  upon  this  subject ;  for  what  the  testator  says  is  in 
effect  this:  I  give  to  John  one-eighth,  to  Joseph  one- 
eighth,  &c.  Then  he  directs  the  shares  of  the  nephews 
to  go  to  them  absolutely,  and  the  shares  of  the  nieces  to 
be  subject  to  powers  of  appointment,  &c.,  and  then  comes 
the  proviso. 

Now,  there  was  an  absolute  gift  of  one-eighth,  in  the 
events  which  have  happened,  to  John^  and  then  comes 
the  codicil  in  which  the  testator  revokes  his  gift  as  to 
John.  If  there  had  been  no  revocation,  John  would 
clearly  be  entitled.  I  think,  therefore,  that  as  to  that 
share,  the  heir  at  law  and  next  of  kin  must  take. 


As  to  JosepKs  share,  the  case  is  not  quite  so  clear.  To 
Joseph  there  is  a  gift  of  one-eighth  absolutely,  subject  to 
this,  that  if  he  dies  in  the  testator's  lifetime,  leaving  a 
child  or  children,  they  are  to  take.     But  then  it  is  pro- 
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vided  that  if  he  dies  without  leaving  child  or  children, 
the  event  which  has  happened,  then  the  share  which  he 
would  have  taken  is  to  go  to  the  survivors  or  others ;  so 
that  if  there  had  been  no  revocation,  Joseph^  in  the 
events  which  have  happened,  having  died  without  issue, 
his  one-eighth  would  have  gone  over  to  the  other  seven. 
But  then  comes  the  revocation.  The  question  suggested 
is,  whether  the  gifts  over  are  to  be  dealt  with  with  re- 
ference to  the  revocation  only,  or  with  reference  to  Joseph 
having  died  without  leaving  children.  But,  as  Joseph 
was  living  when  the  testator  revoked  the  gift,  the  testator 
must  have  had  in  his  contemplation  that  he  bad  given 
to  Joseph  a  one-eighth  share,  with  limitations  over  in  one 
event  to  his  children ;  in  another  to  the  other  nephews 
and  nieces.  He  means,  I  think,  nothing  of  this  to  take 
effect.  He  revokes  it  altogether,  not  merely  as  to 
JosepVs  individual  interest,  but  as  to  the  limitations 
of  his  share,  which  were  to  take  effect  in  certain  events. 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  revocation  is  absolute  as  to  the 
whole  of  that  share,  and  that  it  goes  to  the  heir  at  law 
and  next  of  kin. 
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As  to  Henriettas  share,  his  Honor  held,  that  as,  if 
she  had  survived  the  testator,  she  would  have  been  en- 
titled to  one-eighth,  and  as  her  one-eighth  went  over  to 
the  other  seven,  one-seventh  of  her  one-eighth  would 
have  gone  to  John  and  one-seventh  of  the  one-eighth  to 
Joseph;  and  that  as  the  testator's  directions  applied 
equally  to  the  accruing  and  to  the  original  shares,  the 
former  were  revoked  as  well  as  the  latter,  and  passed  to 
the  heir  at  law  and  next  of  kin. 


D  S 
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Construction, 
Implication. 
Estate  implied. 
A  testator  gave 
his  residue  to 
his  wife  for  her 
and  her  son*s 
support,  cloth- 
ing and  educa- 
tion, until  he 
should  attain 
twenty-one. 
If  he  died  under 
twenty-one, 
then  he  gave  all 
the  interest  of 
his  Bank  Stock 
to  his  wife  for 
life;  after  her 
death,  he  gave 
all  his  property 
to  his  daughter. 

Held,  that 
the  son  did  not 
take  any  estate 
by  implication 
on  attaining 
twenty-one ; 
but  there  was 
an  intestacy. 


FITZHENRY  v.  BONNER. 

1  HIS  case  came  on  upon  a  petition,  on  the  construc- 
tion of  the  will  of  li.  J.  C.  Herries,  by  which  the  tes- 
tator, after  directing  the  payment  of  his  debts,  &c.,  gave 
all  his  personal  estate  and  effects  to  trustees  upon  trust 
as  followed.     The  will  then  proceeded  :  — 

^'  I  give  and  bequeath  all  the  yearly  interest  arising 
from  my  said  property  to  my  wife  Mary  Berries^  for  her 
and  my  son's,  Robert  Charles  Herries,  support,  clothing 
and  education,  until  my  aforesaid  son  shall  arrive  at  the 
lawful  age  of  twenty-one  years.  Should  my  son  die 
before  he  arrives  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  I  will 
and  bequeath  the  whole  interest  of  my  Bank  Stock  to  my 
wife  Mary  Herries  for  life.  At  the  death  of  my  wife  Mary, 
1  will  and  bequeath  the  whole  of  my  property,  of  what- 
ever kind,  to  my  reputed  daughter  Mrs.  William  Scott, 
to  be  settled  on  her  by  my  aforesaid  executors,  inde- 
pendent of  her  present  husband  or  any  future  husband 
she  may  have  during  her  lifetime.** 

Mr.  Karslake,  (with  him  Mr.  Bacon,)  for  the  petitioner. 

The  question  is,  whether  the  son,  who  attained  twenty- 
one  and  died,  took  an  estate  by  implication  on  attaining 
twenty-one.  To  show  that  such  an  implication  arose,  he 
referred  to  Goodright  v.  Boshins  (a),  Newland  v.  Shep^ 
herd{J>),  Peat  v.  Powell  (c).  Barman  v.  Dickenson  (rf), 
Langston  v.  Langston  (e). 


(a)  9  East,  S06. 
(6)  2  P.  Will.  194. 
(c)  Amb.  382. 


((0  1  Br.  C.  C.  91. 
(e)  8  Bl.  H.  L.  C.  167. 
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Mr.  Glasse  and  Mr.  Eddis,  for  Mrs.  Scoit^  cited  Davis 
V.  Davis  (a)  and  Cooper  v.  Pitcher  (6). 

Mr.  Campbell^  for  Afary  Richardson^  the  widow  of 
Colonel  Herries,  the  testator. 

Ist*  The  widow  is  entitled  to  the  whole  interest,  sub* 
ject  only  to  the  duty  of  maintaining  her  son.  The  words 
"  until  my  son,  &c."  only  put  a  limit  on  the  duty  laid  on 
the  wife ;  they  do  not  limit  her  interest  to  a  life  estate. 

Sndly.  If  that  is  not  the  construction,  then  there  is  an 
intestacy,  from  the  period  of  the  son  attaining  twenty-one, 
and  the  widow  will  be  entitled  to  her  one-third.  He 
cited  Hamly  v.  Gilbert  (c). 

Mr.  E.  F.  Smith  with  him. 

Three  constructions  may  be  contended  for.  1st.  That 
the  widow  took  an  absolute  interest,  subject  to  the  duty 
of  maintaining  her  son.  2ndly.  That  she  took  a  life  in- 
terest, subject  to  the  same  charge.  Srdly.  That  there 
was  an  intestacy  on  the  son  attaining  twenty-one. 

The  yearly  interest  is  given  to  the  wife :  that  is  suf- 
ficient to  carry  the  absolute  interest.  Bowden  y.Laing{d). 

At  any  rate  the  interest  thus  given  cannot  be  less  than 
a  life  estate. 

Mr.  FoUett  and  Mr.  H.  Stevens,  for  incumljirancers 
of  the  widow. 

Mr.  Karslake  replied. 
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(a)  1  Russ.  &  M.  6i5. 
(6)  4  Hare,  485. 


(c)  Jac.  354. 
(rf)  14  Sim.  113. 
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1853.  The  Vice-Chancellor  : 

FiTZHENRT  The  testator,  who  was  a  military  man,  made  his  own 

„    ^'  will.     He  made  a  disposition  of  the  income  of  his  pro- 

Bonner 

perty,  during  the  infancy  of  his  son  ;  he  made  a  disposi- 
tion of  his  property,  in  the  event  of  his  son  dying  under 
twenty-one;  but  he  made  no  disposition  in  express 
terms  of  his  property,  in  the  event  which  happened,  of 
his  son  attaining  twenty-one.  And  the  question  is,  that 
event  having  happened,  how  the  property  is  to  be  dis- 
posed of. 

The  bulk  appears  to  consist  of  Bank  Stock.  Now 
various  constructions  have  been  suggested ;  one,  on  be- 
half of  the  widow  and  her  incumbrancers,  is,  that  the 
disposition  of  the  income,  until  the  son  attains  twenty- 
one,  gives  to  the  widow  an  absolute  interest  in  the 
whole,  subject  only  to  be  defeated  in  the  event  of  the 
son  dying  under  twenty-one. 

The  second  construction  suggested  on  behalf  of  the 
widow  is,  that  if  the  gift  to  her  is  not  of  an  absolute  in- 
terest, it  is  at  any  rate  a  gift  of  a  life  estate,  subject  only 
to  the  obligation  of  maintaining  her  son  until  he  shall 
have  attained  twenty-one. 

Now,  neither  of  these  constructions  appear  to  me  to 
be  well  founded.  The  gift  of  all  the  interest,  &c.,  has, 
I  think,  the  effect  of  giving  to  the  wife  and  son  an  in- 
terest only  until  the  son  attains  twenty-one ;  some  argu- 
ment was  raised  on  the  meaning  of  the  word  ^  her  "  in 
the  clause  expressing  the  gift  to  be  "  for  her  and  my  son's 
support,  &c."  One  construction  contended  for  was,  that 
it  meant ''  for  her,  for  my  son's  support.*'  Another,  that 
it  means  "  for  her  support  and  for  my  son  Robert's  sup- 
port."-   And  another,  that  the  language  used  was  in- 
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tended  to  designate  the  testator's  son,  as  "  her  and  my 
son/'  as  distinguished  from  children  which  were  his  but 
not  her's.  It  is  not  very  material  to  decide  this  question ; 
however,  my  impression  is,  that  the  testator  used  the  lan- 
guage adopted  by  him  in  this  sense, — **  for  the  support 
of  her,  and  for  the  support,  &c.,  of  my  son  Robert/'  but 
intending  that  it  was  to  be  paid  to  the  mother  to  be 
applied  for  the  benefit  of  herself,  as  well  as  of  her  son. 


1859. 


FlTEHBNRT 
BONNSR, 


It  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  testator  does  not  give  the 
whole  of  his  property  to  his  wife  as  a  trustee.  He  first 
gives  it  to  other  persons  as  trustees,  who  are  to  pay  the 
income  to  the  widow  during  her  son's  minority.  The 
trustees  are  not  to  hold  it  for  the  son ;  but  to  pay  it 
to  the  widow,  for  the  support  of  herself  and  the  son. 
Now,  was  it  intended  that  the  wife  should  take  an  abso- 
lute interest,  or  even  an  interest  for  her  life,  charged 
only  with  the  obligation  of  providing  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  son  ?  If  either  of  these  was  the  testator's  in- 
tendon,  it  would  have  been  perfectly  useless  for  him  to 
provide,  as  he  has  done,  that  in  the  event  of  the  son 
dying  under  twenty-one,  the  widow  should  have  an  abso- 
lute interest  in  part  of  his  property ;  this  would  have 
been  wholly  unnecessary,  if  she  was  to  have  an  absolute 
interest,  or  even  a  life  interest,  in  the  whole;  and  I  think 
he  has  thus  himself  shown  that  he  did  not  understand 
that  he  had  given  his  wife,  either  an  absolute  interest,  or 
an  interest  for  life.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  gifl  of 
the  income  to  the  wife,  for  the  support,  &c.,  has  the 
effect  only  of  giving  to  her,  for  the  benefit  of  herself  and 
the  son,  an  interest  until  the  son  should  attain  twenty- - 
one,  or  die  under  twenty-one. 


The  next  question  is  this:  the  testator  having  thus 
provided  for  his  widow  and  his  son,  till  he  should  attain 
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twenty-one,  and  having  provided  what  is  to  take  place,  if 
his  son  should  die  under  twenty-one,  has  not  in  express 
terms  made  any  provision  for  the  event  of  his  living  to 
attain  twenty-one.  Now»  can  I  imply  a  gift  to  the  son, 
in  the  event  of  his  attaining  twenty-one,  of  the  whole  of 
the  property  ?  No  doubt  there  are  many  cases  where 
the  Court  will,  in  the  absence  of  express  gift,  raise  a 
gift  by  implication  ;  but  it  will  not  do  so  unless  the  im- 
plication is  necessary,  irresistible ;  that  is,  where,  looking 
at  the  language,  at  all  the  dispositions  of  the  will,  and 
the  circumstances,  there  is  an  irresistible  inference  in  favor 
of  implying  a  gift.  But  do  I  find  here  any  such  irre- 
sistible inference  ?  What  are  the  previous  dispositions  ? 
Until  the  son  attains  twenty-one,  they  are  in  favor  of 
the  widow  and  the  son ;  if  he  dies  under  twenty-one, 
they  are  in  favor  of  his  widow.  What  is  there  to  lead 
to  an  irresistible  inference,  that  if  the  son  should  attain 
twenty-one  he  is  to  be  benefited,  exclusively  of  the  tes- 
tator's widow  ?  Then,  as  to  the  circumstances,  there  is 
not  even  a  probability  that  a  man  leaving  a  widow  and  a 
son  should  intend  vto  provide  for  the  son  exclusively, 
leaving  the  mother  at  the  mercy  of  the  son,  who  may 
or  may  not  fulfil  the  moral  obligation  cast  upon  him;  still 
less  is  there  any  thing  in  the  circumstances  in  this  case 
to  lead  to  an  irresistible  inference  of  any  such  intention. 


If  I  were  to  conjecture,  I  should  conjecture,  perhaps, 
that  the  testator  did  intend  to  provide  for  his  son,  leaving 
him  fettered  only  by  the  moral  obligation  to  provide  for 
his  mother ;  but  that  would  be  only  conjecture,  in  which 
I  am  not  at  liberty  to  indulge. 


I  am  of  opinion,  on  the  whole,  that  there  is  no  implied 
gift  to  the  son  on  his  attaining  twenty-one ;  and  the 
effect  of  my  decision  will  be,  that  in  the  events  which 
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have  happened,  there  is  an  intestacy,  and  the  widow  will 
of  course  take  one-third,  and  the  son  the  other  two- 
thirds. 


FiTZHBNRT 
V. 

Bonner. 


PRYCE  V.  BURY.  1853: 

December  3rd, 

This  cause  (reported,  ante,  pp.  11— -16)  caroe  on  to  be  „    ^^TT**^ 

,        ^  .        .     ^  Equitable  mart* 

spoken  to  on  the  minutes.  ^    gage. 

Copyhold, 

The  question  now  was,  whether,  on  surrendering,  the     Mm^^ 

fines  and  other  expenses  payable  on  the  admittance  of        

the  Defendant,  and  on  the  surrender,  were  to  be  paid  by  ^"  foreclosure 

•^  "^   of  an  equitable 

the  mortgagor  or  by  the  mortgagee.  mortgage  of 

copyhold,  the 

Mr,  Glasse  and  Mr.  De  Gex^  for  F.  Bury,  referred  to  being  the  per- 
the  judgment.  F,  Bury  is  not  bound  to  pay  the  fines,  &c.  son  to  take  the 
There  is  no  authority  on  the  subject.     Hill  v.  Priceia)  f^^^^^^^^^l^ 
is  the  only  case  touching  upon  it;  but  it  decides  nothing,  surrender,  must 
for  there  there  was  an  express  covenant  to  surrender  at  P*y  *^®/^,T 
the  expense  of  the  Defendant.     This  case  is  reported  in  g^^b  steps. 
Dickens,  and  in  Seton  on  Decrees.    (Mr.  De  Gex  stated 
that  he  had  examined  the  registrar*s  book,  and  found 
that  the  case  was  correctly  stated  in  Seton,  and  incorrectly 
in  Dickens.) 

In  this  case,  •/.  W.  Bury  expressly  agreed  to  surrender, 
but  F»  Bury  did  not  There  is  therefore  no  legal  obli- 
gation on  him  to  surrender  at  his  own  expense.  Ball  v. 
Harris{b)  shows  the  practice.  There  the  decree  is  merely 
for  the  mortgagor  to  convey,  without  saying  at  his  cost. 

(a)  I  Dick.  344  ;    Seton  on       (6)  8  Sim.  485. 
Decrees,  154. 
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1853.  But  even  if,  in  the  ordinary  case,  the  mortgagor  ought  to 

p  pay  the  costs,  this  is  not  the  ordinary  case ;  it  is  a  case, 

p.  not  of  principal  mortgagor,  but  of  a  person  merely  liable 

Burt.  as  a  surety.    The  liability  is  not  greater  than  is  actually 

expressed.   The  Defendant  is  really  in  fact  a  trustee,  and 

ought  to  have  his  expenses. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Cooper,  for  the  Plaintiff. 

The  common  foreclosure  decree  does  not  express  that 
the  mortgagor  is  to  pay  the  costs  of  conveyance,  because 
it  is  too  well  settled  that  he  ought  to  do  so.  An  equitable 
mortgagor  is  bound  to  do  everything  to  complete  the  title 
of  the  mortgagee ;  it  is  not  necessary  that  he  should  con- 
tract to  do  it;  he  contracts  impliedly.  The  covenant 
therefore  in  Hill  v.  Price  was  perfectly  unnecessary,  and 
that  case  is  an  authority  for  me.  (He  referred  also  to 
Parker  v.  Housefield  (a),  and  to  the  decision  in  Newton 
v.  Aldous  mentioned  in  that  report.) 

Mr.  Olasse  replied. 

The  Vice-Chancellor  : 

The  question  in  this  case  is,  who  is  to  pay  the  expense 
attending  the  surrender.  In  the  absence  of  authority, 
(Hill  V.  Price  is  no  authority  either  way,  on  account  of 
the  express  covenant,)  I  must  endeavour  to  decide  on 
principle. 

The  common  rule  of  this  Court  as  to  an  equitable 
mortgage  by  deposit,  is  this :  by  the  deposit,  the  mort- 
gagor contracts  that  his  interest  shall  be  liable  to  the 
debt,  and  that  he  will  make  such  conveyance  or  assurance 
as  may  be  necessary  to  vest  his  interest  in  the  mortgagee. 

(a)  2  Myl.  &  K.  419. 


CASES    IN    CHANCERY.  48 


Prtcb 
0. 


He  does  not  contract  that  he  will  make  a  perfect  title,  1853, 

but  be  does  bind  himself  to  do  all  that  is  necessary  to 
have  the  effect  of  vesting  in  the  mortgagee  such  interest 
as  he,  the  mortgagor,  has.  (The  Vice-Chancellor  re-  Bubt. 
ferred  to  the  terms  of  his  judgment  on  the  merits  of  the 
case,  ante,  p.  14,  and  proceeded.)  Now,  if  the  case  were 
one  of  an  equitable  mortgage  of  freehold,  the  decree 
would  be  that  the  mortgagor  should  convey  to  the 
mortgagee,  without  saying  at  whose  expense.  In  carry- 
ing this  out,  the  course  would  be,  that  the  mortgagee 
would  have  to  prepare  a  draft  and  submit  it  to  the  mort- 
gagor. When  the  draft  was  settled,  the  mortgagee  would 
have  to  engross  and  stamp  it,  and  tender  it  for  execution 
to  the  mortgagor,  and  on  that  tender  being  made  and 
refused,  and  not  before,  the  mortgagor  would  be  guilty  of 
breach  of  the  terms  of  the  decree. 

But  in  the  case  of  an  equitable  mortgage  of  copyhold, 
the  course  of  transmission  of  interest  is  different.  The 
person  to  take  the  initiative  is  not  the  mortgagee,  but  the 
mortgagor.  He  is  the  person  to  prepare  and  make  the 
conveyance.  He  must  surrender;  he  is  bound  by  the 
decree  to  make  the  surrender ;  and  whatever  is  necessary 
to  enable  him  to  make  that  surrender,  he  is  bound  to  do. 
And  that  being  so,  I  think  he  has  no  right  to  say  that, 
for  the  steps  which  he  is  bound  to  take  under  the  decree, 
other  parties  are  to  pay.  It  is  the  mortgagor's  duty  to 
make  the  transfer,  and  he  must  pay  for  the  expense  of 
effecting  it. 
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IS53: 
November  and  WAY  v.  EAST. 

December. 

^r5"  4^th  and^  ThE  object  of  this  suit  was  to  set  aside  a  deed  of  the 
7th  November.  26th  January,  1839,  by  which  a  rent-charge  of  95/.  was 
^'^'^^^  made  to  certain  uses,  alleged  to  be  charitable  uses  within 
Mortmain,  ^j^^  Mortmain  Act.  The  deed  in  question  was  made  be- 
A  deed  of  gifl  tween  Thomas  Gwennap,  since  deceased,  of  the  first  part; 
to  trustees  of  a  j^j^^  ^  ^^^  ^^.^j^    Defendants,  and  R.  T.  Makins 

rent-charge  for  '  ' 

charitable  pur-   of  the  second  part,  and  T.  King  and  T,  Eccles  of  the 

P®®®^^"'y  ^°"  ^^^^  V^^^y  *"^  "^y  5'  ^  rent-charge  of  95/.  charged  upon 
otherwise  legal  certain  leasehold  property  of  Thomas  Cfwennap  was 
on  the  face  of  granted  by  him  to  Jabez  Burns  and  jR.  T.  Makins  for 
lived  man^"*^'  *  *®'^™  ®^  ninety-nine  years,  with  powers  of  distress  and 
years  af\er-        entry ;  and  for  securing  the  rent-charge,  the  premises 

wards  and  kept  ^g^g  demised  to  King  and  Eccles  for  the  remainder  of 

the  deed,  and       ,  ^        ,  .  ,     i       i./**  .  «  /. 

the  terms  of  the  ^^^  terms  for  which  the  different  portions  thereof  were 

deed  were  held,  upon  trust,  out  of  the  rents  and  profits,  or  by  mort- 

There  was  '  8*8^  or  sale,  &c.,  to  secure  the  due  payment  of  the  rent- 
evidence  of  charge.  And  it  was  declared  that  the  annuity  was  granted 
conduct  to  ypQ„  ^^gj    f^Qm  ^jjjjg  ^Q  ^;^g  a  jQ  p        distribute  and 

show  mtention  ,      ,  .  -  n      .  i 

in  the  grantor     ^PPv  ^^e  same  in  manner  following  (that  was  to  say) : — 

and  one  of  the    As  to  the  yearly  sum  of  40/.,  part  of  the  yearly  rent  of 

the  Jeed  was  ^^' »  ^^  P^^  ^^®  ®*"®  *^  ^^^  treasurer  for  the  time  being 

not  to  take  of  Enon  Chapel  in,  &c.  (of  which  chapel  Jabez  Burns 

effect  till  after  ^^^  ^^  ^j^g  ^^^^  ^f  ^j^^  execution  of  the  indenture  the 
the  grantor  s 

death  ;  but  no  minister),  and  to  be  applied  by  him  in  the  manner  follow- 

evidence  of  any  ing  (that  is  to  say): — In  case  the  salary  of  the  minister 

ment.  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  being  of  the  said  chapel  should  not  exceed 

Held,  upon     150/.  a  year,  then  to  the  said  minister  for  the  time  being; 

that^the  deTd  ^^^  ^"  ^*^®  ^^^  ^^*^  salary  should  exceed  150/.  a  year, 
was  invalid. 
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then  in  or  towards  the  liquidation  of  the  debt  of  the  said  1^^^. 

chapel;  and  when  and  after  the  said  debt  should  have  ^ 

been  discharged,  then  the  said  yearly  sum  of  40/.  to  be  «. 

applied  by  the  said  treasurer  in  or  towards  enlarging  the  East. 

said  chapel,  should  that  be  found  practicable  or  thought 
necessary,  or  otherwise  for  the  general  support  of  the 
cause  in  that  chapel,  as  the  said  Jabez  Burns  and  the 
said  R.  T.  Makins,  or  the  survivors,  &c.,  or  other  the 
trustee  or  trustees  for  the  time  being,  should  in  his  or 
their  discretion  think  desirable.**  Then  there  were  direc- 
tions as  to  30/.,  to  apply  it  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  and 
poor  of  Enon  Chapel ;  as  to  5/.,  to  pay  the  same  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  sunday-school ;  as  to  10/.,  to  pay  the 
same  to  the  treasurer  of  the  General  Baptist  New  Con- 
nexion Home  Mission  of  the  London  Conference ;  and 
as  to  the  remaining  10/.,  to  dispose  thereof  in  food  and 
clothing  among  the  poor  of  Enon  Chapel.  The  deed  was 
enrolled  in  the  Office  of  Land  Revenue  Records  and  En- 
rolments, and  a  docquet  entered  in  the  docquet  book  of 
the  Office  of  the  Woods  and  Forests.  It  was  also  duly 
enrolled  in  Chancery. 

George  East,  the  first  Defendant  on  the  record,  was 
duly  appointed  trustee  in  the  place  of  Makins. 

Thomas  Gwennap  made  his  will,  dated  the  10th  July, 
1849,  and  by  it  he  appointed  Jabez  Burns  and  J.  Chap- 
man executors  and  trustees  thereof;  and  he  devised  and 
bequeathed  to  them,  inter  alia,  the  leasehold  premises 
comprised  in  the  deed  of  1839,  subject  to  the  rent-charge 
of  95/.,  upon  various  trusts  for  the  benefit  of  his  family 
and  connexions. 

Thomas  Gwennap  died  in  1850,  and  Burns  alone 
proved  his  will. 
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1858.  In  1851,  a  suit  was  instituted  for  the  administration  of 

Thomas  Gwennap*s  estate.  The  bill  suggested  that,  at 
the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  deed  of  1839,  it  was  un- 
derstood and  agreed  between  him  and  Bums,  and  all 
other  parties  claiming  under  that  deed,  that  no  part  of 
the  rent<-charge  should  be  paid  by  the  testator  during  his 
life,  and  that  he  became  doubtful  of  the  validity  of  the 
rent-charge  under  the  circumstances;  and.  that  in  order 
to  secure  the  validity  thereof,  he  drew  a  cheque  on  his 
bankers,  dated  the  14th  June,  1850,  but  which  was  post 
dated  and  void,  as  follows : — '*  Pay  to  the  Rev.  Jabez 
Burns  or  bearer,  1,045/.,  the  amount  of  grant  by  deed 
for  sundry  charities  connected  with  Enon  Chapel,  New 
Church  Street,  Marylebone,  in  discharge  of  all  claims  up 
to  g6th  January,  1850."  The  bill  then  alleged  that  the 
cheque  was  delivered  to  Burns  on  an  understanding  that 
it  should  be  returned;  that  it  was  returned  by  Bums 
with  the  consent  of  the  elders  of  the  chapel ;  that  the 
testator  kept  it  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  and  that  when 
he  drew  it  he  had  not  as  much  at  his  bankers. 

By  the  decree  made  in  that  suit,  it  was,  among  other 
things,  referred  to  the  master  to  state  whether  any  and 
what  proceedings,  and  by  whom,  should  be  taken  to  set 
aside  the  grant  of  the  rent-charge. 

After  the  decree,  one  of  the  defendants  in  searching 
among  the  papers  of  the  testator,  found  a  memorandum 
dated  ^th  December,  1847,  in  the  following  words : — 
''  Whereas  we  the  undersigned,  being  the  legally  ap- 
pointed trustees  and  executors  of  certain  bequests  and 
annuities,  left  by  Mr.  Thomas  Gwennap  to  Enon  Chapel, 
and  benevolent  institutions  connected  therewith,  do  de- 
clare and  affirm  that  we  are  fully  aware  that  Mr.  Thomas 
Owennap  bequeathed  the  said  annuities  by  bond  or  gift 
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in  June,   18S9,  to   meet  the  legal  difficulties  arising  1853. 

from  the  law  of  Mortmain,  but  designing  that  the  said  _ 

annuities  should    not  be    paid    till    after   his   decease,  p. 

and»  furthermore,  in  lieu  of  them  he  has  during  his  life  East. 

contributed  to  the  aforesaid  charities  liberally,  there- 
fore we  do  hereby  declare  that  we  could  not  in  justice 
demand  any  of  the  annuities  until  it  shall  please  Divine 
Providence  to  remove  by  death  Mr.  Thomas  Gwennap ; 
and  in  proof  of  our  purpose  and  intention,  and  for  the 
satisfaction  of  Mr.  Gwennap  and  his  heirs,  we  do  attach 
our  names  to  this  document,  which  we  wish  to  be  our 
entire  discharge  of  all  claims  on  said  bond  up  to  this 
date,  and  also  engage  to  renew  the  same  discharge 
every  half  year,  during  the  life  of  Mr.  Thomas  Gwennap, 
dated  this  29th  December,  1847.  Jabez  Burns,  George 
Eastr 

The  Master,  by  his  separate  report,  in  the  cause  of 
"  (xwennap  v.  Bums,*  found  that  no  part  of  the  rent- 
charge  of  95/.  was  ever  paid  by  the  testator,  or  attempted 
to  be  enforced  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  lease- 
hold premises  comprised  in  the  deed,  during  the  testator's 
lifetime,  nor  was  any  demand  made  during  his  lifetime 
for  such  payment ;  except  that  on  the  13th  June,  1850,  the 
testator  gave  Bums  a  cheque  on  his  bankers  for  1 ,045/. 
(as  the  amount  of  grant  by  deed  for  sundry  charities  con* 
nected  with  Enon  Chapel,  in  discharge  of  all  claims  up  to 
January,  1846),  but  that  the  cheque  was  never  presented; 
that  the  testator  had  not,  when  he  drew  the  cheque,  more 
than  175/.  at  his  bankers,  and  that  the  cheque  was  imme- 
diately, with  the  consent  of  a  general  church  meeting  of 
the  congregation,  returned  by  Burns  to  the  testator. 

It  appeared  that  the  deed  of  January,  1839,  remained 
in  the  hands  of  the  testator,  with  very  trifling  exceptions, 
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till  his  deathi  and  he  applied  the  rents  of  the  premises  to 
bis  own  use. 

This  suit  was  instituted  in  pursuance  of  the  direction 
of  the  Court,  and  its  object  was  to  set  aside  the  deed  of 
the  26th  January,  1839. 

The  bill  prayed,  first,  that  it  might  be  declared  that  the 
grant  expressed  to  be  made  by  the  deed,  was  void  and 
of  no  effect. 

2nd.  That  the  deed  might  be  declared  void  and  ordered 
to  be  delivered  up  to  be  cancelled. 

Srd.  That  Burns,  the  trustee  and  executor  of  Thomas 
Gwennap's  will,  might  be  decreed  to  hold  the  premises 
comprised  in  the  deed  in  trust  for  the  persons  interested 
under  the  testator's  will,  and  as  his  next  of  kin,  according 
to  such  interests  as  they  would  have  bad  if  the  rent- 
charge  bad  never  been  granted. 

The  Attorney-General  was  made  a  Defendant. 

Evidence  was  gone  into,  to  show  the  existence  of  a 
secret  agreement  between  the  testator  and  the  trustees  of 
the  deed. 

James  Wyattf  one  of  the  attesting  witnesses  to  the 
deed,  said,  that  when  the  deed  was  executed.  King,  one 
of  the  parties  to  it,  said  to  Gtoennap,  "  that  as  the  deed 
was  all  ready,  the  sooner  it  was  executed  the  better, 
because  he  must  live  some  time  after  the  deed  was  exe- 
cuted for  it  to  take  efiect  in  possession,  and  that  the 
rent-charge  should  not  be  paid  till  his  death."  Another 
witness,  however,  contradicted  oh  this  point  the  whole 
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statement  of  the  witness  Wyatt,     Both  concurred  in  a  1853. 

statement  that  Mr.  Gwennap  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
contributing  from  (he  date  of  the  deed  down  to  his  death  t,^ 

to  the  chapel  charities^  to  the  amount  of  about  95/.  per  East. 

annum;  also  that  Mr.  Gwennap  was  in  immediate  ex- 
pectation of  death  \Vhen  he  executed  the  deed.  And  one 
of  the  trustees  of  the  deed  being  examined  said,  "  If  Mr. 
Gwennap  had  not  supported  the  charities  as  he  did,  I 
should  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  enforce  the  deed." 

One  of  the  daughters  of  Gwennap  proved,  that  when 
Dr.  Bums  used  to  apply  to  her  father  for  charitable  con- 
tributions connected  with  the  chapel,  Gwennap  used  to 
say,  "  Well,  Burns,  I  can't  give  you  much  now,  but  at 
my  death  you  will  have  sufficient  for  all  you  want  out  of 
my  bond."  That  he  always  called  the  deed  in  question 
a  bond.  This  conversation  took  place  after  the  execu- 
tion of  the  deed. 

The  same  witness  swore  distinctly,  that  on  the  night 
when  the  deed  was  executed,  she  was  present,  and  she 
heard  her  father  say  to  Burns,  that  the  95Z.  per  annum 
was  not  to  be  paid  till  his  death.  On  cross-examination 
she  repeated  that  she  had  many  times  heard  her  father 
say  that  the  money  would  not  be  payable  to  the  charities 
till  after  his  death.  The  remainder  of  the  material  evi- 
dence is  referred  to  in  the  judgment. 

The  cause  now  came  on  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  Swanston  and  Mr.  W.  D.  Lewis,  for  the  Plaintiffs. 

They  argued  that  the  deed  of  January,  1839,  was  not 
made  to  take  effect  immediately  on  its  execution,  and  was 
therefore  within  the  9  Geo.  2,  the  Mortmain  Act.     They 

VOL.  II.  E 
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nSS.  cited  CoUnu  v.  Blaniemia)]   Paxiam  ▼.  P&pkam(b); 

^  Armstrong  v.  Armstramg  (c). 

Wat 

East  '^^^  ^^^  ^"^  ^^  parol  dedararion  of  December,  1847, 

must  be  taken  together  to  see  what  was  the  real  intentioa 
of  the  parties  in  the  transaction :  Doe  ▼.  Hawthorn  {d) ; 
lAmbrey  v.  Gmrr{€).  If  it  be  said  that  the  Sutute  of 
Frauds  prevents  the  Court  from  looking  at  the  parol  de- 
claration, the  answer  is,  the  Statute  of  Frauds  is  not  to 
be  used  to  assist  a  fraud  upon  the  law:  Mmckkstom  v. 
Brown  (/) ;  Stickland  v.  A Idridge  (g). 

They  then  referred  to  the  evidence,  and  argued  that 
the  whole  of  it  showed  that  the  deed  and  the  arrange- 
ment referred  to  in  the  memorandum  of  December,  1847, 
were  cotemporaneous  The  retention  of  the  deed  by 
the  donor,  the  abstinence  of  the  trustees  from  enforcing 
the  payment  or  any  of  the  terms  of  the  deed,  the  con- 
cealment of  the  deed  from  the  congregation  of  the  chapel, 
all  tended  to  the  same  conclusion. 

The  memorandum  of  1847  clearly  contemplates  an 
illegal  agreement;  the  deed  itself,  it  is  true,  standing 
alone,  would  be  legal ;  but  it  is  controlled  by  the  memo- 
randum ;  the  two  must  be  taken  together,  and  make  the 
agreement ;  and  Equity  will  not  assist  that  which  is  only 
a  part  of  the  agreement,  viz.  the  deed,  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  efiect  of  the  other  part  of  the  agreement.  Every 
thing  showed  that  both  Gwennap  and  Bums  contem- 
plated a  future  and  not  an  immediate  charity,  and  that  is 
illegal.     It  will  be  argued  that  the  testator  did  mean  an 

(a)  2  Wils.  347.  (e)  6  Mad.  151. 

(b)  9  East,  408.  (/)  6  Ves,  5t. 
(e)  5  Myl.  &  K.  45.  (g)  9  Ves.  516. 
(</)  2  Bam.  &  Aid.  96. 


Way 

V, 
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immediate  charity^  because  he  was  in  the  contemplation  1853. 

of  immediate  death.     But  that  argument  is  against  the 

deed^  for  it  shows  that  death,  and  not  any  fixed  event  or 

period,  was  the  event  on  which  the  deed  was  to  take  East, 

efiect.     The  transaction  of  the  cheque  showed  also  that 

the  whole  transaction  was  a  juggle. 

Mr.  Craig  and  Mr.  Buxton,  for  Samuel  Gwennap,  a 
Defendant  in  the  same  interest  as  the  Plaintiff. 

The  conduct  of  the  parties  will  be  looked  at  on  the 
question  of  setting  aside  a  deed  for  fraud  ;  for  that  is  not 
a  question  of  the  construction  of  the  deed,  but  of  its  spe- 
cific validity.  Now  in  this  case  there  is  a  complete  tissue 
of  fraudulent  incidents.  They  commented  on  the  evi- 
dence,  following  the  same  line  of  argument  as  the  Plain- 
tiff.    Attorney 'General  v.  Poulden  (a)  was  also  cited. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Cooper,  for  Sarah  Gwennap,  in  the  same 
interest. 

Mr.  H.  Clarke  appeared  for  Samuel  Sdmpson,  one  of 
the  trustees  of  the  chapel»  who  claimed  no  interest,  and 
asked  to  be  dismissed. 

Mr.  Campbell  and  Mr.  Greene,  for  Bishop  and  wife, 
members  of  the  family,  contended  also  against  the  validity 
of  the  deed. 

Mr.  S.  Smith,  for  other  parties  in  the  same  interest. 

Mr.  Glasse  and  Mr.  Bagshawe,  jun.,  for  the  Defend- 
ants East,  Thorpe  and  Balfour,  in  support  of  the  deed. 

{a)  8  Sim.  472. 
e2 
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I85S.  The  substance  of  the  arguments  on  this  side  was  as 

'^        follows:- 

East.  U  is  said  that  the  deed  or  January,  1839,  is  voidable. 

On  the  face  of  it  the  deed  is,  however,  good.  On  the 
face  of  it,  it  is  made  to  take  efiect  in  possession.  The 
Plaintiff  must  make  out  that  there  was  a  trust  in  favor 
of  the  testator.  It  is  not  sufficient  to  show  a  design  in 
the  testator's  mind,  or  in  the  trustee's  mind.  At  the  date 
of  the  deed  the  grantor  was  in  bad  health,  and  did  not 
expect  to  live  long.  [They  then  commented  on  Muckleston 
V.  Brown  and  Stickland  v.  AldridgeJ]  One  of  those  cases 
was  on  a  plea,  and  the  other  on  demurrer ;  and  the  de- 
cision in  each  case  was  applicable  to  the  particular  state 
of  the  pleadings.  But  this  is  a  case  of  fact  Was  there 
such  an  agreement  as  is  alleged  ?  We  say  there  was  not. 
[They  commented  on  Attorney-General  v.  Poulden,']  In 
that  case  there  was  a  conveyance  and  reconveyance,  and 
the  object  was  to  undo  what  the  trustees  had  done.  The 
onus  is  on  the  other  side  to  displace  the  title  which  the 
deed  primd  facie  gives  us. 

It  has  been  argued,  that  the  retention  of  the  deed  is 
against  its  validity.  But  that  retention  is  of  no  import- 
ance ;  it  did  not  destroy  the  effect  of  a  solemn  deed. 
The  real  question  on  which  evidence  is  to  be  looked  at, 
is  not  what  was  the  subsequent  intention  or  wish  of  the 
grantor,  but  whether  at  the  date  of  the  deed  anything 
passed  between  the  grantor  and  the  trustees  in  the  nature 
of  an  agreement  that  the  trustees  should  not  enforce  the 
deed  till  after  the  donor's  death.  To  displace  the  deed, 
there  ought  to  be  the  clearest  evidence  of  such  an  agree- 
ment Now  the  evidence,  so  far  from  being  of  the  clearest 
kind,  is  purely  inferential.  The  memorandum  of  1847 
shows  no  such  agreement. 
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Mr.  W^  M.  James  and  Mr.WickenBy  for  the  Crown. 

Way 
Mr.  Baily  and  Mr.  Bagshawe,  sen.,  for  the  Defendant  ^^ 

Burns,  the  trustee  of  the  deed.  East. 

Mr.  Swansion  replied. 

The  ViCE-CiiANCELLOR  took  time  to  consider ;  and  Judgment, 
on  the  Hth  December  delivered  judgment  as  follows: 

This  is  a  bill  to  set  aside  a  deed,  by  which  a  certain 
annuity  charged  on  real  estate  was  granted  to  trustees 
for  charitable  purposes ;  and  the  ground  on  which  the 
relief  is  sought  is,  that  the  deed  was  made  in  violation  of 
the  provisions  of  the  statute  9  Geo.  2,  c.  36,  which  is 
commonly  called  the  Statute  of  Mortmain. 

The  deed  in  question  was  dated  the  26th  of  January, 
1839.  It  is  made  between  Thomas  Gwennap^  the 
grantor,  of  the  first  part,  the  Defendant  Jabez  BurnSf 
and  a  person  of  the  name  of  Makins,  of  the  second  part, 
and  Jo  An  King  and  John  Eccles  of  the  third  part.  The 
parties  of  the  second  part,  and  the  parties  of  the  third 
part,  being  merely  trustees.  By  that  deed,  Gwennap 
grants  to  Bums  and  Makins  an  annuity  of  95/.  sterling,  to 
be  charged  and  chargeable  upon  and  issuing  out  of  certain 
leasehold  messuages  and  tenements  which  belonged  to 
Thomas  Gwennap,  the  grantor,  and  it  was  to  last  during 
the  term  of  ninety-nine  years,  to  commence  immediately 
ailer  the  execution  of  the  indenture;  and  by  the  same 
deed  Gwennap  demised  to  the  other  two  trustees.  King 
and  EccleSf  the  premises  upon  trust  to  secure  the  annuity. 
The  trusts  upon  which  Burns  and  Makins  were  to  hold 
the  annuity,  were  these :  as  to  40/.,  they  were  to  apply 
it  in  this  way, — in  case  the  salary  of  the  minister  of  a 
certain  chapel,  called  Enon  Chapel,  which  is  a  chapel  of 
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1853.  the  Baptist  persuasion,  should  not  exceed  160Z.,  to  pay 

^'^^''^'^        the  40Z.  a  year  to  the  minister;  but  if  his  salary  ex- 
,7.  ceeded  150/.,  then  the  40Z.  was  to  be  applied  towards 

East.  liquidation  of  the  debt  upon  the  chapel.     £30,  further 

part  of  the  annuity,  was  to  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  for 
the  time  being  of  a  certain  society  at  the  chapel  for 
visiting  and  relieving  the  sick  poor,  so  long  as  that 
society  should  raise  an  additional  sum  from  other  charges 
of  30/.  so  as  to  make  60/.  a  year.  Then  5/.,  other  part  of 
the  annuity,  was  to  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Sunday 
School  at  Enon  Chapel.  £10  a  year  was  to  be  paid 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  General  Baptist  Home  Mission  of 
the  London  connexion ;  and  the  remaining  sum  of  10/. 
was  to  be  disposed  of  at  Christmas  in  every  year  in  food 
and  clothing  among  the  poor  at  Enon  Chapel,  at  the  dis* 
cretion  of  Burns  and  Makins  and  the  minister.  A  few 
years  afterwards,  namely,  in  the  year  1843,  Makins  ccd^aedi 
to  be  a  trustee,  and  East  was  substituted  in  his  place, 
and  a  deed  was  executed  for  that  purpose. 

Now,  upon  the  face  of  the  deed,  there  does  not  appear 
to  be  any  objection  whatever  to  it.  All  the  requisitions 
of  the  statute  are  apparently  complied  with.  The  gift 
is  made  by  deed,  indented,  sealed  and  delivered  in  the 
presence  of  two  credible  witnesses  more  than  twelve 
calendar  months  before  the  death  of  the  grantor.  The 
deed  was  duly  enrolled  in  Chancery  within  six  months 
after  its  execution.  The  gift  is,  by  the  terms  of  the  in- 
strument, made  to  take  effect  in  possession  for  the  charit- 
able uses  intended  immediately  on  the  making  thereof; 
and  the  deed  contains  no  power  of  revocation,  reserva- 
tion, trust,  condition,  limitation,  clause  or  agreement 
whatsoever  for  the  benefit  of  the  grantor  or  of  any 
person  or  persons  claiming  under  him.  So  that,  on  the 
face  of  the  deed,  all  the  requisitions  of  the  statute  are 
observed. 
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The  Plaintiffs,  however,  insist  that  there  was  an  agree-  18^3. 

roent  or  understanding  or  design,  among  the  parties  to 
the  deed,  that  payment  of  the  annuity  was  not  to  be  en- 
forced during  the  life  of  Gwennap^  the  grantor,  and  upon 
this  ground  they  contend  that  the  grant  ought  to  be  de- 
clared void.  Now  I  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  my 
opinion  that  if  such  an  agreement  or  understanding  ex- 
isted among  the  parties  when  the  deed  was  executed,  or 
if  such  was  the  design  of  the  grantor  in  executing  the 
deed,  and  that  design  was  acquiesced  in  and  acted  upon 
by  all  parties,  it  is  not  necessary  that  such  design  should 
be  expressed  on  the  face  of  the  deed  in  order  to  bring 
the  case  within  the  Statute  of  Mortmain ;  but  this  Court 
would  regard  the  transaction  as  a  fraud  on  the  statute, 
and  declare  it  void.  But  the  onus  of  proving  such  an 
agreement  or  understanding  or  design  rests  of  course  on 
the  Plaintiffs  who  allege  it.  They  rely  on  several  facts 
in  support  of  their  allegation,  which  facts  I  must  con- 
sider in  their  order. 

I  may  here  mention,  however,  that  Mr.  Gwennap,  the 
grantor,  lived  until  the  month  of  November,  1850,  and 
this  bill  is  filed  by  parties  claiming  under  his  will,  and  is 
filed  by  leave  of  the  Court,  granted  in  a  suit  to  administer 
his  assets. 

Now  the  first  fact  brought  forward  by  the  Plaintiffs,  in 
support  of  their  contentign,  is,  that  when  the  formality  of 
enrolment  had  been  duly  concluded  by  Mr.  Kifig,  the 
conveyancer,  who  had  prepared  the  deed,  and  who  was 
one  of  the  trustees  of  the  term  of  the  leaseholds  to 
secure  the  annuity,  instead  of  the  deed  being  handed 
over  to  Bums  and  Makins,  the  trustees  and  grantees  of 
the  annuity,  he  King  delivered  it  to  Gwennap,  the 
grantor,  and  that  it  remained  in  Gwennap's  custody  for 
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1853.  many  years  thereafter.     Now,  I  confess,  that  this  fact,  if 

it  stood  by  itself,  would  not  appear  to  me  to  be  of  much 

1^.  weight.     No  doubt  the  proper  custody  of  the  deeds  was 

East.  with  the  trustees,  but  as  Gwennap^  the  grantor,  was  not 

only  a  member  of  the  congregation  of  the  chapel,  but  a 
liberal  patron  of  it,  and  of  the  charities  connected  with 
it,  as  well  as  the  treasurer  of  the  institution,  the  leaving 
the  deed  in  his  custody  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  such  a 
deviation  from  the  regular  course  as  to  carry  with  it  any 
great  weight.  Still  this  circumstance,  when  taken  in 
connection  with  other  facts,  may  not  be  altogether  with- 
out significance. 

The  next  fact  is,  I  think,  of  far  more  importance, 
namely,  that  whereas  Gtoennap,  the  grantor,  lived  nearly 
twelve  years  after  the  execution  of  the  deed,  not  one 
farthing  of  the  annuity  of  95/.  was  ever  paid,  nor  was 
any  attempt  ever  made  to  enforce  its  payment.  To 
counteract  the  very  strong  inference  which  this  fact  is 
calculated  to  produce,  it  is  insisted,  on  behalf  of  the 
Defendants,  that,  although  the  annuity  itself  was  never 
paid,  yet  Mr.  Gwennap,  who  before  the  execution  of  the 
deed  had  been  a  liberal  benefactor  to  the  chapel  and  its 
charities,  continued  to  be  so  down  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  and  that  his  voluntary  contributions  to  the  charita- 
ble institutions  and  objects  contemplated  by  the  deed 
were  in  each  year,  at  least,  equal  in  amount  to  what  he 
would  have  been  compelled  to  pay  if  the  deed  had  been 
enforced  against  him.  The  evidence  on  which  this  alle- 
gation rests  is  to  be  found  in  the  depositions  of  the 
Defendants  Easi  and  Bums.  I  have  carefiilly  examined 
those  depositions,  and  I  have  also  minutely  inspected 
the  account-books  which  are  in  evidence  — the  books 
kept  by  the  treasurer  of  the  chapel,  as  well  as  the  minute 
book,  and  from  that  examination  I  have  been  led  to  the 
following  conclusions. 
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Way 


In  the  first  place,  the  allegations  of  the  witnesses  that  1853. 

the  total  amount  of  Gwennap^s  contributions  to  charity 
amounted  in  each  year,  or  upon  an  average  of  years, 
to  95/.  a  year,  seems  to  me  to  rest  on  conjecture  rather  East. 

than  to  be  the  result  of  any  actual  and  accurate  know- 
ledge possessed  by  them ;  and  the  impression  left  on  my 
mind  is,  that  the  fact,  to  say  the  least,  is  very  doubtful. 

In  the  second  place,  it  is  clear  that,  even  supposing 
that  fact  to  be  as  alleged,  namely,  that  the  total  amount 
of  Chcennap*s  contributions  to  charity  amounted  in  each 
year,  upon  an  average,  to  95L  a  year,  still  the  truth  of  it 
is  only  attempted  to  be  made  out  by  including  in  the  list 
of  charities  on  which  those  voluntary  contributions  were 
bestowed,  some  charities  which  are  not  among  those  spe- 
cified in  the  deed  as  the  objects  of  the  trust,  including 
all  Gwennap's  private  alms  doled  out  to  the  sick  and 
poor. 

And  thirdly,  it  is  still  more  clear  that  even  as  to  those 
charitable  objects  mentioned  in  the  deed,  which  did 
derive  some  benefit  from  Gwen nap's  voluntary  contribu- 
tions, scarcely  one  of  them,  if  any,  derived  a  benefit  equal 
to  that  to  which  it  was  entitled  under  the  deed.  As  an 
instance  of  this,  although  Dr.  Burns  says  in  his  evidence, 
he  should  presume  that  Mr.  Gwennap  contributed  40/.  a 
year  to  the  reduction  of  the  debt  on  the  chapel— he 
should  presume  he  did  so — yet  when  I  turn  to  the  trea- 
surer's book,  kept  by  Gwennap  himself,  not  only  is  there 
no  trace  of  a  single  farthing  having  been  contributed  by 
him  for  that  object,  but  I  find  that  from  January,  1840, 
down  to  Gwennap^s  death,  the  same  sum  in  each  year 
was  paid  for  interest  on  the  debt,  namely,  9HL  a  year,  in- 
dicating that  during  that  period  there  was  no  reduction 
whatever  in  the  amount  of  the  debt;  and  the  interest  is 
always  paid  out  of  the  general  income  of  the  chapel,  to 
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1 853.  which  Mr.  Gtoennap  did  not  contribute  a  single  shillings 

^"^y^^        unless  in  the  form  of  a  pew  rent. 
Way 

V. 

East.  j  Jq  not>  however^  think  it  neeessary  to  ocxnipy  time 

by  pointing  out  all  the  details  of  evidence  which  have 
led  me  to  these  conclusions  as  to  the  facts^  because  after 
all  I  cannot  admit  that  spontaneous  and  irregular  and 
occasional  acts  of  charity  done  by  Mr.  Gwennap,  what- 
ever their  amount,  can  be  taken  in  satisfaction  and  dis- 
charge of  his  liability  under  the  trust  deed,  especially 
where  it  is  clear  that  Gtvennap  himself  never  entertained 
the  least  notion  to  this  effect,  at  least  until  the  latter  end  of 
the  year  1847,  when  an  idea  was  suggested  and  adopted 
in  order  to  carry  out  a  scheme  which  I  shall  presently 
have  occasion  to  refer  to.  Indeed,  Dr.  Burns  tells  us  in 
his  evidence,  that  he  does  not  think  that  if  Choennap  had 
been  called  upon  by  the  trustees  under  the  deed,  it  would 
have  affected  the  amount  of  his  voluntary  contributions. 
So  that  the  effect  of  the  nonpayment  of  this  annuity, 
during  the  whole  of  the  period  from  the  execution  of  the 
deed  down  to  the  death  of  Gwennap,  a  period  of  some- 
where about  twelve  years,  remains  without  any  explana- 
tion, or  any  thing  satisfactorily  to  account  for  it. 

I  proceed  now  to  a  third  fact  on  which  the  Plaintiffs 
rely ;  and  whatever  may  be  thought  of  those  two  facts 
which  I  have  hitherto  been  discussing,  I  must  confess 
that  this  fact  does  appear  to  me  all  but  conclusive  to 
prove  that  the  design  of  the  parties  to  the  deed  was, 
that  it  was  not  to  come  into  operation  until  a  future 
period.  The  fact  to  which  I  refer  is,  the  careful  con- 
cealment of  the  existence  of  the  deed,  and  of  every  one 
of  its  trusts  and  purposes,  from  the  members  of  the 
congregation  of  the  chapel,  and  from  the  deacons  and 
helps,  and  other  officers  of  the  chapel,  and  from  the 


Way 
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treasurer  and  comisittees  of  the  several  charities  men-  IS53, 

tioned  in  the  deed,  and,  in  fine,  from  every  other  human 
being  until  the  month  of  June,  1850— a  period  of  eleven  ^ 

years  and  upwards  from  its  foundation  ;  and  it  appears  £ast« 

then  to  have  been  disclosed  only  for  the  purpose  of 
effecting  a  scheme,  to  which  I  shall  hereafter  have 
occasion  to  advert.  I  say,  "  careful  concealment,"  for  it 
could  not  have  been  accidental.  Such  a  suggestion 
would  be  utterly  incredible,  and  no  one  has  ventured  to 
make  it.  I  confess  I  do  not  see  how  it  is  possible  to 
account  for  this  concealment,  except  upon  the  assumption 
that  the  deed  was  not  intended  to  be  enforced  during 
that  time.  Why  were  the  congregation  and  the  officers 
of  the  chapel  to  be  studiously  kept  in  ignorance  that  a 
deed  had  been  executed,  making  present  provision  for 
the  application  of  40Z.  a  year  to  increase  the  minister's 
salary,  or  in  case  of  that  salary  exceeding  150/,  a  year, 
^then  to  the  reduction  of  the  debt  on  their  chapel  ?  Why 
were  the  treasurer  and  committees  of  the  visiting  society 
to  be  kept  in  ignorance  that  30/.  a  year  was  provided  for 
the  purposes  of  this  institution  on  condition  that  they 
raised  from  other  sources  another  30/.  a  year  for  the 
same  purposes  ?  Why  were  the  ministers  of  th^  Sunday 
school,  or  the  treasurer  and  members  of  the  Baptist 
House  Mission,  to  be  kept  in  ignorance  of  the  benefits 
provided  by  the  deed  for  those  respective  institutions  ? 
Why,  but  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  any  one  interested 
in  those  charities  from  insisting  on  the  enforcement  of 
the  trusts  and  provisions  of  the  deed  against  Mr.  Gwen- 
nap.  The  retention  of  the  deed  by  Mr.  Gtoennap,  and 
the  non-payment  of  the  annuity,  are  facts  for  which, 
though  not  without  significance,  it  is  still  possible  to 
suggest  something  like  an  explanation  or  excuse,  more 
or  less  plausible ;  but  I  confess  I  do  not  perceive  how, 
consistently  with  the  supposition  of  the  total  absence  of 


60  CASES    IN    CHANCERY. 

1853.  any  design  to  postpone  the  operation  of  the  deed,  it  is 

yr^^"^"^        possible  to  explain  or  account  for  the  non-communication 
,^/  of  its  existence  to  those  who  were  so  much  interested  in 

East.  it,  and  to  whom  the  tidings  of  Mr.  Gwennap^s  beneficence 

would  have  been  so  welcome.  The  concealment  of  the 
*  deed  and  of  its  provisions  were^  beyond  doubt,  designed 
and  studied,  and  appear  to  me  to  involve  the  irresistible 
inference  that  there  existed  from  the  first  among  the 
parties  to  the  deed,  a  design  that  the  deed  should  not  be 
immediately  put  in  force,  and  that  the  payment  of  the 
annuity  should  not  commence  till  a  future  period.  And 
if  this  be  the  inference  to  be  deduced  from  the  fact  of 
the  concealment  of  the  deed  and  of  its  provi:»ions,  what 
strong  corroboration  does  not  that  inference  derive  from 
the  nature  of  the  information  which  Dr.  Burns  tells  us 
he  did  communicate  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Gwennaps 
intended  bounty  to  the  chapel  and  its  charities.  He 
says  in  his  deposition  :  "  I  never  did  communicate  pre-  ' 
vious  to  the  meetings  of  1850  to  any  meeting  the  fact  of 
the  execution  of  the  deed  by  Mr.  Gwennap.  All  that  I 
ever  did  was  to  communicate  generally  that  the  charities 
would  be  benefited  by  Mr.  Gwennap  in  the  course  of  a 
few  years.  I  mentioned  to  individuals  casually,  in  the 
course  of  conversation,  the  fact  that  the  charities  would 
be  benefited  by  Mr.  Gwennap.'*  So  that  not  only  did 
Dr.  Burns  during  eleven  or  twelve  years  carefully  sur- 
press  the  fact,  that  there  existed  a  deed  by  the  express 
terms  of  which  the  charities  were  then  entitled  to  a 
present  benefit,  and  which  benefit  he  now  insists  was 
never  intended  to  be  withdrawn  or  postponed  for  a  single 
hour,  but  he  did  communicate  the  intelligence  that  a 
future  benefit  to  the  charities  was  to  be  expected  from 
Mr.  Gwennap,  implying,  of  course,  that  they  were 
entitled  to  no  present  benefit.  In  order  to  maintain 
this  grant,   Dr.   Burns  now   endeavours   to   make   us 
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Wat 

V. 


believe  that  he  not  only  carefully  surpressed  the  truths  1853. 

bat  that  he   made  communications   which   necessarily 

implied  falsehood.     I  am  satisfied  that  Dr.  Burns  is  not 

open  to  the  imputation  which  he  thus  seems  to  invoke  East. 

on  himself.     In  concealing  the  existence  of  the  deed, 

and   in   communicating  the   intelligence   that  a  future 

benefit,  and   not  a  present  one,   would   come   to   the 

charities  from  Mr.  Gtcennap,  Dr.  Burns  was  acting  in 

conformity  with  that  which  all  the  res  gest<B  of  the  case 

combine  in  showing  to  have  been  the  real  truth,  namely, 

that  the  benefit  to  the  charities  was  designed  to  be  future 

and  not  present,  and  therefore  that  it  was  prudent  to 

keep  the  deed  concealed,  because,  by  its  express  terms, 

the  benefit  was  present  and  not  future. 

The  next  circumstance  relied  on  in  support  of  the 
Plaintiffs'  contention  is,  the  giving  of  the  memorandum 
of  the  29th  December,  1847.  There  seems  no  reason 
to  doubt  what  was  the  reason  and  purpose  of  that  trans- 
action. It  was  evidently  occasioned  by  the  apprehension 
felt  by  Mr.  Gwennap  (whether  spontaneously  occurring 
to  bis  own  mind,  or  suggested  to  him  by  some  member 
of  his  family,  is  immaterial),  lest  at  some  future  time  he 
or  his  executors  ader  him  should  be  called  upon  to  pay 
up  the  arrears  of  the  annuity  from  the  date  of  the  deed, 
which,  by  the  express  terms  of  the  deed,  he  was  liable  to 
pay,  but  which  it  was  never  intended  he  should  pay. 
The  arrears  already  at  that  time  amounted  to  upwards  of 
700/.  To  relieve  Mr.  Gwennap's  mind  from  this  appre- 
hension, it  was  arranged  between  him  and  the  trustees 
of  the  annuity,  that  they  should  give  him  a  release,  or 
what  purported  to  be  a  release,  and  accordingly  the  trus- 
tees. Burns  and  East,  signed  and  delivered  to  Gwennap, 
the  memorandum  in  question,  dated  29th  December, 
1847,  by  which  they  professed  to  discharge  him  from  all 
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IS5S.  claims  up  to  that  time,  and^  indeed,  to  renew  the  same 
discharge  every  half-year  during  his  life.  Now  this  trans- 
action,  even  when  regarded  under  this  general  aspect, 
appears  to  me  to  afford  no  slight  confirmation  of  the 
inference,  that  the  annuity  was  never  intended  to  be 
demanded  or  paid  during  the  grantors  life ;  but  when  we 
come  to  examine  more  closely  the  terms  in  which  the 
memorandum  itself  is  couched,  it  seems  to  supply  most 
cogent  evidence  in  support  of  the  Plaintiffs'  case.  The 
trustees  therein  described  themselves  as  being,  "  the 
legally  appointed  trustees  and  executors  of  certain  be- 
quests and  annuities  left  by  Mr.  Thomas  Gwennap  to 
Enon  Chapel,  and  benevolent  institutions  connected 
therewith."  Now  the  instrument  sets  out  with  a  recital 
in  the  form  of  a  declaration  and  affirmation  by  the 
trustees,  that  "they  are  fully  aware  that  Mr.  Thomas 
Owennap  bequeathed  the  said  annuities  by  bond  or  gift 
in  January,  1839,  to  meet  the  legal  difficulties  arising 
from  the  law  of  Mortmain,  but  designing  that  the  said 
annuities  should  not  be  paid  till  after  his  death."  Then 
follows  another  recital,  "  that  in  lieu  of  these  annuities  he, 
Gwennap^  has  during  his  life,  contributed  to  the  said 
charities  liberally."  And  then  it  proceeds  thus,  "  There- 
fore we  do  hereby  declare  that  we  could  not,  in  justice, 
demand  any  of  the  annuities  until  it  shall  please  Divine 
Providence  to  remove  by  death  Mr.  Thomas  Gwennap^ 
and  in  proof  of  our  purpose  and  intention,  and  for  the 
satisfaction  of  Mr.  Gwennap  and  his  heirs,  we  do  attach 
our  names  to  this  document,  which  we  wish  to  be  our 
entire  discharge  of  all  claims  on  the  said  bond  up  to  this 
date,  and  also  engage  to  renew  the  same  discharge  every 
half-year  during  the  life  of  Mr.  Thomas  Gwennap.^* 

After  all  the  very  ingenious  and  elaborate  arguments 
which  have  been  urged  with  a  view  to  explain  away  the 
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effect  of  this  document,  I  confess  the  impression  it  makes  1853. 

on  my  mind  is  habemus  confitentem  reum.     It  appears  to        ^^^^ 
me  that  it  amounts  to  a  deliberate  and  explicit  declara-  ,,. 

tion  by  the  principal  parties  to  the  deed,  that  the  wish  East. 

and  purpose  of  Mr.  Gwennap  was  to  leave  the  annuity 
to  the  several  charities  so  as  to  take  eflect  at  his  death, 
the  most  natural  and  obvious  mode  of  doing  which  would 
have  been  by  testamentary  bequest.  But  the  law  of 
Mortmain  prohibited  this  and  made  it  necessary  that  it 
should  be  done  by  deed  inter  vivos,  and  expressed  to 
take  eflect  in  prasenii ;  that  for  that  reason  only  Gwen^ 
nap  had  resorted  to  the  mode  of  doing  it  by  deed  in  that 
form,  but  that  notwithstanding  the  terms  of  the  deed  his 
design  continued  to  be  that  the  annuity  should  not  be 
paid  till  his  death ;  that  the  trustees  are  fully  aware  of 
this,  and  for  that  reason  and  also  by  reason  that  Mr. 
Gwennap  has  been  a  liberal  contributor  to  Enon  Chapel 
and  the  charitable  inatituftions  connected  with  it,  they,  the 
trustees,  signed  the  memorandum  for  the  satisfaction  of 
Gwennap  and  his  heirs,  that  is,  in  order  to  remove  any 
apprehension  that  he  or  his  family  might  entertain  as  to 
the  liability  being  ever  enforced  on  him,  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  deed.  This  appears  to  me  to  be  the  scope  and 
meaning  of  the  instrument,  to  be  deduced  not  only  from 
the  expressions  which  so  repeatedly  occur,  pointing  to 
the  testamentary  character  of  the  gifl,  but  fVom  every 
passage  of  it  from  the  beginning  to  the  end.  The  refer- 
ence to  Gwennap  8  liberal  contributions  to  the  charities 
is  evidently  thrown  in  by  way  of  suggesting  an  addi* 
tional  reason  why  Gwennap's  design  of  nonpayment 
should  be  efiectuated,  and  not  as  expressing  any  notion 
that  his  voluntary  contributions  up  to  that  time  should  be 
taken  and  considered  as  payments  in  satisfaction  and  dis- 
charge of  his  liability  under  the  deed.  In  fact,  whatever 
ground  there  could  have  been  for  the  suggestion  that 
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1853.  these  voluntary  contributions  should  be  taken  in   dis- 

charge of  past  liability,  it  would  be  quite  absurd  to  sup- 
pose that  the  parties  meant  to  regard  them  as  discharging 
all  future  liability  during  the  rest  of  his  life,  and  as  form- 
ing a  sufficient  consideration  for  the  engagement  to  renew 
the  discharge  every  half-year  while  he  lived. 

I  may,  in  passing,  make  this  observation,  as  bearing  on 
a  part  of  the  case  which  I  have  before  considered,  that 
the  parties  to  the  instrument,  in  referring  to  the  liability 
of  Gwennap's  contributions,  do  not  venture  to  allege  that 
the  amount  of  them^  either  in  the  aggregate,  or  as  re- 
garded the  respective  charitable  objects,  was  equal  to 
what  would  have  been  payable  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  deed. 

Another  transaction  took  place  a  few  years  later,  the 
bearing  of  which  has  the  same  confirmatory  tendency  as 
that  of  the  memorandum  of  1847.  In  June,  1850,  a  few 
months  before  Gwennap's dea,ih,it  occurred  to  Dr.  Burns 
that  he  and  his  co-trustee  might  find  themselves  in  an 
awkward  predicament,  in  respect  of  this  trust  deed,  when 
its  existence  should  be  disclosed  after  Gwennap's  death. 
For  whereas,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  deed,  it  was 
their  duty  to  have  received  from  Gwennap  951.  every 
year,  and  to  have  applied  it  according  to  the  trusts,  they 
had  not  only  omitted  to  do  so,  but  had  given  an  under- 
taking that  so  far  as  in  them  lay,  he  should  never  be 
called  upon  for  payment  during  his  life.  So  that  there 
was  ground  for  apprehending  that  the  trustees  them- 
selves might,  at  some  future  time,  be  held  personally 
responsible.  To  relieve  the  trustees  from  this  danger, 
the  following  scheme  was  arranged  and  carried  into 
effect.  Gwennap  drew  a  cheque  on  his  bankers  for 
1045/.,  which  was  the  amount  that  would  have  been  due 


CASES    IN    CHANCERY.  65 

for  the  arrears  of  the  annuity,  according  to  the  provisions  1853. 

of  the  deed.     Dr.  Burns  carried  the  cheque  the  same         ^w^*^ 
evening  to  a  meeting  of  the  deacons  and  other  oflScers  of  9. 

the  chapel.     They  concurred  in  hia  proposal,  that  it  Ea8t% 

should  be  returned  to  Gwennap^  and  accordingly  at  the 
termination  of  the  meeting.  Burns  carried  back  the 
cheque  to  Gweunap^  and  took  his  receipt  for  it.  At  the 
next  general  meeting  of  the  chapel,  that  act  of  the 
officers  was  confirmed.     That  was  the  transaction. 

Now,  upon  a  careful  consideration  of  all  the  circum- 
stances aflecting  this  transaction,  and  especially  the  form 
and  language  of  the  cheque,  the  terms  in  which  the 
minute  of  the  resolution  of  the  meeting  is  entered  in  the 
books,  and  the  language  of  the  receipt  given  by  Gwennap 
for  the  cheque,  together  with  the  fact  that  Gwennap's 
balance  at  his  bankers,  at  the  date  of  the  cheque,  was 
only  175/.  and  a  fraction,  and  at  no  time,  for  at  least  five 
years,  had  he  sufficient  funds  in  his  bankers*  hands  to  pay 
one-third  of  the  amount  of  the  cheque,  I  am  quite  satis- 
fied that  the  whole  transaction  was  merely  a  contrivance 
to  exonerate  the  trustees  from  responsibility,  by  affecting 
a  sham  payment,  and  that  it  never  was  intended  by 
Gwennap  or  Dr.  Burns  that  the  cheque  should  ever  be 
presented  for  payment.  And  I  arrive  at  the  conclu- 
sion wholly  irrespective  of  Jane  Gwennap's  evidence. 
I  regret  that  Dr.  Burns  should  have  permitted  himself 
to  state,  as  he  does  in  one  of  his  answers,  that  he  be- 
lieved that  it  was  intended  by  Gwennap  that  the  cheque 
should  be  presented  for  payment,  and  J  wish  I  could  alto- 
gether concur  in  the  ingenious  arguments  by  which  his 
able  counsel  have  endeavoured  to  explain  away  that  state- 
ment. If  the  cheque  was  given  by  Gwennap  with  the 
intention  that  it  should  be  presented  for  payment,  and  it 
was  so  received  by  Dr.  Burns,  and  was  presented  to  the 
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1853.  meeting  as  a  cheque  bond  fide  drawn  and  intended  as 

---'^        a  payment  of  the  arrears  of  the  annuity^  then  in  fact 
p,  Gwennap  did  pay  the  whole  annuity  under  the  deed,  up 

East.  to  January,  1850;  and  yet  Dr.  Burns  says  in  his  depo- 

sition,  that  no  payment  was  ever  made  by  Mr.  Gwennap 
under  the  deed.  And  he  says  so  with  perfect  truth :  no 
payment  ever  was  made,  the  giving  this  cheque  was  no 
payment ;  and  why  was  it  no  payment  ?  Because  it  never 
was  intended  to  be  presented  for  payment;  and  the 
giving  and  returning  of  the  cheque  was  a  mere  piece  of 
machinery,  intended  to  exonerate  the  trustees  from  re- 
sponsibility. The  transaction  is  most  correctly  described 
in  the  case  submitted  to  counsel,  on  behalf  of  Dr.  Sums 
and  others,  as  having  been  "  a  pseudo-payment."  The 
very  party,  who,  on  behalf  of  Dr.  Burns,  framed  the 
case,  so  regarded  the  transaction,  and  so  stated  it  to 
counsel  for  their  opinion,  and  nobody  who  does  not  wil- 
fully blind  himself  to  the  truth,  can  fail  to  come  to  the 
same  conclusion. 

The  facts  which  I  have  been  hitherto  considering,  are 
those  with  respect  to  which  (i.e.  with  respect  to  the  ex- 
istence of  the  facts)  there  is  no  controversy.  In  con- 
sidering them  separately,  as  I  have  hitherto  done,  I 
should  say  that  some  of  them  are  capable  of  more  or  less 
explanation  or  extenuation ;  others  of  them  it  is  very 
difficult,  perhaps  impossible,  to  reconcile  with  the  theory 
that  all  the  parties  to  the  deed  intended  that  it  should 
come  into  immediate  operation.  If  such  be  a  fair  and 
just  estimate  of  the  several  facts  when  regarded  sepa- 
rately, and  each  as  standing  by  itself,  I  confess  that  when 
I  view  them  in  conjunction  and  as  a  whole,  each  illus- 
trated by  the  light  reflected  upon  it  by  the  others,  it 
appears  to  me  that  there  is  such  a  body  of  evidence  as  is 
quite  sufficient  to  convince  a  sound  and  temperate  judg- 
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menty  beyond  reasonable  doubt,  that  there  did  exist  at  1 853. 


Way 


the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  deed  of  1839,  and  during 
all  the  subsequent  time,  a  design  among  the  parties  to  ^^ 

the  deed,  that  the  payment  of  the  annuity  should  not  East. 

commence  till  the  death  of  Mr.  Gwennap. 

I  have  thus  far  abstained  from  referring  to  the  parol 
testimony.  The  principal  witnesses,  whose  evidence 
directly  afiects  this  question,  are,  on  the  one  side,  Mr. 
WycUt,  Miss  Gwennap  and  Eliza  Geary  ;  and  on  the 
other.  Dr.  Burns,  Eliza  Geary  was  servant  of  all  work 
in  the  family  of  Dr.  Burns^  and  she  deposes  to  having  • 
often  heard  Dr.  Burns,  in  the  course  of  conversation, 
say,  that  he  and  the  chapel  would  benefit  by  Mr.  Gwen- 
nap s  death,  and  that  he  wished  Gwennap  to  leave  95/. 
a  year  as  an  annuity  to  the  chapel,  and  this  was  the 
benefit  which  the  chapel,  he  said,  would  get  by  his  death. 
Now  I  cannot  say  that  I  am  disposed  to  attribute  much 
weight  to  the  evidence  of  a  servant  of  all  work,  consist- 
ing  of  scraps  of  conversations,  which,  in  going  in  and 
out  of  the  room  about  her  menial  duties  several  years 
ago,  she  happened  to  pick  up  and  put  together  in  her 
own  memory.  Such  a  person,  under  such  circumstances, 
without  attributing  to  her  any  intention  of  perjury,  is  so 
liable  to  be  mistaken,  and  the  species  of  evidence  so 
little  to  be  relied  upon,  that  I  think  it  safer  to  disregard 
the  testimony  of  this  witness. 

With  respect  to  Miss  Gwennap^  she  is  one  of  the 
daughters  of  Gwennap,  the  grantor,  and  she  deposes  to 
conversations  between  her  father  and  Dr.  Bums,  which, 
supposing  them  to  have  taken  place,  would  prove  a  full 
understanding  to  have  existed,  that  payment  of  the  an- 
nuity was  not  to  be  required  till  Crwennap's  death.  I 
feel  myself  under  the  painful  necessity  of  disregarding 
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1853.  the  testimoDy  of  this  witness,  on  the  ground  that  on 
more  occasions  than  one  her  conduct  has  been  such  as 
to  render  it  impossible  to  place  confidence  in  her  veracity 

East.  and  plain  dealing. 

The  deposition  of  the  witness  Wyatt  stands  upon  a 
very  difierent  footing  from  that  of  either  of  the  two  last- 
named  witnesses.  At  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the 
deed,  he  was  employed  by  King,  the  conveyancer,  as  a 
collector  of  rents;  and  he  was  present  when  the  deed 
was  executed  in  the  office  of  Mr.  King^  and  is  one  of 
•  the  attesting  witnesses.  He  deposes  that  on  the  occasion 
of  the  execution  of  the  deed,  when  Gwennap  and  Burns 
attended  at  King's  office  for  that  purpose,  King  said  that 
there  would  not  be  any  benefit  derived  therefrom  till 
after  Gwennap's  death,  and  that  Gwennap  asked  King 
whether  he  thought  it  necessary  that  a  paper  should  be 
drawn  up  to  that  eflbct;  to  which  King  answered,  that 
he  did  not  see  any  necessity  for  it,  but  that  Gwennap 
could  have  it  if  he  thought  proper.  Now,  supposing 
such  a  conversation  to  have  taken  place,  there  is  an  end 
of  the  question  upon  which  the  parties  are  now  at  issue. 
Dr.  Bums,  however,  who  has  been  examined  as  a  wit- 
ness, distinctly  denies  that  any  such  conversation  took 
place,  as  that  which  is  deposed  to  by  WyatL  If  then 
tlie  whole  case  depended  upon  the  testimony  of  these  two 
witnesses,  I  should  have  to  consider  their  relative  claims 
to  credibility.  The  moral  character  of  each  stands  unim- 
peached.  How  do  they  respectively  stand  as  to  intelli- 
gence and  capacity  to  understand  and  report  what  passed 
on  the  occasion  ?  In  this  respect  I  do  not  see  any 
ground  of  preference.  Wgatt  would  appear,  from  his 
position,  to  have  possessed  quite  sufficient  capacity  and 
experience  in  ordinary  matters  of  business,  to  enter  fully 
into  the  meaning  of  any  conversation  of  this  nature,  at 
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which  he  might  happen  to  be  present.    How  do  they  re-  1858. 

spectively  stand  as  to  interest  ?   Wyaii  appears  to  be  ab-  w^^^ 

solutely  witliout  any  interest  whatever,  direct  or  indirect.  ^^ 

It  is  impossible  to  say  the  same  of  Dr.  Bums ;  he  has  East. 

not  only  a  direct  pecuniary  interest,  inasmuch  as  the  deed 
gives  him  40/.  a  year,  if  ever  his  salary  as  minister  does 
not  exceed  150/.  a  year,  but  he  has  an  indirect  interest  of 
a  still  more  influential  character,— I  mean  the  interest 
which  the  minister  of  a  Dissenters'  chapel  cannot  but 
feel  (and  honestly  feel)  in  having  his  chapel,  and  the 
charities  connected  with  it,  liberally  endowed.  As  to  the 
question  of  interest,  therefore,  certainly  Wyaii  and  Dr. 
Bums  stand  on  a  very  diflerent  footing.  How  do  they 
respectively  stand  with  respect  to  the  fairness  and  in- 
genuousness with  which  they  have  given  their  testimony 
throughout?  The  only  attempt  which  has  been  made  to 
throw  discredit  on  Wyaii's  evidence  is,  by  showing  that 
when  he  was  examined  at  the  Old  Bailey,  on  the  trial  of 
Dr.  Burns  for  perjury,  though  he  stated  the  former  part, 
he  did  not  state  the  whole  of  what  he  now  deposes  to  as 
having  passed  between  King  and  GuDennap^  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  execution  of  the  deed ;  and,  therefore,  tt  is 
contended,  the  whole  is  to  be  treated  as  a  fabrication.  I 
cannot  concur  in  this  view  ;  even  if  the  questions  put  to 
him  at  the  Old  Bailey  were  such  as  were  calculated  to 
elicit  a  statement  of  all  that  passed,  and  he  had  omitted 
a  part ;  even  then  it  would  be  rather  a  strong  conclusion 
that  the  whole  was  fabricated.  But,  in  fact,  we  have  no 
means  of  knowing  what  the  questions  were  which  were  put 
to  him  ;  and,  in  his  cross-examination  in  this  suit,  he  ex- 
plains that  the  reason  why  his  statement  at  the  Old  Bailey 
was  less  full  than  that  which  he  now  makes,  was,  that 
he  was  not  asked.  I  see  nothing  unfair  or  disingenuous 
in  the  tone  or  character  of  Wyait*s  evidence.  I  certainly 
cannot  say  so  much  of  Dr.  Burns's  testimony.  Not  only 
does  it  indicate  throughout  an  interested  and  zealous 
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185S.  partizan,  anxious  to  represent  matters  in  such  an  aspect 

as  would  be  roost  conducive  to  a  certain  desired  result, 
but  there  are  some  parts  of  it  which  have  struck  me  as 

East.  peculiarly  disingenuous.     I  will   mention   an   instance. 

It  was  obvious  that  the  non-payment  of  the  annuity 
would  be  strongly  insisted  upon  as  a  fact  unfavourable 
to  the  validity  of  the  deed,  the  more  especially  as  the 
first  trust  was  to  pay  40/.  a  year  to  the  minister  of  the 
chapel,  which  minister  was  Dr.  Burns  himself;  for  it 
would  of  course  be  asked,  how  came  it  that  Dr.  Sums 
never  required  payment  of  his  own  402.?  It  would 
be  a  short  and  conclusive  answer  to  this  question  to 
say,  Dr.  Bums  never  was  entitled  to  the  40/.  a  year, 
for  it  was  given  to  him  on  condition  that  his  salary  as 
minister  did  not  exceed  150/.  a  year;  and  his  salary 
always  did  exceed  that  amount.  It  was,  therefore,  an 
object  to  make  out  that  Dr.  Burns*s  salary  always  ex* 
ceeded  150/.  a  year.  Accordingly,  in  his  deposition. 
Dr.  Burns  says:  ''  In  1839,  my  receipts  as  minister 
exceeded  150/.,  I  think,  and  continually  increased  from 
that  period;  I  have  the  pew  rents  of  the  chapel.*'  And 
in  another  place  he  says :  ''  I  have  no  interest  in  the 
deed,  unless  my  salary  falls  below  150/.  My  salary  has 
always  increased  from  1839  up  to  the  last  quarter." 
Now,  from  reading  this,  I  should  have  inferred  that 
what  Dr.  Bums  meant  to  say  was,  that  from  the  time  of 
the  execution  of  the  deed  in  18S9,  his  salary,  or  if  not 
the  salary  strictly  so  called,  at  all  events  his  receipts  as 
minbter,  had  always  exceeded  150/L  a  year;  and  that 
his  receipts  as  minister  consisted  partly  of  salary  and 
partly  of  the  pew  rents.  From  a  careful  examination  of 
the  two  account  books  kept  by  the  treasurer,  and  the 
minute  book  of  the  meetings,  I  find  the  following  to  be 
the  facts :  Dr.  Bums  became  the  r^ular  minister  of  the 
chapel  in  18S5,  at  a  salary  of  ISO/,  a  year,  his  prede- 
's  salary  having  been  80/.    That  salary  of  120/. 
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was  continued  to  Dr.  Sums  down  to  Christmas,  184^9  1855. 

after  which  time  it  was  increased  to  140/.,  in  pursuance 

of  a  resolution  of  a  church  meeting  held  on  the  23rd  of 

February,  1843;  that  his  salary  continued  to  be   140/.  East. 

down  to  Christmas,  1840;  that  a  resolution  was  passed 

at  a  meeting  of  deacons,  trustees,  and  helps,  held  on  the 

1 1th  of  January,  1847,  that  the  minister's  salary  should 

be  for  the  future  180/.  a  year,  and  if  the  funds  of  the 

church  would  admit  of  it,  200/.  a  year ;  that  accordingly 

from  that  time  the  salary  was  180/,  and  so  continued 

(town  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Gwennap;  that  during  the 

whole  of  that  period  from  the  execution  of  the  deed  the 

minister  never  received  a  single  shilling  of  the  pew  rents ; 

on   the   contrary,   they   were  always    received   by   the 

treasurer,  and  by  him  regularly  brought  to  account  in 

his  books,  as  part  of  the  general  income  of  the  chapel, 

out  of  which  the  minister's  salary  and  the  other  expenses 

of  the  chapel  were  regularly  paid;  but  at  a  deacons* 

meeting,  held  at  the  close  of  a  church  meeting  on  the 

14th  of  November,  1850,  being  a  few  days  after  the 

death  of  Mr.  Gwennap^  it  was  resolved  that  in  future 

the  entire  proceeds  of  the  seat  rents,  and  of  the  monthly 

church  fund,  should  be  appropriated  to  and  received  by 

the  minister  in  lieu  of  a  fixed  salary,  and  that  in  the 

event  of  the  amount  falling  short  of  200/.  per  annum, 

that  sum  should  be  made  up  from  other  sources:  and, 

accordingly,  on  turning  to  the  treasurer's  books,  I  find 

that  from  that  time  the  pew  rents  and  monthly  church 

fund,  which  up  to  that  time  had  been  regularly  brought 

to  account  as  part  of  the  stated  income  of  the  chapel, 

cease  to  appear  as  part  of  the  income ;  and  the  minister's 

salary,  which  up  to  that  time  had  been  regularly  entered 

as  part  of  the  usual  disbursements,  ceases  to  be  debited : 

so  that  for  the  first  eight  years  after  the  execution  of  the 

deed,  the  minister's  salary  was  under  150/.  a  year;  Dr. 

Burns  never  having  had  a  shilling  of  the  pew  rents 
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18/»S.  during  Gwennap^s  life,  nor  is  there  a  trace  of  anything 

_  else  having  been   received   by  him  as   minister;   and 

p,  though  Dr.  Bums,  in  giving  his  evidence  in  1853,  could 

East.  gay  with  strict  adherence  to  the  letter  of  the  truth,  "  I 

have  the  pew  rents  of  the  chapel,**  yet  the  inference 
which  any  one  would  draw  from  that  statement,  with  its 
context,  that  he  had  them  while  Gwennap  lived,  and  that 
they  were  an  addition  to  his  salary,  has  no  sort  of  founda* 
tion  in  fact.  I  might  point  out  other  parts  of  Dr.  JBums*s 
evidence  which  renders  it  impossible  for  me  to  regard 
him  as  a  witness  whose  object  is  to  state  the  whole 
unvarnished  truth  with  a  total  disregard  to  consequences. 
If,  then,  I  were  compelled  to  decide  on  the  degree  of 
credit  which  is  due  to  Wyatt  and  Dr.  Burns  respecdvely 
upon  any  point  on  which  their  evidence  was  in  direct 
conflict,  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  should  give  it  in 
favour  of  Wyatt.  But  after  all  they  are  not  necessarily 
in  conflict.  Wyatt  says  that  a  certain  conversation  took 
place  between  King  and  Gwennap  in  a  room  where 
Burns  was  present;  Burns  says  that  no  such  conver- 
sation took  place,  i.  e. — that  he  did  not  hear  any  such 
conversation;  and  they  are  only  necessarily  in  conflict, 
if  it  was  physically  and  absolutely  impossible  for  such 
conversation  to  take  place  without  Dr.  Burns  hearing  it. 

I  have  perhaps  given  more  time  to  the  discussion  of 
the  parol  evidence  than  was  necessary,  because  the 
question  really  is,  whether  Dr.  Bumss  denial  of  the 
existence  of  any  agreement  with  Gwennap^  that  the  deed 
should  not  come  into  operation  till  his  death,  is  sufiicient 
to  do  away  the  overwhelming  weight  of  the  evidence  the 
other  way  arising  out  of  facts  which  are  really  not  in 
dispute.  To  my  mind  the  evidence  against  the  validity 
of  the  deed  is  sufiicient  without  the  parol  proof  of  con- 
versations ;  and  I  must  declare  the  deed  to  be  void,  and 
decree  that  it  be  set  aside. 
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GEORGE   RICE,  LYDIA  RICE  and  WILLIAM         1353 . 
NAIL   and    HANNAH    his   Wife   r.  MICHAEL  15  and  16  Dec. 

RICE,  JOSEPH  EDE  and  STEPHEN  KNIGHT.        v^-;^ 

Priority, 

X  HIS  was  the  hearinir  of  the  cause  on  a  motion  for  a  ?««"«« 

^  prtority 

decree.     Michael  Rice,  the  Brst  Defendant,  purchased        between. 

from  George  Rice,  E.  Moore  and  his  wife,  Lydia  Rice  ..    jj 

and  W.  Nail  and  his  wife,  certain  leasehold  property,  veyed  without 

On  the  execution  of  the  assignment  E,  Moore  received  receiving  hia 

his  share  of  the  purchase-money;    but  no  money  was  ^Q^ey  the 

received  by  the  other  vendors,  who  allowed  the  payment  receipt  of  it 

to  stand  over  for  a  few  days  on  the  promise  of  the  pur-  ^««  c"°<>''«f  ^ 

chaser  then  to  pay.     However,  the  assignment  recited  and  the  title 

the  payment  of  the  whole  purchase-money,  and  the  usual  deeds  delivered 

receipt  was  endorsed  on  it,  and  the  other  title  deeds  were  chaser.    The 

delivered  up  to  the  purchaser.  purcliascr  then 

made  a  mort- 
gage by  de- 
The  day  following  the  execution  of  the  deed,  Michael  posit,  and  ab- 

Rice  deposited  the  assignment  and  title  deeds  with  the  ponded:  Held, 

as  between  the 
Defendants  Ede  and  Knight,  with  a  memorandum  of  vendor's  lien 

deposit,  to  secure  an  advance.     Rice  then  absconded,  for  his  unpaid 
without  paying  either  the  vendors  or  the  equitable  mort-  ^"'JJey'rnd  the 
gagees.  right  of  the 

mortgagee,  that 
the  possession 
These  were  the  principal  facts  of  the  case.    The  other  ^f  ^he  title 

material  circumstances  will  be  found  stated  in  the  judg-  deeds,  and  the 
ment.  The  bill  was  for  payment  of  the  purchase-money,  joi-gement  of" 
or  for  sale  of  the  premises ;  and  it  being  admitted  that  the  receipt  on 

the  deed,  gave 
the  mortgagee  the  better  equity. 

Principles  of  the  rale  as  to  the  effect  of  priority  in  point  of  time. 
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Rice 
and  Others 

V. 
RiCB 

and  Others. 


there  was  not  enough  to  pay  both  the  vendors  and  the 
equitable  mortgagees,  the  question  in  the  cause  was, 
which  ought  to  have  priority,  the  vendors  or  the  equitable 
mortgagees. 

Mr.  E.  F.  Smith,  for  the  Plaintifis. 

This  question  was  raised  but  not  decided  in  Nairn 
V.  Prow8e{a).  In  principle,  however,  the  point  has 
been  decided.  In  Macreth  v.  Symmonsib),  the  lien 
of  a  vendor  is  much  considered.  According  to  that 
case  the  lien  of  the  Plaintiffs  would  prevail,  unless 
the  deposit  of  the  deeds  make  a  difference:  Allen  v. 
Knight  (c). 

It  is  quite  true  that  here  the  vendors  put  it  in  the 
power  of  the  purchaser  to  commit  a  fraud.  But  on  the 
other  hand,  the  mortgagees  might  have  taken,  and  have 
not  taken,  the  legal  title. 

There  being  a  receipt  endorsed  on  the  deed  is  of  no 
consequence,  for,  whether  it  is  or  not,  the  lien  prevails : 
Allen  V.  Knight,  on  appeal  (<f);  Plumb  v.  JFluitt(je); 
Bamett  v.  Weston  (/).  So  the  mere  letting  the  title 
deeds  go  and  remain  out  of  the  possession  of  the  vendors, 
the  persons  having  the  first  incumbrance,  does  not  post- 
pone them ;  for  they  could  not  have  refused  to  deliver 
up  the  deeds :  Goode  v.  Burton  (g).  The  conclusion,  jus- 
tified by  the  authorities  on  this  point,  is,  that,  unless 
there  is  either  fraud  or  wilful  negligence  in  the  party 


(«)  6  Ves.  732. 
(6)  15  Ves.  328. 
(c)  5  Hare,  272. 
(c/)  11  Jur.  527. 


(0  2  Anstr.  572. 
(/)  12  Ves.  130. 
(g)  1  Exch.  189. 
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allowing  the  deeds  to  go  out  of  his  possession^  his  prio- 
rity shall  not  be  disturbed. 

In  this  case  the  dates  and  other  facts  are  material. 
The  purchaser  was  known  by  the  mortgagees  to  be  in 
embarrassed  circumstances,  and  they  find  him  producing 
to  them  a  conveyance  executed  only  the  day  before,  and 
that  by  a  marksman.  This  was  enough  to  put  them  on 
their  guard. 

Mr.  Elmsley  and  Mr.  J,  V.  Prior,  for  the  Defendants, 
the  mortgagees. 

The  question  is,  whether  an  equitable  mortgagee, 
having  possession  of  the  deeds,  and  that  in  consequence 
of  the  actor  omission  of  another  incumbrancer  who  might 
have  kept  them,  is  to  be  deprived  of  the  possession  of 
those  deeds,  or  of  the  benefit  of  that  possession.  They 
cited  S  Suffd.  Vend,  k  Purch,{a);  Stanhope y.  Vemey{b); 
and  in  Butler's  note,  Coke,  Litt.  (c) ;  Mangles  v.  Dick- 
son Id),  What  was  there  to  show  to  the  mortgagee  that 
the  title  of  his  mortgagors  was  not  complete  ?  The  deed 
itself  showed  the  money  to  have  been  paid :  Foster  v. 
Blackstone  («).  The  possession  of  the  deeds  is  an  ad* 
dition  to  our  equity,  which  is  in  other  respects  equal  to 
the  Plaintiffs',  and  that  gives  us  priority:  White  v.  Wake- 
field (f)-,  Maundrell  v.  Maundrell{g).  Besides,  the 
right  of  the  Plaintiff  is  a  lien,— a  mere  equitable  charge: 
it  is  no  estate*  But  an  equitable  mortgagee  has  an 
actual  estate. 
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(a)  Page  218. 
(6)  2  Eden,  81. 

(c)  Page  290. 

(d)  1  M'N.  &  Gor.  437. 


(tf)  1  My.  &  K.  297. 
(/)  7  Sim.  401. 
(g)  LO  Ves.  271. 
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1853.  The  observations  made  in  the  Srd  Tolume  of  Sir  E. 
Sugdens  Vendors  ^  Purchasers  (a)  shows  that  in  Mac- 
reih  V.  Symmons  the  question  was  one  of  lien,  speaking 
only  of  it  as  between  the  vendor  and  purchaser.  In 
Macreth  ▼.  Symmons  it  is  clear  there  was  not  and  could 
not  be  any  receipt  endorsed,  because  it  is  plain  the  con- 
sideration was  not  money  passing  between  the  parties. 
A  party  who  does  not  receive  his  purchase-money,  but 
puts  forth  a  statement  that  he  has  received  it,  has  not  so 
good  an  equity  as  the  man  who  seeing  such  a  statement, 
trusts  to  it 

Mr.  E.  F.  ^mith,  in  reply. 

Stanhope  v.  Vemey  does  not  support  the  Defendants* 
case.  All  that  it  decides  is,  that  when  there  is  a  decla- 
ration of  trust  of  a  term  and  deposit  of  the  deeds,  that 
gives  a  preferable  equity,  being  equivalent  to  an  assign- 
ment. But  here  all  that  the  Defendants  have  is  an  agree- 
ment executory.  There  can  be  no  laches  imputed  to  the 
vendors  for  letting  the  title  deeds  go  out  of  their  hands 
in  a  case  like  this,  where  the  legal  tide  to  the  deeds  was 
in  the  party  in  whose  hands  they  were  allowed  to  remain. 
Wiltshire  v.  Rabbits  {b)  was  also  referred  to. 

1854.  The  Vice^Chancellok  took  time  to  consider,  and  on 
J      jg        the  12th  January  delivered  the  following  judgment: — 

Judgrocnt,  The  question  to  be  decided  in  this  case  is,  whether  the 

equitable  interest  of  the  Plaintiff  in  respect  of  the  ven- 
dor's lien  for  unpaid  purchase  money,  is  to  be  preferred 
to  the  equitable  interest  of  the  Defendant  Ede  as  equit- 
able mortgagee. 

What  is  the  rule  of  a  Court  of  Equity  for  determining 

(«)  Psge  «02.  (6)  14  Sim.  76. 
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the  preference  as  between  persons  having  adverse  equit- 
able interests  t  The  rule  is  sometimes  expressed  in  this 
form : — "  As  between  persons  having  only  equitable  in- 
terests, qui  prior  est  tempore  potior  est  jureJ'  This  is 
an  incorrect  statement  of  the  rule ;  for  that  proposition  is 
far  from  being  universally  true.  In  fact  not  only  is  it  not 
universally  true  as  between  persons  having  only  equitable 
interests,  but  it  is  not  universally  true  even  where  their 
equitable  interests  are  of  precisely  the  same  nature,  and 
in  that  respect  precisely  equal ;  as  in  the  common  case  of 
two  successive  assignments  for  valuable  consideration  of 
a  reversionary  interest  in  stock  standing  in  the  names  of 
trustees,  where  the  second  assignee  has  given  notice, 
and  the  first  has  omitted  it 
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Another  form  of  stating  the  rule  is  this : — "  As  between 
persons  having  only  equitable  interests,  if  their  equities 
are  equal,  qui  prior  est  tempore  potior  estjure,*'  This 
form  of  stating  the  rule  is  not  so  obviously  incorrect  as 
the  former.  And  yet  even  this  enunciation  of  the  rule 
(when  accurately  considered)  seems  to  me  to  involve  a 
contradiction.  For  when  we  talk  of  two  persons  having 
equal  or  unequal  equities,  in  what  sense  do  we  use  the 
term  "  equity  ?**  For  example,  when  we  say  that  A.  has 
a  better  equity  than  B.,  what  is  meant  by  that?  It 
means  only  that  according  to  those  principles  of  right 
and  justice  which  a  Court  of  Equity  recognizes  and  acts 
upon,  it  will  prefer  A.  to  B.,  and  will  interfere  to  enforce 
the  rights  of  A.  as  against  B.  And  therefore  it  is  im- 
possible (strictly  speaking)  that  two  persons  should  have 
equal  equities,  except  in  a  case  in  which  a  Court  of 
Equity  would  altogether  refuse  to  lend  its  assistance  to 
either  party  as  against  the  other.  If  the  Court  will  in- 
terfere to  enforce  the  right  of  one  against  the  other  on 
any  ground  whatever,  say  on  the  ground  of  priority  of 
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time,  how  can  it  be  said  that  the  equities  of  the  two  are 
equal ;  i.  e.,  in  other  words,  how  can  it  be  said  that  the 
one  has  no  better  right  to  call  for  the  interference  of  a 
Court  of  Equity  than  the  other  ?  To  lay  down  the  rule 
therefore  with  perfect  accuracy,  I  think  it  should  be  stated 
in  some  such  form  as  this  : — "  As  between  persons  having 
only  equitable  interests,  if  their  equities  are  in  all  other 
respects  equal,  priority  of  time  gives  the  better  equity ; 
or,  qui  prior  est  tempore  potior  est  jure.*' 

I  have  made  these  observations,  not  of  course  for  the 
purpose  of  a  mere  verbal  criticism  on  the  enunciation  of 
a  rule,  but  in  order  to  ascertain  and  illustrate  the  real 
meaning  of  the  rule  itself.  And  I  think  the  meaning  is 
this :  that  in  a  contest  between  persons  having  only 
equitable  interests,  priority  of  time  is  the  ground  of  pre- 
ference last  resorted  to ;  i.  e.  that  a  Court  of  Equity  will 
not  prefer  the  one  to  the  other,  on  the  mere  ground  of 
priority  of  time,  until  it  finds  upon  an  examination  of 
their  relative  merits  that  there  is  no  other  sulBScient 
ground  of  preference  between  them,  or  in  other  words 
that  their  equities  are  in  all  other  respects  equal ;  and 
that  if  the  one  has  on  other  grounds  a  better  equity  than 
the  other,  priority  of  time  is  immaterial. 


In  examining  into  the  relative  merits  (or  equities)  of 
two  parties  having  adverse  equitable  interests,  the  points 
to  which  the  Court  must  direct  its  attention  are  obviously 
these :  the  nature  and  condition  of  their  respective  equit- 
able interests,  the  circumstances  and  manner  of  their 
acquisition,  and  the  whole  conduct  of  each  party  with 
respect  thereto.  And  in  examining  into  these  points,  it 
must  apply  the  test,  not  of  any  technical  rule  or  any  rule 
of  partial  application,  but  the  same  broad  principles  of 
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right  and  justice  which  a  Court  of  Equity  applies  uni- 
Tcrsally  in  deciding  upon  contested  rights. 

Now  in  the  present  case  each  of  the  parties  in  contro- 
versy has  nothing  but  an  equitable  interest ;  the  Plain- 
tifi^'  interest  being  a  vendor's  lien  for  unpaid  purchase 
money,  and  the  Defendant  JEde  having  an  equitable 
mortgage.  Looking  at  these  two  species  of  equitable  in- 
terests abstractedly,  and  without  reference  to  priority  of 
time,  or  possession  of  the  title  deeds,  or  any  other  special 
circumstances,  is  there  anything  in  their  respective  natures 
or  qualities  which  would  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  in 
natural  justice  the  one  is  better,  or  more  worthy,  or  more 
entitled  to  protection  than  the  other  I 

Each  of  the  two  equitable  interests  arises  out  of  the 
forbearance  by  the  party  of  money  due  to  him.  There 
is,  however,  this  diflerence  between  them,  that  the  ven- 
dor's lien  for  unpaid  purchase-money  is  a  right  created  by 
a  rule  of  Equity,  without  any  special  contract ;  the  right 
of  the  equitable  mortgagee  is  created  by  the  special  con- 
tract of  the  parties.  I  cannot  say  that  in  my  opinion  this 
constitutes  any  sufficient  ground  of  preference ;  though 
if  it  makes  any  difference  at  all,  I  should  say  it  is  rather 
in  favour  of  the  equitable  mortgagee,  inasmuch  as  there  is 
no  constat  of  the  right  of  the  vendor  to  his  lien  for  un- 
paid purchase-money  until  it  has  been  declared  by  a 
decree  of  a  Court  of  Equity ;  whereas  there  is  a  clear 
constat  of  the  equitable  mortgagee's  title  immediately  on 
the  contract  being  made.  But  I  do  not  see  in  this  any 
sufficient  ground  for  holding  that  the  equitable  mortgagee 
has  the  better  equity.  So  far,  then,  as  relates  to  the 
nature  and  quality  of  the  two  equitable  interests  ab- 
stractedly considered,  they  seem  to  me  to  stand  on  an 
equal  footing;   and  this  I  conceive  to  have  been  the 
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ground  of  Lord  EldorCu  decision  in  Maekreth  v.  8ym* 
mons  (a),  where,  in  a  contest  between  the  vendor's  lien 
for  unpaid  purchase-money  and  the  right  of  a  person 
who  had  subsequently  obtained  from  the  purchasers  a 
mere  contract  for  a  mortgage,  and  nothing  more,  he  de- 
cided in  favour  of  the  former,  as  being  prior  in  point  of 
time. 


If,  then,  the  vendor's  lien  for  unpaid  purchase-money, 
and  the  right  of  an  equitable  mortgagee  by  mere  contract 
for  a  mortgage,  are  equitable  interests  of  equal  worth  in 
respect  of  their  abstract  nature  and  quality,  is  there  any 
thing  in  the  special  circumstances  of  the  present  case  to 
give  to  the  one  a  better  equity  than  the  other? 

One  special  circumstance  that  occurs  is  this,  that  the 
equitable  mortgagee  has  the  possession  of  the  tide  deeds. 
The  question  therefore  arises, — Between  two  persons 
having  equitable  interests  of  equal  worth,  does  the  pos- 
session of  the  title  deeds  by  one  of  them  give  him  the 
better  equity?  In  Foster  v.  Blachstone{b\  Sir  John 
LeacA,  M.  R.,  says, — **  A  declaration  of  trust  of  an  out- 
standing term,  accompanied  by  a  delivery  of  the  deeds 
creating  and  continuing  the  term,  gives  a  better  equity 
than  a  mere  declaration  of  trust  to  a  prior  incumbrancer." 
That  is  a  case  in  which  the  two  parties  have  equitable 
interests  in  the  term  of  precisely  the  same  nature,  viz.,  a 
declaration  of  trust  of  the  term  without  an  actual  assign- 
ment; and  there  the  delivery  of  the  deeds  to  the  subse- 
quent incumbrancer  gives  him  the  better  equity.  To  the 
same  effect  is  the  decision  in  Stanhope  v.  Lord  Verney^ 
according  to  Lord  St.  Leonards'  view  of  it,  as  reported 
in  Butler's  Co.  Litt.  (c)  (which  seems  a  more  satisfiictory 

(a)  15  Ves.  329.  (6)  1  Myl.  &  K.  307. 

(c)  Page  290  b,  note  (I),  sect.  15. 


CASES    IN    CHANCERY. 


81 


report  than  that  in  2  Eden  (a)  ).  Lord  St.  Leonards  (b) 
states  it  thus:—*'  In  Stanhope  v.  Earl  Vemey,  Lord 
Northington  held  that  a  declaration  of  trust  of  a  term  in 
favour  of  a  jierson  was  tantamount  to  an  actual  assign- 
ment,  unless  a  subsequent  incumbrancer,  bonAfide  and 
without  notice,  procured  an  assignment;  and  that  the 
custody  of  the  deeds  respecting  the  term,  with  the  declar 
ration  of  the  trust  of  it  in  favour  of  a  second  incumbrancer, 
was  equivalent  to  an  actual  assignment  of  it,  and  there- 
fore gave  him  an  advantage  over  the  first  incumbrancer 
which  equity  could  not  take  from  him."  The  same  doc- 
trine appears  to  be  recognized  by  Lord  Eldon  in  Maun- 
drell  V.  M.  (c),  where  he  says,  **  It  is  clear,  with  regard 
to  mortgagees  and  incumbrancers,  that  if  they  do  not  get 
in  the  satisfied  term  in  some  sense*  either  taking  an  as- 
signment, making  the  trustee  a  party  to  the  instrument, 
or  taking  possession  of  the  deed  creating  the  term^  that 
term  cannot  be  used  to  protect  them  against  any  person 
having  mesne  charges  or  incumbrances ;"  implying  that 
taking  possession  of  the  deed  creating  the  term  would 
confer  on  a  subsequent  incumbrancer  such  right  of  pro- 
tection by  means  of  the  term.  We  have  here,  then,  ample 
authority  for  the  proposition,  or  rule  of  equity,  that  as 
between  two  persons  whose  equitable  interests  are  of 
precisely  the  same  nature  and  quality,  and  in  that  respect 
precisely  equal,  the  possession  of  the  deeds  gives  the 
better  equity.  And,  applying  this  rule  to  the  present 
case,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  equitable  interests  of  the 
two  parties  being  in  their  nature  and  quality  of  equal 
worth,  the  Defendant  having  possession  of  the  deeds  has 
the  better  equity;  and  that  there  is,  therefore,  in  this 
case  no  room  for  the  application  of  the  maxim  qui  prior 
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est  tempore  potior  est  jure,  which  is  only  applicable 
where  the  equities  of  the  two  parties  are  in  all  other 
respects  equal.  I  feel  all  the  more  confidence  in  arriving 
at  this  conclusion,  inasmuch  as  it  is  in  accordance  with 
the  opinion  expressed  by  Lord  St.  Leonards  in  his  work 
on  Vendors  and  Purchasers.  And  I  have  no  doubt 
that  in  Mackreth  v.  St/mmons,  if  the  equitable  mortgagee 
hady  in  addition  to  his  contract  for  a  mortgage,  obtained 
the  title  deeds  from  his  mortgagor,  Lord  Eldon  would 
have  decided  in  his  favour. 


I  must  however  guard  against  the  supposition  that  I 
mean  to  express  an  opinion  that  the  possession  of  title 
deeds  will  in  all  cases  and  under  all  circumstances  give 
the  better  equity.  The  deeds  may  be  in  the  possession 
of  a  party  in  such  a  manner  and  under  such  circum- 
stances as  that  such  possession  will  confer  no  advantage 
whatever.  For  example,  in  Allen  v.  Knight  (a)  (affirmed 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  reported  on  appeal  in 
11  Jur.  (&))  the  deeds  had  been  delivered  to  the  first 
equitable  mortgagee,  and  by  some  unexplained  means 
they  had  got  back  into  the  possession  of  the  mortgagor, 
who  delivered  them  to  a  subsequent  equitable  mortgagee. 
It  was  insisted  by  the  latter  that  it  must  be  presumed 
that  it  was  by  the  fault  or  neglect  of  the  first  mortgagee 
that  the  deeds  had  got  out  of  his  possession,  or  that  at 
all  events  the  Court  should  direct  an  enquiry  as  to  the 
circumstances.  But  the  Court  held  that  the  onus  lay  on 
the  second  mortgagee  of  proving  such  alleged  fault  or 
neglect  of  the  first  mortgagee ;  and  as  he  had  failed  to 
prove  it,  the  Court  could  not  presume  it,  nor  direct  an 
enquiry  on  the  subject ;  and  decreed  in  favour  of  the  first 
mortgagee.     I  think  it  may  be  clearly  inferred  from  this 


(a)  5  Hare,  272. 


(6)  Page  527. 
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case  that  if  the  first  mortgagee  bad  never  had  the  deeds 
delivered  to  him,  or  if  it  had  been  proved  that  the  deeds 
had  got  back  to  the  mortgagor  through  his  fault  or  neg- 
lect, the  decision  would  have  been  in  favour  of  the  second 
mortgagee  who  had  the  deeds.  So  the  deeds  may  have 
come  into  the  hands  of  a  subsequent  equitable  mortgagee 
by  means  of  an  act  committed  by  another  person  which 
constituted  a  breach  of  an  express  trust  as  against  the 
person  having  the  prior  equitable  interest.  In  such  a 
case  it  would  be  contrary  to  the  principles  of  a  Court  of 
Equity  to  allow  the  subsequent  mortgagee  to  avail  him- 
self of  the  injury  which  had  been  thus  done  to  the  party 
having  the  prior  equitable  estate  or  interest. 
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Indeed  it  appears  to  me  that  in  all  cases  of  contest 
between  persons  having  equitable  interests,  the  conduct 
of  the  parties  and  all  the  circumstances  must  be  taken 
into  consideration,  in  order  to  determine  which  has  the 
better  equity.  And  if  we  take  that  course  in  the  present 
case,  everything  seems  in  favour  of  the  Defendant  the 
equitable  mortgagee.  The  vendors  when  they  sold  the 
estate  chose  to  leave  part  of  the  purchase  money  unpaid, 
and  yet  executed  and  delivered  to  the  purchaser  a  con- 
veyance, by  which  they  declared  in  the  most  solemn  and 
deliberate  manner,  both  in  the  body  and  by  a  receipt  in- 
dorsed, that  the  whole  purchase  money  had  been  duly 
paid.  They  might  still  have  required  that  the  title  deeds 
should  remain  in  their  custody,  with  a  memorandum  by 
way  of  equitable  mortgage  as  a  security  for  the  unpaid 
purchase  money,  and  if  they  had  done  so  they  would 
have  been  secure  against  any  subsequent  equitable  in- 
cumbrance ;  but  that  they  did  not  choose  to  do,  and  the 
deeds  were  delivered  to  the  purchaser.  Thus  they  vo- 
luntarily armed  the  purchaser  with  the  means  of  dealing 
with  the  estate  as  the  absolute  legal  and  equitable  owner. 
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free  from  every  shadow  of  incumbrance  or  adverse  equity. 
In  truth  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  purchaser  in  mort* 
gaging  the  estate  by  the  deposit  of  the  deeds  has  done 
the  vendors  any  wrong,  for  he  has  only  done  that  which 
the  vendors  authorized  and  enabled  him  to  do.  The 
Defendant,  who  afterwards  took  a  mortgage,  was  in  eflect 
invited  and  encouraged  by  the  vendors  to  rely  on  the 
purchaser's  title.  They  had  in  effect  by  their  acts  as- 
sured the  mortgagee  that,  as  far  as  they  (the  vendors) 
were  concerned,  the  mortgagor  had  an  absolute  inde- 
feasible title  both  at  law  and  in  equity. 


The  mortgagee  was  guilty  of  no  negligence ;  he  was 
perfectly  justified  in  trusting  to  the  security  of  the  equit- 
able mortgage  by  deposit  of  the  deeds,  without  the 
slightest  obligation  to  go  and  inquire  of  the  vendors 
whether  they  had  received  all  their  purchase  money,  when 
they  had  already  given  their  solemn  assurance  in  writing 
that  they  had  received  every  shilling  of  it,  and  had  con- 
veyed the  estate  and  delivered  over  the  deeds  ;  and  I  do 
not  think  that  the  fact  of  the  conveyance  bearing  date 
only  the  day  before  the  mortgage  imposed  on  him  any 
such  obligation.  The  Defendant  omitted  nothing  that 
was  necessary  to  constitute  a  complete  and  effectual 
equitable  mortgage;  and  although  the  mortgage  was 
taken,  not  for  money  actually  advanced  at  the  time,  but 
for  an  antecedent  debt,  the  forbearance  of  that  debt  con- 
stitutes a  full  and  sufficient  valuable  consideration. 


Upon  a  comparison  then  of  the  conduct  of  the  two 
parties  and  a  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  and  especially  the  fact  of  the  possession  of  the 
deeds,  which  the  mortgagee  acquired  with  perfect  bona 
fides,  and  without  any  wrong  done  to  the  vendors,  I  am 


CASES    IN    CHANCERY. 


85 


of  opinion  that  the  equity  of  the  mortgagee  is  far  better 
than  that  of  the  vendor,  and  ought  to  prevail. 

I  may  in  conclusion  venture  to  make  the  suggestion, 
that  the  point  now  under  consideration  is  often  put  by 
text  writers  in  a  form  calculated  to  mislead,  when  it  is 
propounded  as  a  question  whether  the  vendor,  in  respect 
of  his  lien  for  unpaid  purchase  money,  or  an  equitable 
mortgagee,  ought  to  be  preferred ;  or  when  an  opinion  is 
expressed  that  the  one  or  the  other  has  the  better  equity. 
If  I  am  right  in  my  view  of  the  matter,  neither  the  one 
nor  the  other  has  necessarily  and  under  all  circumstances 
the  better  equity.  Their  equitable  interests,  abstractedly 
considered,  are  of  equal  value  in  respect  of  their  nature 
and  quality ;  but  whether  their  equities  are  in  other  re- 
spects equal,  or  whether  the  one  or  the  other  has  acquired 
the  better  equity,  must  depend  upon  all  the  circumstances 
of  each  particular  case,  and  especially  the  conduct  of  the 
respective  parties.  And  among  the  circumstances  which 
may  give  to  the  one  the  better  equity,  the  possession  of 
the  title  deeds  is  a  very  material  one.  But  if  after  a 
close  examination  of  all  these  matters,  there  appears 
nothing  to  give  to  the  one  a  better  equity  than  the  other, 
then,  and  then  only,  resort  must  be  had  to  the  maxim 
qui  prior  est  tempore  potior  est  jure,  and  priority  of 
time  then  gives  the  better  equity. 


1854. 

Rice 
and  Others 

V. 

Rice 
and  Others. 


86 


CASES    IN    CHANCERY. 


1854: 
17th  January. 

Statutes, 

Apportion' 

nient. 


The  Stat.  4  &  5 
Will.  4,  c.  22, 
requires,  in  or- 
der to  exclude 
apportionment, 
either  an  ex- 
press direction 
that  there  shall 
be  none,  or  lan- 
guage so  ex- 
press in  the 
terms  of  gift, 
that  apportion- 
ment is  clearly 
impossible, 
consistently 
with  it.     In- 
ference from 
the  whole  tenor 
and  context  of 
the  will,  is  not 
sufficient  to 
exclude  the 
operation  of  the 
statute. 


TYRRELL  v.  CLARK, 

George  SANDERS  turner,  the  testator 
in  the  cause,  by  his  will,  dated  the  17th  of  November^ 
1837,  afler  appointing  his  wife  Mary  TumeVy  since  de- 
ceased, executrix,  and  the  Plaintiffs  William  Tyrrell  and 
James  Bishop  executors  thereof,  and  bequeathing  to  the 
Plaintiffs  a  legacy  of  100/.  each,  and  after  a  specific 
bequest  to  his  wife  of  certain  furniture  and  chattels,  gave 
and  directed  as  follows : — 

"  And,  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  two  legacies  of 
100/.  each  to  my  executors  and  my  funeral  and  testa- 
mentary expenses,  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  said 
wife  the  dividends  which  shall  or  may  happen  to  become 
due  and  payable  in  her  lifetime  of  all  stocks  or  funds 
which  shall  be  standing  in  my  own  name  in  the  books 
of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England 
at  the  time  of  my  decease,  for  her  own  use  and  benefit : 
I  also  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  said  wife  for  her  own 
use  and  benefit  the  dividends  which  shall  or  may  happen 
to  become  due  and  payable  in  her  lifetime  of  5,000/. 
three  pounds  per  centum  consolidated  bank  annuities, 
4,000/.  three  pounds  ten  shillings  per  centum  reduced 
bank  annuities,  1,73^/.  lOs,  new  three  pounds  ten  shil- 
lings per  centum  bank  annuities,  and  500/.  three  pounds 
per  centum  reduced  bank  annuities,  now  standing  in 
the  books  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
England  in  the  names  of  Mary  Turner,  Samuel  Driver 
and  George  Sanders  Turner  (meaning  me  the  said  tes- 
tator), subject  to  the  life  interest  of  the  said  Samuel 
Driver  therein,  upon  whose  decease  the  said  last-de- 
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scribed  stocks  will,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  settlement 
made  previously  to  the  marriage  of  the  said  Samuel 
Driver  with  Mary  his  late  wife  (who  was  my  sister), 
devolve  to  me,  my  executors,  administrators  or  assigns : 
And  I  give  and  bequeath,  after  the  decease  of  my  said 
wife,  all  subsequent  dividends  payable  on  1,000/.,  part 
of  the  said  4,000/*  three  pounds  ten  shillings  per  centum 
reduced  bank  annuities,  unto  the  churchwardens  of  the 
parish  of  St.  John  of  Wapping,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex, for  the  time  being,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
bread  and  coals,  to  be  given  away  by  the  said  church* 
wardens  to  such  poor  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish  as 
they  shall  think  fit  on  the  21st  day  of  December  in  every 
year  for  ever:  And  I  give  and  bequeath,  after  the  decease 
of  my  said  wife,  all  subsequent  dividends  payable  on 
2,000/.  three  pounds  ten  shillings  per  centum  reduced 
bank  annuities  unto  the  treasurer  for  the  time  being  of 
the  charity  schools  of  the  said  parish  of  St«  John  of 
Wapping,  to  be  applied  towards  carrying  on  the  benevo- 
lent designs  of  the  said  charity  schools  for  ever :  And  I 
give  and  bequeath,  after  the  decease  of  my  said  wife, 
unto  Wdliam  Dawe,  the  son  of  my  late  sister  Mary 
Driver,  1,000/.,  the  remaining  part  of  the  said  4,000/. 
three  pounds  ten  shillings  reduced  bank  annuities,  and 
all  subsequent  dividends  payable  thereon,  for  his  own  use 
and  benefit." 


1854. 


Tyrrell 


The  testator  then  gave  and  bequeathed  to  the  said 
William  Dawe,  after  the  decease  of  his  said  wife,  200/., 
part  of  the  said  sum  of  1,732/.  lOs.  new  three  pounds  ten 
shillings  per  centum  bank  annuities,  and  all  subsequent 
dividends  payable  thereon,  for  his  own  use  and  benefit, 
with  certain  trusts,  not  material  to  be  stated,  as  to  both  of 
the  said  sums  of  1000/.  three  pounds  ten  shillings  per 
centum  bank  annuities  and  200/.  new  three  pounds  ten 


88 


CASES    IN    CHANCERY. 


1854. 


Tyrrell 

V. 

Clark. 


shillings  per  centum  bank  annuities :  And  the  said  tes- 
tator gave  and  bequeathed,  after  the  death  of  Ais  said 
wife^  unto  the  treasurer  for  the  time  being  of  the  Tower 
Hamlets'  Dispensary  600Z.,  other  part  of  the  said 
1,7321.  10*.  new  three  pounds  ten  shillings  per  centum 
bank  annuities,  and  all  subsequent  dividends  payable 
thereon,  to  be  applied  towards  carrying  on  the  benevolent 
purposes  of  the  said  dispensary :  And  he  gave  and  be- 
queathed, after  the  decease  of  his  said  wife,  unto  the 
treasurer  for  the  time  being  of  the  Middlesex  Society  for 
educating  Poor  Children  in  the  Protestant  Religion, 
500/.,  further  part  of  the  said  1,732/.  10*.  new  three 
pounds  ten  shillings  per  centum  bank  annuities,  and  all 
subsequent  dividends  payable  thereon,  to  be  applied  for 
the  sole  purposes  of  that  society  or  charity :  And  he  gave 
and  bequeathed,  after  the  decease  of  his  said  wife,  unto 
the  treasurer  for  the  time  being  of  the  Philantrophic 
Society  at  Mile  End  100/.,  further  part  of  the  said 
1,73S/.  \0s.  new  three  pounds  ten  shillings  per  centum 
bank  annuities,  and  all  subsequent  dividends  payable 
thereon,  for  the  uses  and  purposes  of  that  society :  And 
he  gave  and  bequeathed,  after  the  decease  of  his  said 
wife,  unto  the  treasurer  for  the  time  being  of  the  Infant 
Orphan  Asylum,  therein  described,  332/.  10s.,  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  said  1,732/.  \0s.  new  three  pounds 
ten  shillings  per  centum  bank  annuities,  and  all  subsequent 
dividends  payable  thereon,  to  be  applied  for  the  charitable 
designs  of  the  said  institution :  And  the  said  will  also 
contained  a  like  disposition  in  the  like  terms  of  the 
before-mentioned  sum  of  500/.  bank  three  pounds  per 
centum  reduced  annuities,  and  the  subsequent  dividends 
payable  thereon,  in  different  shares  and  proportions, 
amongst  certain  other  charitable  institutions.  And  after 
certain  other  specific  and  pecuniary  bequests,  not  material 
to  be  stated,  the  said  testator  gave  and  bequeathed,  after 
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the  decease  of  his  said  wife,  unto  the  Defendant  Edith  1854. 

Clarh,  the  sister  of  his  said  wife,  the  dividends  which 

should  or  might  happen  to  become  due  and  payable  in 

the  lifetime  of  the  said  JBdith  Clarh,  after  bis  said  wife's 

death,  on  6,000/.  three  pounds  per  centum  consolidated 

bank  annuities,  part  of  such  stock  or  funds,  which  should 

or  might  be  standing  in  his  own  name  in  the  books  of 

the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England  at 

the  time  of  his  decease,  for  her  own  use  and  benefit.    And 

as  to  all  and  singular  the  rest,  residue  and  remainder  of 

his  estate  and  effects  whatsoever,  including  the  principal 

of  the  stocks  or  funds,  the  dividends  of  which  he  had 

given  to  or  for  the  benefit  of  his  said  wife  during  her  life, 

and  to  Edith  Clark  her  sister  after  her  decease,  which 

he  had  not  specifically  bequeathed  after  the  decease  of 

his  said  wife,  he  gave  and  bequeathed  the  same  and  every 

part  thereof  unto  his  trustees,  upon  trust  in  fourths  for 

certain   persons.     And   the  will   contained  a  power  to 

appoint  new  trustees. «  And  it  was  thereby  declared  that 

every  trustee  should  be  entitled  to  retain  out  of  the  trust 

monies  all  reasonable  expenses  which  he  should  be  put 

unto  in  the  execution  of  the  trusts. 

The  testator  died  on  the  3rd  day  of  August,  1839, 
without  having  revoked  or  altered  his  will,  leaving  Mary 
Turner,  his  widow,  and  William  James  and  others,  his 
residuary  legatees,  surviving. 

The  only  substantial  question  in  the  cause  was  whether 
there  ought  to  be  between  Mary  Turner's  representatives 
and  the  residuary  legatees  an  apportionment  of  the  divi- 
dends of  the  stock  which  Mary  Turner  took  for  life  for  the 
period  between  her  death  and  the  preceding  half-yearly 
day  of  payment  of  the  dividends. 

VOL.  II.  H 
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1854.  Mr.  BaUy  and  Mr.  F.  8.  Williams,  for  the  Plaintiffs, 

stated  the  case  for  the  opinion.of  the  Court. 

Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  J.  V.  Prior,  for  John  Clark,  one 
of  the  residuary  legatees. 

The  question  is  whether  the  language  of  the  testator 
does  not  amount  to  an  express  stipulation  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Apportionment  Act,  4  &  5  Will.  4,  c.  22. 
The  third  section  of  the  act  is  as  follows : — "  Provided 
always,  and  be  it  enacted,  that  the  provisions  herein  con- 
tained shall  not  apply  to  any  case  in  which  it  shall  be 
expressly  stipulated  that  no  apportionment  shall  take 
place,  or  to  annual  sums  made  payable  on  policies  of  as- 
surance of  any  description/'  The  words  of  this  will 
cannot  be  satisfied  without  apportionment.  The  testator 
speaks  throughout  of  subsequent  dividends,  plainly  point- 
ing at  the  death  of  his  wife  as  a  specific  period,  after 
which  all  that  accrues  is  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  remainder- 
man. It  is  not  a  mere  gift  in  remsunder,  but  an  ex- 
pressed intention  that  all  that  falls  due  after  a  given  time 
shall  go  to  the  persons  who  are  to  take  an  interest  at 
that  time. 

Mr.  Bagshawe,  for  the  parties  interested  in  the  residue, 
followed  the  same  line  of  argument 

Mr.  Cole,  for  other  parties. 

Mr.  C.  Hall,  for  Edith  Clark,  the  executrix  of  the 
testator's  widow. 

The  testator  has  not  expressly  stipulated  that  there 
shall  be  no  apportionment,  and  he  must  do  so  to  exclude 
the  operation  of  the  act 
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It  is  said  that  from  the  language  of  this  will,  you  are 
to  collect  an  intention  to  exclude  apportionment;  but 
even  if  it  were  enough  to  be  able  to  infer  an  intention, 
there  is  nothing  in  this  will  to  justify  it.  The  gift  of 
subsequent  dividends,  on  which  so  much  stress  is  laid, 
is  really  no  more  than  an  ordinary  gift  of  the  remainder 
over  after  a  life  estate.  Besides,  there  is  in  the  will  a 
very  general  power  to  vary  securities,  to  lay  out  the  trust 
monies,  among  other  securities,  on  mortgage.  Now, 
suppose  the  trust  monies  invested  on  mortgage.  It  is 
perfectly  clear  that  then  there  must  have  been  apportion- 
ment. Now,  there  being  in  the  trustees  that  option,  can 
the  testator  have  intended  that  the  rights  of  the  widow 
should  depend  on  the  conduct  of  the  trustees;  that  in  one 
event  she  should  have  apportionment,  and  in  another,  by 
reason  of  a  caprice  of  the  trustees,  she  should  not?  How- 
ever, whether  any  such  intention  as  that  contended  for 
is  to  be  inferred  or  not,  inference  is  not  enough ;  there 
must  be  an  actual  expressed  exclusion,  or  a  gift  so 
worded  that  the  conclusion  against  apportionment  is  one 
of  irresistible  implication,  not  mere  inference. 

Mr.  Zee,  in  reply. 

It  is  said  there  must  be  an  express  direction  that  ap- 
portionment shall  not  take  place.  That  cannot  be  so. 
Suppose  the  language  were  such  as  actually  to  give 
the  particular  fund  otherwise  subject  to  apportionment 
Could  it  be  said  that  then  there  would  be  apportionment, 
because  there  is  no  express  direction  that  apportionment 
is  not  to  take  place  ? 

Then  I  say,  in  effect,  the  testator  has  described  the 
fund  subject  to  apportionment,  and  has  given  it:  so  that 
apportionment  is  by  the  terms  of  the  will  clearly  and 
positively  excluded. 

h2 
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Tyrrell 


The  Vice-Chancellor  : 


Cla  '^^^  decision  of  this  question  of  apportionment  depends 

on  the  construction  of  the  language  of  the  statute.  Before 
the  statute,  if  there  was  a  gift  of  the  dividends  of  stock 
for  life,  with  a  remainder  over,  if  a  question  arose  whether 
there  should  be  apportionment,  whatever  were  the  terms, 
no  apportionment  was  ever  made,  unless  the  testator  ex- 
pressly directed  it.  In  other  words,  that  would  before 
the  act  have  taken  effect  under  any  will,  which  is  in 
words  directed  in  this  will.  But  the  act  says  there  shall 
always  be  apportionment,  except  in  the  case  excepted  by 
the  third  clause  of  the  act.  [The  Vice-Chancellor  re- 
ferred to  the  clause  set  out  in  p.  90.]  The  question  is, 
what  is  the  meaning  of  *' expressly  stipulating."  It  is 
insisted,  that  it  means,  where  you  can  infer  from  the 
whole  context  of  the  will  that  the  testator  did  not  intend 
apportionment.  I  think  the  statute  does  not  mean  that ; 
it  means  that  there  must  be  in  express  terms  that  which 
amounts  to  a  stipulation  that  no  apportionment  shall  take 
place. 

Then  it  was  also  urged  by  Mr.  HaU,  that  even  if  the 
construction  of  the  statute  was  different,  there  is  here  no 
sufficient  indication  of  intention.  Now,  without  going 
into  that,  it  appears  to  me  that  if  the  legislature  had 
meant  that  this  Court  should,  on  the  construction  of  a 
will,  come  to  a  conclusion  whether  the  testator  used  terms 
which  on  the  whole  indicate  an  intention  to  exclude  ap- 
portionment, the  clause  of  exception  would  have  been 
very  differently  worded.  The  legislature  has  required 
an  express  stipulation.  It  appears  to  me  that  that  lan- 
guage requires  something  very  different  from  inference 
to  be  collected  from  the  general  terms  of  the  will.  No 
doubt  there  may  be  cases  where,  though  the  testator  has 
not  inserted  in  so  many  words  a  stipulation  that  appor- 
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tionment  shall  not  take  place,  yet  he  has  used  terms  of 
gift,  so  clear,  so  express,  as  necessarily  to  exclude  appor- 
tionment. That  would  amount  to  an  express  stipulation. 
But  that  is  very  different  from  saying,  that  where  a  tes- 
tator has,  instead  of  an  express  stipulation,  used  language 
such  as  is  found  in  this  will,  the  Court  is  to  infer  that  he 
intended  to  exclude  the  operation  of  the  statute.  I  am 
of  opinion  that  this  is  a  case  for  apportionment. 

Jan.  28th. 


Election, 
Dower, 
NOTTLEY  r.  PALMER.  Freebench. 


1  HE  bill  in  this  case  was  filed  for  the  administration  A  testator  gave 

of  the  estate  of  James  Thomas  Benedictus  NoUley,  and  ^iSow,"""^^^^^^ 

on  the  construction  of  his  will  a  question  of  election  on  land,  certain 

arose,  which  was  now  argued.  ^"If  ®^?^f  P*'?*  , 

of  which  he  had 

no  power  to  de- 

The  testator  gave  certain  real  estates,  wliich  he  de-  ^!'!l:""!?  "  ^^ 
°  '  certain  copy- 

scribed,  to  trustees  upon  trust  by  and  out  of  the  rents  hold  parts  of 

and  issues  and  profits  thereof  (subject  to  certain  charges)  ''^hich  it  was 

,.:-,.  . ,      1      J      .  ,  'contended 

to  pay^  to  his  wife  during  widowhood,  without  power  of  that  it  did  not 

anticipation,  an  annuity  of  200/.  a  year,  to  be  reduced  on  pass  by  his 

her  second  marriage ;  and  he  declared  that  the  said  an-  J^^gj  ^y^^  ^^^y^ 

nuities,   and  the  other   annuities  by  him   thereinafter  annuities  were 

provided  for  her,  should  and  were  by  him  intended  to  be  JJ}- ?f  Jjf j^^^J^^^^ 

instead  and  in  lieu  and  satisfaction  of  all  dower  and  and  thirds  at 

thirds  at  the  common  law,  or  otherwise  which  she  would  ^he  common 

or  might  have  been  entitled  to  in  default  of  that  his  will,  ^j^^  ^jjjch  she 

Subject  to  these  annuities,  he  gave  the  property  charged,  would  or  might 

on  trust  for  his  son  Qeorge  for  life,  with  remainders  to  ^*7®J>^®?  ®j  " 

^  titled  to  in  de- 

his  children.  fault  of  his 

will."    Held, 

that  the  widow 

was  put  to  her  election,  as  well  as  to  the  freehold  lands  which  he 

had  no  power  to  devise,  as  to  the  freebench  out  of  the  copyhold. 
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He  gave  other  portions  of  real  estate  upon  similar 
trusts,  charged  with  an  annuity  of  200^  a  year,  reducible 
in  like  manner,  to  the  widow,  and  subject  thereto  for  his 
son  Marwood  Nottlty  and  his  children ;  and  he  gave 
his  residuary  estate  to  five  of  his  younger  children.  Of 
some  of  the  property  purported  to  be  devised  by  him  the 
testator  was  only  tenant  in  tail;  and  some  of  it  was 
copyhold,  which  it  was  contended  did  not  pass  by  the 
will. 


Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  Hanson  were  for  the  Plaintiffs,  the 
five  younger  children. 

Mr.  Swaneian  and  Mr.  F.  S.  WiUiams,  for  the  widow, 
contended  that  the  widow  could  only  be  put  to  her  elec- 
tion in  respect  of  property  which  not  only  the  testator 
had  power  to  devise,  but  which  he  intended  to  devise. 
Therefore  they  S2ud  she  was  not  put  to  her  election  as  to 
the  entailed  lands  which  the  testator  had  no  power  to 
devise,  nor  to  the  copyhold,  which  they  argued  he  did 
not  intend  to  devise.  But  even  admitting  that  she  was 
put  to  her  election  generally  of  all  the  estates  of  which 
she  might  have  had  dower^  still  that  would  not  put  her 
to  her  election  as  to  her  freebench  in  the  copyhold,  for 
freebench  is  quite  distinct  from  copyhold.  They  referred 
to  1  Roper,  Husband  and  Wife  (a). 

Mr.  C  Hall,  for  Marwood  Nottley,  and  Mr.  Glasie 
and  Mr.  Rogers,  for  George  Nottley,  were  not  called 
upon. 

Mr.  Bacon  and  Mr.  Brooksbanh  appeared  for  the 
trustees. 

(a)  Page  482. 
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The- Vice-Chancellor  : 

I  have  no  doubt  on  tbia  point.  Tbe  testator  by  bia 
will  makes  the  following  provisions: — be  disposes  of 
certain  estates,  one  for  tbe  benefit  of  bis  son  George  and 
his  children,  and  tbe  other  for  tbe  benefit  of  his  son 
Marwood  and  bis  children.  He  gives  to  his  widow 
certain  specific  bequests,  about  which  no  question  arises ; 
and  then  he  gives  ber  two  annuities,  one  charged  on  tbe 
estates  devised  to  George  and  his  children,  tbe  other  on 
those  devised  to  Marwood  and  his  children,  and  as  to 
these  there  is  this  declaration.  [His  Honor  referred  to 
the  declaration  set  out  in  p.  93.] 


Now  it  is  clear  that  whatever  comes  within  this  de* 
scription  is  that  as  to  which  she  is  put  to  her  election. 
[His  Honor  then  referred  to  the  words  **  dower,"  &c.] 


Now  suppose  there  had  been  no  will,  she  would  have 
bad  dower  out  of  all  tbe  testator's  freehold  estates  of 
wbich  he  was  tenant  in  fee ;  of  all  tbe  freehold  estates  of 
which  be  was  tenant  in  tail ;  and  she  would  bave  bad 
dower  or  freebench  out  of  all  the  testator's  copyhold 
estate  according  to  the  custom.  It  is  true  that  as  to 
some  of  these  estates,  viz.  as  to  those  of  wbich  he  was 
tenant  in  tail,  he  had  no  power  to  dispose  of  them.  It 
may  be  that  he  has  made  an  attempt  to  dispose  of  them 
so  as  to  put  tbe  issue  in  tail  to  elect  between  their  rights 
and  tbe  benefits  they  take  under  tbe  will.  But  that  is  not 
the  question  here ;  and  what  be  intended  was  this.  He 
says  in  effect,  "  Whereas  I  am  owner  of  certain  estates, 
whether  I  am  owner  of  them  in  fee  or  in  tail,  whether 
they  pass  by  my  will,  or  whether  they  go  to  tbe  issue  by 
force  of  the  entail,  I  mean  to  make  a  provision  for  my 
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widow  in  satisfaction  of  her  dower  out  of  all  those  estates 
of  which  I  am  so  owner.**  The  words  of  the  declaration 
are,  I  think,  amply  sufficient  to  put  her  to  her  election 
as  to  all  the  testator's  estates.  There  is  no  ground  for 
confining  her  election  to  lands  which  the  testator  had 
power  to  devise.  As  to  the  copyholds,  the  contention  is 
that  the  words  of  the  declaration  are  not  large  enough  to 
include  freebench ;  but  it  appears  to  me  that  they  are ; 
and  that  they  extend  as  well  to  freebench,  as  to  dower 
out  of  freehold.  The  word  freebench  is  not  used,  it  is 
true ;  but  the  words  used  are  **  all  dower  and  thirds  at 
common  law  or  otherwise!^  Those  words  might  indeed 
be  intended  to  apply  to  customary  freeholds,  but  they 
will  also  extend  to  that  species  of  customary  dower  called 
freebench.  Therefore  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  widow 
is  put  to  her  election  between  her  annuities  and  all  her 
dower  or  freebench,  both  as  to  the  freehold  estates  in  fee 
or  in  tail,  and  as  to  the  copyholds. 
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ROGERS  V.  HOOPER.  Slstjanuary. 

In  this  case,  in  which  was  involved  the  establishment      J^^^.^^^^f' 

of  a  pedigree,  two  questions  arose ;  the  first,  where  cer-      Evidence  bu 

tain  Defendants  having  answered,  and  replication  having        Affidavit. 

been  filed,  other  Defendants  answer,  what  is  the  proper        ^atuUs. 

course  to  be  adopted  for  putting  the  cause  at  issue  as  to      Amendment 

the  Defendants  answering  after  replication  ?   The  second,  ^^^' 

whether,  after   a  Plaintiff  has   elected   in   the   regular  Where,  after 

course  that  the  evidence  in  the  cause   shall  be  taken  'epHcation 

orally,  the  Court  has  power,  on  his  application,  to  order  fend^nts  an- 

the  evidence  generally,  or  at  least  the  substantial  part  of  swer,  if  publi- 

it,  to  be  taken  by  affidavit.     The  Plaintiff  had  amended  ^**;°"  ^j»"  ^"^ 
\  ,  enlarged  so  as 

and  filed  replication  under  a  special  order  made  in  No-  to  embrace 

vember,  1853,  putting  him  to  file  replication  within  a  both  sets  of  De- 

.  '  *^         ^  ^  fendants.  the 

given  time.  co„rse  for  put- 

ting  the  cause 

A  motion  was  made  to  withdraw  replication,  and  for  fhe'new^De- 

leave  to  file  a  new  replication,  and  for  an  order  that  the  fendants  is  not 

affidavits  made  by  certain  witnesses  might  be  read :  and  necessarily 
,  ...  . ,  to  withdraw 

that  numerous  other  witnesses  might  give  evidence  on  replication,  but 

affidavit.     The  motion  extended  to  the  appointment  of  a  to  obtain  leave 
.  ,  .        *    X  1     i.1-        -J  r       s.  '  -is    1  to  file  a  further 

special  examiner  to  take  the  evidence  of  certain  specified  replication. 

witnesses  in  the  country.     The  other  facts  material  to  be      The  d6th 

considered  are  referred  to  in  the  judgment.  Chanc"  ^^  ^^^ 

Amendment 

Mr.  C.  P.  Cooper  and  Mr.  Greene,  for  the  motion.       Act,  15  &  16 

•  Vict.  c.  86,  re- 

According  to  the  present  practice,  only  one  replication  quires  special 
.      -,    ,        ,         ,     ^  ,        .  ,  TT  1        reasons  to  be 

can  be  filed,  unless  the  Court  otherwise  orders.     Unless  ghown  to  the 

therefore  replication  is  withdrawn,  and  a  fresh  replication  Court,  affecting 
filed  against  all  the  Defendants,  we  cannot  put  the  cause  farwItnesMs^or 

particular  facts. 
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HOOPSR. 


at  issue  as  against  the  Defendants  who  have  answered 
since  replication. 

On  the  second  point  they  relied  on  the  36th  section  of 
the  1 6  &  1.6  Vict.  c.  86,  The  Court  has  power  under  that 
section  to  order  the  evidence  of  any  witnesses  to  be  taken 
on  affidavit,  notwithstanding  the  Plaintiff  or  Defendant 
may  have  elected  to  take  the  evidence  orally.  Here  it 
will  be  most  convenient  and  economical  to  take  the  evi- 
dence by  affidavit,  as  most  of  the  witnesses  live  in  the 
country ;  and  if  the  Defendant  desires  it,  he  can  cross- 
examine  any  of  them  orally. 

Mr.  Baily  and  Mr.  BoyU,  for  the  Defendants  who 
had  answered  before  replication. 

The  Plaintiff  has  replied  under  an  order  which  re- 
quired him  to  do  so  within  a  given  time.  He  has  elected 
to  proceed  subject  to  that  condition,  and  cannot  now  ask 
that  the  Defendants  should  be  further  delayed. 

As  to  the  second  point.  The  witnesses  who  are  to  be 
examined  will  be  called  to  prove  births  and  deaths,  and 
other  links  in  the  chain,  to  establish  pedigree.  Now  as 
to  the  mere  proof  of  certificates,  the  certificates  prove 
themselves.  As  to  the  proof  of  identity,  that  it  is  most 
material  should  be  given  orally,  particularly  as  most  of 
the  witnesses  are  old  and  in  humble  life ;  and  it  is  well 
known  that  from  such  persons  evidence  of  the  loosest 
kind  may  be  obtained  on  affidavit.  The  36th  section  of 
the  Chancery  Amendment  Act  has  no  application;  that 
relates  only  to  affidavits  by  particular  witnesses,  or  as  to 
particular  facts,  and  something  special  must  be  shown  to 
call  it  into  operation.  Here  the  only  thing  special  is, 
that  the  witnesses  are  old  and  have  to  prove  identity. 


CASES    IN    CHANCERY. 

which  is  a  very  special  reason  why  they  should  give  evi- 
dence in  chief  as  well  as  on  cross-examination  orally. 

Mr.  Clarke^  for  the  other  Defendants  who  had  an- 
swered since  replication. 

Mr.  C  P.  Cooper,  in  reply. 
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The  Vice-Chancellor  : 

On  the  first  question,  that  of  withdrawing  the  repli- 
cation, the  Plaintiff  was  by  the  order  of  November,  185S, 
ordered  to  amend  his  bill  and  to  file  replication  within  a 
certain  time ;  he  chose  to  take  the  order  with  that  con- 
dition. It  appears  that  since  replication  was  filed,  other 
Defendants,  who  had  not  previously  answered,  have  an- 
swered, and  the  replication  only  applies  to  the  former 
Defendants.  As  to  the  Defendants  who  have  recently 
answered,  the  cause  is  not  at  issue.  Now,  no  doubt, 
there  must  be  some  mode  by  which,  when  Defendants 
have  answered  after  a  replication,  and  it  is  necessary 
to  take  issue  as  against  those  Defendants,  the  cause  can 
be  put  at  issue.  One  mode  would  be  to  withdraw  the 
replication,  and  to  file  a  fresh  replication ;  another,  which 
comes  clearly  within  the  terms  of  the  general  orders,  is, 
that  notwithstanding  the  general  direction  that  there  shall 
be  but  one  replication,  that  the  Court  should  authorize 
more  than  one.  If  this  course  is  adopted,  there  might 
be  this  objection :  that  whereas,  with  regard  to  the  first 
replication,  the  time  within  which  the  evidence  must 
be  closed  would  expire  at  one  period,  the  same  time 
would,  as  regards  the  second  replication,  expire  at  a 
subsequent  period,  and  that  would  of  course  cause  great 
confusion ;  for,  as  to  the  first  set  of  Defendants,  evi- 
dence could  not  be  given  after  the  first  period,  but  as 
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against  the  others  it  might :  so  that  some  portion  of  the 
evidence  could  be  used  only  against  certain  Defendants, 
while  other  portions  might  be  used  against  all;  but 
in  this  case  no  such  difficulty  as  to  time  arises,  as  the 
Defendants  do  not  object  to  enlarge  the  time  for  publi- 
cation. The  objection  as  to  time  to  there  being  two 
replications  does  not  therefore  apply ;  and  that  difficulty 
being  thus  got  over,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  proper 
and  convenient  course  will  be  for  me  to  authorize  the 
Plaintiff  to  file  a  further  replication  against  tlie  Defend- 
ants who  have  answered  since  the  first. 


Next,  with  regard  to  using  affidavits.  The  motion 
addresses  itself  to  two  classes  of  affidavits:  affidavits  al- 
ready made  by  certain  witnesses,  and  affidavits  to  be  made 
by  persons  who  have  not  yet  given  evidence.  First,  as  to 
future  affidavits,  I  see  no  reason  whatever  for  granting  the 
application.  The  Plaintiff  has  elected  that  the  evidence 
should  be  taken  orally;  that  being  so,  what  reason  has 
he  shown,  having  regard  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  that  that  course  should  be  abandoned,  and  affidavits 
filed.  To  do  so,  some  special  reason  should  be  shown. 
None  of  the  circumstances  stated  by  the  Plaintiff  appear 
to  me  to  afford  any  such  reason,  and  that  part  of  the 
motion  must  therefore  be  refused.  There  is  more  reason 
for  reading  the  affidavits  already  filed,  made,  it  seems,  by 
elderly  persons,  if  the  necessity  of  using  those  affidavits 
were  supported  by  showing  a  difficulty  of  oral  examina- 
tion, arising  from  great  infirmity,  or  such  reasons,  that 
might  afford  a  ground  for  using  them ;  but  the  only  dif- 
ficulty  suggested,  namely^  that  of  bringing  these  aged 
persons  to  town,  is  got  over  by  the  appointment  of  a 
special  examiner,  agreed  upon  by  both  parties.  What 
reason  is  there  as  to  those  witnesses  that  their  evidence 
in  chief  should  not  be  taken  orally,  as  well  as  their  cross- 
examination?     It  being  admitted  that  they  are  to  be 
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cross-examined  orally,  how  can  any  objectioni  on  the 
ground  of  age  or  infirmity,  be  suggested  as  a  reason 
why  their  examination  in  chief  should  be  upon  affidavit? 
[The  Vice-Chancellor  then  referred  to  the  86th  section 
of  the  act,  and  proceeded.]  The  interpretation  that  I 
put  upon  that  section  is,  that  there  must  be  some  special 
reasons  applicable  to  particular  witnesses,  or  some  special 
reasons  arising  out  of  the  nature  or  particular  facts  of  the 
case  to  authorize  the  Court  to  act  under  that  section.  I 
think  here  there  are  no  such  special  reasons.  The  only 
fact  alleged  as  to  the  witnesses  is,  that  they  are  elderly 
persons,  which,  as  I  have  said,  is  not,  I  think,  any  spe- 
cial reason  why  they  should  not  be  examined  orally  in 
chief  as  well  as  on  cross-examination.  As  to  the  facts 
on  which  they  are  to  be  examined,  they  appear  to  me  to 
be  of  a  nature  peculiarly  and  specially  requiring  the 
examination  to  be  oral.  I  may  presume  that  most  of 
these  persons  who  are  to  be  examined  are  in  humble 
life,  and  they  are  to  be  called  to  prove  circumstances  to 
make  out  what  must  be  admitted  to  be  at  least  a  very 
difficult  claim.  The  same  principle  applies  to  all  the 
other  affidavits.  I  assume  that  the  witnesses  must  come 
to  London  to  be  cross-examined.  They  must  attend  the 
examiner,  and  I  see  no  special  reason  in  their  case  why 
their  examination  in  chief  should  not  be  oral  as  well  as 
their  cross-examination.  For  these  reasons  I  must  also 
refuse  the  application  on  this  point. 
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Argued  10th, 
12th,  13th  and 
l4thDec.  SMALL  V.  CURRIE. 

Solicitor  and    XHIS  was  a  bill  to  have  a  bond,  dated  the  SOth  August, 

S  retii  184^,   delivered  up,   as  being  fraudulent  and  void  as 

against  one  Lipscombe,  or  that  it  might  be  declared  that 

A.t  B.  and  C7.     ^j^^  bond  ouj^ht  to  be  rectified  and  made  conformable  to 

entered  mto  ^ 

partnership  as    &  former  bond  given  in  1833,  and  that  the  liability  of 

bankers ;  C       Lipscambe's  estate  might  be  ascertained  on  that  footinfir. 

was  to  be  the      «^  ^  ^' 

managing  part-  ^^" 

ner.    C,  and  E, 

entered  into  a         The  facts  of  the  case  were  stated  by  the  Court,  as 

bond  to  j4.  and  ^  n        /_v 

5.  for  the  due     Allows  (a):- 

peformance  of  fhe  question  raised  in  this  case  o(  Small  v.  Currie  is 
the  articles  of  .  ,     ,  .    i       i     «  .    i        .        .        . 

partnership  by    ^  question  whether  a  certain  bond  of  mdemnity  given  by 

C.   After  a  few  the  testator  of  the  Plaintiff,  to  the  Defendant  Mr.  Ctmrie 
ti^e"  and  sTnew  ^"S^^  ^^  ^®  declared  invalid  by  this  Court  or  ought  to 
partnership  was  be  reformed, 
entered  into  be- 
tween B.  and  r«i       .  o   t  «  i. 
C,  and  C.  and        The  circumstances  of  the  case  are  somewhat  peculiar. 

E,  then  gave  a  In  and  previous  to  the  year  1833,  as  well  as  subsequent 
indemnify  him  ^^  ^^^^  ^™®'  Colonel  Jolliffe  was  the  owner  of  some 
not  only  for  the  property  in  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Peterfield,  had 

due  perform-  established  some  political  mterest  in  that  borough,  and 
ance  of  the  ar-  *  ,  ° 

tides  by  C,       h&d  been  returned  to  parliament  for  the  borough.     He 

loss  which  (^)  '^®  avoid  repetition,  it      nary  portion  of  the  judgment 

might  occur  in    bas  been  thought  more  con-     in  this  part  of  the  report. 

the  management  venient  to  insert  this  prelimi- 

of  the  business. 

The  terms  of  the  bond  were  very  stringent.     B.  was  a  solicitor,  and 

drew  the  bond,  and  sent  it  to  C.  and  E.  for  their  perusal,  but  gave 

no  particular  explanation  of  its  effect :  Held,  that  B.  was  not  to 

be  treated  in  the  matter  as  the  solicitor  of  E,,  and  that  he  was  not 

bound  to  enter  into  any  particular  explanation  of  the  tenor  or  effect 

of  the  bond. 

Discussion  of  the  principles  of  the  law,  as  to  the  duty  of  a  party 
taking  an  indemnity  to  the  party  indemnifying  him  as  surety. 
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had  been  employing  as  his  agent  in  the  borough  a  gentle-  1853. 

man  of  the  name  of  Hector,  who  it  appears  was  a  banker 
there,  but  a  quarrel  having  taken  place  between  Colonel 
JoUiffe  and  Mr.  Hector,  they  severed.  Mr.  Hector 
became  his  political  opponent,  and  I  think  on  one  if  not  on 
more  subsequent  occasions,  but  at  any  rate  on  the  occasion 
of  one  election,  succeeded  in  being  elected  against  Colonel 
JoUiffe.  There  were  two  parties  in  the  borough.  Colonel 
JoUiffiz  party,  as  it  was  called,  and  the  party  to  which 
Mr.  Hector  then  appertained.  After  the  severance 
between  Colonel  Jplliffe  and  Mr.  Hector,  Colonel  JoUiffe 
employed  as  his  agent  the  Defendant  Mr.  Currie,  a 
solicitor  practising  in  London,  and  a  member  of  a  well 
known  firm  of  solicitors  practising  in  this  and  other 
Courts. 

There  were  living  at  Peterfield  two  persons  whose 
names  figure  in  this  case,  Mr.  Lipscombe,  who  is  the 
testator  of  the  Plaintiff,  who  was  a  retired  farmer,  a 
person  of  some  not  inconsiderable  property ;  the  other  a 
Mr.  JButterfield,  who  was  also  a  farmer,  or  had  been  a 
farmer;  Mr.  JButterfieU  had  married  a  favourite  niece 
of  Mr.  Lipscombe,  who  had  no  children  of  his  own ; 
Mr.  Hutterfield  married  the  niece,  who  was  treated  by 
Mr.  Lipscombe  as  his  daughter,  and  Mr.  Lipscombe  seems 
to  have  regarded  Mr.  Butterfield  very  much  in  the  light 
of  his  son-in-law,  and  was  very  much  interested  in  his 
welfare  and  in  promoting  his  interests  in  life.  Both  of 
these  persons,  Mr.  Lipscombe  and  Mr.  Butterfield,  were 
strenuous  partizans  of  the  JoUiffe  faction  in  the  borough 
of  Peterfield;  and  it  seems  that  a  suggestion  was  made 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1833,  or  about  that  time, 
that  it  would  be  a  very  expedient  measure  to  establish 
an  opposition  bank  at  Peterfield,  with  a  view  of  counter- 
acting the  banking  influence  of  Mr.  Hector,  withdrawing 
of  course,  if  possible,  some  of  his  customers,  and  also 
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1859.         with  a  view  of  making  advances  to  the  electors  of  Peter- 
^T^"^^*^       J^W,  to  obtain  an  influence  over  their  votes. 

V, 

CuRRiE.  This  suggestion  seems,  if  not  to  have  originated  with, 

at  least  to  have  been  very  strenuously  supported  by  Mr. 
Lipscombe.  Accordingly  a  bank  was  established  in  April, 
1833,  the  partners  in  which  were  Colonel  Jolliffef  Mr. 
Currie  his  agent,  the  London  solicitor,  and  Mr.  Butter- 
field.  Articles  of  partnership,  dated  the  ^4th  of  April, 
1833,  were  executed;  by  which  the  partnership  was 
established  for  three  years,  upon  the  terms  that  Colonel 
Jolliffe  and  Mr.  Currie  were  to  share  the  profits  in  the 
proportions  of  two-thirds  to  Colonel  Jolliffe  and  one-third 
to  Mr.  Currie^  Mr.  Butterfield  having  a  salary  of  250L 
a  year  for  managing  the  business,  and  that  was  the  only 
emolument  he  was  to  derive  from  the  concern.  It  was 
also  stipulated  that  capital  not  exceeding  3,000/.  should 
be  brought  in  by  Colonel  Jolliffe  and  Mr.  Currie  in  the 
same  proportions,  two-thirds  by  Colonel  Jolliffe  and  one- 
third  by  Mr.  Currie ;  and  upon  that  occasion  a  bond  of 
indemnity  was  given  by  Mr.  Butterfield  and  Mr.  Lips- 
combe,  Mr.  Lipscombe  being  the  surety  for  Mr.  Butter- 
field^  for  the  purpose  of  guaranteeing  to  Colonel  Jolliffe 
and  Mr.  Currie  that  Mr.  Butterfield  would  duly  observe 
the  articles.  Mr.  Butterfield  was  to  be  the  managing 
partner.  The  business  went  on,  and  instead  of  its  being 
put  an  end  to  at  the  expiration  of  the  three  years  for 
which  it  was  originally  founded  by  the  articles  of  1833, 
it  went  on  without  interruption  until  1839,  when  new 
articles,  dated  the  23rd  of  February,  1839,  were  executed 
between  the  same  parties,  by  which  they  agreed  to  con- 
tinue the  partnership  for  five  years  longer,  firom  the  Snd 
of  May,  1839,  and  substantially  the  articles  were  the 
same  as  those  of  1833,  the  only  material  difierence,  if  it 
can  be  called  material,  was,  that  instead  of  the  250/. 
a  year,  which  by  the  former  articles  Mr.  Butterfield  was 
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to  receive,  he  was  by  the  articles  of  1839  to  receive  200/. 
a  year.  In  other  respects  the  provisions  of  the  articles 
of  1&39  were  the  same,  if  not  verbatim,  at  least  in  sub- 
stance, as  those  of  1833  as  to  the  profits  and  as  to  the 
capital,  and  as  to  t(ie  management  of  the  business.  But 
upon  this  occasion  there  was  no  bond  of  indemnity,  no 
guarantee  required  for  the  performance  of  the  articles  by 
Mr.  Butterfield;  probably  the  parties  had  found  that 
Mr.  Butterfield  had  continued  the  business,  and  had  not 
violated  the  articles,  and  therefore  they  required  no 
further  bond  of  indemnity.  In  August,  1842,  Colonel 
JoUiffe  desired  to  retire  from  the  partnership,  and  accord- 
'ugly  a  deed  of  dissolution  was  executed  on  the  20th  of 
August,  1842,  by  which  the  partnership  was  dissolved  as 
^  iiim,  indeed  dissolved  as  to  all ;  but  by  a  deed  of  the 

^nie  date  a  new  partnership  was  formed  between  Mr. 

^U9^ri^  and  Mr.  Butterfield  for  five  years :  the  effect  being 
^^  Colonel  JoUiffe  was  to  retire  and  the  business  was 
^^^  continued  by  Mr.  Currie  and  by  Mr.  Butterfield 
V^Ttners. 

By  the  articles  of  1842  Mr.  Butterfield  was  to  have 
all  the  profits  up  to  and  not  exceeding  300/.  a  year,  and 
the  surplus  profits  beyond  300/.  a  year  were  to  be  di- 
vided equally  between  Mr.  Currie  and  Mr.  Butterfield, 
and  there  was  no  stipulation  at  all  about  capital.  These 
articles  of  1842,  as  indeed  might  be  expected,  consider- 
ing that  Colonel  JoUiffe^  one  of  the  efficient  partners — 
one  of  the  monied  partners — was  retiring:  these  arti- 
cles, I  say,  of  1842,  diffeped  very  materially  from  the 
articles  of  1833  and  1839,  and  by  a  bond  of  the  same 
date,  of  the  20th  of  August,  1842,  which  is  the  bond  now 
in  controversy,  Mr.  Lipscombe  and  Mr.  Butterfield  be- 
came bound  to  Mr.  Currie  for  the  purpose  of  indemnify- 
ing Mr.  Currie:  this  bond  to  guarantee  Currienoi  merely 
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for  the  due  performance  of  the  articles  by  BuUerfield, 
but  indeisnifying  Currie  against  all  loss  that  might  under 
any  circumstances  and  from  whatever  cause  arise  in  the 
course  of  the  business.  I  ought  to  mention,  also,  that 
by  the  arrangement  now  made  by  the  articles  of  1842,  all 
the  debts,  all  the  assets,  all  the  liabilities,  all  the  debts 
due  to  the  concern,  and  all  the  debts  due  from  the  con- 
cern, were  transferred  to  the  new  partnership,  and  by  the 
bond  of  indemnity  Mr.  Lipscombe,  as  surety  for  Mr.  Sut- 
terfield,  and  Mr.  Butterfield  as  principal,  indemnified 
Currie  against  all  loss  that  might  arise  from  the  failure 
or  insolvency  or  bankruptcy  of  any  one  of  the  debtors  to 
the  concern,  which  of  course  would  include  the  debtors 
whose  debts  were  transferred  from  the  late  partnership 
to  the  new. 


The  business  went  on  from  184^,  and  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  articles  it  would  have  expired  in  1847. 
It  was  not  put  an  end  to,  but  was  continued,  and,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  evidence,  was  continued  for  the  purpose 
of  winding  up.  It  was  dissolved  on  the  Srd  of  April, 
1849,  and  shortly  afterwards,  in  the  month  of  July,  1849, 
a  fiat  in  bankruptcy  issued  against  Mr.  Butterfield,  and 
Mr.  Butterfield  absconded.  In  the  meantime,  in  Oc- 
tober, 1848,  Mr.  Lipscambe  had  died,  having  by  his  will 
appointed  the  present  Plaintiff  his  executor. 


These  are  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  the  contention  on 
the  part  of  the  executors  of  Lipscombe,  the  Plaintiff,  is 
this :  the  bill  insists  that  they  are  entitled  to  have  the 
bond  of  the  20th  of  August,  1842,  delivered  up,  as  being 
fraudulent  and  void  as  against  Lipscambe,  or,  in  the  alter- 
native, that  it  may  be  declared  that  that  bond  ought  to 
be  rectified  or  reformed  and  made  conformable  to  the 
former  bond,  which  was  given  in  1833,  and  that  the  lia- 
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bility  of  Zdpscambe*8  estate  may  be  ascertained  on  that  1859. 

footing. 

I  should  mention,  that  after  the  bankruptcy  and  ab- 
sconding of  Mr.  Butterfield,  Mr.  Currie  brought  an 
action  on  the  bond  against  the  representatives  of  Lips' 
combe.  The  bill  of  course  sought  to  restrain  that  action. 
I  rather  think  no  injunction  was  granted,  but  I  believe 
the  action  was  stopped. 

Mr.  Oiffard.  I  see  the  injunction  was  granted,  but 
that  was  long  after. 

The  Vice-Chancellor  : 

I  dare  say  that  may  be,  but  nothing  has  been  said 
about  it. 

Mr.  .ESmsleff.    It  was  the  common  injunction. 

The  Vice-Chancellor  : 

However,  there  was  no  motion  to  dissolve.  Matters 
have  remained  in  statu  quo  either  under  the  injunction  or 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  parties. 

The  SoUcitar-'Oeneral  and  Mr.  Giffard  now  argued 
the  case  for  the  Plaintiff. 

The  Defendant  Currie  by  his  answer  states  that  the 
bond  on  which  he  was  suing  was  the  same  as  the  bond 
given  by  Lipscombe.  He  must  therefore  have  believed 
so;  and  therefore  also  it  is  improbable  that  he  would 
have  represented  to  Lipseombe  otherwise  than  that  the 
bond  of  184^  was  only  a  repetition  of  his  original  lia- 
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bilily.  No  doubt  then  that  was  the  representation  made 
to  Lipscombe.  The  partnership  is  admitted  to  have  been 
entered  into  for  the  political  purposes  of  the  JoUiffe 
family.  The  result  of  this  bond  was,  that  Currie  might 
allow  all  kinds  of  transactions  to  take  place  in  the  bank 
for  the  purposes  of  the  JoUiffeSt  and  be  indemnified 
against  them  by  Lipscambe. 


Now  Currie,  as  the  solicitor  who  prepared  the  bond, 
cannot  be  permitted  to  derive  such  an  advantage,  unless 
he  can  show  that  he  fully  explained  to  Lipscombe  the 
extent  and  nature  of  his  obligation.  Currie  cannot  show 
this.  The  documents  were  prepared  in  the  office  of  Mr. 
Currie^  with  an  omission  of  the  names  in  the  drafts,  and 
the  blanks  were  filled  up  by  Mr.  Currie  himself.  He 
was  the  only  person  who  interfered  in  the  matter.  So 
that  Lipscombe  had  not  the  advice  even  of  the  firm,  still 
less  of  any  separate  solicitor  of  his  own.  [The  learned 
counsel  referred  to  several  portions  of  the  documentary 
evidence,  the  result  of  which  is  stated  in  the  judgment.] 
At  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  bank  it  was  insol- 
vent ;  no  capital  was  ever  brought  in,  and  Lipscombe  was 
never  informed  of  that  fact.  This  we  shall  prove.  [In 
support  of  this  allegation,  the  learned  counsel  referred  to 
several  of  the  affidavits,  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  set 
out,  as  the  general  result  of  all  the  evidence  is  stated  in 
the  judgment.  The  object  was  further  to  show  that  But- 
terfield  knew  nothing  about  banking,  and  that  Howes, 
an  experienced  banking  clerk,  was  employed  to  teach 
him,  and  that  in  fact  the  bank  was  established  purely  for 
political  and  electioneering  purposes.] 

You  are  asked  to  believe  that  Lipscombe  intended  to 
be  answerable  for  all  the  expenditure  for  the  JoUiffes* 
interests,  Buiierfield  being  a  man  of  straw,  and  Currie, 
who  was  the  man  really  benefited,  being  wholly  indem- 
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nified.     [They  referred  to  Newman  v.  Milner{a\  and  1859. 

read  a  portion  of  the  evidence,  to  show  that  in  184S 

the  bank  was  utterly  insolvent]    The  documents  pur-         ""^7 

porting  to  bind  Lipscomhe  were  all  prepared  by  Currier        Cuebib. 

but  he  never  explained  the  state  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank 

to  Lipscomhe:  he  did  not  disclose  to  him  that  he  himself 

looked  to  Jolliffe  to  indemnify  him.     Currie  was  the 

solicitor  of  all  the  parties,  including  Lipscambe,  and  he 

took  a  security  from  him:  he  ought  to  have  put  him  in 

full  possession  of  all  the  knowledge  necessary  to  show 

him  his  exact  position.  [They  cited  on  this  point  Lord  £Z- 

ditm'^  judgment  in  1  Dow.  (ft)  and  Squire  v.  Whitton{c)J] 

Again,  Currie  did  not  wind  up  the  concern  at  the  time 
when  he  ought,  under  the  articles  of  partnership,  Watson 
V.  Akock{d)f  and  that  released  the  bond.  They  cited 
also  Lord  Loughborough's  observations  in  Newman  v. 
Payne  {e)  and  Oibson  v.  Jeyes  (/).  To  sum  up,  then, 
the  substance  of  the  argument  is  this.  Even  if  there  had 
been  no  relation  between  the  parties  except  Lipscombe 
being  a  surety,  Currie  ought  to  have  explained  all  the 
circumstances  to  him,  and  ought  to  have  closed  the  busi- 
ness according  to  the  articles.  But,  beyond  that,  as 
solicitor  of  Lipscombe,  he  ought  to  have  advised  him  as  if 
he  had  been  his  client,  and  the  dealing  had  been  with  a 
stranger. 

Mr.  Elmsley  and  Mr.  Burden  for  the  Defendant  Currie. 

In  1825,  Hector,  the  solicitor  of  Jolliffe  was.  dis- 
charged; thenceforth  he  opposed  the  Jolliffe  family.  It 
became  then  necessary  that  Jolliffe  should  establish  a 

(fl)  2  Ves.  jun.  483.  (d)  17  Jurist,  586. 

(6)  Page  294.  (0  2  Ves.  jun.  199. 

(c)  1  H.  L.  Cas.  S3S.  (/)  6  Ves.  266. 
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1859.  banki  and  thus  the  partnership  of  1833  was  formed. 

Mr.  Currie  could  have  had  no  personal  interest  in 
establishing  the  bank,  but  to  Butterfield  it  was  a  matter 
of  personal  interest,  and  Butterfield  had  married  Xtps- 
comb^s  niece ;  so  that  Lipscambe  had  an  interest  to  aid 
his  pecuniary  welfare.  [They  read  passages  from  the 
answer  (agreed  to  be  treated  as  an  affidavit)  and  from  the 
evidence,  to  show  that  in  1842  Cttrrie  had  ceased  to  have 
any  interest  in  the  bank  being  carried  on.  They  referred 
also  to  the  articles  of  partnership,  to  show  how  completely 
Curriers  position  was  altered,  and  to  the  bond  itself,  to 
show  that  on  the  face  of  it  Lipsccmbe  had  full  informa- 
tion of  the  position  of  Currie.^ 

There  is  no  proof  of  any  connection  between  Currie 
and  Lipacombe^  except  that  which  is  stated  in  Currie's 
answer,  that  Currie  became  a  partner  at  the  instance  of 
Lipscambe  and  Butterfield.  There  is  no  proof  that 
Currie  was  the  solicitor,  or  in  any  sense  the  confidential 
adviser  of  Lipscambe,  Currie  denies  it,  and  there  is  no 
proof  against  his  answer. 

The  doctrine  relied  on,  as  between  solicitor  and  client, 
has  therefore  no  application. 

As  to  Gibsan  v.  Jet/es,  it  proceeds  on  the  relation  be- 
tween the  parties ;  but  that  relation  does  not  exist  here. 
[The  learned  counsel  commented  on  the  two  answers  of 
Currie,  and  read  passages  to  recong ile  the  statements 
about  the  similarity  of  the  two  bonds.] 

The  bond  sought  to  be  set  aside,  when  prepared,  was 
sent  down  to  Butterfield  and  Lipscambe  simply,  and  they 
e;secuted  it,  without  any  intervention,  advice  or  interfer- 
ence at  all  by  Currie. 
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Then,  as  to  the  alleged  release  of  the  bond,  by  the  car^ 
rying  oo  of  the  business.  How  does  that  afiect  the  lia- 
bility of  Lip§combe,  who  rendered  himself  liable  during 
the  whole  contiDuanoe  of  the  partnership. 

As  to  the  alleged  insolvency  of  the  bank  in  1849» 
there  is  no  evidence  to  show  thati  in  184^,  Currie  knew 
of  such  insolvency,  except  by  the  payment  to  JoUiffe{a), 
and  that  Upsoombe  knew  as  well  as  Currie. 


Ill 
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As  to  the  relation  between  parties  assured  and  the 
surety,  they  cited  8tane  v.  Campton  (ft). 

The  principle  on  this  point  is,  that  mere  silence  on 
the  part  of  the  party  assured,  does  not  release  the  surety. 
J^here  must  be  actual  misrepresentation,  and  here  there 
^As  none,  nor  is  any  even  alleged. 

'X'lie  Solicitor  Oeneral^  in  reply. 

14  Dec. 
"X^lie  Vice-Chancellor  took  time  to  consider,  and      Judgment. 
0*^   %lie  SOth  January,  1854,  delivered  the  following  judg- 

*^he  first  point  taken  by  the  plaintiff's  counsel,  is 
^vnded  on  the  duty  which  a  solicitor  owes  to  his  client. 

'^   is  insisted  that  Currie  was  the  solicitor  for  Lipe- 

opoe&e    in  the  transaction,  and  that  it  was  the  duty  of 

^^^'^''ic,  as  Lipscombe^s  solicitor,  to  have  carefully  ex- 

^^^^«*^d  to  his  client  not  only  the  tenor  and  effect  of  the 

'^^^^^   but  the  circumstances  and  condition  of  the  part- 

^^^'^Kip  business  at  that  time,  its  assets  and  liabilities 

^^^  See  post,  p.  120.  (6)  5  Bing.  N.  C.  Ii52. 
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and  the  capital  thereiiii  and  whether  any  and  which  of  the 
debts  owing  to  it  were  bad  or  doubtful.  And  inasmuch 
as  no  such  information  or  explanation  was  given,  and 
the  provisions  of  the  bond  were  of  a  very  unusual  and 
onerous  description,  therefore  the  transaction  cannot  be 
supported  as  between  solicitor  and  client. 


This  argument  rests  entirely  on  the  assumption  that 
Currie  was  Lipscombe^s  solicitor.     Is  this  the  fact  ? 

It  is  clear  that  he  was  not  Lipscombe^s  solicitor  in  any 
other  matter ;  he  had  never  been  employed  by  or  acted 
for  him.  But  it  is  said,  that  when  he  undertook  to  pre- 
pare the  bond  on  behalf  of  Lipscombe,  he  became  his 
solicitor. 


Did  he  undertake  to  prepare  it  on  behalf  of  Lips^ 
combe?  I  see  no  ground  for  this  assumption.  He  pre- 
pared it  on  his  own  behalf  only,  as  being  the  party  to  be 
indemnified,  and  sent  the  draft  to  Butterfield  for  his  own 
and  Lipscombe' 8  approval.  There  is  no  ground  for  sup- 
posing that  either  of  them  had  the  least  notion  that 
Currie  undertook  to  prepare  the  bond  on  their  or  either  of 
their  behalf.  Each  knew  that  the  bond,  of  which  Currie 
sent  them  the  draft,  was  what  he  required  of  them  as  the 
condition  of  his  continuing  a  partner  with  Butterfield^  not 
what  he  as  their  solicitor  advised  them  that  it  was  for 
their  benefit  to  execute.  Each  or  either  of  them  might, 
if  he  thought  fit,  have  submitted  the  draft  to  his  owa 
solicitor;  and  his  choosing  to  abstain  from  so  doing 
could  not  have  the  effect  of  constituting  Currie  his  soli- 
citor in  the  transaction.  Suppose  that  Currie^  instead 
of  being  a  solicitor,  had  been  a  merchant  or  banker,  and 
had  caused  the  bond  to  be  prepared  by  his  own  solicitor, 
and  bad  transmitted  the  draft  thus  prepared  to  Butter-^ 
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field,  for  the  approyal  of  himself  and  Lipscombe^  and  that 
from  a  wish  of  concealing  the  matter  from  his  family,  or 
for  any  other  reason,  Lipscombe  had  thought  fit  to  exa- 
mine and  approve  it  himself,  without  consulting  his  own 
solicitor,  would  that  have  made  the  solicitor  by  whom 
the  bond  was  prepared  the  solicitor  of  Lipscombe  in  the 
transaction  ?  If  not,  how  can  it  make  any  difierence  that 
Currie,  being  himself  a  solicitor,  prepared  the  bond 
without  requiring  the  assistance  of  any  other  solicitor  ? 
If  Lipscombe  or  Butterfield  had  given  the  slightest  inti- 
mation to  Currie  that  he  considered  Currie  to  be  acting 
as  bis  solicitor  in  the  preparation  of  the  bond,  I  have  no 
doubt  he  would  without  hesitation  have  declined  the 
office.  The  expense  of  preparing  the  bond  was  charged 
by  Currie  and  his  partners  to  the  banking  firm  as  part 
of  the  partnership  liabilities,  and  not  to  Lipscombe.  I 
am  persuaded,  that  none  of  the  three  parties  concerned 
entertained  the  least  notion  that  Currie  was  acting  as  the 
solicitor  of  any  one  but  himself. 
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Being  of  opinion  that  Currie  did  not  act  as  the  soli- 
citor of  Lipscombe  in  the  transaction,  it  is  unnecessary  to 
consider  what  would  have  been  the  efiect  if  such  had 
been  the  fact. 

The  second  point  taken  by  the  Plaintiff's  counsel  is 
founded  on  the  duty  which  a  person  taking  an  indemnity 
owes  to  the  surety  or  person  by  whom  such  indemnity 
is  to  be  given. 


It  is  insisted  that  the  duty  of  Currie  towards  Lips- 
combe, as  surety,  required  that  he  should  give  him  full 
information  and  explanation  on  certain  matters;  and 
that  Curriers  omission  to  give  such  information  and  ex- 
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1853.  planaUon  is  a  ground  for  this  Court  to  interfere  to  pre- 

vent him  from  enforcing  his  legal  rights  under  the  bond. 

The  first  matter  upon  which  it  is  insisted  that  Carrie 
should  have  volunteered  to  give  such  information  or  ex- 
planation is  the  efiect  of  the  bond.  I  am  not  aware  of 
any  principle  or  any  authority  which  imposes  upon  a 
person  to  whom  another  is  about  give  a  bond  of  indem- 
nity as  surety  any  special  obligation,  without  having 
been  asked  so  to  do,  to  give  particular  explanations  to 
the  surety  as  to  the  meaning  or  effect  of  such  bond,  any 
more  than  a  person  who  is  taking  from  another  any  other 
species  of  deed  or  instrument  which  is  to  enure  to  the 
benefit  of  the  person  taking  it,  is  under  such  obligation. 
If,  indeed,  the  person  taking  the  indemnity  does,  either 
by  the  frame  of  the  instrument  or  by  any  representations 
made  to  the  surety,  or  in  any  other  manner,  mislead  the 
surety  as  to  the  efiect  of  it,  or  occasion  his  misappre- 
hending it,  or  takes  advantage  of  his  ignorance  or  dis- 
tress, or  induces  him  to  execute  the  instrument  under 
circumstances  by  which  he  is  deprived  of  the  means  and 
opportunity  of  having  legal  advice  and  assistance,  or  if 
he  knows  or  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  surety  mis- 
apprehends the  nature  or  efiect  of  the  instrument,  and 
allows  him  to  execute  it  without  removing  such  misap- 
prehension by  sufficient  explanation,  in  any  such  cases 
no  doubt  a  Court  of  Equity  would  interfere  to  prevent 
any  advantage  being  taken  of  a  bond  of  indemnity  so 
procured.  And  so  it  would  in  the  case  of  any  other 
species  of  instrument  so  procured.  But  if  none  of  these 
circumstances  occur,  if  the  party  to  whom  the  indemnity 
is  to  be  given,  having  prepared  or  caused  to  be  prepared 
the  instrument  which  he  requires  in  clear  and  intelligible 
terms,  transmits  the  draft  to  the  intended  surety  for  his 
approval,  so  that  he  has  the  fiiU  opportunity  not  only  of 
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duly  considering  it  himself  uninfluenced  by  the  repre- 
sentations or  even  by  the  presence  of  the  other,  but  of 
procuring  the  advice  and  assistance  of  his  own  solicitor, 
I  know  not  by  what  rule  or  principle  of  justice  or  equity 
his  omission  to  enter  into  a  particular  explanation  of  the 
terms  or  tenor  or  effect  of  the  proposed  instrument  is  to 
have  the  efiect  of  rendering  it  void. 


Now  what  are  the  facts  of  the  present  case?  Currie^ 
having  prepared  the  draft  articles  of  partnership  and  the 
draft  bond  in  London^  on  his  own  behalf  and  in  the 
form  which  he  required,  sent  them  to  ButterfiM^  at 
Petersfieldf  where  both  he  and  Lipscombe  resided,  for 
the  approval  of  them  both.  I  do  not  see  what  course 
he  could  have  adopted  which  would  have  left  either  of 
them  more  entirely  free  and  unfettered  to  exercise  his 
own  judgment  as  to  the  propriety  or  expediency  of  adopt- 
ing or  objecting  to  the  bond  of  indemnity  or  any  of  its 
terms  and  provisions,  or  to  call  in  the  assistance  and 
advice  of  any  legal  or  other  adriser.  The  terms  and 
provisions  of  the  bond,  however  stringent,  were  clear  and 
unambiguous.  The  bond  refers  to  and  shortly  recites 
the  articles  of  184fi,  the  draft  of  which  accompanied  the 
draft  bond,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  Lips- 
combe  had  full  access  to  and  inspection  of  those  articles. 
In  fact,  he  attested  Butterfield's  execution. of  the  articles; 
and  although  no  doubt  the  mere  attesting  the  execution 
of  an  instrument  does  not  give  the  attesting  witness  a 
knowledge  of  its  contents,  it  is  evident  that  .Lipscombe 
was  not  a  mere  attesting  witness.  There  is  no  ground 
for  regarding  Lipscombe  as  having  been  deficient  in  in- 
telligence or  experience,  or  illiterate  and  uneducated,  or 
under  any  pecuniary  or  other  pressure.  There  is  no 
suggestion  that  he  was  under  the  influence  of  Currier  or 
of  any  representations  made  by  him;    indeed  there  is 
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nothing  to  lead  to  the  supposition  that  any  communica- 
tion whatever^  written  or  verbal,  passed  between  Currie 
and  Lipscombe  on  the  subject  of  the  terms  or  effect  of 
the  bond.  Lipscombe  s  own  solicitor  resided  near  him ; 
and  certainly  it  was  not  through  any  fault  or  neglect  of 
Currie  that  Lipscombe  did  not  choose  to  consult  that 
solicitor ;  indeed,  for  any  thing  that  Currie  appears  to 
have  known  to  the  contrary,  that  step  may  have  been 
actually  taken.  What  ground  is  there  for  supposing  that 
Currie  had  any  reason  whatever  to  believe  or  suspect 
that  Lipscombe  was  under  any  misapprehension  as  to  the 
terms  and  provisions  or  effect  of  the  bond?  But  further, 
what  ground  is  there  for  supposing  that  Lipscombe  did 
not  perfectly  comprehend  it?  Parsons^  indeed,  the  in- 
timate and  confidential  friend  of  Lipscombe^  and  the  wit- 
ness attesting  the  execution  of  the  bond,  in  his  affidavit 
for  the  Plaintifis,  sworn  on  13th  June,  1853,  says  he 
verily  believes  that  Lipscombe  did  not  know  to  what  ex- 
tent it  bound  him,  and  that,  had  he  known  that  there  was 
any  amount  of  bad  debts  then  due  to  the  concern,  and 
that  he  virtually  guaranteed  that  all  the  debtors  of  the 
bank  should  pay  their  debts,  he  would  have  never  signed 
it.  But  in  his  affidavit  for  the  Defendant,  sworn  on 
30th  June,  1853,  he  says,  **  I  am  satisfied,  from  the  con- 
versations I  have  from  time  to  time  had  with  Lipscombe^ 
that  he  well  understood  his  liabilities  under  the  bond.*' 
These  two  statements  appear  at  first  sight  to  contradict 
each  other.  If  there  be  a  real  contradiction  between 
them,  all  that  can  be  said  is  that  then  they  afford  no  evi- 
dence one  way  or  the  other.  But  upon  a  close  examina- 
tion of  the  language  of  the  former  affidavit,  I  think  it 
will  appear  that  there  is  no  direct  and  positive  contradic- 
tion of  the  latter.  Parsons  does  not  say  he  believes  that 
Lipscombe  did  not  understand  the  effect  of  the  bond  or 
his  liabilities  under  it,  but  having  just  before  said  that  no 
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solicitor  was  called  in  to  explain  the  "  effect  of  the  bond,** 
he  adds  the  passage  in  question,  in  which  he  changes 
the  language,  viz.  that  he  believes  Lipscomhe  **  did  not 
know  to  what  extent  it  bound  him/'  and  that,  had  he 
.  known  that  there  was  any  amount  of  had  debts  then  due  to 
the  concern^  and  that  he  virtually  guaranteed  that  all  the 
debtors  should  pay  their  debts,  he  would  not  have  signed 
it.  This  does  not  express  any  belief  that  Lipscombe  did 
not  understand  the  effect  of  the  bond.  If  this  had  been 
intended,  why  not  say  it  in  so  many  words  ?  Why  change 
the  language,  and,  although  in  the  passage  immediately 
preceding  he  was  speaking  in  express  terms  of  "  the  effect 
of  the  bond,"  proceed  to  express  a  belief,  not  that  he  did 
not  understand  its  effect,  but  that  he  did  not  know  the 
extent  to  which  it  bound  him.  Indeed,  those  latter  words 
in  themselves  properly  signify,  not  the  meaning  or  effect 
of  the  bond,  or  the  nature  of  the  liability  thereunder,  but 
the  pecuniary  amount  for  which  he  became  responsible, 
which  of  course  he  did  not  and  could  not  know :  that  is 
their  proper  meaning,  even  standing  alone;  still  more 
ought  that  meaning  to  be  attributed  to  them  when  stand- 
ing in  contrast'  to  the  sentence  immediately  preceding, 
which  speaks  expressly  of  "  the  effect  of  the  bond." 
And  as  to  the  last  passage  in  the  affidavit,  it  appears  to 
me  only  to  express  a  belief  that  Lipscombe  would  not 
have  signed  the  bond  if  he  had  known  two  things  in  con- 
junction, viz.  the  fact  that  some  of  the  debts  were  then 
bad,  in  conjunction  with  the  fact  that  he  guaranteed  all 
the  debts. 
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But  whatever  effect  is  to  be  given  to  the  two  affidavits 
of  Parsons^  there  is  no  ground  whatever  for  supposing 
that  Lipscombe  did  not  perfectly  understand  the  meaning 
and  effect  of  the  bond.  Indeed,  his  careful  concea^lment 
of  it  from  his  friends,  and  even  from  his  own  wife,  ap- 
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pears  to  me  to  afford  no  slight  evidence  that  he  perfectly 
understood  the  full  meaning  and  effect  of  the  bond;  for 
if,  as  the  Plaintiflb  contend,  he  believed  he  was  only 
guaranteeing  the  faithful  observance  of  the  articles  by 
Butterfieldf  why  should  he  be  so  anxious  to  conceal  it? 

Another  matter  upon  which  it  is  insisted  that  Currie 
ought  to  have  given  information  to  Lipscombe^  is  that 
some  of  the  debts  then  due  to  the  bank  and  transferred 
to  the  new  partnership  were  bad  or  doubtful. 

Now,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  it  as  my  dear 
opinion,  that  a  creditor  taking  from  a  surety  a  bond  to 
indemnify  him  against  the  bankruptcy  or  insolvency  of 
his  debtor,  is  bound  to  disclose,  voluntarily  and  without 
waiting  to  be  asked,  any  facts  within  his  knowledge 
material  for  the  surety  to  be  acquainted  with  relating  to 
the  pecuniary  condition  and  solvency  of  the  debtor;  and 
his  omission  to  do  so  is  fatal  to  the  indemnity.  This  is 
a  principle  recognized  and  acted  upon  by  Courts  of  Law 
as  well  as  Courts  of  Equity. 

If,  therefore,  any  of  the  debts  which  in  August,  1842, 
were  due  to  the  former  partnership,  and  transferred  to 
the  new  partnership,  were  then  bad  or  doubtful,  and  that 
fact  was  known  to  Curriey  he  was,  in  my  opinion,  bound 
to  inform  Lipscombe  thereof;  and  his  omission  to  do  so 
would  in  my  judgment  affect  the  validity  of  the  bond.  Is 
it  then  the  fact  that  any  of  such  debts  were  then  bad  or 
doubtful?  and  if  so,  was  it  known  to  Currie?  What  is 
the  evidence  upon  the  subject?  The  evidence  shows, 
that  of  the  debts  transferred  to  the  new  partnership  in 
August,  184^,  which  amounted  to  upwards  of  14,000/.,  a 
considerable  number,  to  the  amount  of  more  than  1,700/., 
were,  after  the  dissoluHan  of  the  partnership  in  1840  and 


CASES    IN    CHANCERY.  119 

the  bankruptcy  of  Butterjield,  ascertained  to  be  irreco- 
ferable,  that  is,  bad  debts ;  but  there  is  not  a  tittle  of 
evidence  to  show  that  any  one  of  them  was,  at  the  time 
of  the  transfer  to  the  new  partnership  in  1842  bad,  or 
even  doubtful ;  for  of  course  the  fact  that  a  debt  is  irre- 
coverable in  1849  is  no  evidence  to  prove  that  it  was  so 
seven  years  previously.    So  that  the  Plaintifls  fail  to 
establish  the  fact  which  must  be  the  very  foundation  of 
their  contention  upon  this  point.    And  there  being  no 
proof  that  such  was  the  &ct,  there  is  no  proof  that  it  was 
known  to  Ctarrie.    But  then  it  is  insisted  on  the  part  of 
the  Plaintiflb  that  any  man  of  common  sense  must  assume 
it  to  be  highly  probable,  nay,  morally  certain,  that  out 
of  a  great  number  of  debts,  amounting  to  more  than 
14,000{.,  some  will  prove  irrecoverable,  and  that  Currie 
must  have  so  presumed  in  this  case.     Without  question- 
ing the  truth  of  this  observation,  does  it  not  apply  with 
as  much  force  to  Lipscambe  as  to  Currie  f    Why  are  we 
not  to  assume  that  this  probability,  or  this  certainty  (which- 
ever it  is  to  be  called)  was  present  to  the  mind  of  Lips- 
combe  as  well  as  to  that  of  Currie  f    And  how  does  this 
probability  or  this  certainty  constitute  a  fact  which  was 
within  the  knowledge  of  Currie  and  not  within  the  know- 
ledge of  Lipscombe,  and  which  the  former  was  bound  to 
communicate  to  the  latter?    In  truth,  unless  there  be 
evidence  to  show  that  some  of  the  debts  were  then  bad 
or  doubtful  (which  there  is  not),  I  do  not  see  how  the 
debts  then  due  to  the  concern  should  be  considered  as 
standing  on  a  diflferent  footing  from  the  debts  which 
might  subsequently  become  due  to  the  partnership.    For 
there  is  of  course  a  high  degree  of  probability  that,  among 
the  numerous  debts  which  in  the  course  of  the  next  five 
years  will  become  due  to  a  bank,  some  will  prove  bad 
and  irrecoverable:  and  this  is  a  probability  that  must 
occur  to  the  mind  of  any  man  of  common  sense.  And  why 
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the  surety  of  the  existence  of  this  probability  as  to  future 
debts  as  he  is  to  inform  him  of  the  similar  probability  as 
to  the  existing  debts?  In  fact,  it  was  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  this  very  probability,  both  as  to  existing  debts 
and  as  to  future  debts,  that  the  bond  was  required  and 
agreed  to  be  giyen« 

It  is  not  unworthy  of  observation  that,  upon  the  disso- 
lution of  the  former  and  the  formation  of  the  new  partner- 
ship in  August,  1842,  part  of  the  arrangement  was,  that 
Colonel  JoUiffe,  who  had  been  a  partner  up  to  that  time, 
and  who  was  then  retiring,  should  be  paid  his  capital  of 
800/.  in  full,  and  that  this  should  be  paid  to  him  by  the 
new  partnership.  Now  it  is  hardly  to  be  supposed  that 
either  Carrie  or  Butterfield  would  have  assented  to  this, 
if  he  had  known  or  believed  that  any  of  the  debts  then 
due  to  the  former  partnership  (all  of  which  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  new  partnership)  were  at  that  time  irreco- 
verable ;  for  Colonel  JoUiffe  could  only  be  entitled  to  be 
paid  his  capital  in  full  upon  the  assumption  that  all  those 
debts  were  at  that  time  good  debts ;  and  upon  any  other 
supposition  the  continuing  partners  were  assenting  to 
what  was  a  dead  loss  to  themselves,  which  it  is  utterly 
improbable  that  they  would  do. 

Another  matter  respecting  which  it  is  contended  that 
Currie  was  bound  to  have  given  information  to  Lips- 
combe,  as  surety,  is  the  whole  state  and  condition  of  the 
partnership  business  in  184^,  and  particularly  the. small 
amount  of  capital  in  the  concern.  If  it  is  meant  to  be 
contended  that  it  is  essential  to  the  validity  of  a  bond  of 
indemnity  against  loss  by  the  carrying  on  of  a  banking 
partnership,  that  the  surety,  not  asking  for  any  informa- 
tion, should  be  informed  of  all  the  transactions  and  busi- 
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ness  of  the  concern,  I  cannot  assent  to  the  proposition. 
Nor  can  I  admit  that  it  is  necessary  that  the  surety  who 
does  not  ask  for  any  information  on  the  subject  should 
be  informed  of  the  amount  of  capital  of  the  partners  in 
the  business.  But  it  is  insisted  that  there  is  this  spe- 
cialty in  tlie  case,  that,  whereas  it  had  been  stipulated  by 
the  articles  of  1833  and  those  of  1839,  that  Jolliffe  and 
Currie  should  bring  in  '3,000(  in  the  proportion  of  two- 
thirds  and  one-third,  no  such  capital  had  been  brought 
in ;  and  the  bill  charges  that  Currie  had  in  fact  brought 
in  nothing,  and  that  Lipscombe  executed  the  bond  in  the 
belief  **  that  the  business  had  been  established  by  the 
introduction  of  a  bonafde  and  sufficient  capital."  Now, 
in  the  first  place,  I  cannot  see  how  any  stipulation  as  to 
capital  in  the  articles  of  1833  or  of  1839  applicable  to 
the.  partnership  of  the  three,  can  affect  the  question  with 
reference  to  the  capital  to  be  brought  into  the  partnership 
of  184S  between  the  two.  But  further,  it  is  a  mistake  to 
suppose  that  the  articles  of  1833  or  of  1839  stipulated 
that  3,000/.  capital  should  be  brought  in  by  Jolliffe  and 
Currie.  The  stipulation  was  that  the  partnership  busi- 
ness should  be  carried  on  with  a  capital  not  exceeding 
3,000/.,  to  be  advanced  and  brought  in  by  Jolliffe  and 
Currie,  in  the  proportions  of  two-thirds  and  one-third. 
This  imposed  no  obligation  on  Jolliffe  and  Currie,  or 
either  of  them,  to  bring  in  capital  to  the  amount  of  3,000/. 
or  any  given  amount  of  capital.  Now,  it  appears  firom 
the  evidence  that,  according  to  the  books,  the  amount 
which  Currie  had  in  the  concern  in  August,  I84S,  was 
506/.  lOs.  6c/.,  which  was  composed  of  three  items,  viz. 
451/.  lOs.  6d,,  being  his  share  of  profits  left  in  the  busi- 
ness ;  49/.  19«.  Id,,  being  the  residue  of  a  sum  of  300/. 
which  he  had  brought  in,  and  5/.  Os.  I  Id,,  being  the 
balance  of  his  banking  account.  This  sum  of  506/.  lOs.  6d,, 
though  not  originally  brought  in  as  capital,  was  due  to 
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him  from  the  prior  partnership,  and  was  actually  payable 
to  hira^  upon  the  assumption  that  the  debts  and  assets  of 
the  partnership  were  all  realized ;  so  that  this  sum  con- 
stituted the  capital  of  Currie  in  the  new  partnership, 
upon  the  transfer  to  that  partnership  of  all  the  then 
assets  and  liabilities  of  the  prior  partnership.  And  there 
was  no  stipulation  in  the  articles  of  1840  that  either 
Currie  or  Butterfield  should  bring  in  any  speciBed 
amount  of  capital.  1  cannot  see  that  there  was  anything 
in  the  circumstances  respecting  capital  which  it  especially 
behoved  Currie  unasked  to  have  communicated  to  Lipe^- 
combej  even  supposing  him  to  have  been  ignorant  of 
them. 


I  cannot  help,  however,  feeling  a  strong  conviction 
that  the  state  of  the  partnership  concern  in  August,  184@, 
and  everything  relating  to  it,  was  at  least  as  well  known 
to  Lipscombe  as  to  Currie,  Currie  was  a  solicitor  in 
large  practice  in  London,  where  he  resided ;  he  had  ori- 
ginally joined  the  partnership  to  promote  the  election- 
eering interests  of  his  employer^  Colonel  JoUiffe*  He 
swears  most  distinctly  that  he  never  interfered  in  the 
business,  and  there  is  no  attempt  to  contradict  him,  which 
might  easily  have  been  done  (if  he  was  not  speaking  the 
truth)  by  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Bowers,  vfho  was  through- 
out the  managing  clerk  of  the  bank,  and  who  has  been 
examined  as  a  witness  by  the  Plaintiflb.  When  Colonel 
JoUiffe  retired  from  the  partnership  in  August,  184£, 
Currie  desired  also  to  retire,  but  was  induced,  by  the  so- 
licitations of  Butterfield  and  Lipscombe,  to  continue, 
which  he  only  consented  to  do  on  having  the  fullest  in- 
demnity from  both.  Lipscombe,  on  the  other  hand,  was 
one  of  the  originators  of  the  bank,  partly  from  zeal  in 
the  cause  of  the  JoUiffe  party  at  Petersfield,  and  partly 
fifom  a  desire  to  benefit  Butterfield,  whom  he  regarded 
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in  the  light  of  a  aon*in-Iaw^and  in  whose  welfare  he  took 
a  warm  mterest.  Lipscombe  lived  at  Petersfisld,  within 
a  few  doors  of  the  bank;  kept  an  account  there;  was 
almost  daily  in  the  bank,  generally  two  or  three  times  a 
day,  and  ia  continued  and  close  intimacy  with  Butter-- 
feld,  the  sole  managing  partner.  Looking,  then,  at  the 
relative  position  of  Currie  and  Lipaeombey  I  think  it  pro* 
bable  (though  there  is  not,  and  hardly  could  be,  actual 
proof  of  the  fact)  that  the  latter  was  at  least  as  cognizant 
of  all  matters  relating  to  the  bank,  which  it  concerned 
him  as  surety  to  know,  as  Currie  was ;  and  at  all  events, 
I  have  no  doubt  that  he  had  much  better  means  of  know* 
ledge  than  any  information  which  Currie  could  have 
given  him. 


185d. 


Much  stress  was  laid  by  the  Plaintiff's  counsel  on  the 
stringent  provisions  of  the  bond,  and  it  was  contended 
that  they  were  of  so  severe  and  oppressive  a  character,  as 
to  render  it  utterly  improbable  that  Lipscomhe  could  have 
intended  to  subject  himself  to  so  onerous  a  responsi- 
bility, and  thai  it  must  be  concluded  that  he  thought  he 
was  only  executing  a  duplicate  of  the  bond  of  1833,  by 
which  he  merely  guaranteed  the  due  performance  of  the 
partnership  articles  by  Butterfidd.  Indeed,  one  of  the 
alternative  prayers  of  the  bill  is,  that  the  bond  may  be 
reformed  to  make  it  conformable  to  that  of  1833. 


Dottbdess  the  provisions  of  the  bond  are  stringent  and 
onerous,  and  such  as  under  ordinary  circumstances  no 
prudent  person,  merely  asked  by  a  friend  to  become 
surety  for  him,  would  be  likely  to  accede  to.  But  when 
the  circumstances  of  this  case  are  taken  into  considera- 
tion, it  appears  to  me  that  there  is  an  end  to  all  impro- 
bability in  the  supposition  that  Lipscambe  knowingly 
and  deKberately  undertook  the  fiill  responsibility  involved 

k2 
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1853.  in  the  provisions  of  the  bond.     Lipscombe  was  the  per- 

son,  or  at  least  one  of  the  persons,  who  first  suggested 
the  establishment  of  this  bank,  not  as  a  bank  for  bank- 
ing purposes,  but  a  bank  for  the  purpose  of  being  used 
as  a  machine  for  thwarting  the  proprietor  of  the  then 
existing  bank,  who  was  the  political  opponent  of  the 
Jolliffe  party  at  Petersfield,  and  for  making  advances  to 
the  electors  of  Petersjield,  and  so  getting  them  under  the 
pecuniary  influence  of  Colonel  JoUiffe  and  his  agents. 
Lipscombe  was  a  zealous  partizan  of  the  Jolliffe  faction ; 
and  he  had  an  additional  motive  for  desiring  to  have  this 
bank  established  in  his  desire  to  procure  the  means  of 
livelihood  for  Butterfield,  to  whom  he  stood  in  the  close 
and  intimate  connection  before  stated.  He  succeeded  in 
his  wish;  the  bank  was  established,  with  this  strange 
combination  of  partners —the  member,  or  would-be  mem- 
ber, for  the  borough,  prefixing  to  his  name  a  title  of 
military  rank,  a  London  solicitor  in  full  practice,  and  a 
retired  farmer;  Butterjield,  the  farmer,  being,  on  the 
recommendation  of  Lipscombe  himself,  appointed  sole 
managing  partner,  with  a  kind  of  banking  tutor  in  the 
person  of  an  experienced  banker's  clerk  from  London, 
to  teach  him  the  mysteries  of  banking.  Of  this  extraor- 
dinary bank,  so  anomalous  and  objectionable  in  its  con- 
stitution, so  anomalous  and  objectionable  in  the  nature  of 
its  intended  operations,  Lipscombe  was  a  zealous  pro- 
moter and  supporter,  if  not  the  sole  originator.  It  con- 
tinued under  the  articles  of  1833  and  1839  until  184^, 
when  Colonel  Jolliffe  resolved  to  retire;  and  then  to 
induce  Currie  to  continue  became  a  great  object  with 
Lipscombe,  from  the  same  motives  as  those  under  which 
he  had  originally  suggested  the  establishment  of  the 
bank,  and  he  solicited  Currie  to  remain,  who  only  con- 
sented on  the  condition  of  having  the  fullest  indemnity 
from  Butterfield  and  Lipscombe.  It  is  important  to  observe 
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that,  although  in  August,  1842,  a  new  partnership  was 
formed  between  the  two  continuing  partners,  with  new 
articles  of  partnership,  very  diflferent  from  those  of  1833 
and  1839,  yet  in  fact  it  was  not  a  new  business^  but  simply 
a  continuation  of  the  old  existing  business ;  and  such  was 
the  intention  and  understanding  of  all  parties,  including 
Lipscambe.  The  transfer  to  the  new  partnership  of  the 
assets  and  liabilities  of  the  old  partnership,  so  far  from 
being  a  strange  or  unusual  arrangement,  would  be  a 
matter  almost  of  course  where  an  existing  banking  busi- 
ness was  to  be  carried  on  by  two  continuing  partners  on 
the  retirement  of  the  third,  whatever  might  be  the  new 
arrangements  between  the  continuing  partners  as  to 
bringing  in  capital  or  dividing  profits,- or  any  other  mat- 
ter. Lipscambe,  or  indeed  any  one  else,  must  have  taken 
for  granted  (even  if  he  had  not  been  particularly  in- 
formed of  it)  that  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  the  exist- 
ing concern  and  business  by  the  continuing  partners, 
even  if  this  had  been  an  ordinary  bank  established  for 
ordinary  banking  purposes,  the  new  partnership  would 
probably  adopt  the  assets  and  liabilities  of  the  old,  and 
among  the  rest  the  debts  then  due  to  the  concern.  And 
in  this  case  there  was  even  more  reason  than  in  ordinary 
cases  why  the  debts  due  to  the  old  partnership  should  be 
transferred  to  the  new  partnership ;  for  the  debts  then 
due  to  the  concern  were  no  doubt  for  the  most  part  due 
from  electors  of  Petersfield  on  account  of  advances  in- 
tentionally made  to  them,  in  order  to  obtain  an  influence 
over  their  votes ;  for  the  very  object  of  the  existence  of 
the  bank  was,  by  means  of  such  advances,  to  acquire  and 
preserve  that  influence ;  and  that  object  (which,  be  it 
observed,  was  the  main  object  of  Lipscombe  himself) 
would  have  been  defeated  if  those  debtors  to  the  concern 
had  not  continued  such  debtors  under  the  new  partner- 
ship.    It  is  therefore  no  matter  of  surprise  that  Currie, 


1853. 


Shall 

0. 
CUREIE. 
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1863.         when  solicited  by  BuUerjiM  and  Idpgoombe  to  continue 
^^"'^^'^        in  the  bank,  should  yield  to  their  wish  only  on  the  con- 
9,  dition  that  his  partner  Butterfidd  should,  as  between 

CuRRtE.  them,  undertake  the  whole  responsibility  and  risk  of  the 
concern,  and  that  he  {Charie)  should  be  indemnified  by 
Butterfieldf  and  by  Lipscombe  as  his  surety,  against  any 
loss  which  could  by  possibility  accrue  to  him  from  the 
business  being  continued  to  be  carried  on.  What  is 
there  in  the  least  d^ree  unreasonable  or  unconscionable 
in  such  a  requisition?  Or  what  ground  is  there  for 
thinking  it  incredible  or  improbable  that  lApscambe 
should  readily  agree  to  become  surety  for  Butterfidd,  to 
indemnify  Cftrrie  against  any  loss  that  might  arise  from 
the  bankruptcy  or  insolvency  of  any  of  the  debtors  to 
the  bank,  including  those  who  were  already  such  debtors, 
when  we  see  that  it  was  the  very  object  and  intention  of 
Lipscombe,  as  well  as  of  Butterjield,  that  the  debts  doe 
from  those  persons  should  not  be  called  in,  but  that 
they  should  still  continue  debtors.  It  is  clear  that  it  was 
not  Ctarrie  that  sought  or  induced  Lipscombe,  but  Lips- 
combe that  sought  and  induced  Carrie  in  the  transaction. 
The  concern  has  now  ended  disastrously,  and  it  is  hnma- 
terial  whether  this  result  has  been  caused  by  the  unusual 
or  illegitimate  nature  of  its  operations,  or  the  improvi- 
dent advances  of  money  to  electors  of  Petersfield,  or  the 
bankruptcy  or  insolvency  of  the  debtors,  or  the  paucity 
of  capital  employed,  or  the  inexperience  or  misconduct 
of  Butterfield,  Lipscombe  was  not  deceived  or  misled, 
or  kept  in  ignorance  as  to  any  of  these  probable  causes 
of  failure.  And  now  that  the  failure  has  occurred, 
his  executors  come  to  this  Court  and  ask  to  be  relieved 
from  their  legal  liability  under  their  testator^s  bond,  in- 
sisting that  Lipscombe  ought  to  be  regarded  as  a  mere 
simple  farmer,  quite  inexperienced  in  all  matters  of  busi- 
ness,  a  stranger  to  the  concern,  ignorant  of  its  operations, 
and  of  the  terms  and  arrangements  of  the  partnership. 
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innocently  and  confidingly  taking  it  for  granted  that  the 
bank  was  a  regular,  legitimate  bank,  which  carried  on 
only  the  usual  banking  business,  with  the  customary  de- 
gree of  caution  and  prudence,  believing  that  he  was  only 
asked  to  guarantee  Butterfields  faithful  performance  of 
the  articles,  and  induced  by  Ctirrie  to  execute  the  bond 
in  total  misconception  of  its  meaning  and  efiect,  and  in 
ignorance  of  facts  and  matters  which  it  concerned  him  as 
surety  to  know,  and  which  Currie  ought  to  have  dis- 
closed to  him.  This  representation  is  in  my  opinion  the 
very  reverse  of  the  reality. 


1858. 


Small 

V, 
CURRI£. 


There  remains  but  one  point,  and  upon  that  I  have 
only  a  word  to  say.  It  has  been  contended  that  the 
term  of  five  years,  for  which  the  partnership  of  1842  was 
agreed  upon,  having  terminated  in  1847,  the  concern 
ought  then  to  have  been  stopped  and  wound  up,  whereas 
Currie  allowed  it  to  go  on  till  1849;  and  therefore  the 
bond  should  be  held  void.  The  answer  of  Currie  states, 
and  the  evidence  shows,  that  it  was  continued  only  for 
the  purpose  of  winding  up,  and  that  no  loss  whatever 
was  incurred  by  that  continuance,  to  which  Lipecombe 
was  liable  under  the  bond.  But  whatever  might  be  made 
of  this  point,  as  a  reason  for  this  Court  relieving  against 
the  bond,  is  equally  cognizable  by  a  Court  of  Law,  and« 
if  available  at  all,  would  constitute  a  good  legal  defence 
to  the  action  on  the  bond.  Indeed,  this  observation  ap- 
plies to  most  of  the  other  grounds  for  relief  insisted 
upon  by  the  Plaintiffs,  and  particularly  to  the  ground  of 
information  having  been  improperly  kept  back  from  Lips- 
combe  by  Cvrrie. 


As  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Plaintiffs  have  not  made 
out  any  case  for  setting  aside  or  reforming  the  bond,  and 
as  the  bill  is  entirely  founded  upon  the  claim  to  that 
relief,  it  must  be  dismissed  with  costs. 
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1854: 
February  9th. 

PUading.       THOMAS  JONES  SAUNDERS  v.  THOMAS 
E^^'  RICHARDSON  and  JANE  his  Wife,  and  others- 

The  case  made  X  HE  bill  stated,  that  Anne  Lewis,  formerly  of  Trefachy 

by  the  bill  WM  {„  the  parish  of  Nevem,  in  the  county  of  Pembroke^ 

title' under  seve-  spinster,  hereinafter  named  as  Anne  £Ivans,  widow,  was, 

ral  instruments,  at  the  date  and  execution  of  the  indentures  of  settlement 

to  certain^rea  ^^^^  hereinafter  stated,  seised  or  well  entitled  to  her 

thereby,  one  of  and  her  heirs  for  an  estate  of  inheritance  in  fee  simple, 

such  deeds  ere-  subject  only  as  to  one  moiety  thereof  to  a  term  of  200 
atmff  a  term  to         "  ,    ,  i         --        .  .       ^«./v,         i 

raise  a  sum  of    years,  and  the  trusts  thereof  for  raising  400/.,  and  to  an 

money  not  yet  estate  for  the  life  oi  Anne  Lewis,  widow,  of  or  to  a  cer- 
tain messuage,  tenement  and  lands,  with  their  appur- 
tenances, commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Camymenyn, 
situate  in  the  parish  of  Manctchlogddu,  otherwise  Mona-- 
chlogddu,  in  the  county  of  Pembroke  aforesaid ;  and  of  a 
certain  other  messuage,  tenement  and  lands,  with  the  ap- 
purtenances, commonly  called  and  known  by  the  name 
deeds ;  and  that  of  Sridell,  otherwise  Penpucka,  otherwise  Pentre-pricka, 
they  had  given  gj^^^j^  j^  ^^^  jgj^  ^f  Bridell,  in  the  said  county  of 
notice  to  te-  \  .        /  •' 

nants  not  to  pay  Pembroke ;  and  of  a  certain  other  messuage,  tenement 

TDi"^  ^^'^^  A  ^^^  lands,  with  the  appurtenances,  commonly  called  and 
threatened  to  known  by  the  name  of  PisHlmoygan,  otherwise  Pestill 
distrain  :  it  Mygan,  situate  in  the  several  parishes  of  Llanvaimant- 
trustee  of  the  ^^^  ^"^  Bridell  aforesaid,  in  the  said  county :  also  cer- 
term  refused  to  tain  other  messuages,  tenements  and  lands,  with  their 
p,**?".ii  ^®^^^®  respective  appurtenances,  commonly  called  and  known 
prayed,  among  ^y  ^^^  several  names  of  Clastyr,  otherwise  Glastyr 
other  things,  a 

declaration  that  under  certain  of  the  instruments  the  Plaintiff  was 
entitled  to  the  estates ;  and  that  on  payment  of  the  money  to  be 
raised  by  the  term,  by  him,  he  was  entitled  to  a  surrender  or  assign- 
ment of  the  term :  Held,  that  there  was  an  equity  for  that  relief,  if 
for  no  more,  and  the  bill  was  not  therefore  demurrable. 


raised.     It 
alleged  posses- 
sion or  receipt 
of  the  rents  m 
some  of  the  De- 
fendants; and 
that  they  had 
possession  of 
some  of  the 
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Parhymarchog^  and  Lower  JordastoUy  situate  in  the 
parish  of  Nevem  aforesaid,  in  the  said  county ;  and  of 
another  messuage,  tenement  and  lands,  with  the  appur- 
tenances, commonly  called  and  known  by  the  name  of 
Upper  Jordaston^  situate  in  the  several  parishes  oi  Nevem 
and  Morlgrove^  in  the  said  county ;  and  of  a  certain  other 
messuage,  tenement  and  lands,  with  the  appurtenances, 
commonly  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  Trertchert^ 
otherwise  Trericketj  situate  in  the  several  parishes  of 
Nevem  and  Bayirl^  otherwise  Bayvil,  in  the  said  county ; 
and  of  or  to  a  certain  other  messuage,  tenement  and  lands, 
with  the  appurtenances,  commonly  called  and  known  by 
the  name  of  Nantycray,  situate  in  the  parish  of  Verwiy, 
otherwise  Venoick,  in  the  county  of  Cardigan ;  and  of 
or  to  other  messuages,  tenements,  and  hereditaments, 
which  had  descended  to  her  as  heiress-at-law  of  her 
father,  Stephen  Lewts^  deceased. 

It  then  set  out  the  several  deeds  stated  in  the  case  of 
Evans  v.  Saunders  (a),  of  the  respective  dates  of  the  18th 
and  19th  April,  1794,  the  5th  June,  1830,  the  5th  July, 
1833,  the  16th  July,  1835,  and  the  26th  August,  1836. 
And  it  set  out  the  trusts  of  the  term  of  500  years  created 
by  the  deed  of  1794,  which  were  for  raising  portions  for 
the  younger  children  of  the  marriage,  and  if  there  should 
be  no  such  children,  then  to  raise  400/.  for  such  person 
as  John  Evans  should  by  deed  or  will  appoint,  and  in 
default  of  appointment  for  the  executors  or  administrators 
oi  John  Evans.  It  stated  the  marriage  of  Mrs.  Evans, 
and  the  death  of  John  Evans  intestate  and  without  issue. 
It  then  set  out  the  will  of  Anne  Evans,  as  follows : — 

''  The  said  Anne  Evans  made  her  last  will  and  testa- 


1854. 
Saunders 

0. 

Richardson 
and  Others. 


(a)   1  Drew.  415. 
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1854. 
Saundebs 

V. 
RlCHAftDSON 

and  Others. 


iDfent  in  writing,  dated  the  3rd  day  of  Mareh,  1848,  and 
^hich  was  executed  by  her  in  the  presence  of  and  at- 
tested by  three  witnesses.  And  by  the  said  will,  after 
reciting  the  hereinbefore  stated  indentures  of  lease  and 
release,  bearing  date  respectively  the  18th  and  19th  days 
of  April,  1794,  and  purporting  to  be  in  ^cereise  and  exe- 
cution of  the  power  or  authority  so  given  or  reserved  to 
her  as  offeresaid,  and  of  every  or  any  other  power  or 
authority  enabling  her  in  that  behalf,  she  the  said  Anne 
Evans  did  give  and  devise,  and  direct,  limit  and  ap- 
point,'' &c.  She  went  on  to  appoint  the  several  estates 
comprised  in  the  settlement  of  1794,  including  Nanty 
Crayy  to  various  persons ;  and  after  giving  divers  pecu- 
niary legacies,  the  testatrix  i^ppointed  the  Defendants 
John  Eocms^  John  Pugh  and  Thomas  Jimes,  executors 
of  her  will. 


The  bill  then  proceeded  as  follows : — 

The  said  Anne  Evans  departed  this  life  on  the  S&ih 
of  May,  1848,  without  having  altered  or  revoked  her 
said  will,  and  the  same  was,  on  the  1 3th  day  of  July, 
1848,  duly  proved  by  the  said  Defendants,  the  ex- 
ecutors of  her  said  will,  in  the  proper  Ecclesiastical 
Court 


David  Hughes  Saunders^  at  the  date  and  execution  ^f 
the  said  indentures  of  settlement  of  the  18th  and  19th 
days  of  April,  1794,  was  the  second  son  of  the  said  TTio- 
mas  Saunders  named  in  the  said  indenture  of  settlement, 
which  said  David  Hughes  Saunders,  on  or  about  the 
22nd  day  of  October,  1811,  intermarried  with  EHzabeih 
Argent,  and  on  or  about  the  9th  day  of  November,  1823, 
the  said  David  Hughes  Saunders  departed  this  life,  and 
he  had  issue  by  his  said  wife  several  children,  of  whom 
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the  Plaintiff  was  and  is  the  eldest  son,  and  the  Plaintiff 
is  now  the  lawful  heir  of  the  body  of  the  said  David 
Hughes  Saunders,  and  the  said  David  Hughes  Saunders 
did  not  by  any  act  in  his  lifetime  bar  the  estate  tail 
limited  to  him  by  the  said  indenture  of  settlement  of  the 
il9th  day  of  April,  1794,  of  and  in  the  said  several  mes- 
suages, lands  and  hereditam^its  therein  comprised,  and 
such  estates,  subject  only  to  the  said  term  of  500  years 
and  the  trusts  thereof  for  raising  the  said  sum  of  400/.  by 
the  said  indenture  of  settlement  directed  to  be  raised  and 
paid  as  aforesaid,  descended  upon  and  are  now  vested  in 
the  Plaintiff;  and  by  an  indenture  bearing  date  the  9th 
day  of  December,  1853,  and  made  and  executed  between 
and  by  the  Plaintiff  of  the  one  part,  and  Henry  Sadler 
MiicheU  of  the  other  part,  and  duly  enrolled  in  her  Ma- 
jesty's High  Court  of  Chancery,  all  the  said  estates  were 
conveyed  and  assured,  subject  to  the  said  term  of  500 
years,  unto  the  said  Henry  Sadler  Mitchell  and  his  heirs, 
to  the  use  of  the  Plaintiff  in  fee  simple,  to  the  intenit  that 
all  estates  tail  therein  and  remainders  over  might  be,  as 
they  in  fact  were,  barred. 


1854. 

&4UNDEa8 
RiCHAKDSON 

and  Others. 


It  then  stated  the  creditors*  suit,  and  the  proceedings 
therein^  referred  to  in  iElvans  v.  Evans  (a),  and  the  special 
case  of  Evans  v.  Saunders,  and  the  proceedings  therrin, 
and  the  proceedings  in  Evans  v.  Evans  (Jb) :  it  then  pro- 
ceeded as  follows  :— 

All  the  Defendants  hereto  claim  some  estate  or  interest 
in  some  part  of  the  said  settled  estates,  which  they  pre- 
tend were  well  appointed  by  the  said  will  of  the  said 
Anns  Evans;  and  they  ought  to  set  forth  what  estate  or 
interest  in  the  premises  each  of  them  respectively  claims 


(o)  1  Drew.  654. 


(Jb)  1  Drew.  654. 
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Saumdebs 

RiCHARDSOV 

and  Othen. 


to  be  entitled  to,  and  how  be  or  sbe  makes  out  such 
dum. 

Tbe  above-named  Plaintiff  in  this  suit  is  the  same  per- 
son as  tbe  said  Thanuu  Jones  Saunders  in  the  said  last- 
mentioned  decretal  order  named  (a),  and  is  now  entitled 
not  only  to  the  clear  balance  of  the  proceeds  of  sale  of 
the  said  estate  called  Nantycroyt  but  also  to  all  other 
the  estates  which  were  subject  to  the  limitations  to  die 
second  son  of  the  said  Thomas  Saunders  in  the  said  set- 
tlement of  the  19th  day  of  April,  1794;  but  the  Defend- 
ants hereto,  or  some  of  them,  dispute  the  said  Plaintiff's 
right  to  the  said  proceeds  of  sale,  and  to  the  said  estates 
so  settled  on  the  second  son  of  Humtas  Saunders  as  afore- 
said remaining  unsold ;  and  the  Defendants,  or  some  of 
them,  are  or  is  in  the  possession  or  receipt  of  the  rents 
and  profits  of  all  the  said  estates  and  premises  so  settled 
on  the  second  son  of  Thomas  Saunders  as  aforesaid,  and 
also  have  got  into  their,  his  or  her  hands,  custody  or 
power  the  said  indentures  of  the  15th  and  16th  days  of 
March,  1793,  and  of  the  18th  and  19th  days  of  April, 
1794,  and  the  g5th  day  of  August,  1836,  and  other  title 
deeds,  muniments  and  writings  relating  to  the  said  estates 
and  premises,  and  to  the  custody  or  possession  whereof 
the  Plaintiff  is  justly  entitled. 

The  Defendants  or  some  of  them  have  given  notices  to 
the  several  tenants  upon  the  said  estates  so  settled  on  the 
second  son  of  the  said  Thomas  Saunders  as  aforesaid, 
not  to  pay  their  rents  to  the  Plaintiff,  who  is  justly  en- 
titled to  them,  but  to  themselves ;  and  they  threaten  to 
distrain  for  the  rents  that  are  now  due  and  that  will  here- 
after become  due,  unless  the  same  are  so  paid  to  them- 
selves and  the  Defendants,  who  claim  to  be  annuitants 

(a)  The  order  made  on  the  hearing  oi Evans  v.  Evam. 
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under  the  said  will  of  the  said  Anne  Hvans,  threaten  and 
intend  to  distrain  for  their  several  annuities  upon  some 
part  of  the  said  settled  estate  so  alleged  to  be  charged  v, 

therewith.  Richardson 

and  Others. 

The  Defendant  Bridget  Evans  is  found  to  be  a  cre- 
ditor of  the  said  Anne  Evans  in  the  said  suit  of  Evans 
V.  Evans  to  the  amount  of  400Z.  and  interest,  and  she 
the  said  Bridget  Evans  has  received  rents  and  profits 
from  the  said  settled  estates  to  a  much  larger  amount 
than  the  said  debt  and  interest  so  due  to  her  from  the 
estate  of  the  said  Anne  Evans  ;  and  the  proceeds  of  the 
said  NatUycroy  estate  belonging  to  the  Plaintiff  would 
have  been  increased  by  the  amount  of  the  said  debt  and 
interest  if  the  same  were  not  deducted  therefrom,  and 
such  debt  and  interest  ought  not  to  be  deducted  there- 
from, but  she  ought  to  have  credit  for  the  same  in  taking 
the  accounts  hereinafter  prayed  of  the  rents  and  profits 
of  the  said  settled  estates  now  in  her  hands  or  which 
have  been  received  by  her ;  and  the  Plaintiff  is  entitled 
to  set  off  as  much  of  the  said  rents  and  profits  received 
by  her  as  will  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  said  debt  and 
interest  in  satisfaction  thereof,  and  he  could  not  have  the 
benefit  of  such  equitable  set  off  at  law,  but  only  in  this 
honourable  Court,  where  alone  such  matters  are  properly 
cognizable. 


The  said  term  of  500  years  created  by  the  said  in- 
dentures of  settlement  of  the  18th  and  19th  days  of  April, 
1794,  prior  to  the  limitation  of  the  said  settled  estates  to 
the  second  son  of  the  said  Thomas  Saunders,  is  now 
outstanding,  and  the  said  sum  of  400/.  thereby  secured 
remains  due  and  unpaid,  and  the  Plaintiff  is  willing  to 
pay  the  same  as  this  honourable  Court  may  direct. 
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0. 

Richardson 
and  Others. 


There  has  net  been  any  issue  of  the  said  marriage  of 
the  said  John  Evans  and  Anne  Evans,  and  the  said  John 
Evans  has  not  made  any  appointment  of  the  said  sum  of 
400/.,  and  there  is  not  now  any  executor  or  admiaistrator 
or  legal  personal  representative  of  the  said  John  Evans, 
and  by  reason  thereof  the  Plaintiff  is  unable  to  pay  the 
said  sum  of  400/.  or  to  dieeharge  the  said  settled  estates 
firom  the  same,  or  toget  in  or  procure  a  surrender  of  the 
said  term  of  500  yeurs. 


The  trustees  of  the  said  term  of  500  years  are  both 
dead,  and  the  said  Thomas  Evans  survived  the  said  John 
Tucher  and  died  in  or  about  the  month  of  May,  1806, 
having  first  duly  made  and  published  his  last  will  and 
testament  in  writing,  dated  the  12th  day  of  December, 
1805,  and  thereby  appointed  his  widow  Frances  Lucy 
Einms  the  executrix  thereof,  and  on  the  S6th  January, 
1807,  she  duly  proved  the  same  in  the  Prerogative  Court 
of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury^ 

The  said  Frances  Lucy  Evans  died  in  the  month  of 
May,  I8SS,  having  first  duly  made  and  published  her 
win,  and  thereby  appointed  William  Jones,  another  De- 
fendant hereinafter-  mamed,  sole  executor  thereof,  who 
duly  proved  the  same  in  the  proper  Ecclesiastical  Court; 
and  the  said  term  of  500  years  so  created  as  aforesaid  by 
the  said  indentures  of  the  18th  and  19th  days  of  April, 
1794,  (hereby  became  and  is  now  vested  in  the  said  De- 
fendlHit  William  Jones. 


The  said  Defendant  William  Jones  refuses  to  assign 
or  surrender  the  said  term  of  500  years ;  and  if  the 
Plaintiff  should  bring  an  ejectment  to  recover  the  pos- 
session^ of  the  said  estates,  the  said  outstanding  term  of 
600  years  would  be  set  up  in  bar  to  the  Plaintiff's  action. 
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and  would,  as  the  Plaintiff  is  advised  and  believes,  ef* 
fectoally  defeat  the  Plaintiff  of  his  remedy  at  law. 

The  said  indentures  of  settlement  of  Uie  18th  and  19th 
days  of  April,  1794,  and  the  said  deed  poll  of  the  25th 
day  of  August,  1836,  are  now  in  the  possession  or  power 
of  the  Defendants  hereto,  or  some  of  them;  but  the 
Plaintiff  has  never  had  such  last-mentioned  deeds  or  the 
said  several  indentures  of  Uie  15tb  and  16th  days  of 
March,  1793,  the  5th  day  of  June,  1830»  the  5th  day  of 
July,  1833,  and  the  16th  day  of  July,  1835,  or  any  of 
them,  or  any  other  deeds,  evidences  or  writings  re- 
lating to  the  estates  so  settled  on  the  second  son  of  the 
said  I%oma$  Sawnderg  as  aforesaid,  or  any  of  them ;  and 
the  Plaintiff  does  not  know  where  the  said  laslrmentioned 
indentures,  deeds,  evidences  and  writings,  or  any  of  them, 
now  are,  unless  they  be  in  the  custody  or  power  of  the 
Defendants  hereto  or  some  or  one  of  them. 


1854. 

Saundbrs 

Richardson 
and  Others. 


The  Plaintiff  ha&  already,  by  the  proceedings  herein- 
before stated,  established  his  title  to  the  said  estate  called 
iVantycroy,  except  as  to  such  part  thereof  as  was  devised 
fi>r  payment  and  was  necessary  to  pay  the  debts  of  the 
said  Anne  Evans ;  and  he  has  the  same  title  to  all  other 
the  estates  which  were  so  settled  on  the  second  son  of 
the  said  Thomas  Saunders  by  the  said  indentures  of  set- 
tlement of  the  ISth  and  Idth  days  of  April,  1794,  as 
aforesaid ;  and  the  Defendants  hereto  for  themselves 
respectively  claim  some  estate  of  interest  in  the  said  lastr 
mentioned  settled  estates  under  the  said  alleged  testa- 
mentary appointment  of  the  said  Anne  Evans  deceased, 
and  such  Defendants  are  numerous  and  ought  to  be  con- 
cluded by  one  decision  of  this  honourable  Court,  which 
is  a  Court  of  competent  jurisdiction  in  the  premises ;  and 
the  tide  of  the  Plaintiff  ought  to  be  quieted  and  es- 
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1854. 
Saunders 

0. 
RiCHAHDSON 

and  Others. 


tablished  once  for  all,  and  a  limit  or  bound  put  to  litiga- 
tion and  the  multiplicity  of  suits  or  actions  prevented ; 
and  the  Plaintiff  ought  not  to  be  vexed  and  oppressed 
with  several  processes  of  litigation  against  the  several 
Defendants  hereto,  which  would  be  absolutely  necessary 
if  the  Plaintiff  were  to  seek  relief  in  a  Court  of  law ;  and 
that  a  final  conclusion  to  litigation  between  the  Plaintiff 
and  the  Defendants  hereto  touchmg  the  premises  ought 
to  be  had  and  can  be  had  only  in  this  honourable  Court, 
where  alone  such  matters  are  properly  cognizable. 


The  Defendants,  or  some  of  them,  have  actually  dis- 
trained upon  some  of  the  tenants  of  the  said  estates  so 
settled  on  the  second  son  of  Thomas  Saunders  as  afore- 
said, and  there  is  no  remedy  at  law  against  such  distresses 
by  reason  of  the  tenants  of  the  said  estates  having  pre- 
viously paid  rent  or  attorned  to  the  Defendants  so  dis- 
training as  aforesaid. 

The  Defendants  respectively  ought  to  be  restrained  by 
injunction  from  prosecuting  such  distresses  and  from  dis- 
training upon  the  tenants  of  the  said  estates  so  settled  on 
the  second  son  of  the  said  Thomas  Saunders  as  aforesaid, 
and  from  receiving  or  compelling  payment  of  the  rents, 
issues  and  profits  of  the  said  settled  estates  or  any  part 
thereof,  and  from  commencing  or  prosecuting  any  action, 
^uit,  or  other  proceedings  for  the  recovery  of  the  said 
rents,  issues  and  profits  or  any  part  thereof,  and  from 
otherwise  interfering  or  intermeddling  with  the  tenants  of 
the  said  settled  estates  or  the  occupation  or  management 
thereof. 


A  receiver  ought  to  be  appointed  of  the  rents,  issues 
and  profits  of  the  said  estates  so  settled  on  the  second 
son  of  the  said  Thomas  Saunders  as  aforesaid,  and  all 
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necessary  and  proper  powers  and  directions  given  to  such 
receiver  in  the  premises. 

The  Defendants  have  had  frequent  communications 
with  each  other,  by  parol  or  in  writing,  touching  the 
matters  aforesaid  or  some  of  them,  and  they  ought  to  set 
forth  all  such  communications  and  the  purport  or  effect 
thereof. 


1854. 
Saundk&s 

RiCHARDSOK 

and  Others. 


The  Defendants,  or  some  or  one  of  them,  have  now  or 
had  lately  in  their,  his  or  her  possession  or  power,  or  in 
the  possession  or  power  of  their,  his  or  her  solicitors  or 
agents,  solicitor  or  agent,  divers  deeds,  documents  or 
muniments  of  title,  abstracts  or  copies  thereof  or  ex- 
tracts therefrom,  maps,  plans,  letters,  accounts,  books  of 
account,  diaries,  receipts,  vouchers,  memoranda,  papers 
and  writings  relating  to  or  mentioning  or  showing  the 
truth  of  the  several  matters  aforesaid,  and  which  the 
Defendants  ought  to  produce,  but  which  they  refuse  to 
produce. 

The  bill  prayed  as  follows : — 

That  it  may  be  declared  that  the  appointment  purported 
to  be  made  by  the  will  of  the  said  testatrix  Anne  Evans 
is  not  a  good  and  valid  disposition  of  any  of  the  estates 
and  hereditaments  comprised  in  the  said  settlement  of  the 
I9th  day  of  April,  1794;  and  that  the  Plaintiff,  under 
and  by  virtue  of  the  said  settlement  and  the  said  disen- 
tailing deed  of  the  9th  day  of  December,  1853,  is  now 
entitled  to  such  and  so  many  of  the  said  estates  as  were 
thereby  settled  on  the  second  son  of  the  said  Thomcu 
Saunders  as  aforesaid,  for  an  estate  of  inheritance  in  fee 
simple  in  remainder,  expectant  upon  the  determination  of 
the  said  term  of  500  years  created  by  the  said  settlement, 
and  is  entitled  to  an  assignment  or  surrender  of  the  said 
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1854. 
Saunders 

V, 

Richardson 
and  Others. 


term  upon  payment  of  the  said  sum  of  400/.  thereby 
secured. 

That  the  said  Defendants  may  be  decreed  to  deliver 
up  to  the  Plaintiff  the  possession  of  the  said  settled 
estates  and  hereditaments  remaining  unsold,  and  to  pay 
to  him  the  proceeds  of.  the  sale  of  such  parts  thereof  as 
have  been  sold,  free  from  all  incumbrances  done  by  them 
or  any  of  them ;  and  also  to  deliver  up  to  the  Plaintiff 
the  said  indentures  of  the  18th  and  19th  days  of  April, 
1794,  and  the  25th  day  of  August,  1836,  and  all  other 
title  deeds,  muniments  and  writings  belonging  or  relating 
to  the  sanle  settled  estates  and  hereditaments,  proceeds 
and  premises,  or  any  of  them  or  any  part  thereof,  in  the 
custody  or  power  of  the  said  Defendants  or  any  of  them 
respectively ;  and  that  a  proper  assignment  of  the  said 
term  of  500  years  may  be  made  and  executed  to  the 
Plaintiff  or  as  he  shall  direct,  by  all  proper  parties,  he,* 
the  Plaintiff,  being  willing  and  hereby  offering  to  pay  to 
the  credit  of  this  cause  thcf  said  sum  of  400/.,  as  this 
honourable  Court  may  think  fit  to  direct. 

That  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  all  proper  directions 
may  be  given,  inquiries  made,  and  accounts  taken. 

That  the  said  Defendants  may  also  be  decreed  to  come 
to  a  just  and  fair  account  with  the  Plaintiff,  for  and  to 
pay  to  him  all  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  settled 
estates  and  hereditaments  which  have  been  received  by 
them,  or  any  of  them,  or  by  any  other  person  or  persons, 
by  their  or  any  of  their  order,  or  for  their  or  any  of  their 
use  ;  and  that  what  shall  have  been  received  by  the  said 
Defendant  Bridget  Evans,  or  a  sufficient  part  thereof, 
may  be  set  off  in  full  discharge  of  her  debt  and  interest 
found  due  to  her  from  the  estate  of  the  said  Anne  JSvans 
in  the  said  suit  of  Evans  v.  Evans, 

That  the  Plaintiff's  title,  as  declared  by  the  said  last- 
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mentioned  decretal  order  in  the  said  suit  of  Evans  v. 
Evans  and  on  the  said  special  case,  may  be  quieted  and 
established,  not  only  as  respects  the  said  estate  called 
Nantycroy,  but  also  as  respects  all  other  the  estates  and 
hereditaments  so  settled  on  the  second  son  of  the  said 
Thomas  Saunders  by  the  said  indentures  of  settlement  of 
the  18th  and  19th  days  of  April,  1794,  as  aforesaid ;  and 
that  the  Plaintiff  may  have  the  benefit  of  the  said  decretal 
order  as  against  the  Defendants  hereto. 

That  the  Defendants  respectively  may  be  restrained  by 
injunction  from  prosecuting  such  distresses  as  they  have 
already  made  on  any  of  the  tenants  of  the  said  settled 
estates,  and  from  distraining  upon  any  of  the  tenants  of 
the  said  settled  estates,  and  from  receiving  or  compelling 
payment  of  the  rents,  issues  and  profits  of  the  said  settled 
estates,  or  any  part  thereof,  and  from  commencing  or 
prosecuting  an  action,  suit  or  other  proceeding  for  the 
recovery  of  the  said  rents,  issues  and  profits,  or  any  part 
thereof,  and  from  enforcing  or  prosecuting  any  proceed- 
ings by  way  of  replevin,  and  from  otherwise  interfering 
or  intermeddling  with  the  tenants  of  the  said  settled  es- 
tates or  any  of  them,  or  the  occupation  or  management 
thereof  or  of  any  part  thereof. 

That  a  receiver  may  be  appointed  of  the  rents,  issues 
and  profits  of  the  said  estates  so  settled  on  the  second 
son  of  the  said  Thomas  Saunders  as  aforesaid,  and  all 
necessary  and  proper  powers  and  directions  given  to  such 
receiver  in  the  premises. 

That  the  Plaintiff  may  have  such  further  or  other  relief 
as  the  nature  of  the  case  may  require. 


1854. 
Saunders 

V. 

Richardson 
and  Others. 


This  case  came  on  upon  demurrer,  and  the  point  prin- 
cipally argued  was  the  general  question  of  the  Plaintiff's 
equity,  viz.,  whether,  supposing  him  to  have  the  title 
which  be  alleged,  he  had  shown  a  right  to  any  of  the 
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relief  prayed ;  or  whether  he  had  not  mistaken  his  remedy 
in  coming  into  equity.  There  were  several  other  grounds 
of  demurrer  suggested:  1st.  As  to  the  suflSciency  of 
allegation  of  title ;  Sndly.  As  to  multifariousness ;  Srdly. 
As  to  parties ;  but  as  the  Court  thought  these  points  all 
clear  for  the  Plaintiff,  and  decided  them  without  requiring 
any  argument  from  counsel  for  the  bill,  they  are  not  here 
reported. 


Mr.  Tripp,  for  the  demurrer. 

The  Plaintiff  has  no  equity  to  have  the  term  assigned 
to  him.  If  he  is,  as  he  alleges,  entitled,  his  proper  re- 
medy is  at  law.  He  cannot  come  here  to  have  in  effect 
an  ejectment.  If  it  is  said  that  the  500  years  term  stands 
in  his  way,  his  remedy  would  have  been  to  have  that 
removed  by  injunction ;  but  for  that  the  bill  did  not  pray, 
and  it  could  not  therefore  be  decreed  if  this  were  the 
hearing  of  the  cause. 

Mr.  Daniel  and  Mr.  Greene,  for  the  bill. 

The  Plaintiff  cannot  proceed  at  law  by  reason  of  the 
existence  of  the  500  years  term ;  nor  could  he  have  asked 
for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  Defendants  from  setting 
that  up.  He  has  neither  the  legal  title  nor  the  control 
over  it ;  and  in  the  state  of  circumstances  shown  by  this 
bill  as  to  existing  interests  in  that  term,  the  Court  would 
never  restrain  its  being  set  up.  It  is  an  unsatisfied  term ; 
there  are  duties  to  be  performed  under  it ;  and  the  Court 
would  never  interfere  with  the  right  of  possession  of  per- 
sons for  whom  the  term  is  still  a  subsisting  active  term. 
If  we  cannot  have  the  relief  we  ask  in  this  Court,  we  are 
without  relief. 


Mr.  Tripp,  in  reply. 

There  is  ho  such  distinction  as  that  the  Court  will 
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restrain  the  setting  up  of  a  satisfied  term,  and  will  not 
do  so  with  reference  to  an  unsatisfied  term.  The  true 
principle  is,  that  the  Court  will  not  allow  a  term  to  be 
set  up  in  ejectment  wherever  it  would  be  inequitable  that 
it  should  be  so  used ;  and  if  the  Plaintiff  had  so  shaped 
his  bill,  the  Court  might,  if  it  thought  the  setting  up  of 
the  term  inequitable,  restrain  it  [He  referred  to  Red, 
on  Plead,  (a).]  But  no  such  relief  is  asked,  and  the 
relief  that  is  asked  is  an  equitable  ejectment,  and  cannot 
be  granted. 


1854. 
Saunders 

V, 

Richardson 
and  Others. 


The  Vice-chancellor,  after  referring  to  the  other 
grounds  of  demurrer,  proceeded  as  follows  : 

The  material  question  in  this  case,  and  that  most  dis- 
cussed, is  whether  the  Plaintiff  is  entitled  to  the  relief  or 
to  any  part  of  the  relief  that  he  asks ;  for,  in  order  to 
allow  a  general  demurrer  for  want  of  equity,  it  must  be 
shown  that  in  the  state  of  things  alleged  by  the  bill  the 
Plaintiff  would  not,  if  the  cause  was  at  the  hearing,  be 
entitled  to  any  portion  of  the  relief  asked,  or  to  any  relief, 
consistent  with  the  facts  alleged.  Now,  in  considering 
this  case,  I  must  assume  that  I  have  determined  that 
Mrs.  JEvaru  had  no  power  to  appoint  by  will,  and  that  the 
Plaintiff  is  the  person  entitled  in  remainder  in  default  of 
such  appointment :  that  I  say  must  be  assumed  to  have 
been  decided. 


The  Plaintiff  then  comes  here,  making  this  case.  He 
says,  "  This  is  my  estate,  and  if  there  were  nothing  more, 
I  might  bring  ejectment ;  but  prior  to  my  estate,  is  a  term 
of  500  years,  by  means  of  which  is  to  be  raised  a  sum  of 
400/.  for  the  benefit  of  the  executors  or  administrators  of 
J.  Evans :  I  cannot  therefore  bring  an  ejectment." 
(a)  5th  edit.,  page  156. 
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V, 

Richardson 
and  Others. 


The  Plaintiflf  is  willing  and  oflFers  to  pay  the  400/. ;  but 
the  trustees  of  the  term  are  dead  ;  the  representative  of  the 
survivor  is  before  the  Court.  The  Plaintiff  says  he  would 
bring  also  before  the  Court  the  executors  of  J.  Evans^ 
but  there  are  none.  He  says  he  is  willing  to  pay  the 
money  to  the  representative  of  the  surviving  trustee,  but 
he  refuses  to  accept  it  and  to  assign  the  term  (and,  I 
think,  he  very  properly  refuses  to  do  so,  otherwise  than 
under  the  direction  of  this  Court).  The  Plaintiff  says 
that  under  these  circumstances  his  right  is  this : — He  has 
a  right  to  come  here  to  be  relieved  from  that  impediment 
to  his  obtaining  possession  of  his  estate ;  to  be  allowed  to 
pay  the  400/.,  and  to  get  an  assignment  of  the  term  from 
the  person  entitled,  whoever  he  may  be.  As  against  Jones^ 
the  representative  of  the  trustee  of  the  term-,  and  if  there 
were  any,  the  executors  of  J.  EvanSy  the  Plaintiff  would 
be  clearly  entitled  to  come  here ;  but  if  he  came  against 
them  alone,  and  then  the  question  arose  whether,  on 
the  construction  and  effect  of  these  different  instruments, 
he  had  any  right,  I  should  be  obliged  to  yield  to  the 
objection  that  there  would  be  a  want  of  parties,  unless 
those  who  claim  under  the  will  of  Mrs.  Evans  were  made 
parties.  However,  the  Plaintiff  has  brought  Jbnes  before 
the  Court,  and  he  assigns,  I  think,  sufficient  reason  why 
he  has  not  brought  the  legal  personal  representative  of 
J.  Evans;  and  he  has  also  brought  the  persons  who 
maintain  that  they  are  entitled  under  Mrs.  Evans^  will. 
Having  brought  all  those  parties  here,  he  prays  [the  Vice- 
Chancellor  referred  to  the  first  paragraph  of  the  prayer]. 


Now,  can  I  say  that,  if  this  were  the  hearing,  the 
Court  would  not  give  at  any  rate  that  relief;  it  appears 
to  me  clear  that  it  would.  The  Plaintiff  would  have  a 
right  to  have  that  question  decided ;  and  if  decided  in  his 
favour,  what  I  should  have  to  direct  would  be,  that  he 
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should  psy  the  400/.  into  Court,  and  then  that  Jmm  1S34. 

should  assign  or  surrender  the  term  to  a  trustee  for  him ;       SACNDsas 
and  if  I  refused  all  other  relief,  the  Plaintiff  would  be  r. 

entided  to  that,  and  vould  then  be  in  a  position  to  bring     ^"q*^'' 
ejectment  bj  using  the  term. 

1854: 
11th  and  13di 
February. 

Partners. 

BISHOP  V.  COUNTESS  OF  JERSEY  and  others.        each  other. 

1  HE  bill  in  this  case  was  filed  by  Mrs.  Bishop,  a  ^.,  a  partner  in 
widow,  against  the  present  members  of  the  banking  firm  *j^"^"S  ^'""* 
known  as  Child  &  Co.,  and  it  sought  to  render  those  female  cus- 
members  liable  to  repay  to  the  Plaintiff  a  sum  of  5000^  Corner  of  the 
of  which  it  alleged  she  had  been  defrauded  by  a  former  ^^^  ^^^^ 
member  of  the  firm,  who  had  since  been  expelled  and  had  Dutch  stock, 

absconded.  Jf"'»«  *>f F  ^^« 

firm  could  pro- 
cure for  her 
The  facts  of  the  case,  so  far  as  they  appeared  by  the  better  security, 
^,,  r«.      w.,  .    f^  ,     .        «,     .     and  that  he  had 

evidence,  were  as  follows.     The  Plaintiff,  by  her  affidavit,  one  in  view ;  he 

made  the  following  statement : —  said  the  money 

was  in  fact 
wanted  by  his 

1.  The  Defendants,  the  Honourable  Lady  Sarah  So-  own  son,  who 

was  in  trade. 
phia  Countess  of  Jersey,   William  Henry  Smith,  John  ^,  ^\^  out  the 

Wormald  and  John  Copp,  before,  and  at  the  several  times  stock  and  paid 

hereinafter  mentioned,  carried  on  the  trade  or  business  ^^^^  bank  •  she 

of  bankers  at  Temple  Bar,  in  the  city  of  London,  in  then  gave  /4.  a 

cheque  to  draw 
it  out  and  invest  it.  He  drew  it  out  and  misapplied  it  and  ab- 
sconded, the  interest  having  been  regularly  carried  to  her  account 
in  the  meantime  in  the  books  of  the  bank,  but  by  whom  did  not 
clearly  appear.  All  these  transactions  took  place  at  the  banking- 
house,  and  B,  had  no  acquaintance  or  dealings  with  A.  except  as 
banker  and  a  member  of  the  firm.  The  other  partners  did  not  appear 
to  have  known  of  them  at  the  time  they  took  nlace,  but  they  did 
before  A,  absconded.    Held,  that  they  were  not  liable. 
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copartnership  with  one  Wiltiam  Wood,  under  the  style 
or  firm  of  Child  &  Co. 

2.  In  the  year  ISiS,  by  the  death  of  my  husband 
Captain  Archibald  Wyndham  Bishop,  I  was  left  a  widow 
with  a  property  of  a  moderate  amount,  a  great  part  of 
which  was  invested  in  81|000  guilders  of  two  pounds  ten 
shillings  per  centum  Dutch  bonds^  and  60,000  guilders 
four  pounds  per  centum  Dutch  bonds;  that  is  to  say, 
bonds  issued  by  the  Dutch  government  and  payable  to 
bearer. 


3.  My,  late  husband  and  his  father,  and  various  mem- 
bers of  his  family,  had,  during  a  great  part  of  the  last  and 
during  the  present  century,  banked  with  the  firm  of 
Child  &  Co.,  and  had,  as  I  well  knew,  entertained  great 
respect  for  the  said  firm,  and  placed  unlimited  confidence 
in  the  said  firm  and  in  the  suggestions  or  advice  made  or 
given  by  the  said  firm,  or  any  member  thereof,  in  the 
course  of  their  said  business  of  bankers. 

4.  For  the  reasons  aforesaid,  I,  on  the  death  of  my 
husband  in  the  year  1842,  continued  to  employ  the  said 
firm  of  Child  &  Co.  as  my  bankers,  and  allowed  them  to 
retain  in  their  custody  the  said  Dutch  bonds ;  and  the 
said  firm  of  Child  &  Co.  thenceforward,  fi*om  time  to  time, 
received  the  interest  or  income  arising  on  the  said  Dutch 
bonds  and  upon  any  other  funds  or  securities  belonging 
to  me. 


5.  I  myself  was  and  am  so  little  acquainted  with 
matters  of  business,  and  I  had  such  implicit  confidence 
in  the  firm  of  Child  &  Co.,  that  I  left  to  the  said  firm  of 
Child  &  Co.  the  receipt  and  management  of  my  income, 
and  I  was  guided  by  the  suggestions  and  advice  fi'om 
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time  to  time  made  and  given  to  me  by  the  said  firm  re- 
lative to  the  investment  or  any  alteration  in  the  invest- 
ment of  my  property. 

6.  Sometime  in  the  end  of  the  year  1847  I  attended  at 
the  banking  house  of  the  said  firm  of  Child  &  Co.,  in  the 
usual  way  as  a  customer  of  the  said  firm,  on  the  subject 
of  my  account,  and  I  had  an  interview  with  the  said 
William  Wood,  as  one  of  the  partners  and  on  behalf  of 
the  said  firm,  relative  to  the  state  of  my  account  with 
them;  and  the  said  William  Wood,  as  such  partner  in 
and  on  behalf  of  his  said  firm,  then  stated  to  me  that  he 
thought  the  said  Dutch  bonds  were  an  objectionable 
form  of  security  from  which  to  derive  my  income,  and 
that  it  would  be  much  more  prudent  to  take  my  money 
out  of  those  foreign  securities ;  that  they  were  not  thought 
so  safe  as  heretofore.  He  added,  that  an  opportunity 
just  then  ofiered  of  placing  out  5,000/.  for  me  at  5/.  per 
cent,  on  a  good  and  safe  investment,  and  he  advised  me 
to  allow  the  sale  of  my  said  Dutch  bonds,  and  out  of  the 
proceeds  to  lend  5,000  on  the  said  investment 

7.  I  was  much  gratified  by  the  attention  of  the  said 
William  Wood  on  behalf  of  the  said  firm  to  my  affairs ; 
and  I  say  that  I  never  saw  the  said  William  Wood  ex- 
cept in  the  banking  house  of  the  said  Messrs.  Child  & 
Co.,  and  never  had  any  acquaintance  with  the  said  WiU 
Uam  Woody  except  in  his  character  of  a  partner  in  the 
sud  firm  and  derived  from  my  interviews  with  him  as 
such  partner  at  the  said  banking  house ;  and  I  was  willing 
to  take  the  advice  so  given  to  me  relative  to  the  said 
investment;  but  as  the  sum  proposed  to  be  invested  was 
large,  and  as  I  myself  knew  nothing  of  securities,  I  said, 
as  the  fact  was,  that  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  communi- 
cate with  some  of  my  relations,  and  particularly  with  my 
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brothers-in-law,  as  to  the  propriety  of  disposing  of  the 
said  Dutch  bonds,  before  I  would  consent  to  do  so. 

8.  The  said  William  Wood  thereupon  told  me  that 
the  offer  of  the  said  investment  must  be  accepted  or  de- 
clined at  once,  and  that  he,  meaning  himself,  as  managing 
partner  of  the  said  firm  of  Child  &  Co.,  bad  daily  large 
sums  of  money  passing  through  his  hands  belonging  to 
customers,  who  would  eagerly  avail  themselves  of  an 
investment  so  desirable  as  that  offered  to  me,  and  that  it 
was  consideration  for  me  only  which  had  induced  the 
proposal  of  the  investment  to  me,  and  that  if  it  was  ac- 
cepted by  me  it  must  be  accepted  without  consultation 
with  any  other  person ;  that  I  was  advised  for  my  ad- 
vantage. 

9.  Having  entire  confidence  in  the  said  firm  of  Child 
&  Co.,  and  believing  in  the  truth  of  the  statements  so 
made  by  the  said  William  Wood  as  their  partner,  I  au- 
thorized the  said  firm  of  Child  &  Co.  to  sell  the  said 
Dutch  bonds  which  were  so  in  their  custody  as  afore- 
said ;  and  in  the  banking  house  of  Child  &  Co.,  at  Temple 
Bar^  I  signed  a  document  placed  before  me  by  the  said 
William  Wood  for  5,000/.  of  the  proceeds  to  be  advanced 
on  such  security  or  investment  as  had  been  so  proposed 
to  me,  and  I  agreed  at  the  same  time,  at  the  suggestion 
of  the  said  William  Wood  on  behalf  of  the  said  firm, 
that  the  residue  of  the  proceeds  of  the  said  Dutch  bonds 
should  be  applied  by  the  said  firm  in  purchasing  bank 
stock  in  my  name  and  on  my  account. 

10.  In  order  to  authorize  the  said  firm  of  Child  &  Co. 
to  do  what,  through  the  said  William  Wood,  they  had 
undertaken  to  do  as  aforesaid,  I  signed  whatever  docu- 
ments were  put  before  me  by  the  said  William  Wood, 
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which  documents  were  prepared  by  the  said  William 
Wood,  or  by  his  order,  in  the  bank,  trusting  everything 
to  the  said  William  Wood  as  one  of  the  partners  in  the 
said  firm,  and  I  believe  one  of  the  said  documents  was 
an  authority  to  the  said  Messrs.  Child  &  Co.  to  sell  the 
whole  of  my  Dutch  stock,  and  to  invest  the  balance, 
after  reserving  5,500/.,  in  bank  stock,  which  authority  is 
dated  the  18th  day  of  January,  1847,  by  mistake,  I 
believe,  for  1848;  and  that  the  other  of  such  documents 
is  a  cheque  on  Messrs.  Child  &  Co.  directing  them  to  pay 
to  Mr.  Jackson  or  bearer  5,000/.,  which  is  dated  the  27th 
day  of  January,  1847,  by  mistake,  I  believe,  for  1848; 
and  I  say  that  I  had  not  and  have  not  any  knowledge 
whatever  of  the  name  of  Jackson  mentioned  in  tlie  said 
cheque,  but  I  believe  the  same  had  some  connection  with 
the  security  the  said  William  Wood,  as  the  managing 
partner  of  the  said  firm,  was  providing  for  me. 
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11.  The  said  firm  of  Child  &  Co.,  in  the  month  of 
January,  1848,  sold,  through  the  broker  of  the  said  firm, 
my  said  Dutch  bonds  for  a  sum  of  8,173/.  2s  6d.,  and 
they  received  the  purchase  money  for  the  same,  and  out 
of  the  said  purchase-money  the  said  firm  of  Child  &  Co., 
through  their  broker,  expended  the  sum  of  2,653/.  4f.  in 
the  purchase  of  a  sum  of  1,340/.  bank  stock,  in  my  name 
and  for  my  account. 


12.  The  said  sum  of  5,000/-,  nor  any  part  thereof,  was 
not  invested ;  but,  in  breach  of  their  duty  to  me,  the  said 
Messrs.  Child  &  Co.  permitted  the  said  William  Wood 
to  take  the  said  sum  of  5,000/.  out  of  the  said  purchase- 
money,  and  the  said  William  Wood  did  take  the  said 
sum  of  5,000/.  out  of  the  said  purchase-money,  and  did 
apply  the  said  sum  of  5,000/.  to  his  own  use. 
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13.  The  said  firm  of  Child  &  Co.,  acting  through  and 
by  the  said  William  Wood,  in  order  to  conceal  the  said 
transaction  from  me  and  from  my  friends,  represented  to 
me  or  led  me  to  believe,  in  and  for  a  long  time  after  the 
month  of  January,  1848,  that  the  said  sum  of  5,000/.  had 
been  duly  and  safely  invested  according  to  the  said  un- 
dertaking of  the  said  William  Wood;  and  in  particular  the 
said  firm,  in  the  account  between  them  and  me,  debited 
me,  as  on  the  28th  January,  1848,  with  the  sum  of  5,000/. 
as  paid  to  a  Mr.  Jackson,  and  on  each  of  the  days  follow- 
ing, namely,  the  28th  July,  1848,  and  the  28th  January, 
1849,  credited  me  with  the  sum  of  120/.  Is.  Ic/.,  being 
one-half  of  a  year's  interest  on  5,000/.  at  5/.  per  cent., 
less  income  tax,  and  the  said  firm  thereby  induced  me  to 
believe,  and  I  did  believe,  that  the  sum  of  5,000/.  had 
been  lent  out  upon  a  safe  and  proper  security. 


14.  In  the  month  of  July,  184d,  I  was  informed  by 
a  message  sent  to  me  from  the  firm  of  Child  &  Co., 
through  a  relative  of  mine  who  had  called  at  the  said 
banking  house,  and  the  fact  was  and  is,  that  the  said 
William  Wood  had  become  insolvent,  and  had  decamped 
to  America,  and  had  ceased  to  be  a  partner  in  the  said 
firm. 


15.  The  Defendants  hereinbefore  mentioned,  after  the 
absconding  of  the  said  William  Wood,  continued  to  carry 
on  and  now  carry  on  the  said  business  under  the  name 
and  firm  of  Child  &  Co.,  and  in  the  month  of  July,  1849, 
I  having  called  at  the  banking  house  of  the  said  firm,  and 
having  mentioned  the  circumstances  hereinbefore  stated, 
one  of  the  partners  .in  the  said  firm  told  me  that  some  of 
their  people,  meaning,  as  I  believe,  some  of  the  persons 
belonging  to  or  employed  by  the  said  firm,  were,  before 
the  absconding  of  the  said  William  Wood,  aware  of  the 
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appropriation  by  the  said  William  Wood  of  the  said  sum 
of  5^000/.^  and  that  they  regretted  the  same,  but  that  they 
did  not  consider  themselves  liable  to  make  good  the  same 
to  me. 

16.  The  banking  book  now  produced  and  shown  to 
me^  marked  A^  is  my  banking  book  with  the  said  firm 
during  the  occurrence  of  the  measmres  before  stated. 

17.  It  is  now  alleged  by  the  Defendants  that  the  said 
William  Wood  was  a  personal  friend  of  mine,  and  that  I 
had  applied  to  him  and  acted  under  his  advice  with  re- 
ference to  the  investment  of  money  as  a  personal  friend 
of  mine,  and  not  in  the  character  of  a  partner  in  the  said 
firm;  but  I  positively  state  that  I  had  no  acquaintance  with 
the  said  William  Wood  except  that  derived  by  my  being 
a  customer  of  the  said  firm,  and  from  seeing  and  being 
attended  to  by  the  said  William  Wood  upon  the  occasions 
upon  which  I  went  to  the  said  banking  house  upon  busi- 
nessy  and  that  I  never  should  have  thought  of  consulting 
or  advising  with  the  said  William  Wood  on  measures  of 
business,  except  or  otherwise  than  as  a  partner  in  the 
said  firm. 
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In  oral  cross-examination  the  witness  deposed  as  fol- 
lows : — 

I  made  an  affidavit  on  12th  July,  1853.  Captain 
Bishop  died  in  184@,  26th  May,  at  that  time  he  was 
possessed  of  the  Dutch  bonds  mentioned  in  the  affidavit, 
one  in  the  five  pounds  per  centum,  the  other  two  pounds 
ten  shillings;  I  claim  the  whole  under  the  will.  At  his 
death  they  were  at  Child  &  Co.'s;  I  allowed  them  to 
remain  there.  I  think  I  was  the  executrix  named  in  my 
husband's  vrill,  but  I  did  not  act.    To  efiect  the  object 
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of  the  will  some  Dutch  bonds  were  sold  out  by  Child 
&  Co.  in  July,  1842.  I  had  some  stock  in  the  new  Three 
pounds  ten  shillings  per  centum^  to  which  I  was  en- 
titled under  my  husband's  will ;  the  dividends  of  which 
Child  &  Co.  received  for  me  up  to  the  departure  of 
Mr.  Wood.  There  was  2,000/.  owing  from  Capt.  Cun- 
ningham to  my  husband  upon  the  sale  of  his  commission. 
I  believe  that  Child  &  Co.  had  the  security  for  this; 
they  said  they  could  not  find  it;  they  doubted  if  they 
had  it  Child  &  Co.  received  the  interest  upon  this  sum 
up  to  and  after  my  husband's  death.  Those  were  all  the 
monies  upon  which  Child  &  Co.  received  the  interest  for 
me  up  to  October,  1842. 


As  to  paragraph  6 :  Child  &  Co.  continued  to  receive 
the  interest  on  the  above  sums  on  my  account  up  to  the 
end  of  1847.  I  had  not  parted  with  any  of  these.  I 
bad  a  mortgage  of  2,000/.  left  to  me  by  my  aunt  in  Octo- 
ber, 1842:  the  interest  of  this  was  paid  into  Child^s  by 
Mr.  Slaney  or  other  parties.  The  mortgage  was  paid 
off  in  1849;  the  principal  was  not  paid  into  ChikTs,  I 
had  ceased  to  bank  there  in  July,  1849,  and  the  2,000/. 
was  paid  off  a  short  time  afterwards.  Between  1842 
and  1847  I  bought  some  Crown  Life  Insurance  shares, 
and  Child  &  Co.  received  the  interest  upon  them.  Some 
of  them  were  bought  on  the  24th  June,  1845,  and 
some  in  March,  1848,  and  some  in  June,  1848.  I  think 
there  was  nothing  else.  Child  &  Co.  had  the  Dutch 
bonds,  and  I  supposed  they  had  Captain  Cunning-- 
ham's  security.  I  saw  Mr.  Wood  in  the  latter  end  of 
1847.  I  may  have  seen  Mr.  Wood  during  my  husband's 
lifetime,  when  I  went  to  the  shop  with  my  husband. 
I  do  not  know  who  I  saw.  Mr.  Wood  was  very  atten- 
tive to  all  my  affairs — always  exceedingly  civil.  Between 
May,  1842,  and  1847,  I  was  frequently  in  the  habit  of 
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going  to  the  shop,  because  the  money  was  not  regularly 
paid  in  by  Mr.*  Cunningham  and  Mr.  Slaney,  I  should 
say  I  did  not  go  half-a-dozen  times  per  annum  to  the 
shop  in  that  time.  On  these  occasions  I  always  asked 
for  Mr.  Wood:  he  was  die  person  appointed  by  the  firm 
to  see  me,  and  therefore  I  asked  for  him.  I  supposed  he 
had  the  supervision  of  my  affairs.  I  was  not  present 
when  he  was  appointed^  but  I  suppose  that  when  a  par- 
ticular person  comes  forward  to  attend  to  my  business,  he 
is  appointed  by  the  partners.  Mr.  Wood  told  me>  that 
he  was  well  acquainted  with  one  of  my  friends :  he  told 
me  that  he  was  acquainted  with  my  eldest  brother-in- 
law.  He  was  acquainted  with  others  of  my  friends,  as 
being  a  member  of  Child  &  Co.,  in  the  same  way  that  I 
was  acquainted  with  him.  In  March,  1849,  I  had  bor- 
rowed 400/.  of  Child  &  Co.  On  the  occasions  when  I 
have  called  at  the  shop  I  was  shown  into  a  private  room, 
and  there  Mr.  Wood  came  to  me,  and  then  he  and  I, 
without  the  interference  of  the  other  partners,  talked  over 
the  business  I  had  come  about.  I  never  remember  any 
of  the  other  partners  coming  into  the  room  and  taking 
part  in  our  conversation ;  but  when  I  went  to  the  shop 
and  Mr.  Wood  was  not  there,  I  asked  for  my  book,  and 
some  one  else  gave  it  me. 
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As  to  paragraph  6 :  I  think  no  one  else  was  present  at 
my  interview  with  Mr.  Wood;  that  took  place  in  the 
private  room.  I  made  no  inquiry  as  to  whether  the  in- 
vestment was  good  and  safe,  I  had  such  confidence  in 
Child  &  Co.  I  should  not  have  taken  the  advice  from 
any  where  else.  He  told  me  it  was  his  son,  who  was  in 
a  very  good  way  of  business,  who  required  5000/.  He 
told  me  the  son  was  carrying  on  business  somewhere  in 
London.  I  think  he  told  me  what  business  and  where, 
but  I  did  not  particularly  observe  ,*  I  felt  so  confident  that 
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the  advice  I  got  in  that  house  could  not  be  objectionable, 
that  I  agreed  to  lend  the  money,  and  assented  to  the  sale 
of  the  Dutch  stock.  This  is  my  order  for  the  sale :  it  is 
put  in  marked  A  a.  It  is  dated  18th  January,  1847; 
that  is  a  mistake  for  1848.  This  order  was  placed  before 
me  by  Mr.  Wood,  and  I  signed  it.  In  January,  1848, 
there  is  an  entry  of  the  produce  of  the  Dutch  bonds. 
The  pass  book  is  put  in  marked  B.  On  the  27th  Janu- 
ary, 1848,  a  cheque  was  laid  before  me  by  Mr.  Wood, 
dated  27th  January,  1847,  by  misUke  for  1848,  for 
5,000/.,  which  I  signed :  probably  I  read  it,  but  my  im- 
pression was  that  it  was  all  right.  I  did  not  ask  who 
Mr.  Jackson  was :  I  do  not  know  now.  I  only  know 
that  it  was  the  investment  that  was  recommended  to  me  by 
Messrs.  Chikts  partners.  I  left  this  cheque  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Wood.  On  the  following  day  I  am  debited  in 
the  pass  book  with  5,000/.  At  that  time  Mr.  Wood 
handed  to  me  a  promissory  note.  Mr.  Wood  also 
handed  to  me  a  policy  of  insurance  on  the  life  of  his  son. 
I  took  the  policy  and  the  promissory  note  away  with  me : 
from  that  time,  they  remaining  in  my  possession  until  the 
departure  of  Mr.  Wood.  I  had  them  on  the  discovery  of 
Mr.  Wood's  departure.  I  had  never  been  told  that  it 
was  necessary  to  produce  the  note  and  the  policy.  My 
solicitors  have  not  asked  me,  within  the  last  ten  days  or  a 
fortnight,  to  look  for  that  note  or  policy  of  insurance. 


As  to  paragraph  9 :  At  the  time  of  making  this  affi- 
davit, I  had  not  forgotten  that  I  had  received  from  Mr. 
Wood  a  promissory  note  and  a  policy  of  insurance :  I  do 
not  remember  that  I  thought  of  it  in  connection  with 
my  affidavit.  I  knew  that  I  had  got  it.  I  saw  the  pro- 
missory note  about  July,  1848,  when  I  heard  from  Child 
&  Co.  that  Mr.  Wood  had  gone  to  America.  The  policy 
was  with  the  promissory  note.    I  think  my  impression 


CASES    IN    CHANCERY. 


153 


is  thai  I  took  them  to  show  to  Mr.  LaaAe^  my  solicitor, 
I  have  not  seen  them  since,  I  think. 

As  to  paragraph  15:    My  brother-in-law,  the  Rev. 
Freeman  Bishop^  called  with  me  at  Child's  in  July,  1849. 
We  asked  for  one  of  the  partners.    A  gentleman  came 
in:  I  think  it  was  Mr.  Shepherd^  but  am  not  sure.     I 
think  I  stated  that  I  had  come  in  consequence  of  the 
message  I  had  received  from  Miss  XoKua  Bishop  on  the 
previona  day.     Mr.  Shepherd  came  in,  looking  very  ner- 
vous and  very  uncomfortable:   he   said  very  little   in 
answer  to  my  remark.     Towards  the  end  of  the  conver- 
sation he  said,  '*  Well,  I  may  as  well  say  that  we  were 
aware  of  the  transaction :"  and  then  I  said, ''  but  not  be- 
fore Mr.  Wood  went  off  r    He  hesitated  a  little,  and  then 
^d,  <'  I  believe  some  of  our  people  knew  of  it,"  or 
vords  to  that  effect.     That  is  all  I  recollect  of  the  con- 
versation.    I  do  not  trust  myself  to  words ;  I  am  giving 
tbe  substance.     I  still  think  it  was  Mr.  Shepherd.    I  do 
oot  know  the  persons  of  the  partners;  I  know  their 
'^smes ;  but  only  since  the  litigation.     I  received  interest 
^  the  5,000/.    I  suppose  that  is  the  5,000/.  secured  by 
the  no\£.    At  all  events,  it  was  the  investment  recom- 
'"^'Jded  to  me  by  Messrs.  CkikTs  partner.     I  received 
Ae  laterest  half  yearly:  it  is  entered  in  my  pass  book. 
There  are  two  entries:  July,  80,  1848,  Mr.  JachsoH, 
}^^i'  ts.  Id.     This  is  one  half-year's  interest,  deducting 
JBCoKioe  tax.     Next  entry:  January  28,  1848,  Mr.  Jaehr 
**>    121/.  Is.  Id.      I  do  not  know  of  any  application 
'^^ing  been  made  to  Mr.  Wood,  junior,  after  the  de- 
P^^ture  of  his  father.     No  one  has  been  communicated 
^^th  but  Messrs*  ChUd,  I  believe.     If  any  application 
W  been  made  to  Mr.  Wood,  junior,  it  has  been  without 
®y  authority.     I  never  was  applied  to  to  pay  the  pre- 
lum on  the  policy  of  insurance,  which  appears  to  be- 
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come  due  on  the  31st  December,  1848.  I  now  look  at 
a  letter  which  is  produced :  it  is  in  my  writing,  and  ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  Wood.     It  is  put  in  marked  D. 

Re-examined  on  behalf  of  the  Plaintiff. 

I  wrote  this  letter  to  Mr.  Wood  when  I  wrote  about 
my  banking  business,  and  any  allusion  I  may  have  made 
to  private  affairs  was  consequent  upon  any  little  conver- 
sation we  might  have  had  after  we  had  talked  over  my 
banking  business.  Several  members  of  my  family  have 
banked  with  Messrs.  Child  &  Co.,  the  present  genera* 
tion  and  the  one  before  it.  Lady  Hunter  and  Mrs. 
Haslewood  had  both  banked  with  Child's  before  their 
marriage,  and  one  after.  I  understood  Mr.  Woodwta 
acquainted  with  them  as  their  banker.  I  never  met 
him  except  in  the  bank.  The  partner  whom  I  saw,  and 
who  I  think  was  Mr.  Shepherd,  did  not  deny  that  a  mes- 
sage had  been  sent  to  me  from  their  house.  I  do  not 
know  why  the  entries  of  interest  on  the  5,000/.  are  made 
in  the  pass  book  in  the  name  of  Jackson.  I  suppose  it 
was  something  connected  with  the  investment  I  do  not 
remember  that  Mr.  TFboe/ ever  mentioned  the  name  of 
Jackson  to  me.  I  took  from  Mr.  Wood  the  documents 
he  gave  me.  I  knew  that  the  promissory  note  and  policy 
were  the  securities  for  the  investment.  I  was  satisfied, 
from  its  being  done  by  a  member  of  the  banking  firm, 
that  it  was  an  investment  I  might  rely  upon.  I  think  I 
knew  at  the  time  that  the  money  was  lent  for  five  years  '• 
it  was  written  upon  the  paper.  I  did  not  inquire  from 
any  one  whether  the  premium  on  the  policy  was  paid  in 
December,  1848.  I  did  understand  that  for  the  validity 
of  this  security  that  it  was  necessary  that  the  premium 
on  the  policy  should  be  paid.  I  did  not  show  either  the 
promissory  note  or  the  policy  to  any  of  my  friends.  I 
did  not  mention  to  any  of  my  friends  that  I  had  lent  the 
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money :  I  was  satisfied  that  any  advice  I  had  in  Child s 
house  was  so  safe,  there  was  no  need  to  do  it.     I  had 
communicated  with  my  friends  on  other  business  some 
time  previous  to  this  transaction.    I  had  heard  from  some 
of  my  friends  that  Dutch  stock  was  not  a  safe  invest- 
ment :  T  did  not  trust  to  this,  but  the  next  time  I  went  to 
ChiUTs  on  business  I  asked  whether  it  was  so  considered. 
Mr.  Wood  told  me  that  it  was  safe,  that  they  did  con- 
sider it  safe ;  when  Mr.  Wood  suggested  to  me  that  there 
were  good  investments,  I  spoke  to  him  about  mention- 
ing it  to  my  friends.     Mr.  Wood  said  that  "  I  was  not 
to  do  so ;  I  was  either  to  accept  it  or  refuse  it ;  that  there 
were  a  great  many  people  who  would  be  only  too  glad  to 
have  it.'*    In  consequence  of  what  he  said  I  did  not  men- 
tion it 
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The  following  documents  were  put  in  evidence  :—  first, 
^  direction  to  Child  &  Co.  to  sell,  which  it  was  ad- 
mitted was  by  mistake  dated  1847  instead  of  1848  :— 

''London,  18th  January,  1847. 
"Messrs.  CAtW&Co., 

"  Sell  the  whole  of  my  Dutch  stock  and  invest  the 
*>aiance,  after  reserving  5,500/.,  in  ban^  stock. 

"  ^  per  cents.  "  Eleanor  Bishop, 

"and  aj  per  cents.  "  19th  January." 

^^t>  the  cheque  drawn  by  Mrs.  Bishop  and  cashed 
°y  ^^0€)d.  The  same  mistake  of  date  occurs  in  this ;  it 
^^  J-eally  drawn  in  1848. 

6  "London,  27th  January,  1847. 
"^^ssrs.  CAiW&Co.  § 

**  I^ay  Mr.  Jajcks<m  or  Bearer  five  thousand  pounds. 
"  ^»5000  ''  Eleanor  Bishop, 

'  "  January  28.*^ 

m2 
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Hextf  the  promissory  note  of  Mr.  WooeCa  son. 

"  Rotherhitke  Cement  Works, 
*'  24,  Church  Street,  January,  18*8. 

**  Five  years  after  date  hereof  I  promise  to  pay 
Mrs.  Eleanor  Bishop,  or  to  her  order,  five  thousand 
pounds  for  value  received,  together  with  interest  for  the 
same  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum  until  dis- 
charged. 

"  £5,000  and  interest.  "  William  Wood,  Junior.** 


Then  Mr.  Wood's  guarantee,  which  was  endorsed  on  the 
note. 

"  I  hereby  guarantee  payment  of  the  principal  of  this 
note  at  the  period  within  mentioned,  if  required,  together 
with  the  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  half-yearly, 
and  also  the  premium  on  a  policy  of  assurance  on  the 
life  of  William  Wood,  junr.,  dated  the  31st  December 
last,  for  £5,000|  annually,  as  it  becomes  due. 

*'  WiUiam  Wood,  Temple  Bar.'' 


Lastly,  Mrs.  Bishop's  letter  to  Mr.  Wood,  the  exhibit  D., 
p.  164. 

"  My  dear  Mr.  Wood, 

"  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  note  and 
the  book. 

'*  With  regard  to  the  £400  which  you  have  been  good 
enough  to  have  placed  to  my  account,  I  should,  if  you 
please,  like  it  to  remain  as  it  ia  at  present,  because  I 
trust  by  July  next  to  be  able  to  repay  at  least  £200.  I 
have  found  a  tenant  for  my  house,  but  only  till  the  1st 
of  June ;  however  he  may  possibly  stay  on  a  little  longer, 
which  will  be  all  in  favour  of  my  liquidating  my  appalling 
debt  of  £400." 
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The  SoRcitar  Oeneralf  for  the  Plaintiff,  after  stating  the 
facts,  proceeded  to  argue.    The  partners  were  cognisant 
of  the  iact  of  Wood's  fraad  upon  the  Plaintiff  before  he 
absconded,  and  they  did  not  communicate  any  of  their 
knowledge  to  the  Plaintiff.     Wood  was  one  of  the  ma- 
naging partners  of  the  firm ;  it  was  with  him  that  the 
Plaintiff  had  all  her  business  dealings  with  the  bank. 
It  was  be  who  recommended  her  to  sell  her  Dutch 
stock  and  to  allow  Child  &  Co.  to  procure  for  her  other 
securities.     [The  learned  counsel  referred  to  the  letter  of 
the  18th  January,  184<8,  the  promissory  note  and  the  evi- 
dence.]   Of  all  these  transactions  the  other  partners  were 
fuUy  aware  before  Wood  went  away.      It  is  true  that  the 
iact  of  Wood's  inducing  ±e  Plaintiff  to  part  with  5,000/. 
on  the  assurance  that  the  firm  would  procure  her  better 
securities,  rests  principally  upon  her  evidence ;  but  it  is 
corroborated  by  the  circumstance  of  the  cheque  being  made 
payable  to  Jackson,  and  of  the  interest  on  them  being 
<'^ays  carried  to  her  account  as  paid  by  Jackson,  when 
^^^  is  no  proof  that  such  a  person  ever  made  any  such 
payments ;  and  the  inference  is,  that  the  sums  never  were 
^'<1  into  the  bank  at  all,  but  were  carried  to  the  Plain* 
^^  a  account  by  one  of  the  partners.  Wood.    [He  referred 
^  ^/atr  V.  Bromley  (a)  and  Sandilands  v*  March  (6).] 
^^  extent  to  which  partners  make  each  other  liable  as 
V^otSj  goes  beyond  that  which  is  stricUy  their  ordinary 
^^  ^^ual  course  of  business ;  it  goes  to  that  which  is  so 
^^^  Hkm  to  their  ordinary  course  of  business,  that  per- 
^^^    dealing  with  a  partner  may  fairly  and  reasonably 
g^O^lude  that  it  is  in  their  usual  course  of  business,  and 
tliat  was  the  case  here.    The  money  did  find  its  way 
into  the  bank ;  it  was  drawn  out  by  a  cheque,  signed  it  is 
true  by  the  Plaintiff,  but  that  cheque  was  obtained  by 

(a)  5   Hare,  542,   and  2         (6)  2  Barn.  &  Aid.  673. 
Phil.  554. 
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the  fraud  of  Wood,  one  of  the  partners,  and  his  copart- 
ners were  affected  with  knowledge  of  his  fraud.  In 
getting  the  money,  and  afterwards  the  cheque,  Wood 
acted  so  that  the  Plaintiff  could  scarcely  avoid  believing 
that  the  dealing  was  part  of  the  ordinary  course  of  dealing 
of  Child  &  Co. 


With  him  Mr.  Cairns. 


Our  case  is  this : — There  was  a  customer  of  this  bank, 
a  female,  ignorant  of  business,  who  deals  with  the  ma- 
naging partner.  He  makes  representations  to  her  about 
obtaining  for  her  safe  securities  for  her  money,  and  by  those 
representations  he  obtains  the  money :  his  partners  are 
bound.  [He  referred  to  Story  on  Partnership  (a),  Willett 
V.  Chambers (fi),  Happy. Latham (c).]  Now  the  principle 
of  these  cases  is  this :— If  one  partner  makes  representa- 
tions to  a  customer  of  the  firm,  however  untrue  they  may 
be,  the  customer  has  a  right  to  be  put  in  the  same  posi- 
tion by  the  other  partners  as  if  the  representation  had 
been  true.  Besides,  here  the  produce  of  the  bonds,  it  is 
admitted,  came  into  the  hands  of  the  firm,  and  they  must 
discharge  themselves.  How  do  they  do  that?  Why, 
by  showing  that  they  were  authorized  to  pay  a  cheque  to 
bearer ;  but  that  cheque  was  itself  obtained  by  one  of  the 
partners  by  fraud.  That  was  no  valid  authority  to  the 
partners  to  pay,  no  more  than  if  the  cheque  had  been 
forged  by  one  of  the  partners.  [He  cited  on  this  Small 
V.  Atwood  (rf).]  Now,  upon  this  authority,  if  it  is 
true  that  Wood  got  the  cheque  by  fraud,  the  property 
of  it  remained  in  the  customer.  [He  also  referred  to 
Stone  V.  Marsh  (c).  Marsh  v.  Keating  (/),  and  Sculler  v. 
Lee  iff),] 


(a)  Page  107. 

(6)  2Cowp.  814. 

(c)  2  Barn.  &  Aid.  795. 

(rf)  1  Younge's  Eq.  Exch. 


407,  io  particular^  p.  535. 
(e)  6  B.&  Cress.  551. 
(/)  2  Clark  &  Fin.  250. 
(g)  6  Beav.  324. 
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The  next  question  is,  were  the  acts  done  by  the  ab- 
sconding partner  within  the  scope  of  the  business  of  the 
bank.  [He  referred  to  a  passage  in  the  answer,  which, 
he  argued,  went  the  length  of  showing  that  the  firm  did 
undertake  to  find  investments  for  their  customers  (a).] 
If  so,  then  the  fact  of  Wood  fraudulently  representing  the 
securMes  to  be  good,  when  they  were  in  fact  no  security 
at  all,  cannot  affect  the  case.  But  even  if  the  transaction 
was  beyond  the  scope  of  the  business,  if  a  partner 
makes  a  representation  in  reference  to  a  dealing  beyond 
the  scope  of  the  business,  and  the  other  partners  know 
that  such  dealing  is  going  on  and  take  no  steps  in  it, 
they  are  bound.  [He  referred  to  the  evidence  showing 
the  knowledge  of  the  other  partners.] 
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Mr.  Cotton  appeared  for  Lady  Jersey. 
and  Mr.  Ogle  for  the  other  Defendants. 


Mr.  Wilkock 


The  Vice-Chancellor,  without  calling  on  the  other 
side: 

I  am  quite  satisfied  the  Plaintiff  cannot  succeed.  I 
cannot  but  feel  great  sympathy  for  her,  but  the  ground  of 
my  sympathy  is  simply  that  she  is  a  female;  if  this  had 
been  the  case  of  a  male,  I  should  have  felt  neither  doubt 
nor  sympathy.  The  question  is  one  simply  of  law, — 
whether,  as  between  the  Plaintiff  and  certain  other  per- 
sons, both  innocent,  she  or  they  must  suffer.  In  1842 
the  Plaintiff's  husband  died;  she  then  continued  to 
bank  with  Messrs.  Child;  one  of  the  partners  was 
Mr.  Wood,  and,  as  is  very  usual  in  great  firms,  where 
some  take  the  business  of  one  customer  and  some  that 
of  another,  it  happened  that  Mr.  Wood  attended  prin- 
cipally to  any  matters  of  business  which  the  Plaintiff 
had  to  transact  with  the  firm.  Towards  the  end  of  1847 
the  Plaintiff,  it  seems,  entertained  doubts  whether  the 
(a)  See  on  this  point  the  Judgment. 
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security  of  Dutch  bonds  was  sufficient,  and  consulted 
Wood  upon  it ;  Wood  told  her  he  thought  they  were  a 
safe  security,  however  he  recommended  her  to  sell  them 
and  invest  on  other  securities,  representing  to  her  that 
an  opportunity  then  offered  for  obtaining  for  her  better 
interest  on  a  safe  investment;  she  accordingly  gave  a 
direction  to  have  the  bonds  sold.  [The  first  documftit,  set 
out  in  p.  155.]  Now  the  complaint  made  is  not  about 
telling  the  Dutch  bonds,  for  the  money  produced  by  that 
sale,  about  8,00CW.,  came  safely  into  the  hands  of  the 
bank,  and  was  duly  credited  by  them  to  the  Plaintiff. 
There  was  then  a  later  conversation  between  Wood  and 
the  Plaintiff,  in  which  Wood,  as  she  states,  represented 
that  he  could  lay  out  for  her  5,000/.  on  good  security. 
From  her  cross-examination  it  appears  that  Wood  repre- 
sented, and  the  Plaintiff  well  understood,  that  the  person 
who  wanted  the  money  was  Wood's  own  son.  Nothing, 
it  seems,  was  then  said  about  Jachson  ;  all  she  knew  was 
that  Wood  represented  that  the  lending  of  the  5,000/. 
would  be  to  his  own  son.  She  suggested  the  propriety  of 
consulting  her  friends ;  but  she  yielded  to  the  reasoning 
of  Wood  against  her  doing  so.  Now  the  facts  referred 
to  in  the  evidence  on  that  point  no  doubt  show  a  great 
fraud  upon  her  on  the  part  of  Wood;  Wood  evidently 
designed  to  get  the  money  lent  to  his  own  son,  without 
any,  that  is,  without  any  proper,  security ;  and  he  misled 
her.  At  his  suggestion  she  signed  and  delivered  to  him 
a  cheque  for  5,000/.,  which  he  prepared,  and  the  bankers 
cashed  it  in  the  ordinary  course.  [His  Honor  then  re- 
ferred to  the  cheque  for  5,000/.]  On  this  it  has  been 
observed,  that  it  was  made  payable  to  Jackson;  I  think 
it  quite  immaterial  to  whom  it  was  made  payable,  as  it 
was  a  common  cheque  payable  to  bearer.  Now,  so  far 
the  bankers  had  done  nothing  wrong ;  they  bad  done  their 
ordinary  and  regular  duty  as  bankers. 
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But  then  it  is  said  that  she  was  induced  by  fraud  to 
give  the  cheque  by  which  the  5,000/.  was  drawn  out ;  that 
she  was  led  to  draw  it  by  Wood*s  fraudulent  representa* 
tioD8;  and  that  as  those  representations  were  made  by 
one  of  the  partners  of  the  bank,  at  the  bank,  and  he  was 
consulted  by  the  Plaintiff  as  one  of  the  partners,  there- 
fore, it  was  a  transaction  in  respect  of  which  the  other 
partners  were  liable.    Now,  taking  the  Plaintiff's  own 
evidcDoe,  and  without  pressing  too  much  on  the  circum- 
stance of  its  being  the  party's  evidence  in  her  own  favour, 
^hat  18  the  fair  inference  to  be  drawn  from  that  evidence? 
[His  Honor  referred  to  the  evidence  on  the  subject  of 
what  passed  between  the  Plaintiff  and  Wood  as  to  the 
security.]    Now  if  that  is  considered,  it  must  lead  to  one 
Of  other  of  these  two  theories.     Either  that  Wood  said 
^  express  terms  (which  is  wholly  improbable),  *'  I  am 
'^^commending  to  you  this  investment  as  a  partner  and 
^'v  behalf  of  the  firm;"  or,  secondly  (and  this  is  the  sup- 
^ition  that  I  adopt),  that  the  Plaintiff,  without  any 
^^^S  expressly  said  on  the  part  of  Wood,  being  unac- 
^^totned  to  business,  took  it  for  granted,  the  conversa- 
^^  taking  place,  and  Wood's  representations  being  made 
^  o^i-j  in  the  rooms  of  the  banking  house,  that  what  was 
sa-ici     ^me  as  from  the  bank.     That,  I  think,  is  the  fair 
'^tfer'^nce  from  her  evidence.    There  is  another  inference 
^^c^li  I  draw  from  it  without  feeling  any  doubt,  viz.,  that 
^^^>d  never  said  that  he  undertook  to  find  her  some  good 
^^^^stment  generally,  without  mentioning  what.    She  was 
^^t   led  iQ  suppose  that;  she  knew  that  the  person  for 
^^Om  the  money  was  wanted  was,  not  the  government, 
^^^    the  Bank  of  England^  but  Mr.  Wood's  own  son. 
^^e  knew  perfectly  well  that  Wood  was  recommending, 
^^t  an  investment  in  the  funds,  nor  generally  any  safe 
^^Vestment,  but  a  particular  investment  in  the  hands  of 
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Wood's  own  son.  No  doubt  she  expected  a  good  secu- 
rity would  be  given  by  Wood's  son;  and  when  WoodgSLve 
her  the  son*s  promissory  note,  and  endorsed  on  the  back 
of  it  his  own  guarantee,  and  gave  her  the  policy  of  assu- 
rance, he  no  doubt  gave  her  those  documents  meaning  her 
to  suppose,  as  she  did  suppose,  they  were  a  good  security ; 
and  undoubtedly  he  committed  a  great  fraud  upon  her. 


But  Wood's  recommendation  could  not  have  been  rea- 
sonably understood  to  be  on  behalf  of  the  firm.  How 
can  I  suppose  any  one  could  reasonably  consider  that 
when  a  partner  in  a  bank  receives  the  customer's  money, 
by  means  of  the  customer's  cheque,  and  recommends  it  to 
be  laid  out  on  a  loan  to  his  own  son,  such  recommenda- 
tion is  made  on  behalf  of  all  the  partners?  Can  I,  be- 
cause the  Plaintifi^  chose  so  to  deal,  hold  the  Defendants 
liable  on  the  ground  that  the  representations  of  Mr.  Wood 
were  understood  by  her  to  be  made  on  behalf  of  the 
firm  ?  Or  how  can  the  circumstance  that  the  person,  to 
whom  the  cheque  was  delivered,  induced  the  drawer  by 
fraud  to  deliver  it  to  him,  make  the  bankers  who  paid  it 
liable  ?  I  do  not  think  it  has  that  efiect,  although  that 
person  was  himself  a  partner. 

Then  it  is  said  that  it  is  the  practice  of  bankers  gene- 
rally to  invest  the  money  of  their  customers  for  them. 
But  it  is  notorious  that  their  practice  is,  not  to  act  for 
their  customers  as  money  scriveners  or  agents  generally, 
to  find  investments  for  their  money,— but  if  a  customer 
sends  them,  with  a  power  of  attorney,  a  letter  of  instruc- 
tions, directing  them  to  sell  a  particular  sum  of  stock, 
they  will  do  so ;  or,  if  the  customer  wishes  a  particular 
investment  in  the  funds,  and  directs  them  to  lay  out  his 
money  in  the  purchase  of  particular  stock,  and  debit  him 
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with  the  amount,  they  will  do  so ;  and  when  they  do,  be 
it  obseryed,  they  do  so  ordinarily  without  a  cheque,  but 
on  a  particular  letter  of  instructions.  But  how  does  that 
practice  apply  to  this  case  ? 

It  is  not  within  the  scope  of  the  business  of  bankers  to 
seek  or  make  inyestments  generally  for  their  customers. 

Then  it  is  argued,  that  if  the  transaction  was  beyond 
the  scope  of  the  business  of  the  defendants  as  bankers, 
still  they  had  notice  of  it,  and  it  was  their  duty  to  pre- 
vent it.     [His  Honor  read  the  evidence  on  this  point.] 
Now,  so  far  as  this  evidence  goes,  it  is  an  admission  by  a 
person  not  a  partner  at  the  time,  and  an  admission,  not 
that  the  partners  knew  of  the  transaction  at  the  time  it 
took  place,  but  that  "  some  of  their  people"  knew  of  it 
before  Wood  absconded.    This  affords  no  inference  that 
any  partner  knew  of  it  before  the  absconding.    Besides, 
what  is  it  that  was  known  ?   Why,  that  Wood  had  in- 
duced the  Plaintiff  to  lend  money  to  his  son.     Even  if 
some  of  the  firm  knew  that  the  Plaintiff  had  lent  the 
money  to  Woods  son,  there  is  no  evidence  that  it  was 
known  to  any  body  at  any  time  what  were  the  repre- 
^i^tations   that  Wood  had  made.     It  appears  to  me 
*hat  there  is  no  ground  for  assuming  that  the  partners 
^e^  anything  at  all  about  the  transaction  at  the  time 
'^   took  place ;  and  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  they 
"^^^W  anything  till  after  Wood  had  absconded :  I  cannot 
^^y,  at  least,  that  they  so  knew  of  the  transaction  as  to 
^^e  it  their  business  to  interfere. 

AVith  regard  to  the  cases  cited,  Sandilands  v.  March 
^oes  not  come  nearly  up  to  this  case.  In  that  case  it 
^as  the  regular  practice  of  the  firm  to  do  the  business 
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that  was  done.  The  ground  of  the  decision  was,  how- 
ever, that  even  assuming  the  investment  of  the  money  in 
the  purchase  of  annuities  to  be  ultra  the  general  scope 
of  their  business,  yet,  inasmuch  as  the  investment  was 
made  by  the  firm,  all  the  partners  were  liable.  Nor  does 
Sadler  v.  Lee,  nor  Blair  v.  Bromley ,  come  up  to  this 
case.  In  the  latter  case,  the  firm  was  in  the  habit  of 
acting  as  money  scriveners,  and  the  business  was  done  by 
the  firm.  None  of  the  cases  cited,  indeed,  go  beyond 
this,  that  to  make  the  partnership  generally  liable,  the 
business  must  be  within  the  scope  of  its  ordinary  busi- 
ness, or  be  conducted  through  the  instrumentality  of  the 
firm. 


His  Honor  then  commented  on  the  entries  in  the 
Plaintiff's  account  of  the  two  half-yearly  payments  of 
interest,  as  paid  in  by  Jacksofiy  which  he  was  of  opinion 
had  no  effect  as  against  the  Defendants,  and  concluded 
by  stating  that  he  decided  the  case  without  any  doubt 
whatever. 

The  bill  was  dismissed  with  costs ;  Lady  Jersey,  how- 
ever, by  her  counsel,  waiving  her  costs. 
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VAUGHAN  V.  VANDERSTEGEN,  '^'  ^  dII.*  ^^ 

1  HE  principal  question  for  determination  on  the  bear-    Feme  Coverte. 

ing  of  these  causes  on  further  directions,  was  whether,  in  '%wra/e-E»te/e. 

the  case  of  a  married  woman  having  a  general  power  of  of  Appointment 

appointment  by  will,  and  exercising  that  power,  the  ap-        ^  ^^^* 

pointed  property  is  applicable  to  the  payment  of  her  A  married  wo- 

debts  or  engagements  in  the  nature  of  debts.  ™ft°  having  a 

life  estate  m 
personalty  to 
The  facta  were  aa  follows :— *  her  separate 

use,  with  a 
-  general 
By  a  settlement  made  on  the  marriage  of  Miss  Hussey  power  of  ap- 

with  her  first  husband,  Mr,  Vaughan,  dated  the  27th  pointment  by 
April,  1831,  and  a  subsequent  deed  of  revocation  and  by  exercisinff' 
new  appointment  dated  the  26th  April,  1837,  certain  free-  that  power, 
hold  and  leasehold  estates  and  personal  property  (all  "^^^^^3''®  |^^^| 
belonging  to  her)  were  conveyed  and  assigned  to  trustees,  to  the  payment 
The  trusts  of  the  freehold  estates  were,  during  the  life  of  ^^^^^  engage- 
Miss  Hussey^  to  pay  the  yearly  rents  and  profits  to  such  nature  of  debu, 
persons  and  for  such  purposes  as  she,  notwithstanding  viz.,  of  such 
the  then  intended  or  any  future  coverture,  should  by  ^"^^^^^"^  ** 
writing  (but  not  by  any  mode  of  anticipation)  appoint;  charges  on  her 
and  in  de&ult  of  appointment^  into  her  proper  hands  for  separate  estate, 
her  separate  use^  independently  of  her  then  intended  01: 
any  future  husband,  and  upon  her  single  receipt  for  the 
same ;  and  after  her  decease,  the  freehold  estates  were 
to  be  in  trust  for  such  persons  and  for  such  purposes  as 
she  should  by  will,  attested  by  three  witnesses,  notwith- 
standing coverture,  appoint ;  and  in  default  of  appoint- 
ment, in  trust  for  her  (Miss  Bvs$ey\  her  heirs  and 
assigns^  and  so  that  b^r  intended  husband  should  not  be 
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tenant  by  the  curtesy.  The  trusts  of  the  leaseholds  were 
the  same  as  those  of  the  freeholds,  except  that,  in  default 
of  appointment  by  her  will,  the  leaseholds  were  to  he  in 
trust  for  all  the  children  of  the  marriage  who,  being  sons, 
should  attain  twenty-one,  or  die  leaving  issue,  or,  being 
daughters,  should  attain  twenty-one  or  marry.  The  trusts 
of  the  personalty  were  in  all  respects  the  same  as  those 
of  the  leaseholds. 


Mr.  Vaughan  died  in  1838,  leaving  Mrs.  Vaughan  and 
two  children  of  the  marriage  him  surviving. 

Mrs.  Vaughan^  being  a  widow,  made  her  will,  dated 
30th  July,  1839,  whereby  she  exercised  her  general 
powers  of  appointment  as  to  the  freeholds,  leaseholds  and 
other  personal  property,  chiefly  in  favour  of  her  two 
children. 


On  the  S7th  August,  1842,  Mrs.  Vaugkan  married 
Lord  Dunbogne,  and  on  that  occasion  a  settlement 
was  executed,  dated  25th  August,  184S,  whereby  Mrs. 
Vaughan  assigned  to  trustees  all  the  personal  estate 
which  she  was  then  possessed  of  or  entitled  to  (except  a 
certain  sum  of  2,000/.),  upon  the  following  trusts,  viz., 
upon  trust  for  such  persons  and  for  such  purposes,  and 
in  such  manner  as  Mrs.  Vaughan  by  any  writing  under 
her  hand  or  by  her  last  will  and  testament  should,  whe- 
ther covert  or  sole,  direct,  limit  or  appoint ;  and  in  de- 
fault of  appointment,  in  trust  for  Mrs.  Vatyhan  during 
her  life,  for  her  separate  use,  and  for  that  purpose'  to 
permit  and  suffer  her  to  receive  and  take  the  interest,  di- 
vidends and  annual  produce  of  such  of  the  trust  premises 
as  produced  interest,  dividends  or  annual  produce,  and 
otherwise  to  permit  ber  to  havC;  hold,  order,  manage,  let 
and  dispose  of  all  or  any  of  the  said  respective  trust  pre- 
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mises  during  her  life  in  such  manner  and  as  fully  and 
effectually  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  if  she  were  a 
feme  sole ;  and  from  and  after  her  decease,  in  case  no 
sach  direction,  limitation  or  appointment,  gift,  bequest  or 
disposition  should  be  made  by  her,  upon  certain  trusts 
for  the  benefit  of  her  children,  whether  by  Mr.  Vaughan 
or  by  Lord  Dunboyne ;  and  if  no  child  should  become 
entitled  under  those  trusts,  in  trust  for  the  survivor  of 
Mrs.  Vaughan  and  Lord  Dunboyne.  And  there  was  a 
covenant  by  Lord  Dunboyne^  that  any  property  to  which 
Mrs.  Vaughan  should  become  entitled  during  the  mar- 
riage should  be  settled  on  the  same  trusts. 


1853. 


This  settlement  did  not  affect  the  property  comprised 
in  the  settlement  of  1831. 

For  some  reason,  which  is  not  apparent,  the  marriage 
of  L84S  was  concealed,  or  was  treated  by  the  parties  as 
if  it  was  invalid  (although  it  has  now  been  found  to  have 
been  a  valid  marriage),  and  Mrs.  Vaughan  continued  to 
pass  under  that  name,  and  to  act  and  deal  as  if  she  were 
the  widow  of  Mr.  Vaughan;  and  on  the  19th  December, 
1843,  another  marriage  ceremony  was  performed  between 
her  and  Lord  punboyne,  and  another  settlement  dated 
16th  December,  1843,  was  executed,  which  was  substan- 
tially to  the  same  effect  as  that  of  August,  1842. 


In  March,  1843,  Lady  Dunboyne,  acting  under  the 
name  and  description  of  Mrs.  Vaughan,  widow,  borrowed 
4,500/.  of  Oeorge  Gates,  and  to  secure  the  repayment 
thereof,  she  executed  to  him  a  mortgage,  or  what  pur- 
ported to  be  a  mortgage,  of  some  property,  dated  7th  of 
March,  1843;  and  the  mortgage  deed  contained  the 
common  covenant  by  her  for  repayment  of  the  money. 
As  she  was  then  a  married  woman,  this  transaction  was 
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admitted  by  Gates  to  be  void  as  a  mortgage;  but  he 
cliumcd  to  be  a  creditor  of  Lady  JDunboyne  under  the 
covenant. 

Mr.  Waugh  also  claimed  to  be  a  creditor  of  Lady 
jDnnboyne  under  a  similar  transaction,  dated  ^th  June, 
184S.  And  Mr.  AUaway  also  claimed  to  be  a  creditor 
of  Lady  Dunboyne,  by  virtue  of  a  bond  for  lOM.  dated 
13th  February,  1836,  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Van^han*  These  three  persons  claimed  to  be 
creditors  by  specialty ;  other  persons  claimed  to  be  simple 
contract  creditors  of  Lady  Dunbopie,  partly  for  money 
lent  to  her,  partly  for  goods  sold  and  delivered,  and 
partly  for  work  and  labour  done.  The  dates  of  the 
transactions  with  these  simple  contract  creditors  did  not 
appear,  but  it  was  assumed  that  they  took  place  after  the 
marriage  in  August,  184^. 

Lady  Dunboyne  died  on  the  8th  December,  1846. 

With  respect  to  the  freehold  estates  comprised  in  the 
settlement  of  1831,  it  was  assumed  in  argument,  and  the 
Court  thought  there  was  no  doubt,  that,  by  the  Wills  Act, 
1  Viet«,  c.  26,  sect.  18,  the  will  made  by^Mrs.  Vaughtm^ 
in  1839,  was  revoked  by  her  marriage  with  Lcnrd  Dun- 
boyne,  so  far  as  related  to  those  freehold  estates,  inas- 
much as  those  estates  would,  fay  virtue  of  the  limitations 
of  the  settlement,  pass  to  her  heir  in  default  of  appoint- 
ment* With  respect,  however,  to  the  leaseholds  and 
other  personal  estate,  which  by  the  limitations  of  the 
settlement  would  not,  in  default  of  appointment,  pass  to 
her  executor  or  administrator,  or  the  person  entitled  as 
her  next  of  kin  under  the  Statute  of  Distributions,  the 
Master  had  found  that  the  will  was  not  revoked  by  the 
marriage^  and  that  was  not  questioned.    No  one  haa  im- 
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pugoed  that  finding ;  and  the  Court  did  not  see  any  reason 
to  question  its  correctness. 

The  persons  who  claimed  to  be  creditors  of  Lady  Dvnr 
hcyne^  insisted  that  the  Court  ought  to  apply  to  this  case 
that  principle  of  equity,  by  which  property  which  has 
been  appointed  to  volunteers  in  exercise  of  a  general 
power  of  appointment,  is  made  available  to  the  payment 
of  the  appointor's  debts ;  and  they  claimed  to.  be  paid 
their  debts  out  of  the  leaseholds  and  other  personal  pro- 
perty comprised  in  the  settlement  of  I8S1,  which  was 
appointed  by  the  will  of  Mrs.  Vaughan. 

Mr.  Daniell  for  the  Plaintiff,  one  of  the  childref),  and 
the  heir-at-law  of  Lady  Dunboyne, 

The  question  is,  what  is  the  effect  of  the  execution  by 
Lady  Dtmbayne  of  her  power  of  appointment  over  the 
personal  estate,  the  subject  of  the  power  ?  Gates  and 
the  other  creditors  will  say  that  the  general  power  of 
Lady  Dunboyne  having  been  exercised,  those  who  take 
under  it,  take  subject  to  her  debts ;  that  she  has  made  the 
property  her  assets.  To  that  proposition  I  answer, 
Istly ;  that  doctrine  does  not  apply  to  a  power  of  ap- 
pointment in  a  married  woman;  2ndly,  the  persons 
taking  under  the  appointment,  are  not  volunteers,  as  they 
must  be  to  let  in  the  operation  of  the  rule.  The  appoint- 
ment by  the  will  is  in  favour  of  the  children;  if  the 
power  had  not  been  exercised,  they  would  have  been  pur- 
chasers under  the  settlement  Now,  the  power  being 
exercised  only  to  the  extent  of  distinguishing  between  the 
objects  of  the  power,  that  does  not  make  them  volunteers. 
The  reason  of  the  rule  on  which  the  other  side  relies, 
is  that  the  donee  takes  the  fund  appointed,  as  bounty. 
The  next  question  is,  has  the  appointment  made  by  Lady 
Dunhcyne^  so  made  the  property  her  own,  that  the  chil- 
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dren  cannot  take  without  paying  her  debts.  Now  we 
say  that  the  rule  does  not  apply  to  a  general  power  of 
appointment  by  wiU  only.  Secondly,  if  it  does  so,  then 
the  power,  to  bring  the  case  within  the  rule,  roust  be  ex- 
ercised in  favour  of  persons  not  within  the  consideration 
of  the  settlement. 


Where  there  is  a  general  power  of  appointment  by 
deed  or  will,  so  that  the  donee  can  in  his  lifetime  make 
the  property  absolutely  his  property,  and  thus  make  it 
available  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  the  parties, 
originally  objects  of  the  settlement,  have  no  ground  of 
complaint  if  he  so  appoints,  because  their  interest  was, 
by  the  very  settlement  itself,  made  subject  to  destruction 
in  that  event. 

Those  who  take  under  the  appointment  as  mere  volun- 
teers have,  of  course,  no  claim  except  to  a  bounty. 

But  that  rule  does  not  apply  when  a  power  is  limited. 
Besides,  the  power  must  be  fully  exercised.  But  when 
a  power  is  executed,  not  as  a  general  power  to  give,  but 
only  as  a  power  of  distribution,  does  that  exercise  of  a 
power  fall  within  the  rule  ?  What  is  to  prevent  these 
parties,  who  are  infants,  from  rejecting  the  gift  with  its 
alleged  consequences,  and  taking  under  the  limitations  in 
default  of  appointment,  when  their  interest  would  clearly 
not  be  defeated. 


He  cited  Holmes  v.  Coghill{a);  Townshendv.  Wind- 
ham(b) ;  Sainton  v.  Ward  (c) ;  Tomlinson  v.  Dighion  (rf), 
to  show  that  the  power  must  be  exercised,  in  order  to 
make  the  estate  of  the  donee  of  the  power  assets  for  the 


(a)  7  Ves.  498. 
(6)  2  Ves.  sen.  1. 


(c)  2  Atk.  172. 
(J)  1  P.  W.  149. 
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purpose  of  letting  in  hiB  creditors.   He  cited  also  Jenney 
y.  Andrews  {a). 

Clearly  the  children  may  elect  to  take  by  the  settle- 
ment instead  of  under  the  appointment ;  and  if  they  did, 
their  interest  would  be  paramount  to  the  appointment 

Mr.  Chreene  with  him. 

It  is  admitted  that  Oaies  is  only  a  general  creditor. 
The  power  is  a  power  to  appoint  only  by  will ;  that  is 
very  distinct  from  a  general  power,  under  which  the 
donee  may  obtain  the  absolute  enjoyment  of  the  pro- 
perty. Under  such  a  power  as  this  he  cannot:  George 
T.  MillbankeiJ)).  Besides,  this  is  the  case  of  a  feme 
covert ;  at  law  she  can  have  no  debts ;  she  has  no  estate 
whatever,  except  in  this  Court:  she  is  not  to  be  put 
upon  the  same  footing  as  a  person  m  juris;  qtwad  the 
appointed  fund,  she  had,  and  could  have,  no  creditors : 
Choens  v.  Dickinson  (c).  In  ffughes  v.  WeOs{d)  there 
was  a  dictum,  but  no  decision. 

Mr.  WUcock  and  Mr.  Faber  for  Harvey  and  his  wife, 
the  other  child  of  Lady  Dunhoyne. 

Lady  Dvnhoyne  had  separate  estate,  viz.,  the  arrears 
of  rent  due  to  her.  She  had  personal  estate,  over  which 
she  had  a  power  of  appointment  by  will,  and  also  real 
estate,  which  she  had  power  of  appointing  by  will.  Now, 
either  you  must  treat  the  case  of  a  married  woman  as  dis- 
tinguishable from  the  case  of  a  person  sui  juris,  having 
such  a  power  of  appointment,  or  you  must  treat  her  as 
on  the  same  footing.  And  then  you  must  carry  the  doc- 
trine the  length  of  treating  the  property  throughout  as 
the  assets  of  the  married  woman :  you  must  treat  her  real 


(a)  6  Madd.  264. 
(6)  9  Vcs.  190. 


n2 


(c)  1  Cr.  &  Phil.  48. 

(d)  9  Hare,  749. 
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estate  descended  as  assets  for  payment  of  her  debts,  and 
then  that  real  estate  must  be  applied  before  the  appointed 
personalty,  in  payment  of  her  debts.  They  referred  to 
2  Sug.Pow.{a) 

The  principle  of  the  rule  on  whjch  the  other  side  rely  is 
this  :  that  a  person  who  has  a  general  power  of  appoint- 
ment, has  the  power  of  making  the  property  his  own,  and 
that  he  shall  not  be  allowed  to  do  that  without  paying 
his  debts.  But  that  does  not  apply  to  the  case  of  a  mar- 
ried woman.  Suppose  she  had  appointed  the  property  to 
her  executor ;  that  could  not  make  it  assets  for  the  pay- 
ment of  her  debts,  unless  it  was  her  separate  estate. 
However,  if  it  does  so,  then  we  say,  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple, real  estate  descended  must  be  assets,  and  her  debts 
must  be  paid  out  of  that,  before  resorting  to  the  appointed 
personalty. 

Mr.  Baily  for  Oates^  the  creditor.. 

It  is  said  there  was  no  power  in  Lady  Dunbot/ne  to 
make  the  property  her  own,  because  she  had  only  a  power 
to  appoint  by  will. 

But  there  is  no  such  distinction  as  that.  Suppose  a 
power  to  appoint  by  deed  or  will,  and  the  power  to  ap- 
point by  deed  not  exercised,  the  power  to  appoint  by 
will  would  not  lose  its  efficacy.  The  question  does 
not  depend  upon  any  such  distinction.  The  course  of 
the  Court  is,  whenever  a  person  has  a  general  power, 
by  which  he  could  make  the  property  his  own,  he  shall, 
if  he  has  exercised  it  at  all,  be  treated  as  exercising  it  so 
as  to  make  it  his  own  for  the  purpose  of  paying  his 
debts.     He  cited  Thompson  v.  Toume(b)\  Heatley  v. 


(a)  Page  20,  6th  ed. 


(6)  2  Vern.  319. 
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Thomas  (a) ;  Jenney  v.  Atidrews  (6) ;  Petre  v.  Petre  (c), 
and  Na^  v.  Punter  {d). 

Mr.  Smythe  with  him. 

First,  the  real  estate  descended  is  liable.  Where 
a  married  woman  who  has  separate  estate,  contracts 
debts,  her  real  estate,  which  she  allows  to  descend,  is 
made  liable  by  the  3  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  104.  It  is  ad- 
mitted that,  as  to  Lady  Dunbayne^s  purely  separate 
estate,  the  execution  of  the  power  would  make  it  subject 
to  her  debts.  But  it  is  said  it  does  not  as  to  the  fund 
subject  to  be  appointed.  But  what  is  separate  estate  ?  Is 
not  that  fund  as  much  so  as  the  arrears  of  rent?  Sepa- 
rate estate  depends  simply  on  the  exclusion  of  the  hud- 
band's  right  of  interference,  and  nothing  more.  Here 
the  power  of  appointment,  which  was  to  be  exercised  to 
the  exclusion  of  all  right  of  the  husband,  was  as  much 
separate  estate,  as  Lady  Dunboyne*s  life  estate,  and  the 
fund  appointed  therefore  is  liable  as  her  separate  estate. 
Everything  that  she  can  dispose  of,  exclusive  of  her  hus- 
band's power,  is  her  separate  estate. 

On  the  22nd  December  Mr.  Greene  replied. 

The  power  in  this  case  is  a  mere  testamentary  power, 
incapable  of  creating  any  estate  which  can  take  effect 
during  the  life  of  the  donee. 


1853. 


We  must  first  distinguish  between  such  a  power  vested 
in  a  person  sui  juris^  and  the  same  power  in  a  married 
woman.  [The  learned  counsel  commented  on  Thompson 
▼•  Thwne  and  the  other  three  cases.]  In  Thompson  v. 
Tovrgie  and  in  Petre  v.  Petre  the  donee  was  a  man ;  be- 
sides^ in  Thompson  v.  Towne  the  property  became  the 


(O   15  Ves.  596. 
(^>   6  Madd.  264. 


(c)  UBeav.  197. 
id)  5  Sim.  555. 


174 


CASES    IN    CHANCERY. 


1853. 


assets  of  the  donee  for  reasons  quite  independent  of  the 
exercise  of  the  appointment:  it  was  actually  part  of  the 
donee's  own  property.  In  Heailey  v.  Thonuu  the  same 
kind  of  observation  is  applicable.  The  question  there 
was,  did  the  instrument  confine  the  power  to  be  exercised 
by  willy  and  the  Court  considered  the  donee  had  a  gene- 
ral power  of  appointment  by  deed  or  will.  She  could 
have,  therefore,  made  the  property  her  own  separate 
estate  during  her  life.  It  is  now  well  settled  that  a  life 
estate,  with  power  to  appoint  by  will  only,  does  not  give 
an  absolute  estate :  Bixan  v.  Oliver  (a) ;  Doe  v.  Thar-- 
ley  {b) ;  Archibald  v.  Wright  (c).  These  cases  I  refer  to, 
to  show  the  distinction  between  property  and  power. 


Jenney  v.  Andrews  is  a  mere  dictum.  In  Petre  y. 
Petre  there  was  no  question  raised  whether  the  execution 
of  the  power  by  will  created  assets.  Besides,  there  the 
donee  had,  by  revoking  the  uses  of  the  settlement,  made 
the  property  his  own ;  and  then  his  will  operated  as  a  will 
of  his  estate,  not  as  an  execution  of  the  power.  Even, 
therefore,  as  regards  a  mere  power  to  appoint  by  will 
vested  in  a  person  sui  juris,  it  is  not  clear  that  the 
exercise  of  such  a  power  creates  assets.  But  if  that  were 
so,  this  is  the  case  of  a  married  woman,  which  is  very 
different  In  Owen  v.  Dickenson,  the  creditors  them- 
selves were  the  appointees ;  they  did  not  come  m  as  cre^ 
ditors;  they  were  creditors,  in  fact,  but  they  were  also 
appointees ;  and  it  wa^  on  the  ground  of  the  charge  in 
their  fiivour  that  they  were  let  in.  Now,  with  regard  to 
such  a  power  in  a  married  woman,  could  the  Court  com- 
pel her  to  execute  it?  There  is  no  authority  for  sajring 
that  it  would.    She  cannot  contract  to  exercise  it»  and 


(a)  IS  Ves.  108. 
(6)  10  East,  488. 


(c)  9  Sim.  161. 
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therefore  cannot  be  ordered  to  do  so.  He  cited  Meid  v. 
Skergold{a)\  Francis  v.  WujizeU{b);  HuUney.  Tenant(c). 
In  these  cases  the  Court  considered  there  was  no  power 
to  anticipate  the  exercise  of  a  testamentary  power  to  ap- 
point. A  married  woman  cannot  make  any  contract,  in 
hctf  beyond  her  separate  estate.  The  existence  of  a 
separate  estate  must  precede  the  contract.  How,  then, 
can  she  bind  estate  which  can  only  be  converted  into 
her  estate,  if  it  can  be  so  at  all,  by  her  will  ? 


1853. 
Vaughan 

V. 

Vandsr- 

8TEOBN. 


NM  Y.  Punter  {d\  which  has  been  referred  to,  goes 
fiff  beyond  any  aathority  to  be  found  in  the  books,  if  the 
Vice-Chancellor  meant  what  is  there  attributed  to  him ; 
bot  the  Vice-Chancellor  appears  to  have  thought  there 
was  a  resulting  trust  in  the  nature  of  separate  estate,  and 
that  probably  was  the  true  ground  of  his  decision.  A 
married  woman  never  could  reduce  the  property  over 
which  she  has  a  mere  testamentary  power,  into  a  state  of 
enjoyment :  she  cannot  bind  it  by  any  contract.  It  is  not 
separate  estate,  because  separate  estate  implies  coverture, 
and  cannot  exist  without  it  How,  then,  can  there  be 
separate  estate  after  the  severance  of  the  coverture  ? 

On  the  efiect  of  Sir  J.  Romilly's  act,  referred  to  by 
Mr.  Smythe,  that  act  does  not  apply  to  the  property  of  a 
married  woman.  The  state  of  the  law  before  the  act 
shows  that  the  intention  of  the  act  was  merely  to  carry 
out  contracts  as  against  heirs,  not  to  make  anything  assets 
by  contract  which  was  not  so  before. 


None  of  the  cases  cited  on  the  other  side  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  question  of  the  effect  of  creation  of 


(a)  10  Ves.  870. 
{b)  1  Madd.  1t5S. 


(c)  1  Br.  C.  C.  16. 

(d)  5  Sim.  555. 
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a  power,  except  Owens  v.  Dtckerison,  with  which  I  have 
dealt.  They  were  all  cases  on  admitted  separate  estate 
and  its  liabilities.  But  the  question  is  here  whether  the 
property  appointed  is  separate  estate. 

To  sum  up.  1.  The  cases  cited  have  reference  only  to 
the  administration  of  separate  estate,  not  to  the  question 
what  creates  separate  estate. 

2.  There  can  be  no  liability  in  a  married  woman,  ex- 
cept in  reference  to  separate  estate ;  it  cannot  go  beyond 
that. 

3.  The  intention  of  such  a  power  as  this,  is  not  to 
create  separate  estate ;  the  married  woman  cannot  in  any 
sense  acquire  under  it  the  enjoyment  of  separate  estate; 
and  she  cannot  make  it  separate  estate  after  her  death; 
and  no  case  has  extended  the  jurisdiction  over  the  acts  of 
married  women  so  far  as  is  asked  in  this  case. 

The  Court  took  time  to  consider ;  and,  on  the  SSrd 
February,  1864,  the  Vice-Chancellor  delivered  judg- 
ment. After  stating  the  facts  and  the  claims  of  the  cre- 
ditors, his  Honor  proceeded  thus : — 


Judgment.  The  appointees  resist  this  claim  on  several  grounds. 

Ist.  They  insist  that  the  principle  is  not  applicable, 
even  in  the  case  of  a  man,  where  (as  in  the  present  case) 
the  power  is  only  to  be  exercised  by  will,  and  not  by 
deed. 


No  authority  whatever  is  adduced  in  support  of  this 
proposition.    It  is  admitted  that  if  the  power  authorizes 
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its  being  executed  by  deed  or  will,  and  the  donee  exer- 
cises it  by  will^  the  principle  will  apply.  Now,  it  is  not 
the  mere  possession  of  the  power,  but  the  exercise  of  the 
power,  wbich  can  ever  give  occasion  to  the  application  of 
the  principle ;  and  if  it  will  be  applied  at  all  where  the 
power  is  exercised  by  will,  I  do  not  see  what  difierence 
it  can  make  whether  the  power  did  or  did  not  authorize 
its  exercise  by  deed  as  well  as  by  will. 


1853. 


In  Jenney  v.  Andrews  (a)  the  very  case  was  presented 
of  an  appointment  by  will  under  a  general  power,  which, 
1)y  the  terms  of  its  creation,  only  authorized  the  donee  to 
exercise  it  by  will.  It  does  not  seem  to  have  occurred 
to  the  counsel  for  the  appointees  to  argue  the  point  now 
insisted  upon ;  the  only  question  argued  was,  whether 
among  the  creditors  of  the  appointor,  whose  debts  were 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  appointed  fund,  creditors,  who  were 
such  at  the  time  of  the  bankruptcy  of  the  appointor, 
should  be  included.  Sir  J.  Leach,  Vice-Chancellor,  ex- 
pressed himself  in  these  terms :  ''  Where  there  is  a  gene- 
ral power  of  appointment  by  will,  and  an  appointment  is 
made,  the  appointee  is  a  trustee  for  creditors ;  but  it  is 
not  for  creditors  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  will, 
but  at  the  death  of  the  testator."  This  declaration  of 
Sir  J.  Leaches  opinion  would  be  sufficient  authority  for 
me,  even  if  I  had  any  doubt  upon  the  point 


The  second  ground  upon  which  the  appointees  insist 
is  this,  that  whereas  the  principle  applies  only  where  the 
appointment  is  made  in  favour  of  volunteers,  in  the  pre- 
sent case  the  appointees  are  not  volunteers,  because  they 
aT«  not  strangers  to  the  settlement,  but  the  children,  who, 
by  its  provisions,  are  to  take  in  default  of  appointment. 

(a)  6  Madd.  S64. 
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It  appears  to  me  that  tbis  contention  is  altogether  founded 
on  a  misconception  of  the  term  "  volunteers"  as  used  with 
reference  to  persons  in  whose  fiivour  an  appointment  is 
made  under  a  general  power.  Every  one  in  such  case  is 
a  **  volunteer'*  to  whom  or  in  whose  favour  the  appointor 
is  under  no  obligation  to  appoint  the  property.  The  in- 
terest given  by  the  settlement  to  the  children,  in  default 
of  appointment,  is  one  thing;  the  interest  which  they 
take  by  virtue  of  the  appointment  is  another  and  a  very 
different  interest;  and  though  it  is  true  that  they  are  not 
vplunteers  with  respect  to  the  former,  yet  that  inferest  is 
destroyed  by  the  execution  of  the  power,  and  the  interest 
which  they  take  under  the  appointment  they  owe  to  the 
vohintary  act  and  bounty  of  the  appointor ;  and  in  re- 
spect of  this  latter  interest  they  are  mere  volunteers,  just 
as  much  as  any  strangers  woutd  be  in  whose  favour  the 
donee  of  the  power  might  have  thought  fit  to  exercise  it. 


The  thh'd  ground  taken  by  the  appointees  is  this :  that 
as  the  equitable  principle  in  favour  of  creditors  does 
not  apply  to  the  case  of  a  limited  power,  though  exer- 
cised, nor  to  the  case  of  a  general  power  unexercised, 
it  ought  not  to  apply  to  the  case  of  a  general  power, 
when  only  exercised  to  a  limited  extent,  which  it  is  said 
is  the  case  here.  By  the  term  **  limited  power"  I  pre- 
sume is  meant  a  special  power,  i.e.,  a  power  to  appoint 
to  special  objects;  and  by  the  term  ''exercised  to  a 
limited  extent"  must  be  meant  exercised  infavotar  of  spe- 
cial objects.  If  such  be  not  the  sense  in  which  it  is  in- 
tended to  employ  those  terms,  I  have  failed  to  apprehend 
the  argument.  The  children,  then,  in  whose  favour  the 
appointment  is  made,  are  thus  assumed  to  be  special  ob^ 
jects.  Special  objects  of  what  ?  Not  special  objects  cf 
the  power  ;  for  if  that  were  so,  the  power  would  not  be  a 
general,  but  a  special  power.    The  only  sense  in  which 
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they  can  be  called  special  objects  is.  that  as  the  settlement , 
gives  them  an  interest  in  default  of  appointment,  they  are 
80  fiir,  and  to  the  extent  of  that  interest^  special  objects 
(fftke  settlement,  if  the  power  be  not  exercised.  But  the 
wttlement  itself  provides  that  the  very  interest  in  respect 
of  which  alone  they  are  to  be  regarded  as  special  objects 
of  the  settlement  will  be  destroyed  if  the  power  be  exer* 
dsed ;  and  they  are  not  special  objects  quoad  the  appoint- 
ment  to  be  made  in  exercising  it,  because  the  appointment 
may  be  made  in  favour  of  any  object  whatever,  without 
nstriction.* 


1853. 


The  fourth  point  insisted  upon  by  the  appointees  is, 
dttt  the  equitable  principle  in  &vour  of  creditors  does 
not  apply  to  the  case  where  the  appointor  is  a  married 
iroman,  because  she  cannot  contract  debts,  and  the  ap* 
pointed  property  does  not,  by  the  effect  of  the  appoint- 
ment, become  settled  to  her  separate  nse.  This  argument 
renders  it  necessary  that  I  should  consider  the  question 
whether  a  married  woman,  who,  by  the  fixed  general 
rale  of  law  is  incapable  of  contracting  debts,  is  regarded 
by  Courts  of  Equity  as  being  to  any,  and  what  extent, 
capable  of  so  doing. 


Although,  from  an  early  period,  Courts  of  Equity  had 
10  far  departed  from  the  settled  rules  of  law  with  respect 
to  a  feme  covert^  as  to  admit  of  property  being  settled  in 
trost  for  her  separate  use,  and  had  established  the  prin- 
ciple that,  with  respect  to  the  property  so  settled,  she 
should  be  considered  a  feme  sole,  quoad  the  capacity  of 
enjojping  and  the  capacity  of  disposing  of  that  property, 
it  is  remarkable  how  long  and  steadily  they  refused  to 
grant  to  her  the  other  capacity  of  a  feme  sole,  that  of 
contracting  debts.  It  might  very  reasonably  be  consi- 
dered that  consistency  required  that  she  should  have  that 
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capacity  to  the  same  limited  extenU  to  which  she  was 
constituted  a  feme  sole ;  although  to  have  exteaded  her 
capacity  of  contracting  debts  beyond  that  limit  would 
have  been  clearly  a  violation  of  all  principle.     But  so 
deeply  were  Courts  of  Equity  impressed  with  the  pro- 
priety of  adhering  to  the  rule  of  law  by  which  a  married 
woman  is  incapable  of  contracting  a  debt,  that   they 
would  not  recognize  in  her  the  capacity  of  doing  so  at 
all|  not  even  to  the  same  limited  extent  to  which  they 
had  constituted  her  a  feme  sole.    After  a  time,  however, 
being  pressed  by  the  injustice  of  allowing  her,  after 
having  deliberately  and  solemnly  entered  into  an  engage- 
ment for  the  payment  of  money,  to  continue  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  her  separate  property  without  paying  her  credi- 
tors, the  Courts  at  first  ventured  so  far  as  to  hold,  that  if 
she  made  a  contract  for  payment  of  money  by  a  written 
instrument  with  a  certain  degree  of  formality  and  solem- 
nity, as  by  a  bond  under  her  hand  and  seal,  in  that  case  the 
property  settled  to  her  separate  use  should  be  made  liable 
to  the  payment  of  it ;  and  this  principle  (if  principle  it 
could  be  called)  was  subsequently  extended  to  instru- 
ments of  a  less  formal  character,  as  a  bill  of  exchange  or 
promissory  note,  and  ultimately  to  any  written  instru- 
ment.    But  still  the  Courts  refused  to  extend  it  to  a  ver- 
bal agreement  or  other  common  assumpsit,  and  even,  as 
to  those  more  formal  engagements  which  they  did  hold 
to  be  payable  out  of  the  separate  estate,  they  struggled 
against  the  notion  of  their  being  regarded  as  debts,  and, 
for  that  purpose,  they  invented  reasons  to  justify  the  ap- 
plication of  the  separate  estate  to  their  payment,  without 
recognizing  them  as  debts  or  letting  in  verbal  contracts. 
One  suggestion  was,  that  the  act  of  disposing  of  or 
charging  separate  estate  by  a  married  woman  was  in 
reality  the  execution  of  a  power  of  appointment,  and  that  a 
formal  and  solemn  instrument  in  writing  would  operate  as 
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an  execution  of  the  power,  which  a  mere  assumpsit  would 
not  do.  The  fallacy  of  this  reason  has  been  repeatedly 
exposed;  and  it  has  been  truly  observed,  1st,  that  it 
confounds  two  things  which  are  quite  distinct  in  their 
nature,  power  and  separate  use ;  2ndly,  that  even  sup- 
posing the  act  of  disposing  of  separate  estate  by  a  mar- 
ried woman  to  be  regarded  as  the  execution  of  a  power, 
the  reason  assigned  violated  the  principle  long  established 
with  respect  to  powers,  that  a  power  could  not  be  executed 
by  an  instrument  which  did  not  refer  either  to  the  power 
itself  or  to  the  property  which  was  the  subject  of  it ;  and 
Srdly,  that  if  there  be  several  of  such  instruments,  and 
they  are  to  be  regarded  as  successive  executions  of  a 
power,  the  appointees  would  rank  in  the  order  of  the 
dates  of  the  appointments,  whereas  it  is  held,  that 
where  the  persons  claiming  under  such  instruments  are 
let  in  upon  the  separate  property  of  the  party  executing 
them,  they  must  stand  pari  passu.  Another  reason 
suggested  was,  that  as  a  married  woman  has  the  right 
and  capacity  specifically  to  charge  her  separate  estate, 
the  execution  by  her  of  a  formal  written  instrument  must 
be  held  to  indicate  an  intention  to  create  such  special 
charge,  because  otherwise  it  could  not  have  any  opera- 
tion. To  this  it  has  been  (as,  I  think,  conclusively)  an- 
swered, 1st,  that  the  same  reason  would  apply  with  pre- 
cisely equal  force  to  any,  even  a  verbal,  assumpsit  or 
promise ;  2nd1y,  that  it  was  against  all  principle  that  a 
specific  charge  on  any  given  property  should  be  created 
by  an  instrument  which  did  not  contain  the  slightest 
reference  to  that  property ;  and  Srdly,  the  last  of  the 
before-mentioned  objections  to  a  written  contract  by  a 
feme  covert  being  treated  as  the  execution  of  a  power, 
applies  equally  to  its  being  treated  as  a  specific  charge ; 
for  if  it  were  a  specific  charge,  the  persons  in  whose 
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favour  such  charges  were  made,  must  rank  in  the  order 
of  theu*  successive  charges,  and  not  pari  passu. 

The  inconsistency  of  drawing  this  distinction  between 
the  different  engagements  of  a  married  woman  having  sepa* 
rate  estate,  with  reference  to  the  differents  forms  in  which 
they  are  contracted,  together  with  the  unsatisfactory  cha- 
racter of  the  reasons  assigned  to  justify  such  distinction,  has 
forced  itself  more  and  more  on  the  attention  of  successive 
judges ;  and  a  growing  tendency  has  been  manifested  to 
adopt  a  more  consistent  view,  by  holding,  1st,  that  to  the 
same  extent  to  which  a  married  woman  is,  by  Courts  of 
Equity,  constituted  a  feme  sole,  with  respect  to  the  caps- 
city  of  enjoying  and  the  capacity  of  disposing  of  pro- 
perty, she  ought  also  to  be  regarded  as  a  feme  sole  with 
respect  to  the  capacity  of  contracting  debts,  or  eDgig^ 
ments  in  the  nature  of  debts ;  and  Sndly,  as  a  coroUary 
of  the  former,  that  all  such  debts  or  engagements  should 
stand  on  the  same  footing  in  whatever  form  contracted. 
I  refer  to  the  observations  of  Sir  Thomas  Plumer,  Master 
of  the  Rolls,  in  Clinton  v.  WiOes,  mentioned  in  a  note  to 
1  Sugd.  Pow,  (a),  those  of  Lord  Brougham,  in  Murray 
V.  Barlie  (6),  and  particularly  to  those  of  Lord  CotteH- 
ham,  in  Owens  v.  DicHnson  (c).     In  the  latter  case.  Lord 
Cottenham,  after  showing  that  the  reasons  formerly  as- 
signed for  making  the  separate  property  of  a  married 
woman  liable  to  her  written  engagements,  vi^.,  that  they 
should  be  r^arded  as  executions  of  a  power,  or  as  spe- 
cific charges,  were  not  tenable,  proceeds  in  these  words : 
'^Tbe  view  taken  of  the  matter  by  Lord  T%urlaw  in 
Hulme  V.  TenaiU  is  more  correct.    According  to  that 
view,  the  separate  proper^  of  a  married  woman,  being  a 


(a)  Page  206. 

(6)  3  Myl.  &  K.  209. 


(c)  1  Craig  &  Ph.  4«. 
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creature  of  equity,  it  follows  that,  if  she  has  a  power  to 
deal  with  it,  she  has  the  other  power  incident  toprcperty 
in  general,  namely,  the  power  of  contracting  debts  to  be 
paid  out  of  it;  and,  inasmuch  as  her  creditors  have  not 
the  means  at  law  of  compelling  payment  of  those  debts, 
a  Court  of  Equity  takes  upon  itself  to  give  eflfect  to  them, 
not  as  personal  liabilities,  but  by  laying  hold  of  the  sepa- 
rate property  as  the  only  means  by  which  they  can  be 
satisfied."  And  in  a  subsequent  passage  he  says,  ''  I 
observe  that,  in  Clinton  v.  Willes,  Sir  nomas  Plumer 
suggested  a  doubt  whether  it  was  necessary  they  should 
be  secured  by  writing;  and  it  certainly  seems  strange 
that  there  should  be  any  difference  between  a  contract  in 
writing,  when  no  statute  requires  it  to  be  in  writing,  and 
a  verbal  promise  to  pay.  It  is  an  artificial  distinction 
not  recognized  in  any  other  case.  On  that  point,  how- 
ever, I  give  no  opinion  at  present" 


1855. 


It  may,  therefore,  I  think,  be  considered  to  be  now 
the  doctrine  of  this  Court,  that  the  engagements  and  con- 
tracts of  a  married  woman  having  property  settled  to  her 
separate  use,  at  least  such  of  them  as  are  in  writing,  are  to 
be  regarded  as  debts,  or  in  the  nature  of  debts,  and  that 
her  proper^  so  settled  is  liable  to  the  payment  of  them 
as  such,  and  that  this  principle  is  entirely  founded  on  the 
doctrine  of  Courts  of  Equity,  by  which  she  is  constituted 
a  feme  sole  as  to  that  separate  fvopetty.  It  has  not  yet, 
indeed,  been  made  the  subject  of  positive  decision  that 
the  principle  embraces  her  verbal  engagements  or  cases 
of  common  assumpsit ;  and,  in  the  seventh  edition  of  Lord 
St.  Leonards*  work  on  Powers,  published  in  1845  (a),  his 
lordship  observes  (though  without  referring  to  Murray 
V.  Barlie  or  Owenz  v.  Dickenson)  that  the  prevailing 
opinion  then  was,  that  her  separate  estate  was  not  liable 
(a)  1  Sugd.  Pow.  206. 
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to  general  demands  upon  her.  Considering,  however, 
the  opinions  I  have  referred  to,  and  the  reason  of  the 
thing,  I  think  it  very  probable  that  when  that  question 
arises  for  decision,  it  will  be  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

I  must  observe,  however,  that  a  contract  for  the  pay- 
ment of  money  made  by  a  married  woman  having  sepa- 
rate estate,  though  called  a  debt,  is  only  a  debt  suh  modo. 
When  compared  with  the  debt  of  a  feme  sole  or  a  man, 
it  lacks  most  of  the  qualities  of  a  debt.  It  cannot  be  en- 
forced against  her  person  either  at  law  or  in  equity :  even 
in  a  Court  of  Equity  it  cannot  be  enforced  against  pro- 
perty, real  or  personal,  held  generally  in  trust  for  her; 
and  though  she  is  of  course  a  necessary  party  to  a  suit 
to  enforce  it  as  against  property  held  in  trust  for  her 
separate  use,  the  suit  must  be  against  the  trustees  in 
whom  that  property  is  vested ;  and  the  decree  cannot  go 
against  her  to  pay  it,  but  only  against  the  trustees  to 
compel  them  to  pay  it  out  of  the  separate  estate.  If  she 
should  survive  her  husband,  although  the  creditors  may 
have  the  right  in  equity  still  to  enforce  the  payment  of 
the  debts  contracted  during  coverture  out  of  any  remain- 
ing estate  or  interest  which  was  settled  to  her  separate 
use,  yet  her  person  and  her  general  property  remain  as 
completely  exempt  as  before  from  all  liability,  and  she 
could  not  be  sued  for  it  at  law,  notwithstanding  her 
having  become  discovert. 


But  in  whatever  sense  the  contracts  or  engagements 
for  the  payment  of  money,  entered  into  by  a  married 
woman  having  separate  estate,  may  be  called  debts,  or 
to  whatever  extent  they  possess  the  characteristics  of 
proper  debts,  this  at  least  appears  to  me  pefectly  clear, — 
that  as  her  capacity  to  contract  them  exists  only  by 
reason  of  her  being,  to  a  certain  limited  extent,  clothed 
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by  Courts  of  Equity  with  the  character  of  a  feme  sole, 
their  eflScacy  as  debts  must  be  confined  within  the  same 
limits  which  circumscribe  her  character  of  a  feme  sole ; 
that  isy  within  the  limits  of  the  particular  property  which 
is  expressly  settled  in  trust  for  her  separate  use.  To 
give  effect  to  them  as  debts  to  the  extent  of  those  limits, 
would  be  consistent  with  the  principle  upon  which  she 
is  constituted  a  feme  sole,  and  rendered  capable  of  con- 
tracting them ;  to  give  effect  to  them  ^beyond  those  limits, 
would  be  a  violation  of  all  principle.  Is  then  a  married 
woman,  in  the  view  of  Courts  of  Equity,  a  feme  sole 
with  respect  to  a  general  power  of  appointment  of  which 
she  is  the  donee  ?  Or,  to  express  the  same  question  in 
different  words,  is  a  married  woman  held,  even  by  Courts 
of  Equity,  to  possess  the  capacity  of  executing  an  ex- 
press power  of  appointment,  on  the  ground  that  the 
property  comprised  in  the  power  stands  settled  to  her 
separate  use  ?  Clearly  not.  The  capacity  of  a  married 
woman  to  execute  a  power  of  appointment,  and  to  ap- 
point the  property  which  is  the  subject  of  the  power,  is 
not  the  creature  of  Courts  of  Equity,  but  is  equally  re- 
cognized by  Courts  of  Law,  and  was  so  before  the  doc- 
trine of  separate  use  was  established.  Thus  (to  put  the 
case  of  a  legal  power),  if  real  estate  be  limited  to  the  use 
of  A.  for  life,  with  remainder  to  such  uses  as  B.,  a  mar- 
ried woman,  shall  by  deed  or  will  appoint,  a  Court  of 
Law,  which  knows  nothing  about  separate  estate,  holds 
her  capable  (though  a  married  woman)  of  executing  this 
power,  and  gives  effect  to  the  estates  created  by  her 
execution  of  it.  And  so  it  does,  if  the  estate  be  limited 
to  the  use  of  trustees,  during  the  life  of  a  married  woman, 
in  trust  for  her  separate  use,  with  remainder  to  such  uses 
as  she  shall  by  deed  or  will  appoint.  And  it  makes  no 
difference  whether  the  limitation  in  default  of  appoint- 
ment is  to  herself  or  to  a  stranger.    And  so  when  the 
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equitable  interest  in  any  property,  of  which  the  legal 
estate  is  vested  in  trustees,  is  limited  to  such  persons 
and  for  such  purposes  as  a  married  woman  shall  by  deed 
or  will,  or  by  will  alone,  appoint,  although  a  Court  of 
Equity  can  alone  take  cognizance  of  it,  as  being  matter 
of  trust,  that  Court  recognizes  and  maintains  her  capacity 
to  exercise  such  power,  and  gives  effect  to  the  estates 
and  interests  created  by  her  execution  of  it,  not  by  virtue 
of,  or  with  reference  to,  the  doctrine  of  separate  use,  or 
any  other  doctrine  peculiar  to  equity,  but  simply  because 
in  this  respect  equity  follows  the  law,  and  does,  with 
respect  to  the  equitable  estate,  just  what  a  Court  of  Law 
would  do  if  the  power  was  a  legal  one.  Thus,  if  pro- 
perty be  vested  in  trustees,  in  trust  during  the  life  of  a 
married  woman  to  pay  the  income  to  her  for  her  separate 
use,  and  after  her  death  in  trust  for  such  persons  and  in 
such  manner  as  she  shall  by  will  appoint,  although  a 
Court  of  Equity  deals  with  the  life  estate  with  reference 
to  its  own  peculiar  doctrine  of  separate  use  in  a  married 
woman,  giving  her  the  power  or  capacity  to  dispose  of 
the  life  interest  as  if  she  were  a  feme  sole,  yet  with  re- 
spect to  the  remainder  from  and  after  her  death,  it  does 
not  deal  with  that  on  the  footing  of  any  such  doctrine ; 
it  does  not  regard  the  power  as  a  trust  for  her  separate 
use,  nor  does  it  recognize  her  capacity  to  exercise  it  on 
the  ground  that  she  is  constituted  a  feme  sole  in  respect 
of  it ;  but  it  holds  her  to  be  capable  of  executing  the 
power,  and  gives  effect  to  the  estates  and  interests  created 
by  its  execution,  upon  the  same  grounds  and  principles 
as  govern  Courts  of  Law  with  respect  to  legal  powers. 
In  fact,  it  treats  the  matter  with  respect  to  the  remainder, 
which  is  the  subject  of  the  power,  exactly  as  it  would  do 
if  the  trust  of  the  life  estate,  instead  of  being  declared 
to  be  for  her  separate  use,  was  expressed  to  be  for  the 
married  woman  generally,  without  any  mention  of  sepa- 
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rate  use ;  or  as  it  would  do  if  the  trust  of  the  life  estate 
was  declared  in  favour  of  a  third  person.  It  is  true  that 
a  general  power  of  appointment,  given  to  a  married 
woman,  enables  her  to  dispose  of  the  property  by  her 
own  sole  and  separate  act,  independently  of  her  husband; 
and  in  that  one  point  it  bears  a  resemblance  to  a  trust 
for  her  separate  use ;  but  it  is  not  on  that  account  the 
same  thing  as  a  trust  for  her  separate  use.  Indeed,  how 
can  it  be  the  same  thing  as  a  trust  for  her  separate  use, 
when  a  Court  of  Law,  which  is  a  perfect  stranger  to  the 
doctrine  of  separate  use  in  a  married  woman,  recognizes 
it,  if  the  power  be  a  legal  one,  and  enables  her  to  exercise  it 
as  fully  and  efiectually  as  a  Court  of  Equity.  In  truth,  the 
difference  between  a  trust  for  the  separate  use  of  a  married 
woman,  and  a  power  of  appointment  given  to  a  married 
woman,  is  neither  more  or  less  than  the  well  established 
difference  between  property  and  power.  The  former  is 
her  property,  with  the  incidents  of  property ;  the  latter 
is  merely  a  power,  and  not  her  property.  It  stands  in 
that  respect  upon  precisely  the  same  footing  as  the  case 
of  a  feme  sole  having  a  life  estate,  with  a  general  power  of 
appointment  over  the  reversion  or  remainder  by  her  will. 
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It  will  be  observed  that  the  foregoing  observations 
have  reference  to  the  case  where  the  power  affects  the 
reversion,  while  the  trust  for  separate  use  affects  the  life 
estate ;  that  is,  where  the  estate  or  interest  which  is  the 
subject  of  the  power  is  different  from  that  which  is  the 
subject  of  the  trust  for  separate  use.  But  the  same  dis- 
tinction between  a  power  and  a  trust  for  separate  use 
equally  exists  where  the  same  estate  or  interest  is  the 
subject  of  both.  If  property  is  vested  in  trustees  in  trust 
during  the  life  of  a  married  woman  to  pay  the  income  to 
such  persons  as  she  shall  appoint,  and  in  default  of  ap- 
pointment to  pay  the  income  to  her  for  her  separate  use 

o2 


188 


CASES    IN    CHANCERY. 


1853. 


(which  is  a  commoD  form  of  settlement),  there  are  both 
an  express  power  of  appointment  and  a  trust  for  a  sepa- 
rate use,  affecting  the  same  life  estate ;  and  yet  they  are 
quite  distinct.  This  is  strongly  illustrated  by  the  cases 
of  Barrymore  v.  Ellis  {a\  and  Brown  v.  Bamford(b\ 
and  on  appeal  (c).  In  the  former  case,  on  the  marriage 
of  Lady  Barrymore^  a  widow,  with  Mr.  Williams^  an 
annuity  of  300/.,  to  which  the  lady  was  entitled  for  her 
life,  was  assigned  to  trustees,  upon  trust,  during  the  joint 
lives  of  the  husband  and  wife,  to  pay  the  annuity  to  such 
persons  and  for  such  purposes  as  she  should  by  writing 
under  her  hand  appoint,  but  so  as  not  to  deprive  herself 
of  the  benefit  thereof  by  sale  or  other  anticipation ;  with 
a  declaration  that  the  receipts  of  Lady  Barrymorej  or  of 
any  person  to  be  by  her  appointed  to  receive  the  same, 
should  be  sufiicient  discharges  to  the  trustees;  and  in 
default  of  appointment  to  pay  the  same  to  her  for  her 
own  sole  and  separate  use.  The  Vice-Chancellor  held 
that  the  clause  against  anticipation  attached  to  the  power, 
and  not  to  the  trust  for  her  separate  use;  and  that, 
although  she  could  not  make  a  valid  appointment  by 
way  of  anticipation  by  an  execution  of  the  power,  she 
could  make  a  valid  assignment  by  way  of  anticipation  by 
virtue  of  the  right  of  disposition  inherent  in  the  trust  for 
her  separate  use ;  thus  clearly  recognizing  the  distinction 
between  the  power  and  the  trust  for  separate  use. 


In  the  latter  case,  leaseholds  and  stock  were  bequeathed 
to  trustees,  in  trust,  during  the  life  of  a  married  woman, 
to  pay  the  rents  and  dividends  to  such  persons,  and  fo^ 
such  purposes,  as  she  by  writing  under  her  hand,  whe|v 
and  as  the  same  should  become  due,  but  not  by  way  ^|. 


(a)  8  Sim.  I. 
{h)  II  Sim.  127. 


(c)  1  Phil.  620. 
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assignment,  charge  or  anticipation,  should  appoint;  and 
in  default  of  appointment  into  her  proper  hands,  for  her 
sole  and  separate  use;  for  which  purpose  the  testator 
directed  that  her  receipts  in  writing  should  be  good  and 
sufficient  discharges  to  the  trustees  for  the  said  rents 
and  dividends.  Here  the  language  of  the  trust  for 
the  separate  use  was  different  to  that  in  Barrymore 
V.  EUls;  but  the  Vice-Chancellor  held  that  it  came 
within  the  principle  of  that  case,  and  decided  accordingly. 


185S. 


On  appeal,  the  Lord  Chancellor  at  first  expressed  an 
opinion  in  favour  of  the  Vice-Chancellor's  judgment;  but 
he  afterwards  directed  the  case  to  be  reargued,  and  then 
came  to  a  different  conclusion ;  but  so  far  from  doubting 
the  principle  oi  Barrymore  v.  Ellis,  he  clearly  recognized 
it,  but  thought  that  it  did  not  apply  to  the  case  before 
him.  He  says  in  his  judgment,  **  His  Honor  considered 
that  the  case  came  within  the  principle  of  Barrymore  v. 
Ellis,  viz. : — ^that  where  a  limited  power  of  appointment 
is  created,  and  in  default  of  the  execution  of  such  power 
the  estate  is  given  generally  to  the  same  person,  it  is 
competent  to  the  donee  to  dispose  of  the  estate  without 
regard  to  the  power ;  the  execution  of  which  he  is  at 
liberty  to  waive  or  abandon.  The  question  is  not  how- 
ever as  to  the  principle  so  stated,  but  as  to  the  application 
of  it  to  the  present  case.  I  think  it  has  no  such  applica- 
tion;" and  he  held  that  the  restriction  against  anticipation 
extended  to  the  whole  gift. 


These  cases  clearly  recognize  that  a  power  of  appoint- 
ment given  to  a  married  woman,  and  a  trust  for  her  sepa- 
rate Use,  are  perfectly  distinct,  even  when  they  affect  the 
same  estate  or  interest;  a  fortiori,  they  are  perfectly  dis- 
tluct  ^%^hen  the  trust  for  separate  use  affects  only  the  life 
estate,  and  the  power  affects  only  the  reversion. 
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And  as  a  power  of  appointment  given  to  a  married 
woman  is  altogether  different  in  its  nature  from  a  trust 
for  her  separate  use,  so  her  execution  of  the  power  has 
not  the  effect  of  creating  a  trust  for  her  separate  use. 
No  doubt  if  she  has  a  power  of  appointing  by  deed,  she 
may,  if  she  pleases,  in  executing  that  power,  expressly 
appoint  the  property  to  trustees  in  trust  for  her  own  se- 
parate use ;  but  unless  she  does  so,  the  exercise  of  the 
power  cannot  have  any  such  effect.  If  she  appoints  the 
property  in  favour  of  certain  objects,  and  for  their  benefit, 
by  what  conceivable  process  are  they  converted  into  trus- 
tees for  her  separate  use?  A  fortiori,  if  the  power  only 
authorizes  an  appointment  by  will  of  the  reversionary 
interest  expectant  upon  her  own  death,  it  seems  quite 
incomprehensible  how  the  execution  of  that  power  by  her 
will  should  have  the  effect  of  bringing  about  a  settlement 
of  the  property  affer  her  death  in  trust  for  her  separate 
use.  And  if  not,  how  can  it  be  applied  in  payment  of 
her  debts,  or  engagements  in  the  nature  of  debts,  to  the 
payment  of  which  nothing  is  applicable  but  such  estate 
or  interest  as  is  expressly  settled  in  trust  for  her  separate 
use. 


The  propriety  of  the  conclusion  that  the  creditors  of  a 
married  woman  have  no  right  to  resort  for  payment  to 
property  appointed  by  her  will  under  an  express  power, 
seems  to  me  to  derive  no  slight  illustration  from  this  con- 
sideration. In  the  case  of  a  man  executing  a  general 
power  of  appointment  by  will,  even  though  it  be  only  a 
power  over  the  equitable  interest,  a  Court  of  Equity  will 
not  have  recourse  to  the  appointed  property  for  payment 
of  his  debts,  until  all  his  own  property,  real  as  well  as  per- 
sonal, legal  as  well  as  equitable,  and  whether  specifically 
devised  and  bequeathed  or  not,  has  been  first  exhausted 
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by  the  creditors.  The  appointed  property,  in  respect  of 
its  liability  to  his  debts,  stands  as  it  were  behind  the 
shelter  and  protection  of  that  property  of  which  he  is  the 
owner.  But  if  it  be  held  that  in  case  of  a  married  woman 
executing  a  general  power  of  appointment  by  will,  her 
creditors  have  a  right  to  resort  to  the  appointed  property, 
it  is  impossible  to  do  this  justice  to  her  appointee ;  for 
whatever  property,  real  or  personal,  belongs  to  her,  not 
being  settled  to  her  separate  use,  is  entirely  exempt  from 
all  liability  to  her  debts.  Even  though  it  be  trust  pro- 
perty, a  Court  of  Equity  cannot  touch  it  to  pay  her  cre- 
ditors. So  that  her  heir  as  to  any  freehold  property  held 
generally  in  trust  for  her,  and  her  husband  as  to  her 
leaseholds  and  other  personalty,  would,  on  her  death, 
liold  those  several  estates  free  from  her  debts,  while  the 
appointee  under  her  will  made  in  execution  of  an  express 
power  would  have  his  appointed  estate  taken  from  him 
to  pay  those  debts.  It  appears  to  me  contrary  to  all 
reason  and  justice  that  the  creditors  of  a  married  woman, 
whose  capacity  to  contract  general  debts  is  hardly  yet 
fully  recognized  even  by  Courts  of  Equity  to  the  extent 
of  property  settled  in  trust  for  her  separate  use,  and  is 
utterly  ignored  by  Courts  of  Law,  should  have  a  better 
right  to  resort  to  property  appointed  by  her  will  under 
an  express  power,  than  they  would  have  if  their  debtor 
was  a  man,  who  is  of  course  competent  to  contract  debts 
without  any  limit  or  restriction. 


1853. 


No  case  can  be  found  in  which  the  Court  has  applied 
the  property  appointed  by  the  will  of  a  married  woman 
in  exercise  of  a  power  to  the  payment  of  her  debts.  But 
a  case  of  Hughes  v.  Wells  (a)  was  cited  on  behalf  of  the 


(a)  9  Hare,  749. 
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V, 

Vander- 

8TE0EN. 


creditors,  in  which  it  is  suggested  that  Lord  Justice 
Turner,  when  Vice-Chancellor,  intimated  an  opinion  that 
the  Court  might  do  this.  If  I  found  a  deliberate  opinion 
to  that  effect  expressed  by  that  learned  judge,  it  would 
make  me  very  much  mistrust  the  soundness  of  my  own 
conclusions.  But  upon  examination  of  that  case,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  passage  in  the  Vice-Chancellor's 
judgment,  in  which  the  language  occurs  which  is  sup- 
posed to  express  such  an  opinion,  is  addressed  entirely 
to  the  question,  how  far  the  property  of  a  married  woman 
may  be  affected  by  her  acts  and  conduct  in  participating 
in  breaches  of  trust  relating  to  that  property ;  and  even 
upon  that  question  he  abstains  from  expressing  any 
decided  opinion;  and  while  discussing  it,  he  merely 
glances,  incidentally  and  in  passing,  at  the  idea  that  pos- 
sibly property  appointed  by  her  will  might  be  liable  to 
her  engagements.  But  the  question  did  not  arise  for  his 
consideration.  I  think  it  would  be  doing  an  injustice  to 
the  learned  judge  to  regard  that  case  as  an  authority  in 
favour  of  the  claim  of  the  creditors. 


Applying,  then,  the  foregoing  conclusions  to  the  case 
now  before  me,— by  the  settlement  of  1831,  Mrs.  VaugAan 
had  a  life  interest  in  the  leaseholds  and  personalty  to  her 
separate  use,  though  without  power  of  anticipation,  and 
she  had  a  general  power  of  appointment  by  will  over  the 
reversion  expectant  upon  her  own  death.  The  trust  for 
her  separate  use  affected  only  the  estate  and  interest 
during  her  life.  In  respect  of  that  life  interest  she  was 
constituted  a  feme  sole  in  the  view  of  a  Court  of  Equity ; 
and  assuming  that  she  had  the  capacity  to  contract  debts, 
as  incident  to  her  character  of  a  feme  sole,  as  her  cha- 
racter of  a  feme  sole  was  strictly  confined  to  the  life  inte- 
rest settled  in  trust  for  her  separate  use,  so  also  was  her 
capacity  to  contract  debts ;  that  is,  her  creditors  could 
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not  resort  for  payment  to  anything  but  the  life  interest. 
I  do  not  stop  to  inquire  how  far  the  proviso  against  anti- 
cipation would  oppose  an  impediment  to  their  obtaining 
relief,  because  that  question  is  quite  immaterial  to  the 
point  under  consideration.  The  reversion  which  has  now 
fallen  into  possession  by  the  death  of  Mrs.  Vaughan,  and 
is  the  subject  of  the  present  contest,  was  not  settled  in 
trust  for  her  separate  use.  She  had  only  a  general  power 
of  appointing  it  by  will ;  and  this  power  of  appointing 
the  reversion  was  no  more  a  trust  of  the  reversion  for  her 
separate  use,  than  if  she  had  no  life  interest  at  all  under 
the  settlement.  Nor  did  her  execution  of  the  power  cre- 
ate any  estate  or  interest  for  her  separate  use.  And  as 
her  creditors  have  no  right,  even  in  equity,  to  resort  to 
any  estate  or  interest  except  such  as  is  settled  upon  an 
express  trust  for  her  separate  use,  they  cannot  come 
upon  the  reversion  which  is  not  settled  in  trust  for  her 
separate  use ;  and  it  is  therefore  impossible  to  apply  to 
this  case  the  same  rule  of  equity  which  is  applied  to  the 
case  of  a  man  or  a  feme  sole,  exercising  a  general  power 
of  appointment,  and  make  the  appointed  property  avail- 
able for  the  payment  of  her  debts. 


1853. 


It  was  suggested,  in  the  course  of  the  argument,  that 
Oates*8  debt,  having  regard  to  the  special  circumstances 
under  which  it  was  contracted,  ought  to  be  held  to  stand 
in  a  better  situation  than  the  other  debts,  with  respect  to 
the  claim  to  obtain  payment  out  of  the  appointed  pro- 
perty. I  am  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  ground  for 
making  any  such  distinction. 


Another  question  was  raised  by  one  of  the  learned 
counsel,  though  not  much  insisted  on,  namely,  whether 
Mrs.  Vaughan's  will  might  not  be  held  to  operate  as  an 
execution  of  the  power  of  appointment  contained  in  the 
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settlement  of  1842.  Without  entering  upon  the  question 
whether  a  power  of  appointment  can  be  executed  by  a 
will  made  before  the  existence  of  the  power,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  Mrs.  VaugharCs  will  was  altogether  revoked 
by  her  marriage  with  Lord  Dunboyne^  except  only  so  far 
as  it  was  made  in  execution  of  the  power  of  appointment 
created  by  the  settlement  of  1831,  as  to  the  leaseholds 
and  other  personal  property  comprised  in  that  settlement; 
and  therefore  it  cannot  operate  as  an  execution  of  any 
power  contained  in  the  settlement  of  184S  (a). 


The  53rd  sect. 
ofthel5&16 
Vict.  c.  86,  has 
no  application 
after  decree ; 
nor  before  de- 
cree, for  bring- 
ing new  parties 
before  the 
Court;  but  only 
for  bringing  for- 
ward new  facts 
between  the 
same  parties. 
If  new  parties 
are  to  be 
brought  before 
the  Court,  there 
must  be  a  sup- 
plemental bill. 


COMMERELL  v.  HALL. 
SAME  V.  BLOOMFIELD. 

IN  this  case  the  testator,  John  William  Commerellj  by 
his  will,  dated  the  13th  May,  1845,  devised  and  be- 
queathed his  residuary  real  and  personal  estates  unto 
and  between  such  of  his  grandchildren,  the  Defendants 
William  Augustus  Commerell  and  Henrietta  Sophia 
Bloomfield  (then  Henrietta  Sophia  Commerell\  and  the 
Plaintiff  John  Edmund  Commerell,  as  should  live  to 
attain  the  age  of  twenty-five  years. 

On  the  22ni  December,  1847,  the  testator  died. 

On  the  26th  May,  1848,  the  original  bill  was  filed  for 
the  administration  of  his  estate.     The  Defendant,  Hen- 


(a)  Some  time  afler  the 
above  judgment  was  deli- 
vered, on  the  cause  being 
spoken  to,  the  attention  of 
the  Court  was  drawn  to  the 


case  of  Stead  v.  Clay  (4  Russ. 
550),  and  to  another  case  (not 
reported).  The  Vice-Chan- 
cellor took  time  to  consider 
the  effect  of  these  cases. 
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rietia  Sophia  CommertU,  having  married  the  Defendant, 
F.  G.  BloomfiM,  and  a  child,  the  Defendant  Arabella 
Edith  Conmerell^  having  been  born  of  such  marriage, 
and  the  Defendant  William  Augustus  QmmereU  having 
married  the  Defendant  Maria  CommereUy  a  supplemental 
bill  was  filed  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  such  child  and 
the  newly  married  wives  and  the  trustees  of  their  respec- 
tive marriage  settlements  before  the  Court. 

On  the  8th  February,  1850,  a  decree  was  made  in 
both  the  suits.  A  separate  report  had  been  since  made 
under  the  decree  as  to  debts  and  legacies,  but  the  Master 
liad  not  yet  made  his  general  report.  Orders  had  also 
been  made  for  division  of  portions  of  the  fund  according 
to  the  interests  of  the  parties  entitled. 

The  Defendants  Henrietta  Sophia  Bloamfield  and 
William  Augustus  Commerell  respectively  attained  their 
age  of  twenty-five  years  some  time  since. 

Since  the  decree,  two  other  children  had  been  bom  of 
the  marriage  of  the  Defendants  F.  O.  Bloamfield  and 
Hetarieita  Sophia  Bloamfield. 

The  Plaintiff  had  married,  and  a  settlement  had  been 
made,  by  which  his  share  in  the  testator's  residuary  real 
and  personal  estate  had  been  conveyed  to  trustees,  upon 
trust,  in  case  of  the  Plaintiff's  attaining  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  to  raise  a  sum  of  15,000/.,  and  hold  the  same  on 
the  usual  trusts  for  the  husband  and  wife  for  their  re- 
spective lives,  and  afterwards  for  the  children  of  the  mar- 
riage, with  powers  of  maintenance  and  education,  and 
subject  to  the  raising  such  sum,  in  trust  for  the  Plaintiff 
absolutely. 


1854. 
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COMMERELL 
V, 

Hall. 

Same 

V. 

Bloomfield. 


The  Plaintiff  had,  since  the  execution  of  the  setde- 
menty  attained  his  age  of  twenty-five  years. 

For  the  purpose  of  placing  these  facts  before  the  Court, 
and  obtaining  a  supplemental  order  or  decree  against  the 
newly-born  children  of  the  Defendants  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bloomfield^  the  wife  of  the  Plaintiff  and  the  trustees  of 
the  settlement,  it  was  proposed  (with  a  view  to  saving  the 
expense  and  length  of  a  supplemental  bill)  to  file  a  state- 
ment under  the  53rd  section  of  the  15  &  16  Vict,  c  86, 
and  the  44th  Order  of  August  7th,  185S.  It  being  under- 
stood that  the  record  and  writ  clerks  objected  to  file 
such  statement  without  the  sanction  of  the  Court,  on  the 
ground  that  the  above  sections  of  the  acts  and  orders,  do 
not  apply  to  cases  where  a  decree  has  been  made,  the 
case  was  stated  to  the  Court. 


Mr.  Hetherington  appeared  on  the  application. 

On  the  20th  February  the  Vice-Chancellor  said  he 
had  conferred  with  the  other  judges  of  the  Court,  and 
they  all  concurred  in  the  opinion  that  the  63rd  section  of 
the  15  &  16  Vict.  cap.  86,  did  not  apply  after  decree. 
Nor  did  it  apply  before  decree,  to  bringing  new  parties 
before  the  Court,  but  only  to  the  statement  of  new  facts 
between  the  same  parties.  When  it  was  desired  to  bring 
new  parties  before  the  Court,  a  supplemental  bill  must 
be  filed. 
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28tli  Jan.  and 

21  St  Feb. 

Principal  and 
Agent. 
SMITH  V.  POCOCKE.  Solicitor  and 

Client. 

1  HIS  was  a  summons  adjourned  from  chambers.     The  A.  placed  mo- 
question  turned  on  the  claim  of  Miss  Morris  coming  in  nies  >n  the 

_.  -         ,  .  ,.      .       .         .         1      hands  of  her 

as  a  creditor  under  a  decree  in  a  creditor  s  suit  against  the  solicitor,  who 

estate  of  one Dixon,  deceased^  a  solicitor.  acted  also  for 

her  as  a  money 
scrivener,  un- 
The  material  facts,  as  they  appeared  by  the  affidavits  dertaking  to 

and  oral  examination  of  Miss  Morris,  were  as  follows : —  find  securities 

for  her.     He 
from  about  1837  down  to  the  time  of  his  death,  Mr.  Dixon  placed  the 

acted  as  the  solicitor  of  Miss  Morris  and  her  adviser  in  monies  out  on 

her  money  affairs.    She  placed  from  time  to  time  con-  ^ufitigg  njjg. " 

siderable  amounts  in  his  hands^  for  which  he  undertook  representing  to 

to  find  securities.  ^^^  their  cba- 

racter:  Held, 
that  as  against 
The  first  claim  was  in  respect  of  a  sum  of  300/.  ad-  him,  if  living, 

vanced  by  him  to  one  Russell,  on  the  security  of  some  J^^^^j^^j  ^^ 

leasehold  houses  which  were  subject  to  an  annuity  of  80/.  against  his 

to  the  mother  of  Russell;  and  he  was  entitled  to  one-sixth  estate  after  his 

-    ,  1  ,   .-  ,  .      ,  1.  L  deaihitwasnot, 

of  the  surplus  rents ;  and  if  he  survived  his  mother  to  ^  matter  for  an 

one-sixth  of  the  property  absolutely ;  but  if  he  died  during  action  for  neg- 

her  life,  leaving  children,  then  such  children  took.    At  j^^ierof  ac* 

the  time  when  the  money  was  lent,  a  policy  on  RusselVs  count  between 

life  was  effected;  but  Dixon  did  not  tell  his  client  that  pnncipal  and 
_  ,.  ,      , .    .  , .        agent,  and  the 

there  was  such  a  policy,  nor  that  his  interest  was  subject  client  had  a 

to  a  contingency.     Russell  failed.     Dixon  let  the  policy  right  to  reject 

drop.     From  time  to  time  he  paid  to  Miss  Morris  interest  dig^ursennen^s 

on  account.     He  told  her  that  on  the  death  of  RusseWs  on  the  insuffi- 

mother  she  would  be  paid.     The  average  annual  income  ^*^°*  securities. 

of  the  mortgaged  property  was  not  more  than  10/.  a  year 

during  Mrs.  RusselVs  life.     The  next  investment  com- 
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1854.  plained  of  was  2501.  to  one  Gilbert,  in  August,  1838.  It 
did  not  appear  that  at  the  time  of  taking  the  security  the 
value  was  not  sufficient.  In  1839,  Dixon  purchased  the 
equity  of  redemption ;  after  that  he  paid  the  interest  re- 
gularly. The  next  transaction  complained  of  was  the 
advance  by  Dixon  to  one  Horen  in  18S9  of  5007.  on 
some  small  leasehold  property  in  mortgage  for  4757.  to 
Dixon* 8  brother.  The  mortgage  to  Dixon* s  brother  was 
paid  off;  and  Dixon  afterwards  paid  interest  to  Miss 
Morris,  not  telling  her  the  real  nature  of  the  transacdon. 
It  appeared  moreover  that  Horen  had  never  taken  pos- 
session of  the  property  nor  even  paid  any  rent,  and  the 
ground  landlord  treated  the  lease  to  Horen  as  abandoned. 
200L  was  lent  to  Horen  on  security  equally  insufficient. 

Mr.  J.  V.  Prior ^  for  Miss  Morris. 

All  this  is  not  mere  negligence  in  an  agent;  it  is  a 
fraudulent  misapplication  of  the  client's  money  by  her 
solicitor,  who,  by  receiving  her  money  and  undertaking 
to  invest  it,  made  himself  a  trustee.  [He  cited  Blair  v. 
Bromley  (a),  Craig  v.  Watson  (b).']  These  cases  are 
authorities  for  the  position  that  Miss  Morris  might  have 
filed  her  bill  against  Dixon  if  he  were  now  living.  When 
a  client  puts  his  money  in  his  solicitor's  hands  to  find 
securities,  he  becomes  in  effect  a  trustee ;  he  is  much 
more  than  mere  solicitor.  [He  referred  also  to  Amot  v. 
Biscoe  (c) ;  JEvans  v.  BickneU  {d) ;  Btarrowes  v.  Lock  (e) ; 
Colt  V.  WoUaston  (/).]  At  law  we  could  not  proceed  by 
an  action  for  damages;   we  should  be  barred  by  the 

(a)  6  Hare,  542,  and  re-  (d)  6   Ve«.,   in  particular 

ferred  in  particular  to  pp.  556  pp.  1 82— 1 83. 

-.559.  (e)  10  Ves.  470. 

(6)  8  Beav.  427.  (/)  2  P.  Will.  154. 

(c)  1  Ves.  sen.  95. 
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Statute  of  Limitations^  and  fraud  could  not  then  be  set 
up. 

Mr.  C  Ball,  for  the  Plaintiff  in  the  suit,  represent- 
ing all  the  other  creditors. 

Fifteen  years  have  elapsed  since  the  transaction  in 
question  took  place,  and  the  solicitor,  whose  estate  it  is 
attempted  to  charge,  is  dead. 

The  case  made  by  Miss  Mcrris  is  founded  on  her 
eridence  only.  There  is  no  other  evidence  of  the  nature 
of  the  original  transaction.  Indeed  there  is  no  evidence 
of  the  monies  of  Miss  Morris  ever  having  come  to  the 
bands  of  Dixon. 

[The  case  then  stood  over  in  order  that  Miss  Morris 
might  be  cross-examined  viva  voce.  It  was  resumed  on 
the  21st  February,  when  Miss  Morris  was  examined,  but 
her  evidence  on  aflSdavit  was  not  shaken.] 

Mr.  C.  Hall  continued:  —  The  case  made  by  the 
claimant  is,  that  her  solicitor  undertook  to  find  securities 
and  to  keep  them  up;  in  fact,  that  he  was  bound  to 
guarantee  them  and  to  keep  them  up.  That  cannot  be 
the  law ;  that  may  be  the  rule  as  to  trustees,  but  this  sort 
of  case  cannot  be  put  so  high  as  that  of  trustees. 

The  learned  counsel  analysed  the  several  transac- 
tions to  show  that  there  was  at  any  rate  no  fraud  proved, 
and  that  the  securities  taken  were  not  absolutely  impro- 
per, though  not  such  as  a  cautious  man  would  have  taken. 

This,  if  anything,  is  a  case  of  negligence,  and  the  re- 
medy if  at  all  is  at  law.    But  it  is  clear  that  at  law,  as  to 
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1854.  negligence  in  an  agent,  the  statute  runs  from  the  time  of 
the  negligence,  not  of  the  discovery.  There  is  there- 
fore here  no  legal  claim.  Howell  v.  Young  (a),  Blair  v. 
Bromley  and  Craig  v.  Watson  are  very  distinguishable. 
In  those  cases  there  was  clear  trust  and  great  fraud. 
[He  referred  also  to  Tyke  v-  Webb  (J).] 

Mr.  Southgate  appeared  for  Dixon's  administrator. 
He  cited  Battley  v.  Faulkner (c);  Short  v.  McCarthy (d); 
Brown  v.  Howard  (e) ;  Whitehead  v.  Howard  {f)^  on  the 
question  of  the  statute  running  against  an  action  for  negli- 
gence. 

Mr.  Prior  replied. 

The  Vice-Chancellor  : 

As  to  two  of  these  cases,  the  advance  of  850Z.  to  Rus- 
sell and  of  500/.  and  200Z.  to  Horen,  I  feel  no  doubt. 
The  only  part  of  the  case  in  which  I  could  entertain  any 
is  the  advance  to  Gilbert, 

Taking  first  the  advance  to  Russell,  The  security  is 
a  reversionary  interest  in  Russell,  expectant  on  the  death 
of  his  mother,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  Miss  Morris 
was  made  aware  that  the  property  was  reversionary ;  but 
she  was  also  informed  that  it  was  an  ample  and  sufficient 
security ;  that  she  might  be  kept  out  oi  her  interest  during 
the  lifetime  of  Russell's  mother ;  but  that  she  might  safely 
invest  her  money  upon  it:  that  was  the  representation 
made  to  her.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  question  what 
were  the  circumstances,  as  the  matter  depends  on  trans- 

(a)  5  Barn,  k  Cress.  259.  (d)  3  Bar.  &  Aid.  626. 

(6)  U  Beav.  14.  (e)  2  Brod.  &  Bing.  73. 

(c)  S  Bar.  &  Aid.  288.  (/)  Ibid.  373. 
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actions  which  have  taken  place  personally  between  Miss 
Morris  and  Dixon,  and  as  the  evidence  of  these  rests 
entirely  on  the  allegations  of  Miss  JUorris,  it  appeared 
to  me  that  it  would  be  desirable,  and  due  to  the  interests 
of  the  other  creditors,  to  have  the  opportunity  of  exami- 
ning Miss  Morris  orally,  and,  although  that  examination 
has  not  added  much  to  the  stock  of  facts,  yet  I  am  glad 
that  it  has  taken  place ;  because  it  has  removed  the  sort 
of  hesitation  and  difiScuIty  that  one  feels  in  placing  im- 
plicit confidence  in  the  mere  affidavits  of  the  party ;  and 
the  cross-examination  of  Miss  Morris  has  satisfied  me 
that  she  has  not  stated  anything  that  she  did  not  believe 
to  be  true. 


1854. 


With  respect  then  to  the  advance  to  RusseU.  I  think 
there  is  ground  for  coming  to  this  conclusion,  that  the 
representations  made  to  Miss  Morris  were  that  the  se- 
curity was  ample  in  amount  and  certainty  for  securing 
her  advances,  though  she  was  informed  that  it  was  re- 
versionary, and  that  she  might  have  to  wait  for  her  in- 
terest ;  but  it  was  not  stated  to  her  that  its  whole  value 
depended  on  Russell  dying  leaving  children,  living  his 
mother.  That  was  not  communicated  to  her,  and  with- 
out doubt  on  these  facts  Dixon  was  liable  in  some  form 
to  Miss  Morris, 


Take  next  HoreiCs  case.  The  conclusion  at  which  I 
have  arrived  as  to  the  facts  is  this : — Dixon  had,  as  Miss 
Morris  represents,  a  great  interest  in  Horen.  Dixon* s 
brother  had  lent  to  Horen  450/.  He  had  therefore  a 
particular  interest  in  Horen.  Then,  under  his  recom- 
mendation, Miss  Morris  advanced  two  sums,  of  600/.  and 
200/.,  to  Horen,  on  what  was  represiented  to  her  to  be  a 
good  security,  she  being  wholly  ignorant  what  it  really 
was.     It  turns  out  that  as  to  the  200/.  the  security  was 
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a  piece  of  land  held  under  a  lease  for  a  term  of  forty-five 
years  and  a  quarter,  at  a  ground  rent  of  25L  a  year,  and 
subject  to  rates,  taxes,  &c.  But  on  application  for  in- 
formation being  made  to  the  ground  landlord,  it  turns  out 
that  neither  Horen  the  mortgagor,  nor  any  person  on  his 
behalf,  ever  took  possession  of  the  property,  or  ever  paid 
any  rent  for  it.  The  landlord  had  never  heard  of  any 
dealings  by  Horen  with  the  property,  and  had  considered 
and  treated  the  lease  as  abandoned.  I  am  of  opinion, 
without  any  doubt  or  hesitation,  that  as  to  that  sum  Dixon 
is  liable. 


So  as  to  the  500/.,  that  was  advanced  on  the  security 
of  leasehold  property,  as  to  part  of  which  only  six  and  a 
half  years  of  the  term  remained,  and  as  to  other  parts  of 
which  the  outgoings  are  so  great  that  the  security  is 
absolutely  worthless. 


Next,  as  to  the  money  advanced  to  GilherL  There  is 
no  direct  evidence  to  show  that  the  security  was  not  at 
the  time  of  the  advance  of  sufficient  value.  Dixon  having 
monies  of  Miss  Morris  in  his  hands,  which  he  had  under- 
taken to  advance  for  her  on  securities,  lent  it  to  Gilbert, 
and  in  his  account  charges  it  accordingly.  Prima  facte  ^ 
I  should  not  have  considered  this  case  as  standing  on  the 
same  grounds  as  the  others,  there  being  nothing  to  show 
that  the  security  was  not  originally  a  proper  security,  nor 
to  show  that  even  now  it  would  not  realize  a  sufficient 
amount.  But  then  this  takes  place  about  a  year  after. 
Dixon  himself  bought  Gilbert's  equity  of  redemption, 
and  so  became  himself  the  mortgagor,  and  he  continued 
to  pay  the  interest.  It  appears  to  me  that  under  these 
circumstances  there  was  neither  fraud  nor  negligence; 
but  Dixon  is  responsible  as  mortgagor.  In  that  character 
the  350L  is  a  good  charge  against  him. 
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Now  as  to  the  farm  in  which  IHxan  is  to  be  held  1854. 

liable,  it  has  been  argued  that  the  remedy  is  an  action 
for  damages  for  neglect ;  that  he  is  an  agent  who  has 
failed  in  bis  duty,  and  an  action  for  damages  may  be 
brought ;  but  that  the  claimant  cannot  come  into  equity ; 
and  that  if  an  action  were  brought  in  a  Court  of  Law, 
she  would  be  barred  by  the  statute.  Now  there  ia  no 
question  as  to  this  point,  that  this  being  a  proceeding  in 
effect  against  the  general  creditors  of  Dixen,  they  can  be 
in  no  different  situation  than  Dixon  himself  would  be. 
If  then  Dixon  were  living,  could  he  say,  ''You  are  suing 
in  equity.  That  is  wrong ;  your  course  is  an  action  at 
lav,  and  at  law  I  should  defeat  your  claim  by  setting  up 
the  statute  ?**  I  put  aside  the  fact  that  this  is  a  general 
administration  of  Dixon's  estate.  I  am  bound  to  regard 
the  case  as  if  Miss  Morris  had  filed  a  bill  against  Dixon. 
Now,  beyond  all  doubt,  the  facts  which  would  have  been 
stated  on  such  a  bill  are,  that  firom  1837,  or  thereabouts, 
Dixon  had  the  entire  control  of  Miss  Morris's  money 
matters.  He  had  acted  for  Miss  Morris  just  as  if  he 
had  been  her  banker ;  and  more  than  that,  he  acted  for  her 
as  her  solieitor  and  money  scrivener.  He  acted  under  a 
general  agency  to  make  investments  for  her.  That  was 
the  position  of  Dixon  as  to  Miss  Morris,  and  she  could 
have  filed  her  bill  against  him  to  account  to  her  for  all 
the  sums  of  money  belonging  to  her,  that  he  had  had  in 
his  hands.  In  taking  such  an  account,  if  Dixon  had 
charged  her  with  disbursements  of  her  money,  she  might 
without  doubt  have  resisted  it  on  the  ground  that  the 
mode  of  disbursement  was  not  within  the  scope  of  the 
authority  given  by  her.  Dixon  might  have  said  in 
answer,  **  1  have  rendered  you  accounts ;  they  have  been 
acquiesced  in  firom  time  to  time,  and  that  amounts  to  a 
stated  account.**  But  would  not  Miss  Morris  have  had 
a  right  to  surcharge  and  falsify  ?  and  if  she  had  taken 
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that  course  she  would  have  had  a  right  to  say,  that  as  to 
any  particular  item  of  charge  by  way  of  disbursement, 
such  disbursement  was  not  within  Dixon's  authority.  It 
comes  therefore  to  this,  that  it  is  a  question  of  accountbe- 
tween  Miss  Morris  and  Dixon.  Prima  fade  his  accounts 
would  be  binding ;  but  (and  I  am  regarding  Miss  Morris  s 
claim  as  if  she  had  made  it  during  Dixon's  life)  if  Miss 
Morris  had  filed  her  bill,  then  on  proof  of  the  facts  of  this 
she  might  have  surcharged  and  falsified  the  account,  case, 
by  showing  the  misrepresentations  as  to  the  investments. 


This  is  not,  then,  a  mere  legal  demand  for  damages ; 
it  is  a  question  of  items  in  an  account ;  a  question  how 
far,  under  the  circumstances,  Dixon  can  discharge  him- 
self by  the  disbursements  made  by  him. 

Without,  then,  meaning  at  all  to  dispute  the  authority 
of  the  decisions  referred  to,  as  to  the  effect  of  the  statute 
in  actions  for  damages,  in  this  Court,  when  the  question 
is  one  of  account  between  principal  and  agent,  between 
the  owner  of  money  and  his  money  scrivener,  the  statute 
does  not  apply.  Therefore,  in  both  RusselVs  and  Horen's 
case.  Miss  Morris  has  a  right  to  have  an  account  of  the 
monies  lent  on  the  securities,  struck  out  of  the  account. 
As  to  Gilberts  mortgage,  Dixon  will  be  liable  as  mort- 
gagor. 


The  order  was  in  substance  that,  as  to  RusselVs  and 
Horen's  securities,  they  should,  so  far  as  they  were  un- 
realized,' be  realized,  and  the  amount  paid  to  Miss 
Morris;  and  that  she  should  go  in  and  prove  for  the 
deficiency. 
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Evidence. 
Practice, 


Mr.  ANDERSON  and  Mr.  Collins  moved,  on  be-  On  the  exami- 

half  of  the  Plaintiff,  for  inspection  of  certain  documents.  ^^^^^^  of  wit- 

^  nesses  orally 

under  the  15  & 
In  this  case  a  special  examiner  had  been  appointed  to  ^^  ^^c^'  ^'  ^^• 
examine  witnesses  in  Scotland.     On  the  examination  of  j^      ^  j^^^^  ^i^^ 
one  of  the  witnesses  for  the  Defendant,  documents  had  hands  of  a  wit- 
been  put  into  his  hands  by  counsel  for  the  Defendant :  °^*'  ^y  *"^ 
1^  ft  1  *    1      T^  •      party  exa- 

they  were  of  three  classes: — Istly.  Documents  as  to  the  mining  him,  the 

contents  of  which  the  witness  was  examined ;  2ndly.  Do-  o^l*^";  *>de  may 

cuments  which  he  was  desired  to  look  at  to  refresh  his  ^^  document. 

memory  as  to  the  matters  on  which  he  was  examined ;  and      1.  If  the  wit- 

Srdly.  Documents  which  were  put  into  his  hands  merely  "^.®*  ?  ^'^*"  . 
^  ,  .  '^  ^  mined  upon  its 

to  prove  the  handwriting.     As  to  all  these  documents,  contents  gene- 

the  Plaintiff's  counsel  had  insisted  on  his  right  to  see  "^"^^^'^ 

them  at  the  examination.     The  examiner  had  held,  that  the  document 

as  to  the  first  class  the  Plaintiff's  counsel  had  a  right  to  is  originally 

see  them ;  as  to  the  two  other  classes  he  had  not.     The  '*'.?'*"  ^^  ^K 
'  witness  merely 

motion  was  for  liberty  to  inspect  these  two  classes  of  to  refresh  his 
documents.  memory,  ques- 

tions  are  after- 
wards put  re- 
Mr.  Anderson  referred  to  the  23rd  and  following  sec-  lating  to  its 

tions  of  the  15  &  16  Vict.  c.  86.     The  old  practice  as  to  ^^He^raav  not 

examination  of  witnesses  is  abolished ;   the  practice  is  require  to  see 

assimilated  to  that  which  prevails  at  common  law.     One       ,  document. 
4.   ,       ,  .         1      1       1      I.   1         .  1.  If  the  do- 

of  the  documents  put  into  the  hands  of  the  witness  to  cument  is  put 

refresh   his  memory  is  an  opinion  of  Mr.  Pemberton,  >»^o  the  hands 

of  the  witness 
merely  to  re- 
fresh his  memory,  and  nothing  more  is  done. 

2.  If  he  is  examined  merely' to  prove  the  handwriting. 
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1854.  taken  on  behalf  of  the  Defendant,  and  various  questions 
are  put  to  the  witness  on  facts  as  to  which  he  uses  that 
very  opinion.  Is  it  not  common  sense  that  the  party 
against  whom  that  opinion  is  taken  should  see  it?  How 
can  he  cross-examine  the  witness  in  the  matter  unless 
he  sees  the  document  ?  [He  referred  to  Taylor  an  EfA* 
dence  (a) ;  Sinclair  v.  Steveman  (&) ;  Rex  v.  Sanuden  (c) ; 
Holland  v.  Reeves  (d).]  On  these  authorities  it  is  clesr 
that  as  to  all  documents  put  into  the  hands  of  a  witness, 
except  those  so  put  in  merely  to  prove  handwriting,  the 
other  side  has  a  right  to  see  them.  As  to  the  documents 
put  into  the  witness'  hands  merely  to  prove  hamlwriting, 
I  admit  that  at  nisi  prius  the  other  side  cannot  insist 
upon  looking  at  them;  but  that  is  because  it  does  not 
follow  that  they  will  be  used ;  but  if  used  by  the  party 
proving  them^  it  is  equally  clear  that  the  other  side  has 
then  a  right  to  see  them  and  cross-examine  upon  them. 
But  this  is  a  different  process;  here  the  witnesses  are 
no  further  examined  than  before  the  examiner;  and  if 
the  documents  are  not  looked  at  then^  there  can  be  no 
opportunity  at  the  trial  of  cross-examining  upon  them, 
because  the  witness  will  no  longer  be  there. 

Mr.  Olasse  and  Mr.  Welford  for  the  Defendant 
There  can  be  no  doubt  on  this  question.  As  to  the 
mere  exhibits,  where  proof  of  handwriting  only  is  wanted, 
they  used  to  be  proved  either  by  affidavit  or  vivA  voce  at 
the  hearing ;  and  who  ever  heard  that  such  documents 
could  be  produced  before  they  were  used  at  the  hearing  ? 
The  reason  of  the  practice  was,  that  on  the  proof  of 
handwriting  merely,  there  could  be  no  cross-examination, 
and  therefore  inspection  would  be  quite  idle.  The  prac- 
tice is  the  same  at  common  law ;  Sinclair  v.  Stevenson 

(a)  Vol.  2,  938,  and  the  (c)  2  Car.  &  P.  604. 

cases  there  collected.  (d)  7  Car.  &  P.  36. 

(6)  1  Car.  &  Pay.  583. 
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recognizes  it.  [They  referred  also  to  Cope  v.  Thames  1 854. 
Haven  Dock  Company  {a),  and  Cottier  v.  Nokesib),] 
That  is  the  rule  at  law.  As  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Pern- 
berton,  that  is  the  same  as  the  case  of  a  simple  exhibit. 
If  any  question  is  put  relating  to  the  contents  of  the  do* 
cument,  the  counsel  on  the  other  side  may  object  to  the  - 
question  unless  the  document  is  produced ;  but  if  the 
question  is  put  and  answered,  the  mere  putting  the  do- 
cument aflerwards  into  the  witness*  hands,  cannot  entitle 
the  other  side  to  see  it.  Here  no  question  was  put  on 
the  contents  of  the  document  after  it  was  put  into  the 
witness'  hands. 

Mr.  Morris,  for  other  Defendants  in  the  same  interest 

The  Vice-Chancellor  intimated  that  the  PlaintifTs 
counsel  need  only  reply  on  the  question  as  to  third  class 
documents. 

Mr.  Anderson,  on  this  point. 

It  may  be  quite  true  that  at  nisi  prius  production  of 
such  documents  cannot  be  called  for  until  the  party 
proving  them  uses  them  as  evidence.  But  the  practice 
to  be  followed  is  not  that  at  a  nisi  prius  trial,  but  that 
pursued  under  a  commission  at  common  law,  when  the 
witness  is  going  abroad,  &c.  We  can  find  nothing  in 
the  books  on  that  practice,  but  it  is  clear  that  it  must  be 
in  principle  difierent  from  that  at  nisi  prius,  because  if 
the  witness  goes  abroad  and  does  not  return  for  the  trial, 
then,  if  the  document  is  used  by  the  party  proving  it,  the 
other  side  can  have  no  opportunity  of  cross-examining. 

The  Vice-Chancellor  : 

If  I  were  to  follow  my  own  opinion  as  to  what  would 
be  just  and  right,  I  should  say  every  document  whatever 

(o)  2  Carr.  &  Kir.  757.  (6)  2  Carr.  &  Kir.  1012. 
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1854.  ought  to  be  produced,  whether  put  into  the  witness* 

J  hands  to  prove  handwriting  only,  or  to  prove  anything  else ; 

1^.  every  document  produced  should^  I  think,  be  shown  to 

CoLviN.  both  sides.  However,  I  have  no  right  to  indulge  any 
such  notions ;  I  am  bound  to  adhere  to  what  the  legisla- 
ture has  prescribed  as  the  course  to  be  adopted,  and  that 
depends  on  the  3 1st  section  of  the  act,  the  15  &  16  Vict 
c.  86.  [His  Honor  referred  to  that  section,  and  pro- 
ceeded.] Under  that  section  I  have  no  option ;  I  am 
to  follow  the  course  followed  by  a  Court  of  law  when  the 
witness  is  going  abroad,  or  as  near  thereto  as  may  be. 
Now  as  to  what  that  practice  is,  whether  it  is  the  same 
as  at  nisi  prius,  or  whether  it  is  different,  no  authority 
has  been  produced ;  and  I  must  assume  that  there  is  no 
authority  on  the  point.  I  must,  in  the  absence  of  evi- 
dence of  the  precise  practice,  go  as  near  thereto  as  pos- 
sible. Now  there  is  a  certain  and  settled  rule  of  practice 
with  regard  to  the  examination  of  witnesses  at  the  hear- 
ing, that  is,  at  the  trial  of  an  action,  and  in  substance  it 
is  this : — If  a  paper  is  put  into  the  hands  of  a  witness, 
and  he  is  asked  in  whose  handwriting  it  is,  and  no  more, 
then  it  is  not  competent  to  the  other  side  to  require  pro- 
duction of  the  document.  So  if  a  paper  is  put  into  the 
hands  of  a  witness  to  refresh  his  memory ;  if  after  that  no- 
thing comes  of  it,  if  nothing  more  be  done,  then  the  other 
party  has  no  right  to  look  at  it  But  if  anything  further 
is  done ;  if  the  witness  is  asked  and  answers  questions 
about  the  document,  or  the  facts  referred  to  in  it,  then  at 
law,  the  party  on  the  other  side  has  a  right  to  see  the 
document  The  conclusion  to  which  I  come  is,  that  that 
is  the  settled  rule  at  law  at  the  trial.  It  has  not  been 
shown  to  me  that  when  a  witness  is  under  examination 
under  a  commission,  the  witness  being  about  to  go  abroad, 
&c.,  there  is  any  different  rule,  and  I  am  not  disposed  to 
depart  from  what  I  find  to  be  the  rule  at  nisi  prius,  and 
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to  adopt  any  different  rule.    As  to  the  documents,  there-         1854. 

fore,  which  have  been  put  into  the  witness'  hands  merely 

for  proof  of  handwriting,  or  merely  to  refresh  his  memory, 

and  nothing  more,  I  think  the  other  side  cannot  insist  upon        Colvin. 

production.     As  to  the  others,  they  must  be  produced  (a). 

1854  : 
(a)  This  decision  was  af*      on    the    24th    February,   on    ISth,  18th  and 
firmed  by  the  Lords  Justices      somewhat  different  grounds.    ^Oth  February. 

^  Specific 

Performance, 

Contract. 
Statute  of 
COX  t;.  MIDDLETON.  Frauds. 


This  was  a  suit  for  specific  performance.   The  general  An  agreement 

case  made  by  the  Plaintiff  was  this : — that  being  pos-  J^^jn"  words" 

sessed  of  a  certain  leasehold  house  and  appurtenances  for  "  A,  agrees  to 

a  term  of  years,  he  entered  into  a  verbal  agreement  with  ^^  ^^^^'  ^^^ 

the  Defendant  for  the  purchase  of  it;  and  a  lease  was  stable,  B.  pay- 
actually  prepared,  approved  by  the  Defendant  and  exe-  "°K  ^^®  ^*- 

cuted  by  the  Plaintiff,  and  tendered  for  execution  to  the  f^^^^  jj^ij  j,^ 

Defendant.      That  the  Defendant  refused  to  complete  Mr.  C.    Signed 

that  agreement,   and  afterwards    a  fresh  airreement  in       I   Held,  that 

.  .  ,  .  1     .        ,  ,       1      T^  n     ,         ®"c^ «"  agrec- 

wntmg  was  entered  into  and  signed  by  the  Defendant,  ment  was  not 

The  Defendant  afterwards  refused  to  complete  that  agree-  sufficient 
ment,  on  the  ground  that  misrepresentations  were  made  ^^^  ^f  Fraucis 
to  him  as  to  the  state  of  the  premises,  and  he  now  re-  A  party  con- 
sisted it  at  the  bar,  on  the  ground  that  the  agreement  was  ^""!"g  ^^^ 
not  sufiicient  within  the  Statute  of  Frauds,  and  on  the  formance  must 
ground  of  the  misrepresentations.    The  following  are  the  ^^^^  ^^^'  his 
material  statements  in  the  pleadings  and  evidence : —         (^^^^  ^^^^^    j^ 

he  has  made 

The  bill  stated,  that  on  the  21st  day  of  October,  1852,  "t^^'^t*  ?^"V 

'  .  presentations  to 

the  Plaintiff  and  the  Defendant,  having  previously  ver-  the  Defendant, 

it  is  no  answer 
to  say  that  the  Defendant  might  have  found  out  that  they  were  mis- 
representations.   Specific  performance  is  not  of  course,  because  there 
is  a  contract,  but  a  relief  in  the  nature  of  indulgence  peculiar  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  equity. 
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]  854.  bally  agreed  for  a  lease  from  the  Plaintiff  to  the  Defendant 

of  a  cottage^  described  as  No.  22,  Wellington  Square,  and 
the  coachhouse  and  stable  at  the  rear  of  No.  31  in  the 
same  square,  for  the  residue  of  the  Plaintiff's  term  and 
interest  therein,  which  was  then  a  period  of  seventy-^seven 
years  and  a  quarter  from  the  29th  day  of  September  last, 
in  consideration  of  a  sum  of  600/.  to  be  paid  to  the 
Plaintiff  on  the  execution  of  the  said  lease  by  him,  and 
of  a  ground  ren^  of  5/.  per  annum  to  be  paid  to  the 
Plaintiff,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  for 
the  remainder  of  the  Plaintiffs  aforesaid  term  and  interest 
therein  of  seventy-seven  years  and  a  quarter,  from  the 
29th  day  of  September  last,  the  Plaintiff,  by  the  direction 
or  with  the  privity  and  approbation  of  the  Defendant,  on 
the  same  21st  day  of  October,  1852,  instructed  Mr. 
Charles  Holt,  the  Plaintiffs  solicitor,  to  prepare  a  lease 
of  the  said  premises  upon  the  terms  aforesaid. 

That  on  the  22nd  day  of  October,  1852,  the  draft  of  a 
lease  of  the  said  premises,  in  accordance  with  the  said 
terms,  was  sent  to  the  said  Defendant  for  his  approval  by 
the  Plaintiff's  aforesaid  solicitor,  who,  on  the  Zlihjisij 
of  October,  returned  it  to  the  Plaintiff  as  approved  by 
him,  but  requested  that  a  certain  recital  therein  might  be 
shortened,  which  was  accordingly  done  by  Mr.  Holt; 
and  on  the  28th  day  of  October  last  the  Plaintiff  returned 
the  draft  of  the  said  lease  to  Mr.  Holt,  and  requested  it 
might  be  engrossed  for  execution,  and  stated  that  he  had 
made  an  appointment  for  11  o'clock  on  Tuesday  then 
next,  being  the  2nd  day  of  November,  with  the  Defendant 
to  complete  the  said  lease. 

That  on  Tuesday,  the  2nd  day  of  November  last,  being 
the  day  fixed  for  the  completion  of  the  said  agreement, 
the  Plaintiff  accordingly  attended  at  Mr.  Holt's  office. 
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and  certain  persons  who  had  a  mortgage  on  the  Plaintiff's  1 854. 

aforesaid  interest  in  the  aforesaid  leasehold  premises  also 
attended  and  executed  the  said  leasehold  and  counterpart ; 
but  the^Defendant  did  not  attend,  in  consequence  whereof, 
on  the  17th  day  of  NoTerober  last,  Mr.  Holt,  by  the  di- 
rection of  the  Plaintiff,  wrote  and  sent  to  the  Defendant 
a  letter,  saying  he  should  attend  on  a  subsequent  day  to 
tender  the  lease,  and  threatening  a  bill  in  Chancery  if  the 
Defendant  did  not  then  execute  it. 

It  then  stated  some  further  immaterial  negociations, 
and  then  that  on  the  4th  day  of  December,  1852,  the 
Plaintiff  and  Defendant  met  together,  and  in  the  presence 
of  one  John  Neunnan,  they  finally  agreed  that  the  De- 
fendant should  give  to  the  Plaintiff  the  sum  of  GStSL  for 
the  lease  of  the  said  cottage  and  premises  for  the  term  of 
seventy-seven  years  from  the  S5th  day  of  December  then 
instant,  at  a  peppercorn  rent,  instead  of  at  a  ground  rent 
of  52.,  per  year,  for  the  period  aforesaid,  being  S5/.  for 
the  5/.  ground  rent  originally  verbally  agreed  to  be  paid 
by  the  Defendant,  and  that  the  Plaintiff  should  pay  the 
expenses  of  such  lease;  and  in  pursuance  of  such  agree- 
ment as  last  aforesaid,  and  on  the  same  4th  day  of  De- 
cember, 185S,  the  Defendant,  in  the  presence  of  the  said 
John  Newman  and  of  the  Plaintiff,  signed  a  memoran- 
dum or  contract  for  the  lease  of  the  said  cottage  and 
stable,  the  body  of  which  was  written  by  the  Plaintiff 
in  pencil,  and  of  which  agreement  the  following  is  a 
copy : — 

''  Mr.  MidcUeton  agrees  to  pay  6252.  for  the  cottage 
and  stable  Mr.  Cox  paying  the  expenses  of  the  lease 
held  by  Mr.  SmUh.  H.  MiddUton.  December4th,  1852. 
Witness,  John  Newman.'' 
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1854.  On  the  24th  December,  IS52,  the  following  letter  was 

^^^^        sent  by  Mr.  MiddletovUs  solicitor  to  Mr.  Holt : — 
Cox 

MiODLETON.  «  7,  Whiteheads  Grove,  December  g4th,  1852. 

"  Sir,  {Middletan  and  Cox.) 

**I  regret  to  state  that  an  obstacle  has  oc- 
curred to  the  further  carrying  out  of  this  arrangement 
for  the  present.  The  premises  were  represented  by  Mr. 
Cox  as  substantially  and  well  built,  and  on  that  re- 
presentation Mr.  Middleton  treated  for  the  purchase  of 
them.  His  attention  having  however  been  called  to  their 
construction,  he  has  had  them  surveyed  by  Mr.  Oeorge 
Handford,  of  this  neighbourhood,  and  much  to  his  dis- 
approbation learns  that  they  are  seriously  defective. 
Mr.  Middleton  however  is  desirous  of  doing  what  is  right 
in  the  measure,  and  if  Mr.  Cox  will  remedy  the  defects 
pointed  out  in  Mr.  HandfortTs  report  (a  copy  of  which  I 
beg  to  enclose)  to  Mr.  HandforcTs  satisfaction,  he  will 
still  carry  out  the  purchase.  Requesting  you  to  consider 
this  letter  without  prejudice, 

"  I  am,  Sir,  Yours,  very  obediently, 
"  To  Charles  Holt,  Esq.  "  H.  Whitehead." 

"  93,  Guildford  Street,  Russell  Square." 

To   this    the   following    reply  was   immediately  re- 
turned : — 

'*  93,  Guildford  Street,  24th  December,  1862. 
"  Sir,  ( Cox  and  Middleton.) 

"Your  client,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
better  bargain  for  himself,  shuffled  off  a  verbal  agreement 
and  made  a  written  one  with  Mr.  Cox,  and  he,  through 
you,  now  attempts  to  impose  upon  Mr.  Cox  by  saying 
that  the  premises  were  represented  as  otherwise  than 
they  are.  Mr.  Middleton  was  quite  aware  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  buildings  long  before  he  made  his  written 


CASES    IN    CHANCERY. 

agreement  with  Mr.  Cox,  Unless  I  hear  from  you 
(before  the  opening  of  the  Chancery  oflSces)  and  receive 
the  draft  lease  back  approved,  I  shall  file  a  bill  without 
further  notice. 

"  Your's,  most  obediently, 
"  To  H.  WhiUhead,  Esq.,  "  Charles  Holt." 

••  7,  Whitehead's  Grove,  Chelsea.*" 

The  bill  stated  that  the  contents  of  Mr.  Holt's  letter 
of  the  24th  December,  1843,  were  in  all  respects  correct 
and  true,  and  the  Plaintiff  never  stated  or  represented  to 
the  Defendant  that  the  premises  were  substantially  and  well 
built,  or  made  any  statement  or  misrepresentation  to  the 
Defendant  to  the  like  effect ;  but  the  Defendant  himself 
examined  and  carefully  looked  into  the  state  and  con- 
dition of  the  premises  before  he  entered  into  the  contract 
of  the  4th  day  of  December,  1852 ;  and  he  in  fact  per- 
fectly well  knew,  or  in  fact  ought  to  have  known,  and 
might  have  well  known,  the  state  and  condition  thereof 
when  he  made  and  entered  into  his  aforesaid  agreement 
of  the  14th  day  of  December,  1852,  and  long  before,  and 
he  never  asked  or  required  the  Plaintiff  to  make  any 
statement  or  representation  in  relation  thereto. 

With  reference  to  the  misrepresentations,  the  Defend- 
ant, by  his  answer,  swore  that,  between  the  19th  of  Novem- 
ber and  the  4th  December,  1852,  he  had  several  interviews 
with  the  Plaintiff,  at  which  the  Plaintiff  frequently  pressed 
him  to  purchase  from  him  the  said  cottage,  coach-house, 
stable  and  premises,  and  represented  and  stated  to  him 
that  the  same  were  substantially  and  well  built,  and  that 
he  had  built  the  said  cottage  for  his  own  residence,  and 
that  it  would  bear  the  inspection  of  any  surveyor  whom 
he,  the  Defendant,  might  send  to  look  over  it,  or  he 
made  representations  or  expressions  to  that  or  the  like 
purport  or  effect. 
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Cox 

0. 


1 854.  The  Defendant**  wife  and  daughter  made  an  afBdavit,  by 

which  they  stated,  that  after  the  abandonment  oS  the  said 
negociation,  on  or  about  the  17th  day  of  November,  185S, 
MiDDLBTON.  and  the  4th  December  then  next  following,  the  Plaintiff 
called  several  times  on  the  Defendant  at  his  then  resi- 
dence, and  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  the  witnesses 
pressed  the  said  Defendant  to  purchase  from  him  the 
said  cottage,  coach-house,  stable  and  premises,  represent- 
ing and  stating  to  him  that  the  same  were  substantially 
and  well  built;  that  he  had  built  the  said  cottage  for  his 
own  residence,  and  Defendant  therefore  could  not  sup-  . 
pose  that  he  would  have  built  it  badly ;  and  that  it  would 
bear  the  inspection  of  any  surveyor  whom  the  Defimdant 
might  aend  to  look  over  it,  or  be  made  representations  or 
expressions  to  that  or  the  like  purport  or  efieet.  The 
Plaintiff  also  made  an  aflBdavit,  verifying  many  of  the 
allegations  in  his  bill,  but  be  did  not  verify  the  all^a- 
tioD  that  he  had  not  represented  the  buildings  as  io  good 
repair.  The  remaining  material  fiicts  appear  in  the  argn* 
ments  and  the  judgment. 

Mr.  EbmUy  and  Mr.  SouihgaU  for  the  Pkintiff. 

The  ori^nal  contract,  we  admit,  was  not  capable  of 
being  enforced,  but  then  afterwards  there  is  a  fresh  agree- 
ment, which  is  not  disputed.  The  defence  is,  that  the 
agreement  is  uncertab.  But  we  say  that,  by  referring 
to  the  lease,  which  we  have  a  right  to  do,  this  property 
is  sufficiently  described:  Onoky  v.  WattM(a)y  Ogiby  v. 
Fo^ambeib). 

The  Court  ought  here  to  import  into  the  contract  the 
terms  of  the  lease  previously  agreed  upon. 

Mr.  Chamiless  and  Mr.  HaUane  for  the  Defimdant 
As  to  the  agreement  itself  it  is  ambiguoiis  oa  the  fiice 
(a)  17  Jar.  172.  (h)  3  Mer.  53. 
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of  ity  and  evidence  cannot  be  let  in  to  construe  it.  If  it  1854. 
is  read  thus :  '^  Mr.  Cox  to  pay  the  expense  of  the 
lease,"  which  assumes  that  a  lease  is  to  be  granted,  then 
what  is  to  be  the  lease  ?  for  what  term  is  it  to  be  ?  what  are 
to  be  the  covenants  ?  All  the  cases  are  on  this  point  con- 
sistenty  that  the  Statute  of  Frauds  requires  that  the  terms 
of  the  agreement  must  appear  on  the  face  of  the  written 
instrument  itself,  or  on  some  instrument  to  which  it  refers. 
In  Offiltne  v.  Foljambe  the  identity  of  the  house  ap- 
peared by  the  written  instruments.  So  in  Cowley  v. 
Watts  {a)  and  Owen  v.  Thomtuijb).  They  cited  also 
XUinan  v.  Cook  (c),  as  to  the  distinction  between  what  is 
necessary  to  support  a  bill  for  specific  performance,  and 
what  is  sufficient  to  resist  specific  performance. 

The  Plaintiff  will  not  lose  his  right  to  an  action,  if  he 
has  any,  and  that  is  his  proper  and  only  remedy :  Lack- 
Ian  V.  Reynolds  {d),  Cadman  v.  Homer  {e). 

On  the  ground  of  misrepresentation,  the  Plaintiff  says 
there  were  no  misrepresentations ;  the  Defendant  swears 
positively  that  there  were ;  and  his  wife  and  daughter, 
who  are  competent  witnesses,  support  the  statement. 
The  Plaintiff  has  made  an  affidavit.  Why  did  he  not 
swear  that  he  did  not  make  any  such  misrepresentations  ? 
He  declines  to  do  so ;  and  it  must  be  assumed,  therefore, 
that  the  Defendant  is  right. 

Mr.  Mmsley  in  reply.  gOtli  February. 

On  the  question  of  misrepresentation,  the  Plaintiff,  it 
is  alleged,  represented  to  the  Defendant  that  the  pre- 

(o)  17  Jur.  172.  (d)  1  Kay,  53, 

lb)  S  Myl.  &  K.  353.  {e)  18  Ves,  10. 

(c)  1  Sch.  &  Lef.  40. 
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1854.  mises  were  sound.     The  Plaintiff  denies  that  in  his  bill. 

It  is  for  the  Defendant  to  prove  it.  However,  the  mis- 
representations, if  they  existed,  are  perfectly  trivial.  The 
real  question  is,  contract  or  no  contract ;  and  we  say  that 
the  contract  is  sufficiently  clear. 


The  Vice-Chancellor  : 

Specific  performance  is  resisted,  in  this  case,  on  two 
grounds. 

r 
1st  That,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Statute 
of  Frauds,  there  is  no  sufficient  contract. 

2ndly.  That  if  there  is,  the  Defendant  executed  it  on 
the  faith  of  representations  made  by  the  Plaintiff,  which 
prove  to  be  false. 

As  to  the  first  ground,  no  doubt  the  Statute  of  Frauds, 
requiring  a  contract  to  be  in  writing,  requires  that  the 
contract  shall  be  sufficiently  certain  as  to  what  the  par- 
ties are  contracting  for.  And  if  we  take  this  contract 
alone,  striking  out  all  extrinsic  evidence,  it  stands  thus. 
[His  Honor  stated  the  agreement.]  Now  this  is  a  suffi- 
cient contract  in  this  respect ;  it  is  signed  by  the  party 
to  be  charged,  and  the  signature  is  proved.  But  if  we 
were  to  take  this  contract  by  itself,  and  put  a  construction 
upon  it,  how  ought  it  to  be  construed?  Now  1  ought, 
it  is  said,  to  read  it  as  if  the  words  **  Mr.  Cox  paying  the 
expenses  of  the  lease"  were  left  out.  If  the  contract 
stood  so,  there  could  be  no  difficulty  or  doubt  about  it, 
because,  if  parties  contract  together  for  the  purchase  of 
a  house,  primd  facie  the  contract  is  to  purchase  the  fee 
simple.  It  may  be  that  the  party  purchasing  may  know 
that  the  vendor  had  not  the  fee  simple,  and  then  such  a 
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contract  might  be  performed  by  the  purchaser  having  all  lH54f. 

the  interest  of  the  vendor.     Or  if  the  purchaser  did  not  ^ 

know  what  was  the  interest  of  the  vendor,  and  the  con-  9. 

tract  imports  a  contract  for  the  purchase  of  the  fee  Middleton. 
simple,  the  purchaser  might  say,  I  will  exercise  the  op- 
tion of  taking  such  estate  as  you  have.  That  would  be 
the  construction  of  the  contract,  if  the  words  referred  to 
are  omitted.  But  those  words  make  all  the  difference. 
I  will  first,  however,  take  them  in  the  sense  in  which  the 
Plaintiff  says  they  ought  to  be  taken,  viz.,  that  the  word 
"  lease*'  does  not  refer  to  any  lease  held  by  Smithy  but  it 
means  the  instrument  of  grant  or  conveyance  by  which 
the  vendor  was  to  convey  his  interest  to  the  purchaser. 
Now  I  adopt  the  Plaintiff's  view  of  the  construction  to 
be  put  on  the  word  lease.  Cox,  then,  is  to  pay  the  ex- 
pense of  the  lease,  of  a  lease  that  is  to  be  granted.  Now, 
if  I  exclude  all  evidence,  if  I  look  at  the  contract  per  se, 
irrespective  of  all  extrinsic  circumstances,  there  is  no- 
thing said  of  the  interest  of  the  vendor ;  and  what  he  is 
dealing  with  professes,  therefore,  to  be  the  fee  simple, 
and  you  have  then  words  which  show  that  a  lease 
is  to  be  granted  by  Cox  to  the  Defendant;  and  then 
the  question  is,  what  lease?  for  what  term?  It  is  said 
that  the  language  means  a  lease  for  the  whole  term. 
But  then,  with  what  reservation,  what  covenants  ?  But 
if  the  Plaintiff  held  in  fee  simple,  which  is  what  appears 
on  the  face  of  the  contract,  is  the  lease  to  be  one  in  per- 
petuity, or  what  is  it  to  be? 

If  Cox  had  only  a*leasehold  interest,  does  it  mean 
that  ?  On  the  face  of  the  contract  there  is  no  indication  of 
the  nature  of  the  interest  that  Cox  had,  nor  of  what  term 
was  to  be  granted.  But  then  it  is  said  that  the  words  of 
the  contract  do  not  mean  a  lease,  but  mean  an  assignment 
of  the  interest  of  Cox,  whatever  it  is ;  and  cases  have  been 

VOL.  II.  Q 
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1854.  cited  to  show  that  when  a  party  having  a  leasehold  inte- 
rest enters  into  a  contract  for  sale,  and  there  is  an  agree- 
ment to  give  so  much  for  the  lease,  that  means  the 
particular  lease.  But  that  is  quite  different  from  an 
agreement  that  a  lease  is  to  be  granted.  I  do  not  see 
what  there  is  in  this  contract  to  call  upon  me  to  put  that 
forced  construction  on  the  word  lease,  that  it  does  not 
mean  a  lease,  a  term  to  be  granted  by  the  vendor,  but  a 
conveyance  or  assignment  Looking  then  at  the  matter 
without  introducing  any  extrinsic  circumstances,  I  think 
this  contract  is  insufficient.  But  if  we  look  at  the  Plain* 
tiff^s  own  representations,  still  less  will  it  appear  that 
there  is  a  sufficient  contract  [His  Honor  referred  to  the 
7th  paragraph  of  the  bill  stated  in  p.  211.] 

Now  the  statement  of  the  contract  is  the  lease;  that 
may  mean,  in  general  terms,  a  lease,  or  it  may  mean  the 
lease  which  the  Plaintiff  held.  The  lease  which  the 
Plaintiff  held  is  stated  to  be  for  seventy-seven  years 
from  Christmas,  1852,  and  that  would  agree  with  the 
statement  in  the  7th  paragraph  of  the  bill.  But  then 
the  Plaintiff  states  a  verbal  agreement  by  the  Defendant 
to  take  a  lease  on  certain  terms,  for  the  remainder  of  the 
Plaintiff^s  term ;  and  that  a  lease  was  prepared.  The 
Plaintiff  states  that  the  lease  was  approved ;  and  the  lease 
is  produced ;  and  it  turns  out  to  be  that  the  lease  is  not 
for  seventy-seven  years  from  Christmas,  1852,  but  for 
seventy-six  and  a  quarter  years  from  Christmas,  1852. 
So  that  the  Plaintiff^s  own  representation  is,  that  the 
term  which  he  says  he  had  was  seirenty-seven  years  from 
Christmas,  1852;  and  be  says  he  agreed  to  grant  a  lease 
to  the  Defendant  for  that  term ;  and  then  he  produces 
the  lease,  which  be  says  was  agreed  upon,  and  that  is  for 
a  different  term.  Is  not  that  an  answer  to  the  Plaintiff^s 
argument,  that  the  agreement  was  for  the  purchase  of  the 
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lease  which  the  Plaintiff  had,  and  that  the  terms  of  the  1854. 

contract  import  a  purchase  of  the  lease  held  by  the 
vendor,  and  not  the  grant  of  a  lease  ? 

In  the  cases  which  have  been  cited^  the  contract  was 
clear;  the  agreement  was  for  the  lease,  or  an  agreement 
to  purchase  the  interest  of  the  vendor.  If  the  pur- 
chaser has  contracted  for  the  fee  simple^  and  he  offers  to 
take  less,  he  may  of  course  take  all  the  vendor  can  give ; 
but  if  the  contract  is  either  for  a  lease  in  express  terms, 
or  a  contract  in  such  terms  that  it  imports  that  a  lease  is 
to  be  granted,  as  this  contract  does,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
such  a  contract  does  not  satisfy  the  statute,  and  the 
Plaintiff  has  no  right. 

[On  the  second  point,  whether  there  were  any  repre- 
sentations made  to  the  Defendant  as  to  the  state  of  the 
building,  and,  if  there  were,  whether  they  were  false; 
his  Honor  referred  to  the  letter  of  the  Defendant  of  24th 
December,  1852,  and  the  letter  of  the  Plaintiff  in  reply 
of  the  same  date,  and  then  proceeded.] 

The  Plaintiff  in  his  letter  does  not  go  on  to  say  that 
the  premises  were  in  repair,  but  that  the  Defendant 
knew  their  condition.  Now  what  does  the  Plaintiff  say 
in  bis  bill.  [His  Honor  read  the  paragraph  stated  in 
p.  213.]  Now  this  statement  is  positively  denied  by  the 
answer.  The  Defendant  swears  that  it  was  so  repre- 
sented to  him.  The  Plaintiff  has  chosen  to  examine 
himself  as  a  witness,  to  substantiate  the  allegations  of 
the  bill;  but  when  he  comes  to  the  part  of  the  bill 
where  it  is  alleged  that  he  never  made  the  represen- 
tations, he  (very  properly,  no  doubt)  does  not  say  a  word 
in  his  affidavit  in  support  of  those  allegations  of  the  bill. 
If  it  stood  there  alone,  I  should  have  sufficient  ground  to 
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1854.  say  that  the  Plaintiff  having  made  those  allegations^  the 

Defendant  having  denied  them  on  his  oath,  and  the 
Plaintiff,  volunteering  to  make  an  affidavit,  declining  to 
MiDOLETON.  make  it  on  this  point,  the  Defendant's  representation 
must  be  taken  to  be  correct.  But  besides  that,  the  De- 
fendant's wife  and  daughter  are  both  examined  as  wit- 
nesses, and  they  state  the  representations  that  were  made 
to  the  Defendant  in  their  presence.  [His  Honor  referred 
to  the  evidence  stated  in  p.  ^14.]  The  only  attempt  of 
the  Plaintiff  to  support  bis  own  allegations  is  an  affidavit 
of  Newman^  who  proves  what  took  place  at  a  meeting  on 
the  4th  December,  and  says  that  at  that  meeting  no  re- 
presentations were  made  by  the  Plaintiff.  This  shows 
that  the  Plaintiff  was  perfectly  aware  of  the  importance 
of  his  allegations,  and  of  supporting  them.  It  is  clearly, 
in  my  opinion,  established  that  the  Plaintiff  did  repre- 
sent, on  many  occasions  before  the  contract,  that  the 
premises  were  substantial  and  well  built,  and  were,  in 
fact,  built  for  the  Plaintiff's  own  use.  But  then  it  is 
said,  that  if  the  Defendant  had  taken  the  pains  to  look, 
he  might  himself  have  seen  what  was  the  state  of  the 
premises.  But  this  is  a  suit  for  specific  performance; 
and  in  such  a  suit  it  is  not  an  answer  to  the  fact  of  the 
Plaintiff  having  made  false  representations,  to  say  the 
Defendant  was  imprudent.  If  the  case  stood  on  this 
ground  only,  I  should  refuse  specific  performance.  If  a 
Plaintiff  comes  here  and  asks  relief;  asks  this  Court  to 
assist  him  in  what  is  not  the  assertion  of  a  strict  legal 
right,  but  to  assist  him  on  grounds  standing  on  the  pecu- 
liar jurisdiction  of  this  Court,  he  must  show  that  his  con- 
duct has  been  clear,  honourable  and  fair.  If  he  has 
been  guilty  of  misrepresentation,  this  Court  will  leave 
him  to  his  remedy,  if  any,  at  law.  On  both  grounds,  the 
bill  must  be  dismissed  with  costs. 
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Precatory 

PALMER  V.  SIMMONDS.  ^«'^^'- 

Truiti. 

1  HE  will  oi  Henrietta  Rosco  contained  the  following  Testatrix  gave 

CBiafcC  ill  ''•f 

"  I  give  to  my  nephew,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Harrison,  ^"  ^^irs,  ex- 

and   my  grand-nephew,   WUliam  Fountain   Simmonds,  nistrators  and" 

their  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  the  sum  of  assigns  for  ever, 

2,5002.,  upon  trust,  to  invest  the  same  in  their  names  in  ^^d  bene^t  as^ 

the  public  stocks  or  funds  of  Cfreat  Britain,  and  to  pay  she  had  full 

and  apply  the  dividends  and  annual  produce  thereof  in  conBdence  in 
,  /     ,  .  -,      ,        .  .        .      him  that  if  he 

or  towards  the  mamtenance  and  education  or  otherwise  ghould  die  with- 

for  the  benefit  of  Henrietta  Rosco  Markham,  the  daughter  out  lawful  issue 

of  Robert  Markham,  ot  Lacebtf,  in  the  county  of  Lin-  p^Jj;?j"lf'  f^^®' 

coin,  until  she  shall  attain  the  age  of  twenty-one  years ;  his  widow 

and  in  the  event  of  her  attaining  the  age  of  twenty-one,  during  her  life, 

then  m  trust,  to  assign  and  transfer  the  principal  of  the  f^^  ^^j^  residu- 

said  trust  fund  to  the  said  Henrietta  Rosco  Markham ;  ary  estate  to  B., 

ft"}   anA    "P 

but  if  she  shall  not  attain  twenty-one,  then  in  trust,  to  eql,a|j*y . 

divide  the  principal  of  the  said  trust  fund  equally  between  Held,  that  this 

them  the  said  Thomas  Harrison  and  WUUam  Fountain  language  did 
«.  ./.v.  i.«T.  I  1  not  describe  the 

atmmonds,  for  their  own  use  andbenent.   I  give  to  the  said  subject  of  gift 

Thomas  Harrison  and  William  Fountain  Simmonds,  their  with  sufficient 
executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  the  sum  of  800Z.,  ^^  ^  precatory 
upon  trust,  to  invest  the  same  in  their  names  in  the  public  trust, 
stocks  or  funds  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  pay  the  divi- 
dends and  annual  produce  thereof  to  my  grand-nephew 
Thomas  JElrington  Simmonds,  of  Lacehy,  in  the  county 
oi  Lincoln,  for  bis  life,  and  after  his  decease  then  as  to 
the  capital  of  the  said  trust  fund,  in  trust,  to  assign  and 
transfer  the  same  unto  and  equally  between  the  children 
or  child,  if  only  one,  of  the  said  Thomas  Elrington  Sim-^ 
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monds  living  at  the  time  of  his  decease ;  but  in  case  the 
said  Thomas  Elrington  Simmonds  shall  leave  no  child 
living  at  his  decease,  then  in  trust,  to  divide  the  capital 
of  the  said  trust  fund  equally  betvreen  them  the  said 
Thomas  Harrison  and  William  Fountain  Simmonds,  for 
their  own  use  and  bepefit.  As  to  all  the  residue  and  re- 
mainder of  my  personal  estate  and  efiects  which  may 
remain  after  payment  of  my  debts,  funeral  and  testa- 
mentary expenses  and  legacies,  and  all  my  real  estate  (if 
any),  I  give  and  devise  the  same  unto  the  said  Thomas 
Harrison^  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns 
for  ever,  for  his  own  use  and  benefit,  as  I  have  full  con* 
fidence  in  him,  that  if  he  should  die  without  lawful  issue 
he  will,  after  providing  for  his  widow  duiing  her  life, 
leave  the  bulk  of  my  said  residuary  estate  unto  the  said 
William  Fountain  Simmonds,  James  Simmonds,  Thomas 
Ehington  Simmonds  and  Henrietta  Rosco  Marhham 
equally.'* 


This  was  a  special  case,  and  the  question  was,  whether 
by  the  above  clause  a  precatory  trust  was  created  in 
favour  of  W.  F.  Simmonds,  James  Simmonds,  S.  JE.  jStm- 
monds  and  H.  R.  Marhham.  Harrison  was  dead,  without 
issue,  having  made  a  will.  W.  F.  Simmonds  was  dead : 
the  other  three  were  living. 


Mr.  Campbell  and  Mr.  Law,  for  the  representatives  of 
the  testatrix  Henrietta  Rosco,  stated  the  will  and  sub- 
mitted the  question. 

Mr.  Teed  and  Mr.  Pownall  for  James  Simmonds, 
S,  JE.  Simmonds  and  H.  R.  Marhham. 

There  is  a  trust  {Thomas  Harrison  having  died  with- 
out leaving  issue).    The  word  confidence  is  equivalent 
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to  trust,  and  is  an  imperative  word :  Wood  v.  Cox  (a) ; 
Horwood  ▼.  West{b).  The  only  difficulty  is  on  the 
words,  "  the  bulk  of  my  residuary  estate :"  but  the  in- 
tention was  to  provide  for  the  widow  for  life,  and  that 
points  at  a  disposition  of  the  income;  and  then  the  word 
bulk  means,  by  juxta  position  with  the  other  antecedent 
disposition,  the  carpus  of  the  property. 

Mr.  Rendall  for  the  representatives  of  W.  F.  Sim- 
mofuU. 

The  question  does  not  turn  entirely  on  the  specific 
meaning  of  the  word  bulL  The  construction  is  this : 
Harrison  had  a  discretion  or  power  to  provide  for  his 
wife ;  he  might  have  given  a  part  of  the  property  to 
purchase  an  annuity  for  her :  and  then  the  remainder,  or 
the  bulk,  would  go  over.  If  the  testatrix  did  not  create 
a  trust  in  favour  of  the  persons  named,  then  she  gave  to 
Harrison  absolutely.  Now  that  cannot  have  been  her 
intention ;  for  HarrisofCs  widow  at  any  rate  is  to  have  a 
provision.  Further,  the  word  bulkf  whatever  may  be  its 
popular  meaning,  bas  here  a  construction  put  on  it  by  the 
other  gift;  and  the  testatrix  speaks  of  the  residue  as  her 
estate,  and  the  trust  is  for  the  nominees  equally »  Both  of 
these  circumstances  are  inconsistent  with  an  intention  to 
benefit  Harrison  exclusively.  He  cited  Malim  v.  Keight- 
ley  (c)  and  Ware  v.  Mallard(d).  That  is  exactly  this  case. 
Webb  V.  Wools  (c),  which  will  be  cited  on  the  other  side, 
is  distinguishable.  Th^re,  there  was  an  express  power  to 
dispose  of  part  of  the  property.  So  is  Chreen  v.  Mars-- 
den(f).  There,  Istly,  the  gift  was  to  the  sole  use  of  the 
wife;   2ndly,  the  objects  were  not  certain;  Srdly,  the 


1854. 


(a)  1  K.  317,  and  %  Myl. 
&  Cr.  684. 
(6)  1  Sim.  &  Stu.  SS7. 
(c)  2  Ves.  jun.  p.  53S* 


(d)  16  Just.  492. 

(e)  2  Sim.  N.  S.  267. 
(/)  1  Drew.  646. 
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direction  to  give  what  should  be  remainingy  rendered  the 
subject  of  gift  uncertain.  These  points  distinguish  it 
from  this  case. 

Mr.  Baily  and  Mr.  Ellis  for  the  parties  claiming  under 
Harrison, 

•  Istly.  There  is  no  trust:  to  constitute  a  trust,  there 
must  be  sufficient  words ;  and  the  subject  of  gift  must 
be  certain.  Here  neither  of  those  circumstances  exists. 
The  testatrix  is  not  creating  a  trust  by  the  use  of  the 
word  ''confidence/'  she  is  merely  assigning  her  reason  for 
giving  to  Harrison  absolutely.  In  Webb  v.  Wools  there 
were  the  same  words  as  here,  and  it  was  held  no  trust. 
Sndly.  There  is  here  uncertainty  as  to  the  quantity  given. 
The  word  bulk  does  not  mean  the  entirety,  but  the 
greater  part;  and  then  there  is  of  course  uncertainty.  If 
Harrison  could,  and  it  is  clear  he  could,  diminish  the 
property  at  all,  he  might  diminish  it  ad  liMtum;  and 
how  is  what  is  to  go  over  to  be  ascertained  ?  And  if  it 
cannot  be,  how  can  there  be  a  trust?  They  referred  to 
Knight  v.  Knight  (a) ;  Cowman  v.  Harrison  (&)• 

Mr.  Teed  in  reply. 

[The  Vice-Chancellor  confined  the  reply  to  the 
question  whether  the  word  bulk  did  or  did  not  create  un- 
certainty in  the  subject  of  gift.] 

The  word  bulk  does  sometimes  mean  the  whole.  Here 
it  may  mean  the  corpus,  after  providing,  out  of  the  in- 
come, for  the  widow.  It  is  really  no  more,  after  all,  than 
a  trust  of  the  whole  for  the  persons  named,  subject  to  a 


(a)  S  Beav.  US. 


(6)  10  Hare,  ftS^ 
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power  in  Harrison  to  make  a  provision  for  his  widow. 
He  cited  Constable  v.  BuU^a). 


The  Vice-Chancellor  : 

In  most  of  the  cases  of  this  class  the  Court  is  called 
upon  to  do  what  it  is  persuaded  was  never  the  intention 
of  the  testator;  for  when  a  testator  expresses  his  con- 
fidence  that  the  devisee  will  do  so  and  so,  what  he  really 
means,  is  to  say,  that  he  expresses  the  confidence^  because 
he  does  not  mean  to  create  a  trust.  He  gives  absolutely, 
because  he  has  confidence.  But  then  this  Court  has  said, 
that  is  a  reason  why  the  Court  should  create  a  trust 
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In  this  case  the  testatrix  has  expressed  herself  in  the 
following  manner.  [His  Honor  referred  to  the  residuary 
gift,  and  expressed  a  clear  opinion  that  so  far  as  regarded 
the  words  "  as  I  have  full  confidence,"  they  were  suffi- 
cient to  create  a  trust.  He  then  proceeded.]  But  the 
question  is  whether  the  subject  is  certain ;  the  objects 
and  purposes  are  clearly  certain.  Now,  in  describing 
the  subject  as  to  which  the  testatrix  expresses  her  full 
confidence  that  Harrison  will  leave  it,  that  subject  is  de- 
scribed as  '^  the  bulk  of  my  said  residuary  estate."  If  she 
had  said  "  my  residuary  estate,'*  I  must,  according  to  the 
cases,  have  held  that  there  was  a  trust.  But  the  ques- 
tion is,  whether  the  words,  "  the  bulk  of  my  residuary 
estate,"  mean  the  same  thing  as  "  my  residuary  estate,"  or 
anything  precise  and  definite.  The  testatrix  has  here 
used  a  term  which  is  not  a  legal  term ;  a  term  which  has 
not  in  law  any  appropriate  meaning.  She  has  chosen  to 
use  a  term  which  may  have  two  difierent  senses ;  it  may 
have  a  strict  sense,  according  to  its  derivation,  or  what 
I  may  term  its  classical  sense:  Sndly,  it  may  be  used 

(a)  3Deg.  &  Sm.  411. 
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according  to  its  popular  sense.  But  if  its  strict  or  clas-* 
sical  sense  and  its  popular  sense  are  coincident,  then  no 
difficulty  can  arise  as  to  the  sense  in  which  the  testatrix 
uses  it.  Now  it  is  to  be  observed  that  in  this  will,  when 
the  testatrix  means  to  give  a  remainder,  whether  abso- 
lutely, or  only  on  the  happening  of  certain  events,  she 
has  used  proper  legal  terms.  [His  Honor  referred  to 
theg,600/.gift,p.gi81.] 


Then  there  is  another  instance  of  the  use  of  legal 
terms.  [His  Honor  referred  to  the  800/.  gift.]  These 
show  that  when  she  wishes  to  describe  persons  to  take 
in  remainder,  whether  the  gift  over  is  absolute  or  only  in 
certain  events,  she  uses  appropriate  terms.  Still  more 
when  she  gives  her  residuary  estate,  does  she  use  appro- 
priate legal  terms.  But  when  we  come  to  the  clause 
in  question,  we  find  her  using  this  language :  she  ex- 
presses her  confidence  that  Harrison  will  give  "  the  bulk 
of  my  said  residuary  estate.'*  Now  what  she  there  meant 
could  not  be  her  residuary  estate,  which  she  had  already 
in  clear  terms  given ;  but  the  bulk  of  it.  Then  it  is  said 
that  word  is  to  be  construed  by  the  clause  for  providing 
for  the  widow ;  and  that  what  is  intended  is,  to  give  a 
power  to  make  provision  for  the  widow,  and  then  the 
bulk  means  what  remains ;  or  else  that  it  means  a  pro- 
vision for  the  widow  for  life  out  of  the  income,  and  then 
the  word  bulk  means  the  corpus  of  the  estate.  But  the 
answer  is,  that  as  to  either  of  these  constructions  the 
term  bulk  is  not  appropriate.  No  such  term  is  used  by 
the  testatrix  when  giving  capital  as  distinguished  from 
income ;  nor  is  the  term  appropriate  to  express  what  re- 
mains after  Harrison  shall  have  exhausted  some  of  the 
capital.  What  is  the  meaning  then  of  bulk  ?  The  ap- 
propriate meaning,  according  to  its  derivation,  is  some- 
thing which  bulges  out,  &c.     [His  Honor  referred  to 
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Todits  Johnion  and  Richardson's  Dictionary  for  the 
difllerent  meanings  and  etymology  of  the  word.]  Its 
popular  meaning  we  all  know.  When  a  person  is  said 
to  have  given  the  bulk  of  his  property,  what  is  meant  is 
not  the  whole  but  the  greater  part,  and  that  is  in  fact 
consistent  with  its  classical  meaning.  When,  therefore, 
the  testatrix  uses  that  term,  can  I  say  she  has  used  a 
term  expressing  a  definite»^learj  certain  part  of  her  estate^ 
or  the  whole  of  her  estate  ?  I  am  bound  to  say  she  has 
not  designated  the  subject  as  to  which  she  expresses  her 
confidence ;  and  I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  there  is 
no  trust  created:  that  Harrison  took  absolutely,  and 
those  claiming  under  him  now  take. 
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CADOGAN  and  Wife  v.  EARL  OF  ESSEX 
and  Others. 

By  a  deed  dated  the  88th  day  of  November,  1851, 
being  the  settlement  made  on  the  marriage  of  the  Plain- 
tiff and  his  wife,  it  was  provided  that  it  should  be  lawful 
for  the  Defendants,  the  trustees  of  the  settlement,  or  the 
survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  or  the  executors  or  admi- 
nistrators of  such  survivor,  or  their  or  bis  assigns,  and 
they  and  he  were  thereby  requffed  at  any  time  or  times 
during  the  lives  or  life  of  the  said  Plaintiffs  Frederick 
WUUam  Cadogan  and  Lady  Adelaide  Cadogan  or  the 
survivor  of  them,  with  their,  his  or  her  approbation  in 
writing  under  their,  his  or  her  hands  or  hand,  to  lay  out 
and  invest  the  several  sums  of  4,000/.,  10,000/.  and 
5,000/.  in  the  settlement  mentioned,  or  any  of  them,  or 
the  money  to  be  produced  by  the  sale,  transfer  or  dis- 
position of  the  stocks,  funds  or  securities  in  or  upon 
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Trusts 
for  Investment, 
rower  to  Invest, 


By  a  deed, 
power  was  given 
to  trustees,  and 
they  were  re^ 
quiredf  with 
the  approbation 
of  the  tenants 
for  ]ife,  to  invest 
in  the  purchase 
of  leaseholds : 
Held,  that  it 
was  compulsory 
on  them  to  in- 
vest, when 
called  upon  to 
do  so  by  the 
tenants  for  life. 
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1854.  which  the  same  respectively  should  for  the  time  being  be 

^"^^        laid  out  or  invested,  or  any  part  of  such  money,  in  the 

and  Wife       purchase  of  any  freehold  or  copyhold  manors,  messuages, 

f>'  lands,  tenements  or  other  hereditaments  in  England  or 

and  Others^*  '^^^  ^^^  *"  estate  of  inheritance,  or  of  any  leasehold 

lands,  messuages  or  tenements  in  England  or  Wales  for 

any  term  of  years  (whereof  not  less  than  sixty  years 

should  be  unexpired  at  the  tii§e  of  such  purchase),  and 

either  with  or  without  the  production  of  the  lessor's 

title,  the  freehold,  copyhold  or  leasehold  premises  to  be 

conveyed,  surrendered  and  assigned  to  the  said  trustees, 

or  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  their  or  his  heirs, 

executors,  administrators  or  assigns  respectively. 

The  Plaintiff,  the  husband,  purchased  at  an  auction 
certain  leasehold  premises,  and  having  been  advised  that 
the  title  was  good,  he  and  his  wife,  by  letter,  requested 
the  trustees  to  lay  out  part  of  the  trust  money  in  the 
purchase  of  it.  The  Defendants  declined,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  whether  they  migkt,  and  whether  they  were 
bound  to  make  such  investment 

Mr.  Olasse  and  Mr.  Lonsdale,  for  the  Plaintifis,  cited 
JBeauclerk  v.  Ashbumham  (a) ;  Lee  v.  Young  (A). 

Mr.  Hobhouse,  contra. 

There  is  a  discretion  in  the  trustees  at  any  rate  as  to 
the  selection  of  leaseholds ;  besides  they  object  altogether. 
They  object  to  enter  into  covenants,  and  the  clause  is 
only  empowering ;  it  is  not  imperative. 

The  Vice-Chancellor  : 

I  really  think  this  case  comes  within  JBeauclerk  v. 
(a)  8  Beav.  322.  (6)  2  Y.  &  Coll.  C,  C.  532. 
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Ashbumham,  though  the  words  are  not  the  same.     It  is  18^4. 

clear  that  language  is  used  which  imports  first  a  power       p 
or  authority  to  the  trustees  to  invest  in  the  manner  de-       and  Wife 
signaled,  which  would  give  them  a  discretion ;  and  then  v. 

words  are  used  to  show  that  they  are  required  to  do  it.  ^^  Others. 
Why  should  the  second  words  be  used  except  to  express 
a  different  thing?  The  first  gives  an  express  authority 
to  the  trustees  to  do  it ;  and  the  second  does  something 
more.  I  think  that  although  there  is  a  certain  degree  of 
doubty  the  word  used  in  the  subsequent  passage  being 
**  approbation**  instead  of  "direction/'  the  case  falls  within 
Beauclerk  v.  Ashburnhamy  and  that  the  trustees  are  under 
an  obligation ;  that  the  direction  is  imperative ;  and  that 
if  the  tenant  for  life  thinks  fit  to  have  the  trust  fund  in- 
vested in  the  purchase  of  leaseholds,  the  trustees  must 
adopt  that  investment. 

I  think  also  that  leasehold  houses  come  within  the 
terms  of  the  settlement. 
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1854: 
February  and 
21st  March. 


Words. 
Representatives, 

Personal  jn  re  CRAWFORD'S  Trusts. 

Representatives, 

TestatoT^avea  JOHN  CRAWFORD  made  his  will,  bearing  date 
life  interest  in  the  29th  of  November,  1817,  and  after  giving  certain  spe- 
certain  ^  ^  cific  and  pecuniary  bequests^  he  devised  and  bequeathed 
"  to  be  equally   as  follows  : — 

tween  all  my  "  '^^  ^^  8<>^  friends  John  Trotter  and  Coutts  Trotter, 

cousins  german  esquires,  and  to  their  executors,  I  leave  all  the  residue  of 
"heIrT"  r«wn°-'  ^^  P^^opcTty,  to  be  by  them  held  in  trust,  for  the  purpose 
tatives :"  of  paying  my  daughter,  Elizabeth  Jane,  all  the  interest 

Held,  there    arising  therefrom  during  her  natural  life  as  they  may  re* 
being  nothing         ...  .  .       %_  o    .^  .  •      .i_ 

in  the  rest  of     ^^*^^  ^*»  ^'  giving  her  powers  of  attorney  to  recove  the 

the  will  to  con-  same  herself  or  any  person  for  her,  should  they  in  their 

tro  t  e  primary  jjgcretion  so  think  fit.  If  she  marries  and  leaves  issue, 
legal  meaning  ' 

of  the  word       one  half  of  the  said  residue  to  be  at  her  disposal  at  her 

representatives^  death,  to  leave  to  whom  she  pleases,  and  the  other  half, 
that  It  meant  ,  i .         i  i  i    i  i       i  .n 

executors,  and    ^°  ^"^^  event  taking  place,  to  go  and  belong  to  the  child 

not  next  of  kin;  or  children  of  her  body,  share  and  share  alike.     If  she 

went^o  th°  e  -  ^*®*  unmarried,  or  marrying,  dies  without  leaving  issue, 

ecutors  or  ad-     then  and  in  that  case  the  whole  of  the  said  residue  to  be 

ministrators  of  divided  as  follows :  one  third  part  thereof  to  be  at  the 
the  testator  s       ,.  .     „  . ,  i       i  .  .n  «.. 

cousins gerraan,  disposal  ot  my  said  daughter,  or  as  her  will  may  direct; 

as  part  of  their  one  third  to  my  sister,  Mrs.  Marion  Jobson,  of  Dundee, 
^^"iXiigation  ^^^  interest  to  be  paid  to  her  during  her  life,  and  the 
of  the  autho-      principal  at  her  death  to  go  to  the  heirs  of  her  body, 

rities,  and  gene-  share  and  share  alike ;  one  twelfth  to  my  brother,  Charles 
ral  doctrine  on     ^        ^     ,        ,         ,      ,    .         o  %  -    %     ^  i«m 

the  construe-      Crawford,  and  to  the  heirs  ot  his  body ;  one  twelfth  to 

tion  of  the  word  my  niece.  Miss  JEUen  Mayne,  in  the  same  manner  as 

ii?r  wtll  ^  ^^^'    stated  in  the  5th  article ;  one  twelfth  to  Miss  Elizabeth 

Graham,  Mrs.  Margaret  Fletcher  and  Lady  Scott,  of 

Ancrum,  share  and  share  alike,  and  to  their  respective 
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heirs;  one  twelfth  to  be  equaUy  divided  amongst  all  my  1854, 

cousins  german  now  existing ,  or  their  representatives.     I  j^ 

hereby  appoint  as  executors  to  this  my  last  will  and  testa-  Crawford's 
ment  my  good  friends  John  Trotter,  Coutts  Trotter  and         Trusts. 
George  Brown^  Esqrs." 

The  testator  died  on  the  2nd  of  May,  1818,  leaving 
his  daughter,  Eliza  Jane  Crawford,  surviving. 

Eliza  Jane  Crawford  died  on  the  24th  of  November, 
1846,  without  having  been  married,  and  in  the  month  of 
December,  1847,  und^  the  provisions  of  the  Trustees  Re- 
lief Act,  the  executors  paid  into  Court,  to  the  account  of 
''  The  trust  funds  come  to  the  hands  of  the  personal 
representatives  of  John  Crawford^  Esq.,  deceased,"  the 
sum  of  14,6052.,  three  pounds  per  centum  reduced  bank 
annuities ;  8,689/.  14«.i  three  pounds  per  centum  consoli* 
dated  bank  annuities;  6,5332.,  18«.  1 IJ.,  three  pounds  five 
shillings  per  centum  bank  annuities ;  605/.,  bank  stock, 
and  the  sum  of  573/.  3^.  Ic/.,  cash,  being  the  sums  re*- 
maining  in  their  hands  on  account  of  the  residuary  per- 
sonal estate  of  the  testator. 

There  were  six  cousins  germm  of  the  testator  living  at 
the  date  of  his  will :  they  all  died  after  the  testator's 
death,  and  living  Eliza  Jane  Crawford. 

The  petition  was  presented  by  the  legal  personal  repre^ 
sentative  of  one  of  the  cousins  german,  praying  for  pay- 
ment to  him  of  his  share,  and  the  payment  to  the  legal 
personal  representatives  of  the  other  deceased  cousins  ger- 
man, of  their  shares.  And  the  question  was,  whether 
that  was  the  proper  construction  of  the  testator's  will,  or 
whether  the  next  of  kin,  according  to  the  Statute  of  Dis- 
tribution, of  the  deceased  cousins  german,  were  the  per- 
sons entitled. 
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Mr.  Cotton  appeared  for  the  petitioner. 

Crawford's        ^^'  Amphlett  for  the  next  of  kin. 
Trusts. 

Mr.  Hobhause  for  the  surviving  representative  of  the 
original  testator. 

Judgment.  On  the  21st  March  the  Vice-Chancellor  delivered 

the  following  judgment : — 

In  this  case  the  testator  John  Crawford  bequeathed 
to  J.  Trotter  and  Coutts  Trotter,  and  to  their  exe- 
cutorsy  the  residue  of  his  property,  in  trust,  to  pay  to  his 
daughter,  Elizabeth  Jane,  all  the  interest  arising  there- 
from during  her  life,  and  if  she  married  and  left  issue, 
one  half  of  such  residue  to  be  at  her  disposal,  and  the 
other  half  to  go  and  belong  to  her  children,  share  and 
share  alike ;  but  if  she  died  unmarried,  or  without  having 
issue  (which  event  happened),  the  whole  of  the  residue 
was  to  be  divided  as  follows :  the  testator  then  proceeded 
to  dispose  of  it  in  various  shares  to  various  persons,  and 
as  to  one-twelfth,  he  gave  it  in  these  words:  ''One 
twelfth  to  be  equally  divided  amongst  all  my  cousins 
german  now  existing,  or  their  representatives."  The 
Master  has  found  that  there  were  six  cousins  german 
living  at  the  date  of  the  will,  all  of  whom  survived  the 
testator,  but  all  died  before  the  testator's  daughter,  J5K- 
zabeth  Jane,  the  tenant  for  life.  She  having  now  died 
without  having  been  married,  I  have  to  decide  who  are 
entitled  to  this  twelfth  part  of  the  residue,  which  has  been 
brought  into  Court  under  the  Trustee  Relief  Act. 

The  contest  lies  between  the  respective  executors  and 
administrators  of  the  cousins  german  on  the  one  band, 
and  their  respective  next  of  kin  on  the  other  hand. 
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The  question  is,  m  what  sense  ha»  the  testator  hers         1S54. 
used  the  term  **  representatives."  t^^ 

CftAWFOBj/s 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  term  is  capable  of  being  TruMi. 
interpreted  in  any  sense  in  which  the  Court  may  be 
satisfied,  from  the  whole  context  of  the  wtlt,  that  the  tes- 
tator intended  to  use  it ;  and  the  cases  are  numerous  in 
which  it  has  been  held  to  mean  one  thing  or  another, 
according  to  the  indicatimis,  collected  from  the  whole 
wiU|  of  the  testator's  intention  in  using  it* 

There  is,  however,  one  rule  of  construction,  of  utiiver- 
aal  application,  which  admits  of  no  exception,  and  which 
ought  never,  under  any  circumstances,  to  be  departed 
from,  viz.,  that  if  any  term  is  used  by  a  testator  which 
has  a  primary  or  ordinary  legal  meaning,  tiixt  is  the  sense 
ID  which  it  ought  to  be  construed,  unless  the  Court  is 
reasonably  satisfied,  by  evidence  to  be  collected  from  the 
will  itself,  of  the  testator's  intention  to  use  it,  not  in  that 
sense,  but  in  some  difierent  sense. 

It  follows,  from  this  rule,  that  in  every  case  in  which  a 
question  is  raised  as  to  the  meaning  to  be  attributed  to 
any  particular  term  used  by  a  testator,  the  first  thing  to 
be  done  is  to  ascertain  and  fix  its  primary  or' ordinary 
legal  meaning,,  and  when  that  is  ascertained,  the  onus  lies 
on  the  party  who  insists  on  attributing  to  it  a  difTerent 
meaniDgy  to  point  out  the  evidence  (if  any)  which  the 
will  fixmishes,  to  show  the  testator's  intention  to  use  the 
term  in  such  d^rent  sense,  and  not  according  to  its 
ordinary  acceptation. 

Morecyver,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  slight  and  trivial 
circumstances  are  not  sufficient  to  afford  such  evidence  of 
VOL.  n.  R 
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1 854.  intention.    In  Attorney- General  v.  Malhin  (a).  Lord  Cot- 

^■^^^^^^^        tenham,  propounding  a  general  rule,  though  he  was  ap- 

Crawford's     plying  It  in  ^  case  where  the  term  used  was  different 

Trutts.  from  that  occurring  in  the  present  case,  expresses  himself 
thus :  "  I  cannot,  however,  abstain  from  observing  that 
such  evidence  ought  to  be  very  strong  to  justify  a  con- 
struction inconsistent  with  the  ordinary  and  legal  mean- 
ing of  the  words  used.  That  such  cases  may  exist  cannot 
be  doubted ;  for  the  words  being  only  the  media  through 
which  the  meaning  is  conveyed,  it  is  immaterial  what 
words  are  used,  if  we  are  sufficiently  informed  what 
meaning  they  are  intended  to  bear ;  but  the  actual  pro- 
bability that  the  author  of  the  instrument  intended  that 
the  words  used  should  be  understood  according  to  their 
ordinary  and  legal  meaning,  is  so  strong,  that  slight  cir- 
cumstances cannot  be  considered  as  sufficient  evidence  of 
a  contrary  intention.  Too  easy  a  departure  from  the 
ordinary  meaning  leads  to  uncertainty,  and  tends  to 
make  every  case  the  subject  of  unsatisfactory  speculation 
as  to  the  author's  intention.*' 

To  the  rules  I  have  thus  referred  to,  the  authority  of 
which  cannot  be  disputed,  any  more  than  their  good 
sense  and  practical  utility,  it  is  my  intention  to  adhere. 

What,  then,  is  the  ordinary  and  legal  meaning  of  the 
term  "  representatives  ?"  Whom  does  the  law  regard  as 
properly  representing  a  deceased  person  with  reference  to 
personal  property  ?  Certainly  his  executors  or  adminis- 
trators. They  represent  his  person ;  they  represent  him 
in  respect  of  his  personal  estate.  The  doctrine  of  the 
executor  properly  representing  his  testator  is  as  old  as 
the  law  itself.    Littleton  (&)  says,  ''  The  executors  rq^re^ 

(a)  2  Phil.  68.  (6)  Sect.  337. 
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gent  the  person  of  their  testator."    And  Lord  Coke,  com-         1854. 
menting  on  that  passage  (a),  says,  "  This  is  to  be  under-  j^^^ 

stood  concerning  goods  and  chattels  either  in  possession  Crawford's 
or  reversion ;  and  the  executor  doth  more  actually  repre^  Trusts, 
sent  the  person  of  the  testator,  than  the  heir  doth  the 
person  of  the  ancestor."  And  having  illustrated  this  pro- 
position by  an  instance,  he  adds,  '*  Furthermore,  here 
the  administrators,  and  the  ordinary  also,  are  implied.** 
No  doubt  the  full  expression  commonly  employed  to  de- 
signate executors  or  administrators  is  ^Megal  personal 
representatives."  But  the  words  *'  legal'*  and  "  personal** 
are  not  essential  to  that  designation.  The  word  "  legal,** 
when  added  to  representatives,  only  means  the  represen- 
tatives recognized  by  law,  and  does  not  designate  diffe- 
rent persons  from  those  who  would  be  intended  by  the 
single  word  "  representatives,**  any  more  than  the  term 
"  legal  heirs,"  describes  different  persons  from  those  who 
would  be  designated  by  the  single  word  *'  heirs."  And 
the  term  '^  personal,"  when  added  to  representatives,  im- 
ports nothing  more  than  that  the  representatives  intended 
are  the  representatives  of  the  deceased  in  respect  of  per- 
sonal property.  In  several  cases,  some  of  which  I  shall 
have  occasion  presently  to  mention,  the  words  'Megal 
representatives,*'  without  the  words  "  personal,*'  and  the 
words  "personal  representatives"  without  the  word  "legal" 
have  equally  been  judicially  determined  to  be  terms,  the 
ordinary  legal  sense  of  which  is  executors  or  adminis- 
trators. And  so  it  appears  to  me  that  the  ordinary  legal 
sense  of  the  term  "  representatives,*'  without  the  addition 
of  "  legal*'  or  "  personal,"  is  executors  or  administrators. 
It  will  be  observed  that  the  question  at  this  moment 
under  consideration  is  not  whether  the  use  of  the  full 
description  "legal  personal  representatives"  may  not 

(a)  Co.  Litt.  209  a. 
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1854. 

In  re 

Cbattfoiud's 

TrwU. 


make  it  more  certaia  and  unquestionable  whom  the  tes- 
tator meant  to  designate,  than  the  use  of  the  single  term 
''representatives/*  but  simply  what  is  the  primary,  or 
proper,  or  ordinary  and  legal  meaning  of  the  word  ''  re- 
presentatives." 

Now,  although  the  term  "representatives"  may  be 
construed  to  mean  ''  next  of  kin,"  if  it  appears  that  the 
testator  intended  to  use  it  in  that  sense,  I  take  it  to  be 
clear  thai;  that  is  not  its  primary  or  ordinary  legal  mean- 
ing. It  must  be  observed,  that  in  the  cases  m  which 
that  term  has  been  construed  ''  next  of  kin,"  it  has  been 
held  to  mean  the  persons  who  would  be  entitled  to  his 
personal  estate  by  virtue  of  the  Statute  of  Distributions, 
in  case  he  had  died  intestate  {Booth  v.  Vicars  {a)  \ 
Smith  V.  Palmer  (b)).  Such  persons  do  not,  property 
speaking,  represent  the  deceased  in  any  respect  whatever. 
They  are  not  necessarily  his  representatives  in  respect  of 
Uood,  for  the  class  may  include  persons  standing  in 
different  degrees  of  consanguinity  to  the  deceased,  and 
even  the  wife  will  be  included,  though  not  related  at  aU 
in  blood.  See  Smith  v.  Palmer  (6).  Nor  do  they  repre- 
sent him  hfi  respect  of  his  personal  estate ;  for  they  are 
not  the  parties  against  whom  a  creditor  or  other  person 
having  a  demand  against  the  testator  must  bring  his  ac- 
tion or  file  his  bill  to  recover  his  debt  or  demand;  and 
although  they  are  entitled  to  receive  from  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  deceased,  dying  intestate,  the  clear  surpfais 
of  his  personal  estate^  after  payment  of  all  the  funeral 
and  testamentary  expenses,  debts  and  legacies,  such  right 
is  merely  conferred  on  them  by  statute,  and  after  all  is 
no  better  right  than  that  of  a  residuary  legatee. 

The  conclusion  therefore  is,  that  the  ordinary  and 
(a)  1  Coll.  6.  (6)  7  Hare,  St%5. 
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jegal  meaning  of  the  terra  **  repFesentatives''  i8«  not ''  next         1854. 
xrfkin,"  but  ''executors  or  administrators/'  and  that  is  7^*^^ 

the  sense  in  which  the  testator  must  be  considered  to    Cxawford's 
have  used  it,  unless  the  will  affords  evidence  su£Scient  to         TrtuU, 
satisfy  the  Court  that  he  intended  to  use  it  in  a  diSerent 
sense.     Accordingly^  in  several  cases,  the  term  "  repre- 
fientatives**  or  any  other  similar  term,  has  been  held  to 
mean  executors  or  administrators. 

The  nearest  case  to  the  present  is  Ccrbyn  v.  JFV0»cA(a). 
There  a  testator  bequeathed  his  personal  estate  in  trust 
for  bis  wife  for  her  life^  and  at  her  decease,  he  bequeathed 
to  each  of  his  sister's  children,  viz.,  John^  Dorothy,  Wil^ 
Ham  and  Christopher,  or  their  representatives  or  repre^ 
sentative,  2,000/.  John  died  before  the  testator ;  CAm- 
tepher  survived  the  testator,  but  died  before  the  tenant 
for  life.  The  case  of  Christopher  was  precisely,  and  in 
terms,  the  present  case.  The  bequest  was  after  a  pre- 
vious life  estate,  and  the  gift  was  to  him  or  his  represen* 
tatives  or  representative.  And  Lord  Alvanley  decided 
that  the  gift  to  Christopher  was  good,  and  passed  to  his 
executors  or  administrators.  The  legacy  to  John,  who 
had  died  before  the  testator,  was  held  to  have  lapsed. 
And  bis  lordship  observed,  that  if  Elizabeth  Cooper  had 
died  in  the  testator's  lifedme,  her  legacy  would  also  have 
lapsed.  Here,  then,  was  a  clear  decision  that  where  a 
legacy  is  given  to  a  man,  or  his  representatives  or  repre- 
sentative, after  a  previous  life  estate,  the  term  "  represen- 
tatives" is  to  be  construed  ''  executors  or  administraitors," 
and  that  the  term  **  proper  representatives'*  must  receive 
the  same  cooatruction. 

This  ease  is  the  more  conclusive  on  the  point,  because 
(a)  4  Ves.  418. 
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1854.  it  was  decided  by  the  same  judge  who  a  few  years  before, 

^^^y^^        in  Bridge  v.  Abbott  (which  I  shall  have  occasion  to  no- 

Crawford's     ^^^  presently),  where  there  was  no  life  estate,  had  held 

Trusts*         words  very  similar  to  mean  next  of  kin  according  to  the 

Statute  of  Distributions. 

In  Price  v.  Strange  (a),  the  testator  devised  real  estate 
in  trust  for  his  wife  for  her  life  or  widowhood ;  with  a 
direction,  after  her  death  or  second  marriage,  to  sell  the 
property  and  divide  the  proceeds  among  such  of  his  chil- 
dren as  should  be  then  living,  and  the  legal  represen- 
tative or  representatives  of  such  of  them  as  should  be 
then  dead,  share  and  share  alike.  Sir  John  Leach  said, 
'Mt  is  a  sound  rule  of  construction  to  understand  words 
in  their  ordinary  sense,  unless  controlled  by  a  different 
intention  appearing  upon  the  whole  instrument  The 
ordinary  sense  of  legal  representatives  is  executors  or  ad- 
ministrators." And  he  decided  that,  as  there  was  not 
enough  to  show  any  different  intention,  that  was  the 
meaning  to  be  attributed  to  them. 

The  same  meaning  was  attributed  by  Sir  John  Leach 
to  the  words  personal  representatives^  in  Saberton  v. 
Skeels  {b\  which  I  refer  to,  although  the  limitation  was 
different  from  that  in  the  present  case.  There  the  tes- 
tator gave  1,000/.  to  each  of  his  daughters,  with  a  direc- 
tion that  each  legacy  should  be  invested  in  the  names  of 
his  trustees  and  the  daughter,  the  interest  to  be  paid  to 
the  daughter  for  her  life  for  her  separate  use;  and  at 
her  death  to  pass  according  to  her  will ;  and  for  want 
thereof,  to  go  to  her  personal  representatives.  One  of 
the  daughters  died,  leaving  a  husband  and  children,  and 
the  husband  took  out  administration  to  her.     Sir  John 

(a)  6  Madd.  149.  (6)  1  Russ.  &  Myl.  587. 
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Leach  said^  "All  words  are  to  be  used  in  their  ordinary         1854. 

sense,  unless  controlled  by  the  context  of  the  will.     The        ^^^^ 

Iti  Te 
ordinary  sense  of  the  words  *  personal  representatives'  is    Crawford's 

executors  or  administrators."    And  he  decided  that  the         Trutts. 

fund  belonged  to  the  husband  and  administrator. 

In  Binchcliffe  v.  W€stwood(a)y  the  testator  gave  1,000/. 
in  trusty  to  pay  the  interest  to  his  daughter,  Mary  West- 
tDOod,  for  life,  with  a  limitation  to  her  children ;  but  if 
she  should  die  without  leaving  issue  (which  event  hap- 
pened),  then  to  pay  and  divide  the  1,000/.  equally  amongst 
the  testator's  sons,  Thomas,  Richard  smd  John  Westwood, 
share  and  share  alike ;  but  in  case  of  the  decease  of  all 
or  any  of  them  in  the  lifetime  of  the  daughter,  he  gave 
the  share  or  shares  of  him  or  them  so  dying  to  his  or 
their  legal  personal  representative  or  representatives.  Two 
of  the  sons  having  died  in  the  lifetime  of  the  tenant  for 
life,  the  Lord  Justice  Knight  Bruce,  then  Vice- Chan- 
cellor, held  that  their  shares  belonged  to  their  executors 
and  administrators,  and  not  to  their  next  of  kin. 

These  cases  are  sufficient  to  establi^sh  the  proposition 
that  the  ordinary  legal  meaning  of  each  of  the  terms 
"  representatives,"  "  legal  representatives"  and  "  personal 
representatives,"  as  well  as  of  the  term  "  legal  personal 
representatives,"  when  used  with  respect  to  personalty, 
is,  not  next  of  kin,  but  executors  and  administrators. 

The  following  are  cases  in  which  the  Court  found  in 
the  will  sufficient  evidence  of  the  testator's  intention  to 
use  the  term  other  than  in  its  ordinary  legal  sense.  In 
Booth  V.  Vicars  (6),  the  testator  gave  his  residuary  per- 
sonal estate  in  trust,  to  pay  the  income  to  his  wife  for 

(a)  2  De  Gex  &Sma.  216.  (6)  1  Coll.  6. 
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I85i.  life,  and  after  her  death  to  be  assigned  to  and  to  go  and 

^^"^^^  be  paid  to  Nicholas  Vicars  and  Mcary  Brown  equally,  share 
Crawford's  ^^^  share  alike,  if  then  living ;  but  if  dead,  to  go  and  be 
.  Trusts,  equally  divided  to  and  amongst  their  respective  next  legal 
representatives^  share  and  share  alike.  NuAolas  Vicars 
and  Mary  Brown  both  died  before  the  wife.  Here  the 
word  *'next,"  which  was  added  to  the  words  ^  legal  re- 
presentatives/* was  a  term  having  no  connection  with  the 
character  of  executors  or  administrators,  and  was  suffi- 
cient to  show  that  the  testator  used  the  language  to  de« 
signate  the  next  of  kin.  And  the  Vice-Chancellor  Knight 
Bruce  so  decided. 

So  in  Smith  v.  Palmer  {a\  a  testator  gave  his  real  and 
personal  estate  in  trust  for  his  wife  for  life,  and  directed 
that  at  her  death  the  real  estate  should  be  aold,  and  the 
proceeds,  with  the  personal  estate,  be  paid  and  divided 
thus:  one-thtrd  to  James  Sirachan,  if  then  living;  but 
if  he  dumld  be  then  dead,  to  his  legid  representative  or 
representatAoeSf  if  more  than  one,  share  and  share  alihe ; 
and  the  other  two-thirds  to  two  other  persons  respec- 
tively in  the  same  words.  Here  the  direction  diat  the 
legal  representatives  should  take,  share  and  share  alihe, 
was  sufficient  evidence  of  the  testator's  intention  to  use 
the  words  "legal  representatives"  in  a  different  sense 
from  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  executors  or  adminis- 
trators ;  and  James  Strachan  having  died  in  the  lifetime 
of  the  tenant  for  life,  the  Vice-Chancellor  Wigram  de- 
cided that  his  third  belonged  to  the  persons  who,  accord- 
ing to  the  Statute  of  Distributions,  would  be  entitled  to 
his  personal  estate. 

Again, in  Walker  v. Marquis  ofCamden(b),  the  testator 
gave  the  residue  of  his  real  and  personal  estate  to  trus- 

(a)  7  Hare,  225.  (6)  16  Simons,  329. 
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(ees,  in  tnsat  for  his  son  Wiltiam  Palmer  for  life,  with  a  1854. 
limitation  for  the  benefit  of  the  son's  children^  their  ^'^f^'^^ 
hm^  executors  or  administrators;  but  if  he  died  with-  Crawford's 
out  leaTing  any  child  (which  event  happened),  then  to  Trusts* 
-sell  all  the  property^  and  divide  and  pay  the  produce  as 
follows:  one-fourth  to  Anthtmy  Palmer^  if  then  living; 
and  if  not,  then  to  his  legal  representative  or  representee 
tives;  and  tlie  other  three-fourths  to  three  other  persons 
respectively  in  the  same  words.  The  Vice-^HhanoeUor  of 
England  held  the  words  to  mean  ^*  next  of  kin/'  and  not 
''  executors  and  administrators/*  on  the  cround  that  the 
words  ^'executors  and  administrators"  occnrred  five  times 
in  odier  parts  of  the  will^  and  therefore  his  Honor 
thought  the  wonk  ^  legal  representative  or  represen- 
tatives*' mnst  have  been  used  by  the  testator  in  a  diffe- 
rent sense*  Whether  this  ought  to  have  been  held 
sufficient  evidence  of  the  testator's  intention  to  use  the 
words  **  legal  representative  or  representatives"  in  a  difie- 
rent  sense  from  their  ordinary  legal  acceptation^  may  per- 
haps be  doubted ;  especially  as  the  words  ^  executors  or 
administrators'*  were  never  used  by  the  testator  with 
refi^ence  to  any  person  taking  a  beneficial  interest  under 
the  willy  but  only  with  reference  to  the  trustees^  except 
in  the  one  place  above  mentioned;  and  he  never  used 
them  except  in  connection  with  the  word  ^  heirs ;"  that  is, 
in  directing  his  trustees  what  they  were  to  do  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  trusts,  he  several  times  used  the  words 
"  my  said  trustees,  or  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them, 
or  the  heirs,  executors  or  administrators  of  such  sur- 
vivor." But  whatever  opinion  may  be  entertained  on 
that  point,  the  case  entirely  illustrates  the  principle,  even 
supposing  it  to  have  been  erroneously  applied. 

The  cases  I  have  hitherto  mentioned  (with  the  excep- 
tion of  Saberton  v.  Skeels,  where  the  form  of  the  bequest 
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1854.  was  altogether  different  from  that  in  the  present  case) 

^^'^^'^^  ^ere  ftU  cases  where  the  gift  to  the  legatee  or  his  repre- 
Crawford's  sentatives  (or  his  legal  representatives^  or  personal  re* 
Trusts,  presentadves,  or  legal  personal  representatives)  was  to 
take  effect  after  a  previous  life  estate,  i.e.  where  the  tes- 
tator was  contemplating  and  providing  for  the  event  of 
the  legatee  surviving  him  (the  testator),  but  dying  in  the 
lifetime  of  the  tenant  for  life.  In  any  such  case  there  is 
no  improbability  in  supposing  the  testator  to  have  in- 
tended that  the  legacy  should  go  to  the  legatee's  exe- 
cutors or  administrators  as  part  of  his  personal  estate ; 
for  then  the  legatee  gets  the  benefit  of  the  bequest  as  a 
reversionary  legacy,  though  he  may  not  live  to  receive  it. 
But  where  the  legacy  or  gift  is  immediate,  without  any 
prior  life  estate,  as  where  the  testator  gives  a  legacy  or 
personal  fund  to  ^.  or  his  'Megal  representatives,*'  he  is 
contemplating  and  providing  for  the  event  of  the  intended 
legatee  dying  in  his  (the  testator's)  lifetime.  In  such 
event  the  intended  legatee  could  not,  under  any  construc- 
tion whjch  could  be  put  on  the  words  "  legal  represen- 
tatives," derive  any  advantage  from  the  bequest ;  indeed, 
he  would  never  even  know  of  the  bounty  or  provision 
made  for  him  by  the  testator's  will,  so  as  to  exercise  any 
judgment  as  to  the  best  mode  of  disposing  of  it  as  part 
of  his  own  property,  or  to  make  any  arrangement  or  dis- 
position of  his  property  with  reference  to  it;  and  there- 
fore it  is  highly  improbable  that  the  testator  should  in- 
tend that,  if  the  intended  legatee  should  die  in  his  life- 
time, the  legacy  should  go  to  his  executors  or  adminis- 
trators as  part  of  the  legatee's  general  assets,  perhaps  to 
benefit  no  one  but  the  legatee's  creditors.  And  this  im- 
probability is  such  as  to  furnish  sufficient  evidence,  where 
the  gift  to  ^.  or  his  legal  representatives  is  immediate 
(i.e.  without  any  prior  life  estate),  of  the  testator's  inten- 
tion to  use  the  term  *'  representatives"  not  in  its  ordinary 
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legal  sense,  but  as  designating  the  persons  who  by  virtue         1854. 
of  the  Statute  of  Distributions  would  be  entitled  to  A.^s  /^^^^"^ 

perscmal  estate,  if  he  had  died  intestate.  Chawford's 


Trusti. 


Thus  in  Bridge  v.  Abbott  {a\  a  testatrix  gave  her  re- 
siduary personal  estate  to  eight  persons,  equally  to  be 
divided  among  them,  share  and  share  alike;  and  she 
directed  that,  in  case  of  the  death  of  any  of  them  before 
her  (the  testatrix),  the  share  or  shares  of  him  or  them  so 
dying  before  her  should  go  to  his  or  their  kgcd  represenr 
tatives.  One  of  them  died  before  the  testatrix;  and 
Lord  Alvanley  decreed  that  his  share  belonged  to  his 
next  of  kin,  according  to  the  Statute  of  Distributions. 

So  in  Cotton  v.  Cotton  (&),  the  testator  directed  that 
his  residuary  estate  should  be  divided  in  certain  propor- 
tions among  twelve  persons,  or  their  legal  representatives. 
One  having  died  before  the  testator,  Lord  Langdale  de- 
cided in  favour  of  the  next  of  kin,  according  to  the  statute. 

These  two  cases,  so  far  from  being  at  variance  with 
those  before  mentioned,  in  which  the  term  **  represen- 
tatives,'* or  "legal  representatives,"  was  held  to  mean 
executors  or  administrators,  are,  in  fact,  like  them,  con- 
sistent illustrations  of  the  same  principle.  In  Corbyn  v. 
French^  Price  v.  Strange^  Sabeton  v.  Skeels  and  Hvnch" 
cliffe  V.  Westwood^  the  will  afforded  no  sufficient  evi- 
dence that  the  testator  intended  to  use  the  term  other- 
wise than  according  to  its  ordinary  legal  meaning,  and 
therefore  it  was  held  to  designate  executors  and  adminis- 
trators. In  Booth  V.  VicoTSf  Smith  v.  Palmer  and 
Walher  v.  Marquis  of  Camden,  the  Court  discovered, 
from  certain  expressions  in  the  will,  sufficient  evidence  of 
the  testator's  intention  to  use  the  term  in  a  sense  diffe- 
(o)  3  Bro.  C.  C.  224.  (b)  %  Beav.  67. 
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1854.  rent  from  its  ordinary  legal  mesDHig,  and  tlherefore  held 

^'^*^  it  to  mean  next  of  kin.  And  in  Bridge  v.  Abbott  and 
Crawford's  Cotton  v.  Cotton  the  circumstance  that  the  gift  was  im- 
Trusls.  mediate,  without  any  prior  life  estate ;  i.e.  that  the  tes- 
tator was  providing  for  the  ev^nt  of  the  intoided  legatee 
dying  in  his  lifetime,  was  held  to  afford  sufficient  evi- 
dence of  the  testator's  intention  to  nse  the  term  'Megal 
representatives"  in  a  sense  different  from  that  of  exe- 
cutors or  administrators,  by  reason  of  the  very  great 
improbability  that  the  testator  should  mean  the  legacy  to 
be  thrown,  without  specific  object  and  without  any  b^iefit 
^o  the  intended  legatee,  into  the  general  assets  of  the 
legatee  dying  before  him;  and  therefore  the  term  was 
held  to  have  been  used  by  the  testator  in  the  sense  of 
next  of  kin« 

I  think  it  will  tend  to  illustrate  my  view  of  the  subject 
to  place  the  two  cases  of  Bridge  v.  Abbott  and  Corbyn 
T«  French  side  by  side,  because  they  were  decided  by 
the  same  most  eminent  and  learned  judge,  and  because 
the  two  cases  were  in  their  circumstances  substantially 
the  same  in  all  respects  but  one,  and  the  one  point  of 
difference  was,  that  in  the  former  the  gift  was  immediate, 
and  in  the  latter  it  was  to  take  effect  after  a  life  estate. 
Why  did  Lord  AlvanUy  decide  in  the  former  that  the 
term  **  legal  representatives'*  meant  next  of  kin  according 
to  the  statute,  and  in  the  latter  that  the  term  "  represen- 
tatives" meant  executors  or  administrators?  Not  be- 
cause, when  he  decided  the  case  of  Corbyn  v.  French^  in 
1799,  he  had  forgotten  his  decision  in  Bridge  v.  Abbott, 
in  1791,  for  that  case  was  cited  in  Corbyn  v.  French, 
Not  because  the  word  "  legal"  was  used  by  the  testatrix 
in  the  first  case,  and  omitted  by  the  testator  in  the 
second;  for  no  one,  I  think,  will  contend  that  the  term 
''  representatives,"  in  its  ordinary  legal  acceptation,  more 
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ckavly  and'  eertainly  means  executors  and  administrators  1 854. 

than  the  terra  "  l^gal  representatives,"  or  that  the  primary  ^^""^^^ 
and  proper  meaning  of  "  legal  representatives"  is  next  of  CkAwroRn's 
kin,  while  the  primary  and  proper  meaning  of  "  repre*  TrmtU. 
sentatives"  is  executors  and  administrators.  The  reason 
for  Ae  different  decisions  is  declared  by  Lord  Alvanley 
bmself.  In  Bridge  v.  Albott,  where,  the  gift  being  im- 
mediate, the  testatrix  was  providing  for  the  event  of  the 
legatee  dying  in  her  own  lifetime,  his  lordship  states  the 
grounds  for  concluding  that  she  could  not  be  supposed 
to  intend,  in  that  event,  to  give  the  fund  to  his  executors 
or  administrators,  either  beneficially  or  as  part  of  his 
assets ;  and  in  Corbyn  v.  French  he  puts  the  distinction 
expressly  upon  the  circumstance  that  the  gift  was  not 
immediate,  as  in  Bridge  v.  Abbott,  but  to  take  effect 
after  a  life  estate ;  so  that  there  was  an  interval  after  the 
testator's  death,  in  which  the  legatee  might  die;  and 
though  it  vested,  he  might  not  live  to  receive  it  Now  it 
would  be  perfectly  possible  for  a  testator  giving  a  legacy 
to  A.,  aftisr  the  death  of  a  tenant  for  life,  to  direct  that  if 
the  legatee  should  die  before  the  tenant  for  life,  the 
legacy  shoold  go  ta  the  legatee's  next  of  kin :  there 
would  be  nothing  strange  or  unnatural  in  such  an  inten- 
tion. Why  then  did  not  Lord  Ahanky  hold  that  to  be 
the  sense  in  which  the  testator  used  the  term  **  representsr 
tives"  in  Carhyn  v.  French,  as  he  did  in  Bridge  v.  Ahb&tt  ? 
Because  that  is  not  its  ordinary  legal  meaning ;  and  inas- 
much as  the  gift  was  not  immediate,  but  to  take  efiect  after 
a  life  estate,  the  will  did  not  afford  evidence  of  the  tes- 
tator's intention  Xo  use  the  term  otherwise  than  in  its 
ordinary  legal  sense  of  executors  and  administrators. 
Whereas  in  Bridge  v.  Abbott,  the  gift  being  immediate, 
that  afforded  sufficient  evidence  of  the  testator's  intention 
to  use  the  term  in  a  different  sense  from  its  ordinary 
legal  acceptation. 
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1854.  Having  stated  the  principles  which  I  think  ought  to 

^^^^  govern  all  cases  of  this  description,  principles  with  which 
Crawford's  ^^  ^^^  decided  cases  that  I  am  aware  of  are  perfectly 
Trusts.  consistent,  it  remains  only  to  apply  them  to  the  case  now 
before  me.  In  this  bequest  of  one- twelfth  of  the  residue 
to  the  cousins  german,  or  their  representatives,  the  term 
*'  representatives"  must  be  construed  executors  or  admi- 
nistrators, which  is  its  ordinary  legal  meaning,  unless  the 
will  furnishes  sufficient  evidence  of  the  testator's  intention 
to  use  it  in  a  different  sense.  As  the  gift  is  to  take  effect 
after  a  previous  life  estate,  there  is  no  such  improbability 
in  supposing  that  the  testator  meant  the  legacy  to  be 
received  by  the  executors  or  administrators  of  the  legatee 
as  part  of  his  general  estate,  as  there  would  be  if  the  gift 
-  were  immediate.  Does  the  will  afford  any  other  evidence 
of  the  testator's  intention  to  use  the  term  "  representa- 
tives" otherwise  than  in  its  ordinary  legal  sense  of  execu- 
tors or  administrators  ?  I  find  none.  The  words  ''exe- 
cutors or  administrators"  do  not  occur  in  the  will.  It  is 
true  the  word  ''  executors"  does  once  occur ;  but  that  is 
only  in  the  gift  of  the  residue  to  the  trustees,  where  he 
uses  this  language,  ''  To  my  good  friends  John  Trotter 
and  Coutts  Trotter^  and  to  their  executors,  I  leave  all  the 
residue  of  my  property,  to  be  by  them  held  in  trust,  &c.," 
the  word  "  executors**  standing  alone,  without  the  word 
"  administrators."  And,  therefore,  even  supposing  Walker 
V.  Marquis  of  Camden  to  have  been  rightly  decided,  I 
am  of  opinion  that  the  mere  occurrence  of  the  word 
''executors"  by  itself,  in  the  bequest  to  the  trustees, 
affords  no  sufficient  evidence  of  the  testator's  intention 
to  use  the  term  "  representatives"  otherwise  than  in  the 
sense  of  executors  or  administrators.  If  I  were  to  hold 
otherwise,  I  should  be  contravening  the  principle  I  have 
before  referred  to,  as  laid  down  by  Lord  Cottenhqm  in 
Attomey-Oeneral  v.  Malkin, — that  slight  circumstances 


CASES   IN  CHANCERY.  «47 

ought  not  to  be  considered  as  affording  sufficient  evi-         1854. 
dence  of  the  testator's  intention  to  use  the  term  which  he  /^'^"^'^ 

has  chosen  to  employ  otherwise  than  in  its  ordinary  legal     Crawford's 
sense.    And  as  I  cannot  discover  in  the  will  any  other         Trusts. 
evidence  of  such  intention,  I  must  construe  the  term 
"representatives'*  in  its  ordinary  legal  sense  of  executors 
and  administrators. 

Let  the  fund  in  Court,  which  represents  the  one-twelfth 
of  the  residue,  be  divided  in  equal  sixth  shares  among 
the  executors  or  administrators  of  the  six  cousins  german 
named  in  the  Master's  report,  to  be  by  them  respectively 
applied  as  part  of  the  general  personal  estate  of  their 
respective  testators  or  intestates. 
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1854. 

8  and  9th 

Mardi. 

mSi^fsL  CARTER  V.  SANDERS. 

Ri^es^Jtive.  ^^^^  EASTABROOK  made  her  will  on  the 
Heir-at-law.     17th  July,  1830.     She  directed  her  debts  and  testamen- 
'^*^'  tary  and  funeral  expenses  to  be  paid.     She  gave  certain 

N.  and  C,  real  estate  to  John  Norris.  She  gave  to  /.  Norris  and 
on^*"w^^^"  her  daughter  Nancy  Eastabrook  an  annuity  of  80/.  a  year 
jointly  indebted  during  the  life  of  her  daughter  M.  A.  Carrier ^  payable 
to  S,^  and  the  out  of  her  real  and  personal  estate,  and  to  be  paid  to  her 
cured  by  a  de-  ^^"ghtcr  Af .  A.  Carter  for  her  life.  She  gave  the  re- 
posit  of  title       sidue  of  her  property,  real  and  personal,  to  her  daughter 

^^t*b  1^*^*^"  "^^"^  ^^*^^^^*'  ^^"^  heirs,  executors,  administrators 
to  C.  M.  ap-  and  assigns,  subject  to  the  charges  created  by  her  will, 
pointed^,  her  for  her  and  their  absolute  use,  benefit  and  disposal;  and 
of  her  property  ^^  appointed  Nancy  Eastabrook  executrix  of  her  will, 
consisted  of  a 

mortgage  debt,  and  after  her  will  she  purchased  some  real  estate, 
which  descended  to  N.  and  C.  N,  died,  leaving  a  large  amount  of  Af.'< 
debts  unpaid,  and  she  made  the  Plaintiff  her  executrix,  so  that  the 
Plaintiff  was  personal  representative  both  of  M.  and  of  M  After 
the  death  of  Af.,  N,  and  C.  borrowed  of  S,  money  on  a  deposit  of 
the  title  deeds,  by  which  M's  mortgage  debt  was  secured,  and  of 
the  title  deeds  of  the  real  estate  descended  to  N,  and  C  S,  knew 
that  the  money  was  only  partially  wanted  for  the  purposes  of  M,*s 
estate.  There  had  been  another  suit  to  administer  the  estate  of  AT., 
and  a  decree  in  that  suit ;  and  part  of  the  real  estate  of  M,  sold  on 
a  bill  by  the  Plaintiff  against  S,  seeking  to  recover  the  title  deeds 
deposited. 

Held,  1st  That  the  Plaintiff  was  not  incapable  of  suing  by  being 
the  representative  of  N,^  who,  it  was  admitted,  could  not  have  sus- 
tained a  bill. 

2.  That,  though  only  personal  representative  of  A/.,  she  could, 
under  the  circumstances,  sue  in  respect  both  of  her  real  and  personal 
estate. 

^'  3.  That  the  mortgage  bv  N,  and  C,  as  the  heiresses  of  M.,  did 
not  relieve  the  purchaser  from  the  suit  of  Af.'<  representative. 

4.  That  as  to  the  claim  of  S.  that  would  depend  on  the  result  of 
an  inquiry  what  part  of  the  money  advanced  nad  been  applied  for 
the  purposes  o£  M.'s  estate. 
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The  testatrix  died  on  the  16th  August,  1843,  and  her 
will  was  duly  proved  by  Nancy  Eastabrook,  The  tes- 
tatrix at  the  time  of  her  decease  was  possessed  of  some 
personal  estate,  but  not  enough  to  pay  her  debts  and 
funeral  and  testamentary  expenses :  part  of  it  was  a  mort- 
gage debt  of  900/.  secured  on  premises,  partly  freehold, 
partly  leasehold,  in  St.  MartirCs  parish,  Exeter,  After 
the  date  of  her  will,  the  testatrix  purchased  some  real 
estate  at  Tawton  in  Devonshire,  and  which  descended  to 
her  two  daughters  Mary  Ann  Carter  and  Nancy  Easta^ 
brook,  as  her  co-heiresses  at  law. 


S4d 
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Nancy  Eastabrook  paid  the  funeral  and  testamentary 
expenses  of  the  testatrix  out  of  her  personal  estate ;  but  a 
large  amount  of  her  debts  remained  unpaid  at  the  date  of 
her  will.  She  made  her  will  on  the  30th  March,  1844, 
and  made  the  Plaintiff  her  sole  executrix.  She  died  on 
the  19th  May,  1844;  the  Plaintiff  therefore  became  the 
personal  representative  both  of  Mary  Eastabrook  and 
Nancy  Eastabrook. 

The  Defendants  Sanders,  Barnes  and  Sanders  were 
bankers,  with  whom  M.  A,  Carter  and  Nancy  Easta- 
brook, before  the  9th  February,  1844,  deposited,  for 
securing  589Z.  Vts.  2d.  due  from  them,  the  title  deeds  of 
the  Tawton  estate,  and  of  other  real  estate  belonging  ex- 
clusively to  ilf.  A.  Carter. 


Before  the  9th  February,  the  Defendants  made  a 
further  advance  of  310/.  2s.  lOd.  to  M.  A.  Carter  and 
Nancy  Eastabrook,  on  a  deposit,  accompanied  by  a  me- 
morandum, of  the  mortgage  deeds  of  the  St.  Martin's 
property ;  and  at  the  same  time  M.  A.  Carter  and  Nancy 
Eastabrook  gave  their  joint  and  several  promissory  note 
for  900/. 
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The  bill  alleged  that  the  real  facts  as  to  the  advances 
were  as  follows  : — That  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  the 
testatrix  Mary  Eastabrooky  Nancy  Eastabrooh  and 
Mary  Awn  Carter  were  jointly  and  severally  indebted 
to  the  Defendants  Sanders  &  Co.  in  748/.  17f.  2d.  on 
their  private  accounts.  The  debt  was  by  simple  con- 
tract, and  was  secured  by  deposit  by  way*of  equitable 
mortgage,  of  the  deeds  of  some  property  belonging  to  the 
said  Mary  Ann  Carter  in  St.  SidweWa,  Exeter.  This 
defbt  was  subsequently  reduced  by  the  payment  of  160Z* 
to  589Z.  17f.  2d.  Shortly  after  the  decease  of  the  tes- 
tatrix Mary  Eastabrooky  Messrs.  Sanders  &  Co.  brought 
an  action  against  Nancy  Eastabrook  and  Mary  Ann 
Carter  for  the  said  debt  of  589/.  17<.  2d.,  and  were  in  a 
situation  to  sign  judgment  and  issue  execution  against 
them.  To  prevent  this,  Sanders  &  Co.  required  further 
security  or  payment,  and  thereupon  Nancy  Eastabrook 
deposited  with  Sanders  &  Co.  as  a  further  security  for 
the  private  debt  of  herself  and  the  said  Mary  Ann  Carter^ 
the  title  deeds  of  the  hereditaments  and  premises  at  Soutk 
Tawton  purchased  by  the  said  testatrix  Mary  Eastabrook 
after  the  date  of  her  said  will.  Shortly  previous  to  the 
9th  day  of  February,  1844,  Nancy  Eastabrook  was  again 
pressed  by  the  said  Messrs.  Sanders  &  Co.  for  payment, 
and  as  she  was  unable  to  make  any  payment  and  required 
a  further  advance,  Sanders  &  Co.  agreed  to  lend  her  a 
further  sum,  310/.  2s.  lOd.,  on  the  security  of  the  joint 
promissory  note  of  herself  and  the  said  Mary  Ann  Carter, 
dated  the  9th  day  of  February,  1844,  and  the  deposit  of 
the  title  deeds  of  the  said  property  in  St.  MartMs-m^ 
the- Close,  and  the  execution  by  her  of  the  memorandum 
of  deposit  dated  the  9th  day  of  February,  1844. 


That  the  debts  of  the  testatrix  Mary  Eastabrook  re- 
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mained  unpaid,  and  her  testamentary  expenses  «nd  the 
arrears  of  the  said  annuity  and  interest  tUiereon  were 
greater  in  amount  than  the  whole  of  her  personal  estate 
when  got  in,  and  her  real  estate  when  sold,  would  be 
suiSoient  to  satisfy.  The  monies  advanced  to  .the  said 
Nancy  Eastabrook  by  Sanders  &  Co.  on  the  security  of 
the  title  deeds  of  the  said  hereditaments  and  premises  at 
South  Tawton,  and  of  the  said  premises  in  St.  Martin's, 
Exeter,  were  so  advanced  for  her  own  private  purposes, 
and  not  for  the  purposes  of  paying  the  debts  of  the  tes- 
tatrix Mary  Eastabrook;  and  Messrs.  Sanders  &  Co. 
made  no  advances  to  her  in  her  character  of  executrix  of 
the  said  Mary  Eastabrook,  and  well  knew  when  such 
advances  were  made  that  the  monies  advanced  to  her 
were  borrowed  by  her  for  her  own  purposes  and  not  for 
the  purpose  of  being  applied  in  paying  the  debts  of  the 
testatrix,  or  otherwise  in  the  administration  of  the  tes- 
tatrix's estate. 


1854. 


The  bill  prayed  that  it  might  be  declared  tha^,  as 
against  the  creditors  of  Mary  Eastabrook  the  testatrixj 
the  Defendants  Sanders  &  Co.  were  not  entitled  to  hold 
the  title  deeds  of  the  premises  at  Tawton  and  of  the 
iS^.  Martin's  premises  as  security  for  their  advances  to 
Nancy  Eastabrook  and  Mary  Ann  Carter,  or  either  of 
them,  and  that  they  might  deliver  them  up.  The  an- 
swer admitted,  as  to  the  advances,  that  the  Defendants 
understood  that  part  was  wanted,  and  they  believed 
it  was  applied,  by  Nancy  Eastabrook  for  the  purposes 
of  the  estate;  but  it  did  not  identify  how  much.  The 
xemaining  material  facts  appear  on  the  judgment. 


Mr.  Glasse  and  Mr.  T.  H.  Terrell  for  the  Plaintia; 
«t«Xed  the  case. 
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Mr.  J.  Baily  and  J.  V.  Prior  for  the  Defendants. 

1st.  The  J^laintiff  cannot  file  a  bill  at  all^  being  the 
representative  of  Nancy  Eastabrook. 

2ndly.  As  personal  representative  only,  she  has  no 
right  to  file  a  bill  seeking  relief  as  to  the  real  estate  of 
the  testator. 

3rdly.  The  alienation  by  the  heiresses  is  good,  and 
the  remedy,  if  any,  is  against  the  heiresses,  not  against - 
the  purchasers. 

4thly.  If  there  were  abundance  of  assets,  there  would 
be  no  case.  Now  it  is  not  shown  that  there  will  be  any 
deficiency  of  assets;  and  unless  that  is  shown,  the 
Plaintiff  cannot  sustain  this  bill. 


On  the  first  point,  the  act  complained  of,  is  the  act  of 
Nancy  Eastbrook.  Now  she  was  sole  representative  of 
the  testatrix.  She  died  and  made  her  will,  and  appointed 
M,  S,  Carter,  the  Plaintiff,  her  executrix.  M.  S.  Carter 
is  exactly  in  the  position  of  Nancy  Eastabrook :  she  is 
only  representative  of  the  original  testatrix  as  a  conse- 
quence of  law.  This  is  not  the  union  of  two  distinct  cha- 
racters. Where  that  is  the  case,  we  must  admit  that  the 
union  does  not  prevent  the  right  of  suit.  That  is  the  case 
of  Miles  V.  Dumford  (a).  There  Miles  took  out  adminis- 
tration to  Punter;  he  filled  two  independent  characters. 
That  is  a  very  different  case  from  this.  Here  the  Plaintiff 
does  not  fill  two  characters.  The  Plaintiff  is  only  the  per- 
sonal representative  of  the  testatrix,  because  she  is  the 
personal  representative  of  Nancy  Eastabrook.  She  can- 
not therefore  be  in  a  better  position  than  Nancy  Easta- 
brook herself.     If  Nanc^  Eastabrook  were  alive,  clearly 

(a)  2  M<N.  &  Gor.  S^L 
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she  could  not  file  a  bill.  Then  her  death  cannot  give  a 
right  to  her  representative.  In  Miles  v.  Jhimfard  the 
Plaintiff  might  originally  have  filed  a  bill.  Here  the 
person  represented  never  could  have  filed  a  bill. 

Next,  the  Plaintiff  cannot  sustain  any  claim  to  relief 
as  to  the  real  estate ;  she  sues  as  personal  representative 
only  of  the  testatrix.  How  can  she  file  a  bill  relating  to 
her  real  estate?  for  that  is  what  is  really  being  done 
here ;  the  Plaintiff,  as  personal  representative,  is  trying 
to  get  a  part  of  the  testatrix's  real  estate  applied.  What 
has  the  personal  representative  to  do  with  the  real  estate  ? 
She  is  not  responsible  for  and  has  no  interest  in  it. 

3rdly.  Here  the  real  estate  has  been  disposed  of  by 
the  hevresses-^t^law  of  the  testatrix ;  if  there  is  any  re- 
medy it  is  against  theniy  not  against  the  purchaser ^  who 
is  not  to  be  disturbed.  A  marriage  settlement,  for  in- 
stance, by  an  heir,  is  good  against  creditors,  the  remedy 
left  being  against  the  heir:  Spackman  v.  Timbrell{a)\ 
Tubby  V.  Tubby  (jb) ;  Richardson  v.  Horton  (c). 

4thly.  It  is  not  suggested  that  there  is  any  deficiency 
for  the  payment  of  anything  except  the  80/.  annuity.  By 
the  draft  report  it  appears  that  the  arrears  of  the  annuity 
are  930/.  There  is  no  attempt  to  show  that  any  money  is 
wanted  except  for  this  930/.  There  is  no  deficiency  for 
paying  any  other  legal  creditors  or  debts.  The  930/. 
must  of  course  be  postponed  to  the  Defendant's  claim ; 
and  to  follow  assets  into  the  hands  of  a  purchaser  from 
an  executor,  you  must  show  that  some  other  person  than 
the  executor  will  be  injured. 
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(a)  8  Sim.  %5S. 
(6)  %  Col.  186. 


(c)  7  Beav.  120. 
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Lastly  B»  to.  the  powers  of  the  executrix.  The  power 
of  executors  generally  to  pledge  the  assets  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  estate,  is  unquestioned.  Now  here  the  d^ 
posit  by  the  executrix  of  part  of  the  personal  estate,  was 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  900/.  Now  I  do  not  say  that 
as  to  the  whole  of  that  sum  we  can  hold  it,  but  we  can 
fer  all  that  which  was  advanced  after  the  testatrix's 
death. 


[The  Vice-Chanckllor. — There  is  on  this  point  this 
peculiarity;  the  party  lending  the  money  had  it  repre- 
sented to  him  that  the  executrix  was  borrowing  only  as 
to  part  for  the  estate ;  as  to  part,  for  her  own  personal 
purposes.  The  question  is,  whether  it  is  not  incumbent 
on  the  party  lending  to  show  how  much  was  wanted  for 
the  purposes  of  the  estate.] 

Mr.  Wekhf  for  Mary  Ann  Carter. 

Mr*  Olasse  replied. 


The  Vice-Chancellor  : 

The  first  question  is,  whether  the  Plaintiff  is  entitled 
to  sustain  the  bill  at  all,  regard  being  had  to  the  fact  that 
she  is  the  representative  of  Ifattcy  Eastahrook.  And 
although  it  is  true  that  she  is  the  representative  of  Mary 
Eastahrook^  she  is  only  such  representative  by  being  the 
representative  of  Nancy  Eastabrook.  And  it  is  said  that, 
as  Nancy  Eaatabrook  herself  could  not  have  instituted 
this  suit  as  against  her  own  acts,  so  her  representative, 
as  such,'  could  not  have  instituted  it.  Now  if  this  had 
stood  under  the  old  law  as  to  misjoinder,  supposing 
Miles  V.  JDumfordy  as  decided  by  me,  to  have  been  ap- 
plicable, this  suit  could  not  be  sustained  by  the  present 
Plaintiff,  and  on  this  ground: — Supposing  the  repre- 
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were  differeDt  persons,  it  is  clear  that  there  would  have 
been  such  a  conflicting  interest  as  would  have  made  it 
not  right,  under  the  old  practice,  to  join  them  as  Plain- 
tiffs. Since  my  decision  in  Miles  v.  Dumfordy  and  be* 
fore  the  case  came  on  for  re-hearing  before  the  Lords 
Justices,  the  act  of  parliament  had  passed  which  entirely 
altered  the  law  as  to  misjoinder,  and  the  language  of  the 
act  has  not  left  it  to  be  said  that  a  bill  shall  be  dis- 
missed for  misjoinder.  Whether  that  act  was  called  to 
their  lordships'  attention  in  Miles  v.  Dumfordy  and 
whetlier  they  thought  it  was  competent  to  the  Plaintiff 
to  sustain  the  bill  under  the  act,  or  under  the  old  law, 
I  do  not  know.  But  all  I  have  now  to  consider  is  whe- 
ther, the  law  being  so  altered,  the  Plaintiff  being  the 
representative  of  a  person  who  could  not  have  sued,  as 
well  as  of  a  person  who  could,  this  bill  ought  to  be  dis- 
missed. I  do  not  think  the. bill  ought  to  be  dismissed. 
The  Plaintiff  is  the  representative  of  Mary^  and  she  is 
also  representative  of  Nancy ;  and  I  do  not  think  that, 
Nancy  being  dead,  the  circumstance  of  the  person  who 
continues  her  interest  being  joined  with  the  representa- 
tive of  Mary,  is  a  reason,  as  the  law  now  stands,  for  dis- 
missing the  bill.  If  they  were  different  persons,  that 
would  not  be  ground  for  dismissing  the  bill,  and  I  do 
not  think  I  ought  to  dismiss  it  because  the  two  characters 
are  united  in  one  person. 

The  next  objection  is,  that  as  the  Plaintiff  is  only  the 
legal  personal  representative  of  Mary  Eastabrooh,  she 
can  have  no  right  as  real  representative,  and  cannot 
maintain  the  cleum  as  to  the  title  deeds  of  Mary  Easta- 
hrooKs  real  estate.  No  doubt  she  has,  as  personal  repre- 
sentative, nothing  to  do  with  the  real  estate ;  but  where 
there  is,  as  in  this  case,  a  suit  to  administer  the  real  and 


256 


CASES    IN    CHANCERY. 


1854. 


Carter 
Sanders. 


personal  estate,  and  a  decree  for  the  administration  of  the 
estate  and  for  th.e  sale  of  the  real  estate,  the  proceeds  of 
which  are  applicable,  in  aid  of  the  personal  estate,  to  pay 
debts  and  legacies,  or  at  all  events  debts ;  then,  when  it 
becomes  necessary  to  get  in  the  proceeds  of  the  sale,  it 
being  admitted  that  proceedings  for  that  purpose  might 
fairly  and  properly  be  taken  by  legatees  or  even  by  the 
other  creditors,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  personal  represen- 
tative to  see  that  the  proceeds  are  got  in,  and  she  may 
fairly  and  properly  represent  all  persons  beneficially  in- 
terested. I  do  not  see  what  disorder  or  inconvenience 
could  ensue  by  allowing  the  personal  representative  so 
to  act,  and  there  is,  on  the  other  hand,  a  great  advantage 
in  thus  allowing  one  to  sue  on  behalf  of  all.  I  think, 
therefore,  that  in  this  case  I  ought  not  to  decree  that  the 
Plaintiff  should  not  have  relief  as  to  the  title  deeds  of 
Mary  EastdbrooKs  real  estate,  supposing  there  were  no 
objection  on  the  other  points. 


As  to  the  third  objection,  the  personal  representative 
of  a  creditor  cannot,  it  is  true,  pursue  the  title  deeds  in 
the  hands  of  an  alienee,  where  the  heir  has  conveyed  the 
legal  estate,  or  all  the  interest  the  heir  had;  but  that 
principle  does  not  apply  to  a  case  where  the  deeds  were 
merely  deposited  with  a  creditor  for  advances. 


The  next  question  is,  whether  so  much  of  the  3002. 
advanced  to  Nancy  Eastahrook  as  was  or  might  be  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  debts  of  her  testatrix,  ought  to 
stand  good.  If  it  appeared  that  the  money  had  been 
advanced  to  Nancy  Eastahrook^  as  the  representative 
of  Mary  .Eastahrook,  on  a  representation  that  it  was 
wanted  for  debts,  no  doubt  then  to  the  full  extent  the 
bankers  would  be  entitled  to  hold  their  security.  But  if 
Nancy  Eastahrook  had  said  that  she  wanted  it  for  her 
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part  of  the  bankers  to  retain  the  security.  What  rule, 
then,  is  to  be  applied  to  the  mean  between  these  cases  ; 
that  isy  where  it  was  simply  said,  I  want  you  to  lend  me 
800/.,  160/.  of  which  is  for  the  testatrix's  debts?  with- 
out saying  for  what  the  rest  was  wanted.  What  is  the 
effect  of  that,  supposing  that  representation  to  have  been 
made  ?  The  bankers  must  have  supposed  that  part  was 
wanted  for  the  estate,  and  the  remainder  for  private 
purposes.  The  inference  would  be,  that  beyond  160/. 
the  rest  would  be  wanted  for  private  purposes,  or  at  least 
purposes  independent  of  the  testatrix's  estate.  What  is 
represented  by  the  banker's  answer  does  not  explain  it, 
but  raises  a  conjecture  that  as  they  advanced  the  money 
by  two  separate  instalments,  one  of  160/.  and  the  other 
of  140/.,  it  is  very  likely  that  the  first  advance  was  made 
on  a  representation  that  it  was  wanted  for  the  estate.  If 
the  bankers  require  it,  I  will  give  them  an  enquiry  on 
the  subject.  If  it  turns  out  that  the  representation  made 
was, ''  I  want  you  to  lend  me  300/.,  and  I  want  part  of  it 
for  the  testatrix's  estate,"  and  nothing  more  was  said,  that 
throws  it  on  the  borrower  to  show  how  much  was  wanted 
for  the  testatrix's  estate ;  and  what  I  should  then  direct, 
would  be  an  enquiry  how  much  was  so  applied. 

The  Vice-Chancellor  then  disposed  of  other  points 
in  the  case  affecting  the  rights  of  the  parties  and  the  mode 
of  working  out  the  decree,  but  not  involving  any  material 
questions  of  law. 
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f^  23rd,  27th  and 

29th  March.  WILES  v.  GRESHAM. 

^^    Trustees.        UN  the  marriage  of  the  Plaintiff,  Mrs.   WUes,  with 

•  Feme^Cov^ie     ^'  Wiles   (one  of  the  Defendants),  a  settlement  was 

Consent.        made,  dated  the  dth   March,  1833,  of  which  Barber, 


H7' 


Power, 


Cooper  and  W,  JR.  Gresham,  another  Defendant,  were 
By  a  marriage     the  trustees.     It  recited  that  Mrs.  Wiles  was  entitled  to 

settlement  in  4000/.,  a  debt  from  her  brothers  R.  Gresham  and 
1834,  the  hus-     t-^^^,  it^/.ixi.  1- 

band  gave  a        W.  R.  Gresham  (the  Defendant) ;  that  it  was  agreed,  m 

bond  for  2,000/.  contemplation  of  the  marriage,  that  the  Defendant  Wiles 
to  be  paid  with-  ^^^"'^  ^Y  ^^^  ''^^^^  secure  to  Barber,  Cooper  and  Gresham 
in  six  months  2fiO0L  with  interest,  upon  the  trusts  tliereinader  declared ; 
toSlTft  o^.^^  that  Wiles  had  that  day  given  to  Barber,  Cooper  and 
standing  with  Gresham  his  bond  for  payment  of  the  2,000L,  at  or  be- 
the  consent  in  fg^e  the  expiration  of  six  months  from  the  solemnization 
wife  and  hus-  ^  ^^^  marriage.  The  debt  of  4,(K)0/.  was  assigned  to 
band ;  and  to 

be  called  in  with  the  like  consent.  Another  debt  of  4,000/.  was 
included  in  the  settlement.  The  2,000/.  was  never  sot  in.  The 
husband  became  bankrupt  in  1836 ;  the  trustees  proved  for  the  debt, 
but  afterwards  joined  in  a  supersedeas,  on  the  bankrupt  guaranteeing 
to  his  creditors  1 6s,  6d.  in  the  pound.  The  other  creditors  were  so 
paid ;  the  trustees  never  took  their  composition.  In  1838  the  wife 
and  husband  gave  a  written  consent  that  the  debt  should  remain  out 
on  the  husband's  bond.  No  other  consent  was  ever  given.  The 
husband  was  again  bankrupt  in  1847.  In  1834  the  trustees  bad,  at 
the  instance  of  the  husband  (having  no  power  to  invest  in  the  pur- 
chase of  lands),  purchased  copyhold  land  and  buildings  with  part  of 
the  4,000/.  The  husband  erected  new  and  valuable  buildings  on 
the  land  at  his  own  expense,  increasing  its  value  far  more  than 
2,000/.  There  was  no  evidence  to  connect  this  outlay  with  the  dis- 
charge of  the  bond  debt:  Held — 

1st.  That  the  trustees  were  liable  for  not  getting  in  the  money 
before  1836,  if  there  was  no  consent, 

2nd.  That  the  wife's  consent,  in  1838,  was  not  retrospective. 

3rd.  That  the  trustees  could  not  be  indemnified  out  of  the  in- 
crease of  value  of  the  land  caused  by  the  husband's  outlay  upon  it. 
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two  of  the  trnsteet,  Barber  aoid  Cooper,  and  it  was  de- 
clared that  Barber  and  Cooper  should  stand  possessed 
of  the  4,00M.  and  of  the  3,000/.  in  trust,  with  the  con- 
sent  in  wrilinff  of  Mrs.  Wiles  and  her  husband,  or  the 
aurvivor,  to  permit  and  sufier  the  said  debts  to  remain 
in  their  respective  actual  states  of  investment  and  secu^ 
riijfy  or  witk  such  consent  to  call  in,  convert  and  receive 
the  said  debts,  and  to  la;  out  the  monies  when  received 
on  the  usual  securities,  in  the  names  of  the  three  trustees. 
Mrs.  Wiles'  interest  was  settled  to  her  separate  use,  with- 
out power  of  anticipation. 


On  the  10th  July,  1834,  a  deed  indorsed  on  the  above 
deed  was  executed,  appointing  a  new  trustee,  Weston,  in 
lieu  of  Barber^  deceased,  to  act  jointly  with  Cooper  and 
Oresham  m  respect  of  the  4,000/.  and  the  2,000/.,  and 
Cooper  assigned  the  debt  of  4,000/1  to  one  Cutts,  to  be 
by  him  assigned  (as  it  was  afterwards  assigned)  to  Cooper 
and  Weston.  And  Cooper  and  Chresham  assigned  the 
debt  of  3,000/.  and  the  bond  to  CutU,  to  be  by  him  as- 
signed (as  it  was  aderwards  assigned)  to  Cooper,  Oresham 
and  Weston^  on  the  trusts  of  the  original  settlement. 


The  bond  debt  was  never  paid  by  Wiles,  the  husband. 
It  was  alleged,  and  it  appeared  to  be  the  fact,  that  down 
to  the  time  of  his  bankruptcy,  which  took  place  on  the 
8th  August,  1836,  he  could  have  Well  paid  it.  Cooper, 
Weston  and  Chesham  proved  for  it  under  the  fiat  In 
May,  1837,  the  fiat  was  annulled  with  the  consent  of  the 
creditors,  including  the  three  trustees,  who  joined  in  a 
composition  deed,  and  in  the  petition  to  annul  the  fiat,  on 
being  guaranteed  I6s.  6d.  in  the  pound.  The  compo- 
sition was  duly  paid  to  all  the  creditors  except  the  trus- 
tees; but  they  never  called  for  any  payment  of  their 
composition,  but  left  the  amount  in  the  hands  of  WUes, 
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In  January,  184'7y  Wiles  again  became  bankrupt 

Cooper  and  Weston  were  dead  at  the  time  the  bill 
was  filed,  and  their  representatives  were  Charles  Hill, 
W.  Cator,  E.  Weston  and  R.  Oarland,  who  were  made 
Defendants.  Their  defence  was,  that  the  trustees  had 
had  the  consent  of  Mrs.  Wiles  to  the  debt  not  being 
called  in ;  for  which  they  relied,  first,  on  a  recital  in  the 
deed  of  July,  1834,  that  the  debt  was  then  outstanding; 
and  secondly,  on  a  written  consent  given  by  Mrs.  WUes, 
dated  the  14th  March,  1838,  which  was  drawn  up  in 
consequence  of  an  application  by  the  trustees  to  Wiles  to 
pay,  on  which  application  he  expressed  his  inability  to 
pay. 


The  memorandum  addressed  to  the  trustees  was  as  fol- 
lows :  "  We  the  undersigned  W.  Wiles  and  Dorothy  his 
wife  do  hereby  declare  that  the  sum  of  2,000/.  secured 
to  be  repaid  to  the  trustees  of  the  settlement  made  on 
our  marriage  by  the  bond  of  me,  W.  Wiles,  has  been  per- 
mitted to  remain  in  its  present  state  of  actual  investment 
upon  the  security  of  the  said  bond,  with  our  consent,  and 
we  do  hereby  request  of  you,  the  present  trustees  of  our 
marriage  settlement,  to  allow  the  said  sum  of  2,000/.  still 
to  remain  in  its  present  state  of  investment  upon  the 
security  of  the  same  bond.     14th  March,  1838." 


They  further  grounded  their  defence  on  the  following 
facts.  In  April,  1834,  Wiles  was  desirous  of  purchasing 
some  copyhold  property,  houses  and  land,  at  Kennington, 
and  the  trustees  purchased  it  out  of  part  of  the  4,000/., 
taking  an  indemnity  from  Wiles  and  his  wife,  the  powers 
of  investing  contained  in  the  settlement,  not  extending 
to  invest  ii>  the  purchase  of  copyhold  lands.  The  trustees 
were  admitted.    Afterwards,  the  houses  were  pulled  dowa 
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and  much  better  ones  were  built^  at  an  expense  of  about 
S^OOOZ.,  out  of  Wiles'  monies.  There  was  nothing  to 
show  any  agreement  that  the  money^  or  any  part  of  it, 
was  expended  in  satisfaction  of  the  bond  debt,  or  any 
intention  on  the  part  of  Wiles  or  the  trustees  that  it 
should  be  so  considered. 


The  object  of  the  suit  was  to  declare  the  trustees 
liable,  as  guilty  of  breach  of  trust  in  not  getting  in  the 
SyOOO/.    The  cause  now  came  on  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  Swdnston  and  Mr.  J,  H.  Palmer  for  the  Plaintiff. 

Wiles,  after  the  fiat  on  his  first  bankruptcy  was  an- 
nulled, went  on  in  business  until  1847.  He  was  then 
bankrupt  again.  We  say  it  was  a  breach  of  trust  in  the 
trustees  not  to  call  in  the  debt  before  the  first  bankruptcy ; 
it  was  a  further  breach  not  taking  care  to  get  it  in  after- 
wards, while  he  was  carrying  on  business.  Instead  of 
that,  they  let  their  share  of  the  assets  go  back  into  his 
hands.  Consent,  consistent  with  the  deed,  is  attempted  to 
be  set  up  by  the  answer ;  for  that  the  Defendants  rely 
on  the  recital  in  the  deed  appointing  a  new  trustee  in 
1834.  But  that  was  no  consent.  But  even  if  it  were,  in 
point  of  form,  it  could  not  exonerate  the  trustees  from 
liability  for  neglecting  to  get  in  the  money  on  the  bank- 
ruptcy in  1836.  [They  cited  Boss  v.  Godsall  (a)].  There 
was  no  other  consent,  except  the  memorandum  of  1838; 
but  that  memorandum  was  not  obtained  till  after  the 
breaches  of  trust  had  taken  place.  It  was  therefore  too 
late ;  for  the  subsequent  consent  of  Mrs.  Wiles  could  not 
bind  her,  as  she  had  no  power  of  anticipation :  Bateman 
V.  Davis  (b) ;  Cocker  v.  Quayle  (c).     Besides,  she  was 


(a)  1  Y.  &  Col.  617. 
(6)  S  Mad.  98. 


(c)  1  Ru88.  k  Myl.  535. 
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1854.  then  under  a  sort  of  pressure  from  her  husband.  A  part 
of  the  settled  property  was  the  debt  of  4,000/.  due  from 
Mrs.  Wiles'  brothers ;  as  to  two-thirds  of  it,  it  was  payable 
Gbbsh AM.  in  prtBsenti,  the  rest  on  the  death  of  their  mother.  Now  as 
to  the  first  part,  that  was  invested  in  the  purchase  of  the 
copyhold  property  at  Kennington.  The  trustees  were 
admitted,  and  there  was  a  declaration  of  trust  that  that 
copyhold  property  was  held  on  tlie  trusts  of  tlie  settle- 
menL  It  is  said  that  deed  was  only  the  deed  of  WUes 
and  his  wife.  However,  that  is  quite  immaterial;  the 
copyhold  property  clearly  became  subject  to  the  trusts. 
Then  Wiles  ader  the  purchase,  it  is  said,  advanced  much 
more  than  2,000/.  in  improving  the  property,  tso  that  it  is 
now  worth  more  than  the  original  purchase  money.  We 
admit  that;  but  then  the  Defendants  say  they  have  a 
right  to  be  indemnified  as  against  the  bond  debt  out  of 
the  increase  of  value  of  the  property  created  by  Wiles* 
We  say  they  have  no  such  right:  Dimes  v.  Scott  (a). 
The  accretion  is  the  property  of  the  oestuis  que  trust; 
and  if  that  property  were  now  sold  and  converted,  the 
whole  money  would  belong  to  the  trust  estate ;  the  trus- 
tees have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Mr.  Glasse  for  the  Defendant  Chresham. 

The  bond  is  assigned  by  the  settlement  to  the  other 
two  trustees,  not  to  Gresham  at  all.  The  duty,  there- 
fore, to  get  in  the  money,  was  confined  to  the  two ;  al- 
though Gresham  was  a  trustee  of  the  bond.  Further, 
the  money  was  not  to  be  got  in  without  consent,  and 
there  never  was  any  consent ;  at  any  rate  there  was  no 
.  duty  cast  upon  Mr.  Gresham  to  interfere. 

Now  it  is  said  that  by  the  deed  appointing  new  trus- 
tees in  1834,  the  bond  was  assigned  to  Gresham  as  well 
(a)  4  Russ.  195. 
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as  to  the  other  trustees.  But  at  that  time  it  was  impos- 
sible to  get  In  the  bond  within  the  terms  of  the  settle- 
ment, the  six  months  having  passed ;  and  therefore  the 
new  trustees  could  not  be  guilty  of  breach  of  trust  in  not 
getting  in  the  money,  unless  they  were  authorized  by 
Wibe  and  bis  wife  to  do  so,  and  they  never  were. 

But  if  we  were  liable,  we  have  a  right  to  be  re- 
couped out  of  the  copyhold  property.  Wiks  being  liable 
on  the  bond,  laid  out  his  own  money  on  the  copyhold 
purchased  with  the  trust  property.  That  was  a  mode  of 
liquidation  of  bis  liability  on  the  bond.  [He  cited 
Wiles  V.  Cooper  (a).] 

Mr.  I*'ane  with  Mr.  Glasse. 

It  is  incumbent  on  the  Plaintiff  to  show  that  a  direc- 
don  to  call  in  has  been  given.  The  settlement  is  sin- 
gularly worded.  Two  consents  are  requisite ;  the  one 
neutralizes  the  other.  The  object  of  requiring  the  con- 
sents is  obviously  the  convenience  of  the  husband.  Now 
it  is  said  that  it  is  quite  certain  that  Wiles  the  husband 
could  have  paid  the  debt  if  called  upon ;  but  the  evidence 
shows  a  state  of  circumstances  in  him  in  which  it  is  clear 
that  payment  would  have  been  difficult  and  inconvenient; 
and  in  that  state  of  things  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the 
trustees,  having  regard  to  the  consent  clauses,  to  have 
required  payment.  There  was  besides,  consent  to  leave 
the  money  outstanding.  The  memorandum  of  1838  dis- 
tinctly recognizes  the  existence  of  the  debt,  and  autho- 
rizes it  to  be  left  outstanding  on  the  bond. 

Next,  the  money  laid  out  by  Wiles  on  the  copyhold 
property,  was  in  fact  an  application  of  the  money  due  on 


£6S 


J854. 


Wiles 

V, 
GaSSHAM. 


(a)  9  Beav.  294. 
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the  bond.  If  it  was  not  actually  when  laid  out,  a  payment, 
we  have  at  least  a  right  now  to  follow  it,  and  be  re- 
couped out  of  it.  This  case  does  not  fall  within  Dimes 
v.  Scott.  It  is  like  the  case  of  a  voluntary  settlement  by 
by  the  husband;  and  not  good  against  us,  who  claim 
against  him  as  creditors.  It  is  not  an  accretion  of 
the  trust  fund,  as  in  Dimes  v.  Scott :  the  improvement  in 
value  does  not  arise  out  of  the  nature  and  condition  of 
the  trust  fund,  but  by  the  additions  made  by  Wiles,  [He 
cited  Lechmere  v.  JEarl  of  Carlisle  (a) ;  Sowden  v.  Sow- 
den  (6) ;  JEx  parte  Mitford  (c) ;  Priddy  v.  Rose  (d).] 

Mr.  Baily  and  Mr.  Bush^  for  the  other  Defendants, 
the  representatives  of  Cooper  and  Weston, 

The  bond  was  cotemporaneous  with  the  settlement. 
It  is  true  it  is  expressed  to  be  payable  in  six  months,  but 
that  is  mere  form  ;  it  is  never  the  intention  of  the  parties, 
when  a  husband  gives  a  bond  on  a  settlement,  to  call  it 
in  immediately.  The  settlement  as  to  consent  is  very 
ambiguous ;  it  is  impossible  on  those  clauses  to  say  what 
the  trustees  should  do.  They  are  entitled  to  the  benefit 
of  that  ambiguity  if  they  remained  quiescent ;  they  were 
in  consequence  of  it,  in  fact,  authorized  to  be  passive. 


As  to  the  transaction  in  reference  to  the  copyhold  pro« 
perty.  After  payment  of  the  money  advanced  by  the 
trustees  for  the  pur<;hase,  and  making  allowance  for  any 
increase  in  value  arising  out  of  the  circumstances  of  the 
property  itself,  if  there  be  any  such,  any  extra  value 
arising  out  of  the  payments  made  by  WUeSf  must  clearly 
be  set  off  in  our  favour  against  the  money  due  on  the 
bond:   Weyland  v.  Weyland{a).      It  is  contrary  to  all 

(a)  8  P.  Will.  211.  (d)  3  Mer.  86. 

(6)  1  Br.  C.  C.  582.  {e)  2  Atk.  632. 

(c)  1  Br.  C.  C.  398. 
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equity   that  the  infants,  the  objects  of  the  settlement,  1854, 

should  have  the  increased  value  of  the  copyhold  estate, 
and  have  the  bond  also  paid  by  us,  when  in  substance 
their  father  has  really  paid  it. 

At  all  events,  Mrs.  Wiles  cannot  complain.  She  re* 
ceived  all  that  was  due  to  her  in  1838;  and  in  that  yeat 
she  executed  a  written  consent.  Whether  that  was  re^ 
trospective  or  not,  at  any  rate  it  bound  her  infuturo,  and 
as  against  her  we  never  could  have  called  in  the  money. 

The  Vice-Chancellor  : 

The  question  is,  what  was  the  duty  imposed  by  the 
settlement  on  the  trustees.  No  doubt  this  is  a  very 
blundering  and  ill-drawn  settlement;  but  there  is  no 
suggestion  impeaching  its  validity,  or  that  it  requires  rati« 
fication.  I  must  therefore  deal  with  it  as  I  find  it.  One 
peculiarity  of  the  deed  is  with  reference  to  the  2,000/, 
secured  by  the  bond  of  Wiles,  the  husband,  which  is  pari 
of  the  settled  property.  The  agreement  of  the  parties  as 
to  that  bond  is  recited  in  the  deed ;  and  it  is  stated  to  be 
to  secure  the  sum  of  2,000/.  at  the  end  of  twelve  months : 
then  the  deed  recites  that  Wiles  had  given  his  bond,  with 
a  condition  to  pay  within  six  months.  Then,  in  the  re- 
citals, it  misrecites  the  bond ;  it  recites  the  condition  to 
be  for  avoiding  the  bond,  if  Wiles  shall  pay  the  money 
within  six  months,  and  shall  in  the  mean  time  pay  inte- 
rest, to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  the  marriage,  by  two 
equal  half-yearly  payments,  the  first  of  such  payments  to  be 
made  at  the  expiration  of  six  months  from  the  day  of  the 
marriage. 

Now  the  bond  contains  no  such  thing ;  it  is  a  simple 
bond  for  the  payment  of  2,000/.  in  six  months,  with  in^ 

VOL.   11^  T 
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terest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum.  Then  ano- 
ther peculiarity  of  this  deed  is  this ;  having  stated  the 
bond,  it  goes  on  to  the  operative  part,  by  vi^hich  the 
4y000/.  due  to  Mrs.  Wiles  from  her  brothers  is  assigned  to 
two  of  the  three  trustees ;  then  there  is  the  declaration  of 
the  trusts  to  leave  outstanding  or  call  in  the  debts,  with 
consent  [His  Honor  referred  to  the  clause  stated  in 
page  259.]  So  that,  if  consent  was  given  for  their 
not  calling  in  these  debts,  it  was  not  their  duty  to  call 
them  in ;  consent  was  requisite  for  leaving  the  debts  out- 
standing ;  and  consent  was  also  requisite  for  calling  them  . 
in.  Now  it  is  said  that  these  two  consents  neutralize  each 
other ;  and  if  that  were  so,  the  question  would  be  what, 
if  nothing  were  said,  would  be  the  effect  i  I  think  that 
then  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  trustees  to  get  in  and 
receive  the  money,  and  not  either  by  neglect  or  omission 
to  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  the  debtor.  But  I  cannot  say 
that  I  think  the  two  clauses  do  necessarily  neutralize 
each  other.  In  construing  the  instrument,  I  must  give 
as  much  effect  to  the  first  as  to  the  second  clause ;  and  it 
appears  to  me  that  in  the  difficulty  in  which  the  trustees 
found  themselves  placed,  they  ought  to  have  required  the 
consent  of  the  husband  and  wife  for  either  course  of  pro- 
ceeding ;  they  ought  to  have  had  their  consent  for  leaving 
the  money  outstanding ;  and,  if  they  had  got  the  consent 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wiles  at  the  time,  there  would  have 
been  no  difficulty ;  but  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that 
they  were  justified  in  leaving  it  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Wiles  without  consent. 


It  is  argued  that,  on  the  face  of  the  instrument,  look- 
ing at  it  altogether,  the  object  was  that  the  husband 
should  hold  this  fund.  But  what  is  expressly  stated  in 
the  deed  is,  that  without  a  consent  to  leave  the  money 
outstanding,  the  husband  is  to'  pay  it  within  six  months 
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of  the  marriage;  and  there  being  no  consent,  the  trus- 
tees were  not  justified  in  doing  nothing.  But  it  does 
not  rest  there.  Subsequently,  a  duty  became  imposed  on 
the  trustees  which  they  did  not  perform.  First,  how- 
ever, I  will  consider  how  far  the  deed  of  July,  1834,  ap- 
pointing new  trustees,  can  be  considered  a  consent.  [His 
Honor  referred  to  the  recital  in  that  deed,  that  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  bond  debt  was  still  due,  and  the  interest  duly 
paid.]  Now,  what  was  the  purpose  of  requiring  Mrs. 
Wiles*  consent  ?  Why,  that  she  should  exercise  a  sub- 
stantial discretion;  a  discretion  flowing  from  her  own 
free  and  unbiassed  will.  But  merely  to  substitute  one 
trustee  for  another  was  not  an  exercise  of  any  such  dis- 
cretion. The  consent  of  1838  was  very  different.  That 
was  a  deliberate  consent,  and  it  may  be  operative  from 
that  period ;  but  clearly  it  had  no  retrospective  opera- 
tion. When  Mrs.  Wiles  was  induced  to  join  in  that 
consent,  she  ought  not  to  have  been  asked  to  do  so;  be- 
cause it  was  after  the  happening  of  events  which  made 
her  cease  to  be  a  free  agent. 


1854. 


Wiles 

V. 

Gresham. 


I  must  next  advert  to  the  effect  of  the  settlement  as 
regards  Mr.  Chresham,  As  to  him,  the  settlement  is 
again  peculiar.  As  to  the  4,000/.,  it  might  have  been 
reasonable  that  the  calling  it  in  should  be  left,  with  the 
consent  of  the  husband  and  wife,  in  the  hands  of  the 
two  other  trustees :  but  by  the  settlement  it  appears  that 
the  two  trustees  had  the  power,  with  the  consent  of  the 
husband  and  wife  while  living,  and  after  their  deaths  at 
their  discretion,  to  call  in  not  only  the  4,000/.  but  the 
ZflOOL  Mr.  Gresham  is  not  there  mentioned  as  one  of 
the  persons  directed  either  to  call  the  money  in  or  to 
leave  it  out.  More,  when  we  come  to  the  receipt  clause, 
there,  although  Gresham  is  an  obligee  of  the  bond,  it  is 
directed  that  the  receipts  of  the  two  trustees  shall  be  a 

t2 


CASES    IN    CHANCERY. 


1854. 


good  discharge  as  to  the  2,000/.,  but  as  to  the  4,000/. 
and  any  other  sums  payable  under  the  settlement,  then  the 
receipt  of  Gresham  and  the  others  is  to  be  a  good  dis- 
charge. But  in  tie  recital  of  what  the  parties  had  con- 
tracted for,  where  it  is  recited  that  Mrs.  Wiles  was  to 
assign  the  debt  of  4,000/ ,  the  intention  of  the  parties  as 
to  the  2,000/.,  is  expressed  to  be  that  it  should  be 
secured  to  the  three  trustees  '*  upon  the  trusts,  &c.,  here- 
inafter expressed  and  declared."  But  whatever  doubt 
there  might  be  upon  the*  construction  of  the  settlement, 
if  it  stood  alone,  when  we  come  to  the  instrument  by 
which  Weston  was  appointed  a  trustee,  there  the  parties 
expressly  designate  all  the  three  trustees  as  trustees  of 
both  sums,  to  hold  them  on  the  trusts  of  the  settlement. 
There  is,  therefore,  no  doubt  that  Gresham  was  intended 
to  be,  and  himself  intended  to  be,  a  trustee  of  the  2,000/. 
Notwithstanding  all  the  blunders  in  the  settlement,  that 
intention  is  manifested  by  it  and  by  the  subsequent  deed, 
taken  together.  Now  the  trustees  have  certainly  rendered 
themselves  responsible  by  subsequent  acts;  not  mere 
omissions,  but  acts.  On  the  8th  August,  1836,  Wiles 
became  bankrupt.  The  three  trustees  proved  for  the 
debt  of  2,000/.  under  the  fiat :  assuming,  then,  that  up 
to  that  time  the  trustees  were  not  responsible,  then  at 
least,  the  person  in  whose  hands  the  money  was,  being 
unable  to  meet  his  engagements,  the  2,000/.  ought  to 
have  been  realized.  If  there  were  assets  sufficient  to 
pay  20^.  in  the  pound,  they  ought  to  have  got  it.  In- 
stead of  that,  they  concur  in  superseding  the  commis- 
sion, and  allow  Wiles  to  be  free  from  liabilities,  which,  as 
it  is  represented,  might  have  been  paid.  Then  it  ap- 
pears, a  composition  deed  was  agreed  upon,  the  effect 
of  which  was,  that  the  bankrupt  was  to  pay  IGs.  6d.  in 
the  pound ;  and  unless  the  bankruptcy  was  superseded 
within  two  months  after  the  date  of  the  deed,  it  was  to 
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be  inoperative.  By  that  deed,  the  creditors  who  exe- 
cuted it,  proposed  to  release  Wil^s  from  all  liability,  on 
receivings  \6s.  (id.  in  the  pound;  it  was  executed  by  two 
of  the  trustees,  Cooper  and  We8ton,vfho  executed  it  as  cre- 
ditors for  1,8177. ;  why  for  less  than  the  2,000/.,  does  not 
appear :  however,  they  did  execute  for  1,817/.  Chresliam 
did  not  execute  the  deed.  The  bankruptcy  was  not 
superseded  at  the  time  named :  however,  all  parties  went 
in  under  the  composition,  and  the  supersedeas  took  place 
about  the  9th  of  May,  on  the  petition  of  the  bankrupt, 
and  supported  by  the  three  trustees ;  so  that  they,  with- 
out any  authority  at  that  time  from  Mrs.  Wiles  to  leave 
the  money  outstanding,  concur  in  annulling  the  fiat. 
How,  after  such  a  state  of  circumstances,  they  could  be 
considered  not  liable,  1  am  at  a  loss  to  understand.  It 
appears  to  me  impossible  for  the  trustees  to  say  that  at 
that  time  Wiles  was  under  no  diflSculties ;  for  not  only  is 
it  clear  that  he  was  obliged  to  compound  with  his  cre- 
ditors, but,  as  I  understand  from  the  evidence,  he  was 
obliged,  in  order  even  to  pay  the  \6s\  6d.  m  the  pound, 
to  borrow  from  other  persons,  and  he  did  borrow  1,500/. 
from  Gresham  himself.  Gresham  afterwards  sued  him 
for  that  debt,  issued  execution,  and  distrained;  and 
the  result  was  his  second  bankruptcy.  And  all  that 
time  nothing  whatever  is  done  by  the  trustees,  except 
that  on  the  14th  March,  1838,  they  obtain  a  consent 
from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  JViles  for  the  money  to  remain  out- 
standing in  the  hands  of  Wiles,  Now  1  cannot  say  that 
the  trustees  were  justified  in  asking  for  or  taking  that 
consent;  Mrs.  Wiles  was  no  longer  a  free  agent:  her 
husband's  difficulties  rendering  it  of  the  greatest  moment 
to  him  to  retain  the  2,000/.  1  cannot  even  say  that  even 
for  the  ftiture  that  consent  was  satisfactory;  but  it  is 
clear  it  was  not  retrospective ;  and  the  liability  of  the 
trustees  existed  prior  to  the  date  of  that  consent. 


1854. 


Wiles 

V. 

Grbsham. 
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Wiles 

V, 

Gresham. 


Assuming,  then,  the  liability  of  the  trustees,  the  next 
question  is,  whether  they  have  a  right  to  be  indemnified 
against  their  liability  by  what  took  place  in  reference  to 
the  copyhold  property,  out  of  the  present  increased  value 
of  that  property.  It  appears  that  shortly  after  the  mar- 
riage, in  1834,  Wiles  was  desirous  of  purchasing  certain 
copyhold  property  at  Kennington;  part  of  it  was  the 
house  in  which  Mrs.  Wiles  had  carried  on  her  business 
before  the  marriage,  and  he  was  desirous  that  the  trus- 
tees should  apply  part  of  the  4,000/.,  the  debt  from  Mrs. 
Wiles^  brothers,  in  that  purchase.  The  trustees  agreed 
to  do  so,  and  laid  out  two-thirds  of  the  4,000/.;  the 
trustees  took  a  conveyance  to  themselves.  Now  it  is 
clear  that  the  cestuis  que  trvstent  might  elect  to  take  that 
property  or  not,  as  they  should  think  fit.  But  then 
Wiles  laid  out  upon  it  a  considerable  sum,  exceeding,  I 
think  appears,  3,000/.,  in  improvements,  by  which  it  is 
worth,  instead  of  what  was  originally  given  for  it,  above 
5,000/.  The  cestuis  que  trustent  desire  that  it  should  not 
be  sold ;  but  the  trustees  say,  that  whatever  the  property 
is  worth  now,  over  and  above  the  money  paid  for  it, 
ought  to  be  treated  as  in  satisfaction  of  the  2,000/.  which 
Wiles  was  bound  to  pay.  Now,  when  a  thing  is  to  be 
done,  performance  of  the  contract  is  one  thing ;  satisfac- 
tion another  and  different  question :  it  is  not  pretended 
that  what  was  here  done  was  performance,  but  it  is  said 
to  be  satisfaction.  And  no  doubt  the  cases  are  clear  to 
show  that  when  a  party  bound  to  do  something,  has  not 
done  the  precise  thing,  but  something  else  has  been 
done,  intended  to  be  in  satisfaction,  that  will  be  held  a 
satisfaction.  But  on  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  it 
clearly  never  was  the  intention  of  Wiles,  by  what  he  did, 
to  satisfy  his  liability  on  the  bond :  his  whole  conduct  is 
inconsistent  with  that  supposition ;  and  so  is  the  conduct 
of  the  trustees :  they  never  intended  satisfaction.    For 
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what  took  place  ?  All  the  money  laid  out  by  Wiles  was  so 
laid  out  before  his  bankruptcy ;  when  that  takes  place,  the 
trustees  prove  for  the  2,000/.  as  a  debt  unsatisfied.  In 
1838,  they  take  a  consent  from  Mrs.  Wiles  to  leave  the 
money  due  from  Wiles  outstanding,  and  yet  it  is  to  be 
said  that  the  parties  intended  to  treat  the  debt  as  satis- 
fied. It  is  obvious  that  all  that  WiUs  intended,  was  to 
lay  out  money  on  property  that  he  considered  as  belong- 
ing to  himself  and  his  family,  for  his  and  their  benefit ; 
and  that  is  not  a  satisfaction  of  his  debt. 


1854. 


Then  it  is  said  that  the  infant  plaintifis  will  have  sus- 
tained no  loss ;  that  if  they  get  the  6,000/.  settled,  they 
will  have  all  they  have  any  claim  to ;  and  that  they  have 
no  right  to  take  the  copyhold,  worth  5,000/.,  and  to 
claim  also  the  bond  debt.  I  think  it  impossible  to  ac- 
cede to  this  argument.  When  there  are  two  separate 
funds,  subject  to  trusts,  and  the  trustees  commit  a  breach 
of  trust  as  to  one,  by  which  it  is  lost,  I  think  it  impos- 
sible to  permit  the  trustees  to  say, ''  we  have  improved 
the  other  fund,  and  that  fund  is  bound  to  make  up  the 
loss  on  the  other."  That  I  cannot  hold.  If  the  trustees 
have  lost  one  part  of  the  settled  funds,  they  must  answer 
for  it,  "whatever  may  be  the  improvement  of  the  other 
part.  [The  Vice-Chancellor  then  shortly  discussed  and 
disposed  of  the  argument,  founded  on  the  assumption 
of  the  outlay  by  Wiles  being  in  the  nature  of  a  voluntary 
settlement,  and  proceeded.]  There  is  one  other  point 
made,  viz.,  how  far  Mrs.  Wiles  can  hold  the  trustees 
liable,  after  having  given  her  consent.  If  she  had  been 
a  free  agent  when  she  did  so,  I  think  she  would  not  be 
entitled  to  claim  ;  but  she  was  not  so ;  she  was  married ; 
she  gave  her  consent  at  a  time  and  under  circumstances 
when,  the  consent  ought  never  to  have  been  asked  by  the 
trustees ;  and  I  do  not  think,  in  giving  her  consent  when 
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1854.         and  as  she  did,  she  so  acted  as  to  deprive  herself  of  her 

rii?ht  to  sue. 

Wiles  ^ 

V, 

Gresham.  The  decree  was  in  substance  to  declare  the  trustees 

liable  for  the  bond  debt,  and  to  direct  them  to  pay  it. 
Under  the  circumstances,  and  there  being,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Court,  no  moral  misconduct,  without  costs. 

1854: 
22nd  and  2Srd 

March. 


Nuisance, 

f^.  POTTS  V.  LEVY. 

The  Plaintiff  IN  this  case  an  injunction  had  been  obtained  on  affi- 
was  in  the  en-  davits  in  July,  1852.  No  application  to  dissolve  the  in- 
cient  liffbts.  junction  had  been  made.  By  a  written  understanding 
There  had  been  between  the  solicitors  of  the  parties,  dated  the  14th 
?oin"iii  *hf  w'th  "^^^^^^Yf  l^Si,  it  was  agreed  (after  evidence  orally  had 
a  wall  alleged  been  begun)  that  no  further  evidence  should  be  adduced 
to  have  been  ^^  behalf  of  either  party,  but  that  the  Plaintiff  and  De- 
high,  and  not  fendant  should  be  at  liberty,  notwithstanding  the  33rd 
interfering  with  General  Order  of  7th  August,  1852,  or  any  other  order. 
Defendant  was^  *°  ^®®  ^®  evidence  on  the  hearing  of  the  cause,  and  in  all 
about  to  pull  further  proceedings  therein,  the  affidavits  already  sworn 
down  the  ruins  ^^^  gj^^  ;„  ^^le  cause  in  support  of  and  against  the  mo- 
of  this  wall,  .       ^  ...  ,     .      ,  .        1  .  ,     1^ 

and  rebuild  it     ^^^^  '^i*  ^^  injunction  made  in  the  cause  in  which  the 

thirty  feet  high,  order  for  an  injunction,  dated  the  29th  February,  1852, 
was^the  0^(711^1  ^^^  ^^^^  made,  and  the  exhibits  referred  to ;  and  that 
height.    The      the  evidence  taken  before  Mr.  Otter  (one  of  the  exami- 
Plaintiff's  evi- 
dence as  to  the 

original  height  was  more  precise  than  the  Defendant's.  The  Defend- 
ant said  he  never  intended  to  build  beyond  the  original  height.  The 
Plaintiff  proved  that  he  threatened  to  build  much  beyond  ttvelve  feet. 
An  injunction  had  been  obtained,  and  the  Defendant  never  moved  to 
dissolve  it. 

At  the  hearing,  a  decree  for  a  perpetual  injunction  was  granted, 
without  requiring  the  Plaintiff  to  try  his  right  at  law. 
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ners)  should  not  be  read.     The  cause  now  came  on  to  1854. 

be  heard  on  the  affidavits. 

The  Plaintiff  was  the  occupant,  as  assignee  under  a 
lease  made  in  pursuance  of  an  agreement,  dated  in  1843, 
from  Hawkins,  who  was  made  a  Defendant,  of  a  house 
and  workshop  in  Leman  Street  in  Whitechapel.  There 
had  been  formerly  adjoining  these  premises  a  theatre 
called  the  Garrick  Theatre,  which  was  burned  down  in 
1846;  and  the  bill  alleged  that  between  such  building 
and  the  party-wall  which  divided  the  premises  comprised 
in  the  lease  from  other  land  of  Hawkins  *^  there  was  a 
space  of  eight  feet  or  thereabouts,  which  was  covered  over 
by  a  low  slanting  roof  nearly  level  with  the  said  wall,  and 
at  the  distance  of  the  aforesaid  space  of  eight  feet  or 
thereabouts  from  the  said  party-wall.  The  said  building 
used  as  a  theatre  was  built  upon  a  wall  of  about  three 
feet  higher  than  the  said  party-wall,  and  with  a  slanting 
roof  to  the  height  of  nine  feet  or  thereabouts ;  and  the 
said  building  upon  the  said  piece  of  land  adjoining  the 
said  premises  comprised  in  the  said  lease  did  not  impede 
the  free  access  of  light  to  and  the  use  of  the  buildings 
at  the  back  of  the  premises  comprised  in  the  lease.'' 
It  then  alleged  continued  and  uninterrupted  use  and 
enjoyment  of  the  premises  by  the  Plaintiff,  without  his 
light  being  impeded,  till  shortly  before  the  filing  of  the 
bill.  It  then  alleged  a  recent  agreement  by  the  Defend- 
ant with  Hawkins  for  a  lease  of  the  ground  on  which 
the  theatre  had  stood. 

The  complaint  was  that  the  Defendant  had  commenced 
rebuilding  a  theatre,  and  that  instead  of  leaving  the  party-  - 
wall  at  its  original  height,  he  was  pulling  it  down,  and 
threatened  to  build  up  a  theatre  considerably  higher  than 
the  old  one,  and  with  a  new  wall  twenty-four  feet  higher 
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1854.  from  the  level  of  the  ground  belonging  to  the  Plaintiff 
than  the  old  wall,  and  that  the  building  of  such  new  and 
high  wall  would  darken  the  Plaintiff's  light ;  and  these 
averments  were  supported  by  affidavits. 

There  was  some  evidence  to  show  that  the  Plaintiff^s 
house  had  been  erected  more  than  forty  years,  and  that 
the  party  fence  wall  never  was  higher  than  about  twelve 
feet. 

On  the  part  of  the  Defendant  the  contention  was  that 
he  never  threatened  or  intended  to  build  up  the  wall  of 
his  theatre  to  the  height  of  twenty-four  feet  without  the 
sanction  of  the  Plaintiff;  that  he  had  apprised  him  of 
that  before  the  filing  of  the  bill ;  and  that  he  had  informed 
him  before  the  filing  of  the  bill  that  he  had  abandoned 
all  idea,  except  with  his  the  Plaintiff's  consent,  of  build- 
ing the  wall  of  a  greater  height  than  that  of  the  ori- 
ginal wall  of  the  theatre.  The  Defendant's  own  aflS- 
davit  cautiously  adhered  to  this  statement  without  eaying 
what  was  the  original  height  of  the  wall.  The  affidavit 
of  his  architect  was  to  the  same  effect :  he  said  he  had 
prepared  plans  for  building  the  wall  to  the  height  of 
thirty-six  feet,  but  that  it  was  not  intended  so  to  build  it 
without  the  consent  of  the  Plaintiff,  and  it  was  under- 
stood that  the  wall  was  not  to  be  raised  to  a  greater 
height  than  it  had  originally  been ;  but  what  that  was  he 
did  not  aver. 

There  was  a  letter  fi*om  the  Defendant  to  the  Plaintiff, 
in  which  the  following  passage  occurred,  showing  that  at 
least  he  considered  himself  entitled  to  go  much  beyond 
twelve  feet : — "  I  called  at  your  factory  to-day  according 
to  appointment,  but  the  same  was  not  kept  by  you.  I 
have  since  ascertained  that  the  wall  which  I  had  given 
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three  months'  notice  to  Mr.  Seott  of  my  intention  to  pull  1854. 

down  and  rebuild,  belongs  to  me  ;  therefore  I  can  at  once         p 
begin  to  do  so.     I  have  also  been  informed  that  the  wall  t^. 

was  originally  built  prior  to  the  fire  the  same  height  as  I         Levy. 
now  require,  viz.  thirty  feet.     I  shall  be  most  happy  to 
meet  you,  &c.:*'  and  then  followed  offers  to  meet  to 
arrange,  if  possible,  amicably. 

There  was  a  great  mass  of  evidence,  but  all  tending  to 
these  propositions  and  not  going  beyond  them :  on  the 
part  of  the  Plaintiff,  that  the  Defendant  threatened  to 
build  the  wall  to  the  height  of  thirty-six  feet,  and  that  his 
plans  showed  it ;  on  the  part  of  the  Defendant,  that  he 
did  not  threaten  or  intend  to  build  the  wall  higher  than 
it  bad  originally  been,  but  without  saying  what  that 
height  was ;  and  that  the  Plaintiff  was  apprised  of  his 
intention  before  the  bill  was  filed.  The  title  of  the 
Plaintiff  to  the  land  was  not  disputed.  There  was  con- 
ffict  of  evidence  as  to  the  question  of  fact,  whether 
building  as  the  Defendant  was  alleged  to  intend  to  build, 
would  really  darken  the  Plaintiff's  light.  The  cause  now 
came  on  to  be  heard  on  the  affidavits. 

Mr.  Teed  and  Mr.  HaUeU,  for  the  Plaintiff. 

Mr.  Qlasse  and  Mr.  Hetherington,  for  the  Defendant. 

The  bill  was  quite  unnecessary  and  improper.  We 
never  intended  to  build  higher  thsn  we  were  entitled  to 
build,  viz.  to  the  original  height  of  the  wall,  and  we  so 
informed  the  Plaintiff;  so  that  we  say  even  an  interlocu- 
tory injunction  ought  not  on  this  evidence  to  have  been 
granted.  The  bill  ought  on  the  contrary  to  have  been 
dismissed  with  costs,  as  having  been  filed  when  the  Plain- 
tiff had  the  means  of  knowing  it  was  wholly  uncalled  for : 
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185i.  Standish  v.  Mayor  of  Liverpool  (a) ;  Semple  v.  London 

and  Brighton  Railway  Company  (fi).  But  assuming 
that  to  have  been  rightly  granted^  what  is  now  asked  is 
a  decree  binding  the  legal  right  for  ever ;  a  perpetual 
injunction.  That  is  a  decree  which  this  Court  will  not 
make  in  aid  of  the  claim  to  ancient  lights,  which  is  a 
legal  title,  without  first  putting  the  Plaintiflf  to  try  his 
right  at  law :  Attorney-General  v,  Nichol(c). 

They  argued  also  that  a  final  decree,  such  as  that 
asked,  could  not  be  made  on  affidavits. 

Mr.  Teed  was  not  called  on  to  repl^. 

The  Vice-Chancellor  : 

I  must  first  advert  to  one  of  the  arguments  advanced 
on  behalf  of  the  Defendant,  that  the  Court  has  no  juris- 
diction to  make  a  decree  in  this  case  upon  the  evidence 
taken  by  affidavit.  Whatever  might  be  said  upon  that, 
if  there  were  no  agreement  in  this  case,  the  agreement 
between  the  parties  prevents  the  Defendant  from  raising 
that  question.  The  solicitors  of  the  parties  on  the  14th 
of  January,  1854,  entered  into  the  following  agree- 
ment. [The  Vice-Chancellor  referred  to  the  agreement.] 
At  that  time  the  Plaintiff  was  actually  examining  Jiis 
witnesses,  and  then  it  was  agreed  that  no  further  evi-* 
dence  should  be  adduced.  At  the  time  this  arrangement 
was  made,  the  recent  act  of  parliament  (15  &  16  Vict, 
cap.  86)  had  come  into  operation,  and  parties  might 
agree  to  go  into  evidence  on  affidavits.  I  infer  from  the 
document  before  me  that  it  had  been  originally  arranged 
to  go  on  by  oral  evidence ;  and  when  that  had  been  pro- 

(a)  1  Drew.  1.  (e)  16  Ves.  338. 

(6)  1  Rail.  Cas.  120. 
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Potts 


ceeded  in  to  some  extent,  then  it  was  agreed  that  it  ]854f. 

should  not  be  so  continued,  but  that  only  affidavits  should 
be  used.     There  is  under  these  circumstances  no  foun- 
dation for  saying  that  I  cannot  now  treat  the  affidavits         Levy. 
as  evidence  at  the  hearing  of  the  cause. 

The  next  point  made  by  the  Defendant  is,  that  this 
Court  ought  not  to  make  a  decree  for  a  perpetual  injunc- 
tion to  restrain  this  species  of  nuisance  until  the  Plaintiff 
has  had  bis  right  tried  and  established  at  law.  Now  no 
doubt  the  ordinary  rule,  in  a  case  where  what  is  about 
to  be  done  will  darken  ancient  lights,  is  that  as  the 
PlaintiflTs  right  is  a  pure  legal  right,  if  the  right  is  in 
controversy,  if  the  title  of  the  Plaintiff  is  controverted, 
the  Court  does  this:  It  will  not  in  general  grant  an 
interim  injunction  till  the  Plaintiff  has  established  his 
title. at  law;  but,  if  the  circumstances  of  the  case  re- 
quire it,  it  will  grant  an  injunction,  on  the^ terms  of  the 
Plaintiff  proceeding  to  a  speedy  trial.  But,  in  this  case, 
supposing  I  were  to  direct  a  trial,  what  is  there  to  try  ? 
What  would  have  to  be  tried  would  be,  1st,  the  question 
whether  the  Plaintiff  has  a  right  to  protect  his  ancient 
lights ;  Sndly,  whether  if  the  Defendant  goes  on  with  his 
building  that  would  have  the  effect  of  darkening  the 
Plaintiff's  ancient  lights.  But  the  whole  of  the  De- 
fendant's case,  as  he  puts  it  upon  his  answer,  upon  his  - 
affidavits,  and  in  argument,  is  this,  that  he  does  not 
deny  the  Plaintiff's  title,  and  never  did  deny  it;  that  he 
never  meant  to  do  what  it  is  alleged  he  was  about  to  do, 
without  the  Plaintiff's  permission  ;  and  that  the  bill  was 
needlessly  filed,  because  the  Plaintiff's  right  never  was 
denied ;  and  then  I  am  told  that,  although  there  is  no 
contest  about  the  right  or  about  the  fact  of  nuisance,  I 
cannot  make  a  decree  without  putting  the  Plaintiff  to  try 
his  title  at  law.     I  think  there  is  no  ground  for  requiring 


278  CASES    IN    CHANCERY. 

1854.  him  to  do  do.  [The  Vice-Chancellor  then  went  into  the 
facts  of  the  case^  of  which  the  result  is  stated  in  the  follow- 
ing conclusion  of  his  judgment.]  On  the  evidence  it  is  clear 
that  the  Defendant  had  considered  that«  though  when  the 
wall  was  pulled  down  it  was  only  twelve  feet  high,  it  was 
originally  higher,  that  is  to  say,  at  least  as  much  as  thirty 
feet  high ;  and  the  affidavits  go  to  this,  that  the  De- 
fendant did  not  mean  to  build  the  wall  higher  than  it 
originally  stood  ;  but  that  was,  in  his  view,  thirty  feet ; 
while  the  Plaintiff  contends  that  the  original  height  did 
not  exceed  twelve  feet.  If  this  is  borne  in  mind,  all  the 
effect  of  the  Defendant's  affidavits,  showing  that  he  never 
had  any  intention  of  doing  what  he  had  no  right  to  do, 
vanishes.  They  all  go  to  show  that  he  did  not  intend  to 
exceed  thirty  feet,  up  to  which  height  he  thought  he  had 
a  right  to  build ;  but  I  find  no  ground  in  the  evidence 
for  asserting  that  the  Defendant  ever  told  the  Plaintiff 
he  did  not  iQean  to  build  beyond  twelve  feet  high.  On 
the  facts  I  conclude  that  the  Defendant  had  no  intention 
to  violate  what  he  the  Defendant  thought  the  right  of 
the  Plaintiff,  but  he  had  an  intention  to  violate  what  was 
in  fact  the  Plaintiff's  right. 

An  injunction  having  been  granted  in  this  case,  the 
Defendant  might  have  saved  all  further  expense,  if  he 
admitted  the  Plaintiff's  right,  by  submitting  to  the 'in- 
junction, and  paying  all  the  costs  up  to  that  time ;  and  if 
he  had  offered  that,  and  the  Plaintiff  had  refused  it,  I 
should  not  have  allowed  him  to  go  on  to  a  hearing  of 
the  cause  at  the  Defendant's  expense.  But  the  Defend- 
ant has  made  no  such  offer ;  and  the  Plaintiff  had  a  right 
to  say  that  the  Defendant,  not  submitting  to  the  injunc- 
tion, has  not  admitted  his  right. 

I  think,  therefore,  the  Plaintiff  had  a  right  to  bring 
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the  cause  to  a  hearing;  that  on  the  facts  the  Defendant  1854. 

did  intend  to  violate  the  Plaintiff's  actual  right,  though 
he  did  not  intend  to  violate  what  he  thought  the  Plain- 
tiff's right;  and  that,  under  the  circumstances  of  this 
case,  the  Plaintiff  has  a  right  to  a  decree  without  being 
sent  to  law.     Decree,  perpetual  injunction,  with  costs. 

1854: 
23rd  March. 


Pleading. 
WINTERBOTTOM  r.  TAYLOE.  rtt/^"'redeem. 

\FH£  Plaintiff  was  the  proprietor  of  shares  in  the  For-  Bill  for  redenip- 

helUs  mininir  company;  he  deposited  them  with  the  De-  ''®°  by  mort- 

«,    ,  .1  n  gagee  of  shares 

fendant  Tayloe  as  a  security,  and  transferred  them  into  in  a  company 

the  Defendant's  name,  so  as  to  give  him  the  legal  title,  transferred  mto 
Afterwards,  having  paid  off  the  debt,  he  claimed  to  have  mortgagor, 
them  back ;  but  the  Defendant  claimed  to  be  entitled  to  Plea,  that  at  the 
retain  them,  in  respect  of  an  unsettled  account ;  and  the  1*.™^  ^  u  th 
bill  was  to  redeem  the  shares.  shares  were  by 

assignment 

To  this  a  plea  was  put  in  of  a  deed  by  which  the  Qtj,g,  person : 
Plaintiff  had,  before  the  filing  of  the  bill,  assigned  all  his  Held,  the 
shares  in  the  Porkellis  and  other  mining  companies,  and  j-lf*"^  *j 

all  his  shares  and  interest  in  the  said  mines,  using  general  the  nlea  over- 
words,  to  one  Birch ;  and  the  plea  alleged  that,  at  the  r^^^^* 
time  the  bill  was  filed,  the  shares  mentioned  in  the  bill 
were  vested  in  Birch.    The  language  of  the  deed  made 
it,  however,  slightly  doubtful  whether  it  would  include 
the  shares  standing  in  the  name  of  Tayloe. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Cooper,  for  the  Defendant,  stated  the  case 
made  by  the  bill  and  the  plea. 

AH  the  interest  of  the  Plaintiff  in  the  mines,  which 
was  only  an  equity  of  redemption,  is  vested,  and  was 
vested  at  the  time  the  bill  was  filed,  in  Birch. 
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1854.  The  plea  is  like  a  plea  of  bankruptcy.    It  is  not  neces- 

^  sary  to  allege  that  the  assignee  claims ;  it  is  sufficient  to 

p.  show  the  assignment  and  prove  it :  Makepeace  v.  Hay- 

Taylob.  thorn  (a). 

Mr.  Fischer^  for  the  bill,  was  not  Called  upon. 

The  Vice-Chancellor  : 

I  abstain  from  expressing  any  opinion  upon  the  opera- 
tion of  the  deed  as  between  the  Plaintiff  and  Birch,  It 
may  be  that  Birch  has  a  right  to  insist  that  the  effect  is  to 
assign  to  him  not  only  all  the  shares,  &c.,  which  have  been 
actually  transferred  to  him,  but  all  shares  of  every  kind 
whatsoever  that  Winterbottom  had :  on  that  I  express  no 
opinion.  The  only  question  which  I  have  to  determine 
is,  whether,  on  the  construction  of  the  assignment,  I  can 
say  that  Winterbottom  has  no  right  at  all  to  redeem. 
Suppose  the  Defendant's  view  to  be  correct,  that  Winter- 
bottom  granted  over  all  his  interest  to  Birch  ;  is  it  not 
nevertheless  the  duty  of  Winterbottom  to  redeem  the 
shares  and  hand  them  over  to  Birch  ?  If  this  were  the 
hearing  of  the  cause,  the  Defendant  might  insist  that 
there  was  a  want  of  parties ;  that  the  suit  could  not  pro- 
ceed in  the  absence  of  Birch.  But  this  is  a  plea  in  bar 
of  all  interest,  and  without  saying  anything  about  the 
construction  of  the  deed,  I  am  of  opinion  that  there  is  no 
ground  for  saying  that  the  Plaintiff  cannot  sue  at  all,  and 
the  plea  must  be  overruled. 

(a)  4  Ru8S.  244. 
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1854: 
24th  April. 

Practice. 

CoiU. 

Order  of 

MAJOR  V.  MAJOR.  ^X?.!  """^ 
1  HIS  case  coining  on  on  further  directions,  a  question  Costs  of  litiga- 
arose  whether  certain  costs  incurred  in  a  litigation  in  the  tion  in  the 
Ecclesiastical  Court  for  determining  which  of  certain  tes-  ^^^^le^iastical 
tamentary  instruments  should  be  admitted  to  probate,  and  terminingwhich 
which  costs  had  been  by  the  decree  of  the  Ecclesiastical  '*  *^® / tf ^*^ T^' 
Court  decreed  to  be  paid  out  of  the  estate,  should  be  ordered  by  the 
paid  in  priority  to  or  after  the  costs  of  administration  in  Ecclesiastical 
this  Court.     The  litigation  in  the  Ecclesiastical  Court  ^°"^y^^^®P**^ 
arose  on  the  will  of  Mary  Hobinson  ;  an  instrument  of  a  estate,  are  post- 
subsequent  date  had  been  propounded  as  a  codicil  to  her  ?^^^^  ^^  *"® 

._,     ,  /.       1      1    .    .  1  ^        .  costs  of  admi- 

wiii,  but  was  refused  admission  to   probate.      Certain  nistration  in 

costs,  amounting  to  625L  had  been  incurred  in  support  this  Court, 
of  this  alleged  codicil   by  Peter  Knight  and  Thomas 
Knightj  and  the  Ecclesiastical  Court  ordered  those  costs 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  testatrix's  estate. 

Mr.  Willcock  and  Mr.  Cfreene,  for  the  Plaintiff,  the 
representative  of  the  estate. 

The  Messrs.  Knight  are  not  the  legal  representatives 
of  Mary  Robinson.  They  could  not,  if  the  assets  had  ac- 
tually come  to  their  hands,  have  legally  retained  their 
costs  ;  the  costs  of  the  administration  must  be  first  paid. 
The  rule  is,  that  the  costs  necessarily  incurred  in  rea- 
lizing the  fund  take  priority.  It  would  be  quite  un- 
reasonable to  pay  first  the  costs  incurred  by  them  in  a 
litigation,  the  object  of  which  on  their  part  was  to  upset 
the  very  will  on  which  this  suit  is  founded. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Palmer  and  W.  H.  Clarke,  for  other  parties 
in  the  same  interest. 

VOL.  II.  u 
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Mr.  Seltcyn,  for  the  KnigMs* 

I  quite  admit  the  general  rule  as  stated  on  the  other 
side,  that  when  costs  are  necessarily  incurred  in  realizing 
assets,  they  should  be  first  paid.  Now  here  there  was  a 
will  and  a  codicil.  Whether  both  of  those  were  to  be 
admitted,  or  which  was  to  be  admitted,  had  to  be  decided 
by  the  Ecclesiastical  Court.  The  KnigMs  were  neces- 
sary parties  to  the  suit  to  determine  which  was  to  be 
admitted,  this  will  or  the  codicil.  It  was  necessary  before 
the  parties  could  come  here  at  all  to  administer  the  estate, 
to  ascertain  which  was  the  instrument,  the  trusts  of  which 
were  to  be  declared  and  administered.  It  is  admitted 
that  the  costs  of  the  Knight's  were  properly  incurred. 
And  as  they  were  incurred  in  a  proceeding  without  which 
it  would  have  been  impossible  to  proceed  to  realize  the 
assets  at  all,  they  ought  to  be  first  paid ;  they  are  in  fact 
costs  of  administration. 


The  Vice-Chancellor  : 

The  Ecclesiastical  Court  had  to  decide  the  question 
of  probate,  and  having  decided,  it  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  Knighfs  were  entitled  to  have  their 
costs  out  of  the  estate.  If  that  Court  had  had  power  to 
administer  the  estate,  it  might  have  ordered  payment  of 
those  costs ;  but  having  no  such  jurisdiction,  all  it  could 
do  was  to  create  by  its  decree  a  charge  on  the  estate. 
Then,  in  order  to  realize  the  assets,  it  was  necessary  to 
come  to  this  Court ;  and  as  against  creditors  and  other 
charges  of  all  kinds  upon  the  estate,  it  is  the  clear  and 
settled  rule,  that  the  costs  incurred  in  this  Court  in  the 
administration,  must  be  paid  first.  It  is  so  in  a  creditors' 
suit ;  if  there  is  only  enough  to  pay  the  costs,  the  creditors 
must  go  without :  and  so  here  ;  the  claim  of  the  Knighfs 
stands  only  in  the  form  of  a  charge  created  by  the  decree 
of  the  Ecclesiastical  Court  on  the  assets,  when  realized ; 
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but  only  after  first  bearing  the  costs  of  realizing  the         1854 
assets.     I  am  of  opinion  therefore  that  the  costs  of  this 
suit  must  be  paid  in  priority  to  the  costs  of  the  litigatipn 
in  the  Ecclesiastical  Court. 


1854. 

29th  April. 

Statutes. 
Re  BINGLEY  FREE  SCHOOL,  Tmnl^Act. 

iSY  a  private  act  passed  on  the  I5th  August,  in  the  16  A  private  cha- 
&  17  Vict.  (1853),  trustees  of  this  charity  were  appointed,  KrtT' befo^r"^ 
and  regulations  ipade,  for  the  management  of  the  trusts,    the  Charitable 

Trusts  Act, 

«      1     ^  1        .•         /•    1  .  1      185S,  gave 

£y  the  5th  section  of  the  act  power  was  given  to  the  power  to  the 

trustees,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  trustees  in  any 

to  sell  or  exchange  the  charity  estates.  S?y  wJ^e'lS'''^ 

The  22nd  section  was  as  follows : — '*  Whenever  an  act,  with  the 

appointment  of  new  trustees  shall,  under  the  preceding  approbation  of 

...  ,  .       1,      ,  .     the  Court  of 

provision,  become  necessary,  and  in  all  other  cases  m  Chancery,  to 

which  the  said  trustees  are  by  this  act  authorized  to  dp  Isy  proposals  at 

any  act  with  the  approbation  or  under  the  direction  <>f  fudge  in  ^ham- 

the  Court  of  Chancery,  or  in  which  the  approbation  or  bers 

direction  of  the  said  Court  shall  be  necessary  for  the  re-   ,  ."®'^»  *"*^ 

1    .  t  n  ^         . ,    ,     .  .  ,   ,    .    ""8  was  not  re- 

gulation and  management  of  the  said  chanties  and  their  pealed  by  the 

estates  and  property,  the  said  trustees  shall  be  at  liberty,  17th  sect,  of 

without  special  order,  to  lay  proposals  for  such  purpose  Xrusts  Act  - 

before  one  of  the  judges  of  the  said  Court  in  chambers  ;  but  the  neces- 

and  such  judge  shall  be  at  liberty  to  receive  the  same  s/^y  ofsp>'e- 
l  ^^       i       i  1    11  .     .  11      bminary  apph- 
and  to  make  such  order  thereon  as  shall  be  just;  and  the  cation  to  the 

Attorney-general  shall  have  notice  of  all  such  proceed-  Chancery  Com- 
.j  J     ,  ^,    ^        ^1  .        ,        .  *  -     J  raissioners  was 

ings:   provided  always,  that  nothing  herein  contained  ajj^j^ 

shall  be  construed  to  destroy,  lessen  or  affect  the  power 

v2 
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1854.  of  the  said  Court  to  make  orders  touching  the  said  cha- 

^   „  rities  and  their  estate  and  property,  and  the  regulations 

Free  School.  ^^^  management  thereof,  in  or  upon  an  information  or 
petition  presented  under  the  powers  of  the  act  passed  in 
the  52nd  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  majesty  king 
George  the  third,  intituled  '  An  Act  to  provide  a  sum- 
mary Remedy  in  Cases  of  Abuse  of  Trusts  created  for 
Charitable  Purposes.' " 

By  the  17th  section  of  the  Charitable  Trusts  Act,  185S, 
it  is  enacted : — "  Before  any  suit,  petition  or  other  pro- 
ceeding (not  being  an  application  in  any  suit  or  measure 
actually  pending)  for  obtaining  any  relief,  order  or  direc- 
tion concerning  or  relating  to  any  charity,  or  the  estate, 
funds,  property  or  income  thereof,  shall  be  commenced, 
presented  or  taken  by  any  person  whomsoever,  there  shall 
be  transmitted  by  such  person  to  the  said  board  notice 
in  writing  of  such  proposed  suit,  petition  or  proceeding, 
and  such  statement,  information  and  particulars  as  may 
be  requisite  or  proper,  or  may  be  required  from  time  to 
time  by  the  said  Board  for  explaining  the  nature  and 
objects  thereof;  and  the  said  board,  if  upon  consideration 
of  the  circumstances  they  so  think  fit,  may,  by  an  order 
or  certificate  signed  by  their  secretary,  authorize  or  direct 
any  suit,  petition  or  other  proceeding  to  be  commenced, 
presented  or  taken  with  respect  to  such  charity,  either  for 
the  objects  and  in  the  manner  specified  or  mentioned  in 
such  notice,  or  for  such  other  objects,  and  in  such  manner 
and  form,  and  subject  to  such  stipulations  or  provisions 
for  securing  the  charity  against  liability  to  any  costs  or 
expenses,  and  to  such  other  stipulations  or  provisions  for 
the  protection  or  benefit  of  the  charity  as  the  said  board 
may  think  proper ;  and  such  board,  if  it  seem  proper  to 
them,  may  by  such  order  or  certificate  as  aforesaid  re- 
quire and  direct  that  any  proceeding  so  authorized  by 


CASES    IN    CHANCERY.  285 

them  in  respect  of  any  charity  shall  be  delayed  during  1854. 

such  period  as  shall  seem  proper  to  and  be  directed  by     _  ^^T'*"^ 

,    _^        _  ,  ,  ,  ./•  .  iU  BlNGLEY    . 

such  board ;  and  every  such  order  or  certificate  may  be  Free  Schoot.. 
in  such  form  and  may  contain  such  statements  and  par- 
ticulars as  such  board  shall  think  fit ;  and  (save  as  herein 
otherwise  provided)  no  suit,  petition  or  other  proceeding 
for  obtaining  any  such  relief,  order  or  direction  as  last 
aforesaid,  shall  be  entertained  or  proceeded  with  by  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  or  by  any  Court  or  judge,  except 
upon  or  in  conformity  with  an  order  or  certificate  of  the 
said  board :  provided  always,  that  this  enactment  shall 
not  extend  to  or  affect  any  such  petition  or  proceeding 
in  which  any  person  shall  claim  any  property  or  seek 
any  relief  adversely  to  any  charity." 

The  trustees  of  the  charity  carried  in  before  the  judge 
at  chambers  a  proposal  for  selling  some  of  the  charity 
estates,  and  the  question  was  whether  they  must  not  in  the 
first  instance  apply  to  the  chancery  commissioners. 

Mr.  Amphktt,  for  the  trustees,  submitted  that  the 
Charitable  Trusts  Act  did  not  intend  to  override  the  pro- 
visions of  the  private  act  under  the  22ni  section,  and  to 
impose  on  charities  acting  under  such  act,  the  double 
expense  of  going  first  before  the  commissioners,  and  then 
before  the  Court. 

Mr.  Wtckens,  for  the  crown,  left  the  point  for  the 
Court. 

The  Vice-Chancellor  held  that  the  general  act  ap- 
plied :  it  did  not  repeal  the  private  act  at  all ;  it  did  not 
take  away  the  necessity  of  obtaining  the  approbation  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  but  it  added  the  necessity  of  first 
going  to  the  charity  commissioners.  He  thought  the 
application  must  be  in  the  first  instance  to  them. 
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29th  April. 

Administration. 
J^t.  COOK  V.  GREGSON. 

Where  a  person  T^HIS  Case  came  on  upon  a  summons  adjourned  from 

deceased  died     chambers  in  a  creditor's  suit  for  administering  the  estate 
domiciled  m  .     t^     ,      ,     mi  i      •  «   ^  • 

Ireland,  leaving  of  the  testator  m  England.   The  testator  was  donaiciled  irt 

property  in         Ireland;  he  had  property  there  and  in  England^  The  same 

England,  and     pcsons  were  executors  of  his  will,  both  in  England  and 

the  same  exe-     Ireland.     They  proved  in  both  countries,  and  brought  h 

considerable  part  of  the  property  from  Ireland,     The 


cutors  in  both 
countries 


Held,  that  an      question  was,  whether  a  creditor  claiming  under  an  Irish 

Irish  judgment   judgment  could  take  priority  in  the  suit,  as  against  the 

over  Engluh      property  btought  from  Ireland^  over  simple  contract  cre- 

sirople  contract   ditors  here* 
creditors, 

Jf^Trtyle-  ^^'  ^^«^'  ^^^'^  ^^^  Plaintiff. 

mittedto^wg.  This  point  was  decided  in  Barris  V.  Sannders(a). 

land  by  the  *,./.,              ./...,                   ,            . 

executors  and  ^^  irwA  judginent  is  a  foreign  judgment,  and  constitutes 

being  there  ad-  a  mere  simple  Contract  debtw     He  also  cited  PresUm  v. 
ministered.  Zatd  Mebdlle{b). 

Mr.  Toller,  for  another  creditor. 

The  fund  comes  into  Court  because  an  English  cre- 
ditor files  a  bill,  and  then  the  executors  bring  the  whole 
estate  into  Court.  The  Irish  creditor  might  have  pre- 
vented the  Irish  fund  being  brought  here,  and  if  he  did 
not)  it  WAS  his  own  fault*  Bilt  being  here,  it  must  be 
administered  according  to  the  English  kw. 

(a)  4  Bam.  &  Cres.  411.  <fc)  8  CI.  &  FiH.  1. 
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Mr.  Giffardy  for  the  Irish  judgment  creditor.  1854. 

Preston  v.  Lord  Melville  is  in  my  favour.  The  tes- 
tator dying  domiciled  in  Ireland,  the  personal  property 
and  the  course  of  administration  follow  the  domicile. 
The  assets  were  collected  in  Ireland  by  force  of  a  will 
proved  in  Ireland.  We  only  ask  to  touch  the  Irish 
assets. 

In  administering  the  Irish  property  in  this  country  it 
will  be  administered  as  if  it  had  remained  and  been  ad- 
ministered in  Ireland:  EarlofWincheheay.  Garetty{a); 
Thompson  v.  The  Advocate- General  {b). 

Mr.  Cotton,  in  reply. 

I  cited  the  case  in  Bam.  §p  Cress,  only  to  show  that 
the  Irish  judgment  is  merely  a  foreign  judgment,  there- 
fore that  parties  claiming  under  it  cannot  be  treated  as 
judgment  creditors  here.  As  to  the  rule  that  property 
follows  the  domicile,  that  is  true  as  to  the  construction 
of  wills  and  the  like,  but  not  as  to  the  administration  of 
estates. 

The  Vice-Chancellor. 

Suppose  the  testator  had  been  domiciled  in  England, 
had  died  in  this  country,  and  had  left  assets  in  this 
country  and  in  Ireland;  a  small  amount  in  Ireland  and 
a  large  amount  here ;  owing  debts  in  England  and  also  in 
Ireland,  and  suppose  an  English  creditor  had  obtained  a 
judgment,  would  there  have  been  any  right  in  the  English 
executors  getting  in  the  English  assets,  to  send  over  the 
funds  to  Ireland  in  order  that  one  of  the  Irish  creditors 

(a)  2  Keen,  293.  (6)  12  CI.  &  Fin.  1. 
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1854.  might  get  a  priority?    Is  it  to  depend  upon  the  caprice 

p  of  the  executors,  by  sending  the  assets  to  another  country, 

„.  what  are  to  be  the  rights  of  creditors?    If  the  executors  in 

Greoson.       the  two  countries  were  different  persons,  and  there  were 
Irish  creditors,  could  the  Irish  executors  be  justified  in 
sending  the  assets  to  this  country  before  the  Irish  cre- 
ditors were  satisfied?     It  so  happens  that  in  this  case 
the  same  persons  are  executors  in  both  countries,  but  the 
case  must  be  decided  on  the  same  ground  as  if  they  were 
different.     Now,  if  they  were  different  persons,  it  is  clear 
that  the  duty  of  each  would  be  this :  he  must  take  care 
first  to  pay  the  debts  owing  in  the  country  in  which  he 
is  executor,  and  then,  and  not  till  then,  if  there  is  a  sur- 
plus, he  may  send  it  to  the  other  country.     The  duty 
of  the  Irish  executor  was  to  pay  the  Irish  debts  first, 
according  to  their  order  in  priority.     What  has  been 
done  is  this :  the  Irish  executors  have  remitted  to  Eng- 
land  part  of  the  Irish  assets  without  first  paying  the 
Irish  creditors,   and   the   English   executors   are   now 
proceeding  to  administer  assets  partly  English  partly 
Irish.     The  question  is  whether  the  assets  remitted  here 
ought  not  to  be  administered  as  if  they  had  remained 
and  were  being  administered  in  Ireland,     I  think  they 
ought  to  be  so  administered,  and  according  to  their  prio- 
rities in  Ireland;  and,  therefore,   the  Irish  judgment 
creditor  must  be  paid,  as  against  the  Irish  assets,  in  pri- 
ority to  the  English  simple  contract  creditors. 
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1854: 
2nd  May. 


Equitable 
VAUGHAN  V.  VANDERSTEGEN.  ^M%T/ 

In  this  cause  a  petition  was  presented  by  G.  Annesletfy  A  solicitor  took 
a  solicitor^  to  have  certain  costs  paid  out  of  the  produce  *    f  P^^it  o  a 
of  a  policy  of  insurance  on  the  life  of  Lady  Dunboyne.  client,  under  a 
Lady  Dunboyne  had  employed  Mr.  Annesley  as  her  soli-  P^''^^  agree- 
citor.     In  November,  1843,  Lady  Dunboyne  deposited  ^^^g  ^^  secure 
the  policy  on  her  life  with  Annesley^  without  any  memo*  his  then  exist- 
randum.     The  Master's  report  found  there  was  a  debt  T?  costs, 
and  its  amount.     The  question  was,  whether  the  security  made  advances 

could  be  enforced.  and  took  an 

assignment  of 
the  policy  to 
On  the  31st  of  December,  1844,  a  premium  on  the  secure  them; 

policy  being  due,  which  Lady  Dunboyne  could  not  pay,  \^^^y^^^^  abouT^ 

Annesley  paid  it,  and  a  memorandum  was  then  signed  the  costs : 

by  Lady  Dunboyne,  which  was  as  follows : — "  Whereas  5^^^'  ^^*'  ^^® 
,         .  .  ,  .  /^o>   «j     r^-i    deed  expressing 

there  is  a  premium  now  due,  amounting  to  xoL  14«.  9a.,  no  agreement 

on  the  policy  [describing  it] :  now  I  do  hereby,  in  con-  fhat  it  was  to 

sideration  of  O.  Annesley  agreeing  to  pay  the  said  pre-  ^^^^^^  ^j^^ 

mium,  agree  to  assign  the  said  policy  of  assurance  not  session  under  it 

only  as  security  for  the  said  sum,  but  also  for  all  sums  of  "*®''g®^.  ^"® 

•^  -^  possession  un- 

money  he  may  hereafter  advance  and  pay  on  my  ac-  der  the  deposit, 

count.— Dated  this  31st  December,  1844.— ilf.  A.  Dun-  and  the  policy 
.  „  was  only  a  se- 

^^^y^-  curity  for  the 

advances. 

This  agreement,  it  was  contended,  was  quite  irrespec- 
tive of  the  deposit  of  the  policy,  and  had  reference  only 
to  cash  advances.  The  agreement  was  carried  into  effect 
by  a  mortgage  of  the  policy  on  the  ISth  June,  1845. 
The  mortgage  did  not  notice  the  costs,  or  the  deposit  on 
account  of  them,  and  purported  only  to  be  a  security  for 


290 


CASES    IN    CHANCERY. 


1854. 
Vauohan 

V, 

Vander- 

STEGEN. 


sums  already  advanced  in  loans,  payments,  &c.,  on  her 
behalf,  amounting  to  175/.  &.,  and  such  further  sums 
as  Annesley  should  advance,  not  exceeding  500/.  The 
policy  remained  in  Annesley* s  hands  till  Lady  Dunboyne's 
death. 


Mr.  Dickinson,  for  the  petitioner,  argued  the  question 
at  first  on  the  ground  that^  until  the  formal  mortgage  was 
made,  the  solicitor  had  the  ordinary  lien  upon  the  client's 
documents  in  his  possession ;  and  that,  when  afterwards 
a  mortgage  was  made  for  a  different  purpose  and  to 
secure  different  sums,  that  was  no  release  or  waiver  of 
the  solicitor's  right  in  respect  of  the  previous  lien :  there 
was  no  chainge  of  possession  and  no  merger,  such  as  that 
of  an  equitable  title  in  a  legal  title,  the  mortgage  of  the 
policy  not  being  in  fact  a  legal  assurance,  since  the  policy 
was  a  chose  in  action  not  capable  of  being  legally  as- 
signed. 

Mr.  Oreene,  for  the  Plaintiff  in  the  suit,  opposed  the 
petition. 

He  said  there  was  no  memorandum,  and  no  evidence 
of  the  intention  of  the  parties  on  the  deposit  of  the  policy. 
The  inference  from  the  memorandum  of  December  was, 
that  the  previous  deposit  had  been  made  for  the  purposes 
contained  in  that  memorandum;  at  least,  the  evidence 
did  not  show  that  such  was  not  the  object  of  the  deposit ; 
and  the  general  lien  of  a  solicitor  would  not  attach,  if 
there  was  any  other  specific  object  of  the  deposit.  He 
referred  to  Cowell  v.  Simpson  (a),  to  show  that  a  specific 
security  for  costs  merges  the  common  lien. 

Mr.  Faher,  for  other  parties  in  the  saine  ioterest^ 
argued  that  the  policy  was  effected  by  Lady  Dunboyne 

(ii)  16  Ves.  275. 
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before  her  marriage  with  Lord  Dunboyne,  and  that  it 
was  part  of  her  personal  estate  at  the  date  of  the  settle- 
ment executed  on  her  marriage^  and  was  included  in  it  as 
such  (a) ;  that  she  could  not  dispose  of  it,  except  by 
appointment ;  and  she  had  never  appointed  it  to  Annesley. 


1854* 


The  Vice-Chancbllor  intimated  that  be  did  not  ac- 
cede to  this  argument. 

Mr.  JXchinsan  was  about  to  reply^  but  the  Court 
thought  diere  ought  to  be  further  evidence  of  the  pur- 
pose with  which  the  deposit  was  made. 

On  the  9th  of  May  the  case  came  on  again  on  a  fur- 
ther affidavit  by  Mr.  Annesky,  by  which  it  appeared  that 
he  had;  in  and  previously  to  November^  1844^  applied 
to  Lady  Dunboyne  to  pay  his  then  bill  of  costs ;  that  she 
said  she  was  then  unable  to  do  so,  but  was  willing  to 
give  him  security,  and  promised  to  place  in  his  hands  the 
policy,  the  only  available  security  that  she  had.  He 
produced  a  letter,  dated  the  18th  November,  in  which  he 
acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the  policy.  It  appeared,  by 
the  same  affidavit,  that  early  in  November  Lady  Dun- 
hoyne  applied  to  Annestey  to  lend  her  30/.  for  payment 
of  some  taxes,  and  he  produced  his  reply,  which  was  as 
follows: — "Although  very  inconvenient,  I  send  you  a 
cheque  for  30Z.,  as  requested,  and  request  you  will  send 
me  the  policy  of  insurance  as  a  security;" 

Mr.  DiciwMon  now  argued  that,  taking  the  deposit  to 

have  been  for  the  express  purpose  of  securing  the  costs 

and  the  30L,  the  mortgage  of  1845  was  a  clearly  distinct 

transaction;  and  the  evidence  displaced  the  notion  of  the 

{a)  See  ante,  p.  166,  the  terms  of  the  settlement. 
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deposit  being  in  reference  to  the  subsequent  cash  ad- 
vances. 

On  the  argument  that  the  formal  security  operated  as 
a  waiver  or  merger  of  the  prior  security,  he  argued  that 
the  case  cited  from  the  16  Ves.,  Cowell  v.  Simpson,  had  no 
application.  That  applied  only  to  the  case  of  the  common 
solicitors'  lien.  This  was  not  a  question  of  solicitors*  lien, 
but  of  a  mortgagee  having  a  specific  lien—  by  the  formal 
deed.  Annesley  did  not  express  any  intention  to  aban- 
don his  previous  claim.  The  mortgage  was  not  properly 
a  legal  mortgage,  and  did  not  operate  as  a  merger  of  the 
previous  security ;  they  were  both  merely  equitable,  and 
consistent  with  each  other. 


Judgment.  The  Vice-chancellor,  after  expressing  his  entire 

approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the  petitioner  throughout 
the  transaction,  continued  as  follows: — The  circumstances 
of  this  case  are  simple.  In  November,  1844,  Mr.  An- 
nesley, finding  that  Lady  Dunboyne  owed  him  conside- 
rable costs,  became  desirous  of  having  a  security  for 
them.  At  the  same  time,  Lady  Dunboyne  applied  to 
him  to  advance  her  30/.,  and  the  policy  was  then  depo- 
sited by  Lady  Dunboyne  with  Annesley,  by  way  of 
securing  the  costs  and  the  30/. 

A  few  weeks  after,  another  occasion  arose  for  an  ad- 
vance of  money  by  Annesley,  viz.,  for  paying  a  premium 
on  the  policy,  and  therf  he  required  some  better  security 
than  a  mere  deposit,  and  the  mortgage  was  agreed  upon ; 
and  though  the  conversion  of  the  security  into  a  mort- 
gage did  not  give  to  Annesley  a  legal  estate,  still  it  was  a 
more  formal  and  satisfactory  transaction.  Now,  here  I 
may  observe  that,  although  the  memorandum  made  in 
December  did  not  indicate  an  intention  to  give  security 
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for  past  advances,  yet  when  the  mortgage  itself  came  to 
be  made  in  June,  it  was  competent  to  the  parties  so  to 
have  made  it.  Why  was  it  not  then  made  a  security  for 
past  costs,  if  that  was  the  intention?  Whether  it  was 
that  Mr.  Annesley  did  not  think  it  necessary,  or  whether 
the  omission  arose  from  inadvertence,  does  not  appear ; 
but  I  think  it  would  be  contrary  to  principle  to  say  that, 
where  there  is  a  deposit  for  a  certain  purpose,  to  secure 
a  certain  amount  then  due,  and  then  the  depositor  gives 
a  formal  mortgage,  expressing  for  what  it  is  given,  that 
being  the  agreement  between  the  parties,  expressing  all 
that  they  intend  should  be  secured,  the  mortgagor  can 
have  a  right  to  assume  that  the  former  securitjr  subsists, 
if  it  is  not  said  in  the  deed  that  that  was  the  intention. 
When  a  mortgage  is  given  to  go  as  near  as  possible  to 
the  conveyance  of  a  legal  estate,  you  must  look  to  that 
deed  alone  to  see  what  security  was  intended,  that  is,  to 
what  contract  the  property  was  intended  to  be  subject. 
It  may  have  been  intended  at  the  time  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  transaction,  the  policy  was  to  remain  a  security 
for  what  is  not  mentioned  in  the  deed,  the  costs ;  but  in 
the  absence  of  any  such  expressed  agreement,  I  must 
apply  the  general  principle  to  this  case.  The  policy  is, 
I  think,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Annesley^  not  by  virtue  of 
the  deposit,  but  of  the  mortgage,  and  when  that  is  satis- 
fied he  has  no  further  right  to  hold  it.  The  possession 
by  the  deposit  is  merged  in  the  possession  under  the 
mortgage.  Mr.  Annesley  can  only  have  out  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  policy  what  is  secured  by  the  mortgage. 


1854. 


The  petition  was  dismissed ;  but  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, and  having  regard  to  the  course  pursued  by  the 
petitioner,  who  had  in  every  way  facilitated  the  trial  of 
the  question  at  the  least  expense  to  the  estate,  his  costs 
were  allowed  out  of  the  policy  money. 
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mil. 

Construction. 

SoS!'  HODSON  V.  MICKLETHWAITE. 


Testatorjave  a  Jf^ULIAM  BOD  SON  made  his  will  directing  the 
personal  estate  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  estates^  and  after  appropriating  five-sixths  of 
to  the  seven  the  produce,  he  thus  continued  :-^"  And  as  to  the  re- 
son  and  his  *'  maining,  one-sixth  part  thereof  shall  remain  and  be  in 
wife,  naming       trust  for  each  of  the  seven  children  of  Maty  Hodson, 

them,** together  otherwise  Mary  Edmonds^  the  wife  or  reputed  wife  of 

with  everv  other  

child  hereafter    ™y  son  Henry  Hodson,  by  the  several  names  or  descrip- 

to  be  born  of  tions  of  JSliza  Hodson,  otherwise  Udmonds,  Charlotte 
durinff  thriife  ^^^^^f  Otherwise  Edmonds^  Henry  Hodson^  otherwise 
of  the  said  (h  us-  Edmonds,  William  IJodson,  otherwise  Edmonds,  Frances 

band),  or  within  Henrietta  Hodson,  other  wise  Edmonds,  Thomas  Hodson, 

nine  months  ,^,        ^    rr  -,  , 

after  his  de-       Otherwise  Edmonds,  and  Edward  Hodson,  otherwise 

cease,  in  equal  Edmonds,  or  by  whatsoever  other  name  or  names  they 
benefit  of  sur-  oi^  any  of  them  maybe  called,  known  or  described,  to- 
vivorship."  He  gether  with  every  other  child  hereafter  to  be  born  of  the 
then  directed  g^j j  jjf  Hodson,  otherwise  Edmonds,  during  the  life 
their  mamte-  *  ^  r»  #  # 

nance  with  the    of  the  said  William  Henry  Hodson  or  within  nine  months 

dividends  until  ^Siet  his  decease,  in  equal  shares  absolutely,  and  with 
should  auain      benefit  of  survivorship :  and  that  they  the  said  trustees  or 

thirty ;  then       trustee  do  and  shall  pay  and  apply  all  or  such  part  of  the 
upon  trust  for 
them  respec- 
tively and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  th^m  in  equal  shares,  with 
power  to  the  trustees  to  make  such  distribution  sooner,  if  they 
think  fit,  provided  the  youngest  child  should  have  attained  twenty- 
one. 

Held,  that  the  period  of  division  was  the  death  of  the  husband,  or 
the  short  period  limited  after  his  death ;  that  the  clause  of  mainte- 
nance till  thirty,  and  postponing  payment  till  then,  did  not  disturb 
the  previous  vesting  in  the  children  surviving  at  the  death  of  the 
husband,  so  as  to  introduce  remoteness,  and  that,  consequently,  one 
child  having  died  living  the  father,  her  share  went  over  to  those  who 
should  be  surviving  at  his  death. 
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interest,  dividends  and  annual  proceeds  of  the  said  re^ 
maining  one-sixth  paH  of  the  said  trust  monies  and  estate 
as  to  them  the  said  trustees  or  trustee  shall  seem  reason- 
able and  proper  for  or  towards  the  maintenancoi  educa- 
tion^  advancement  and  support  of  any  one  or  more  of 
them  the  said  children  of  the  said  Mary  Hoebon,  other- 
wise EdmondSf  until  the  youngest  of  such  children  for 
the  time  being  shall  attain  the  age  of  thirty  years ;  then 
upon  trust  for  them  the  said  several  children  respectively. 
And  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them,  in  equal  shares 
absolutely.  But  I  hereby  nevertheless  authoriae  and 
empower  my  said  trustees  for  the  time  being,  should 
they  in  their  discretion  think  proper,  to  make  such  dis- 
tribution sooner,  provided  such  youngest  child  shall  have 
attained  the  age  of  twenty-one,  but  not  otherwise.*' 


1854. 


HODSON 

0. 
MlCKLB- 
TUWAITB. 


W.  H*  Hodson  and  Mary  Edmonds  were  in  fact  mar- 
ried in  18S0,  and  were  both  living  at  the  date  of  the  in- 
stitution of  the  suit.  The  testator  died  in  1838,  leaving 
him  surviving  the  seven  children  of  W.  H.  Hodson  and 
Mary  his  wife ;  but  one  of  them  died  in  185S,  and  the 
Plaintiff  was  his  widow  and  representative. 


Mr.  Batten,  for  the  Plaintiff,  argued  that  the  words 
in  the  gift  "together  with  every  child  hereafter  to  be 
born,*'  could  only  have  two  meanings.  They  must  mean 
to  confine  the  gift  to  children  born  living  the  testator,  or 
to  extend  it  to  children  born  after  the  testator.  The 
latter  was  the  true  construction,  otherwise  the  clause  of 
survivorship  in  the  latter  part  of  the  will  could  have  no 
meaning,  as  that  applied  to  the  survivors  or  survivor 
when  the  youngest  should  attain  thirty,  which  might 
never  take  place  during  the  testator's  life.  Bui  then  if 
that  was  the  true  construction,  the  clause  of  survivorship 
was  void  for  remoteness,  as  the  vesting  might  be  suspended 
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beyond  the  lawful  period.  The  effect  was  that  the  shares 
vested  in  all  born  during  the  life  of  W.  H.  Hadson,  and 
the  Plaintiff  was  entitled  to  a  share.  He  cited  Gilbert  v, 
Boorman{a)j  Hughes  v.  Hughes  (b)j  Crippsv.  Woolcot{c), 

Mr.  Rogers  appeared  for  the  six  children  who  were 
surviving  and  for  the  trustees. 


Judgment,  The  Vice-Chancellor,  after  referring  to  the  language 

of  the  will  down  to  the  words  *'  in  equal  shares  absolutely 
with  benefit  of  survivorship,"  proceeded  thus :— If  that 
gift  stood  alone  it  is  apparent  that  the  testator  was  not 
sure  whether  his  son  William  Henry  was  or  not  married. 
He  knew  there  were  children,  but  not  whether  Mary 
Edmonds  was  his  son's  wife  or  not.  He  meant  to  pro- 
vide not  only  for  the  seven  children,  but  for  any  children 
who  might  be  born  of  his  son  and  Mary  Edmonds  during 
the  life  of  his  son ;  and  such  a  provision  for  future  illegi- 
timate children  would  of  course  not  be  valid.  In  fact 
however  W.  H.  Hodson  and  Mary  Edmonds  were  mar- 
ried in  18^0,  so  that  the  provision  for  future  children 
would  be  valid  ;  and  under  this  gift  any  children  bom  of 
Mary  Hodson  by  her  husband  would  be  entitled  to  take 
shares,  and  there  would  be  nothing  of  remoteness,  because 
all  the  interests  must  vest  during  a  life  in  being.  Then 
the  testator  goes  on  to  say  "with  benefit  of  survivor- 
ship." Now  what  does  he  mean  by  that?  .Why,  that  no 
child  should  take  absolutely  till  the  death  of  his  son 
W.  H.  Hodson^  or  his  wife ;  that  until  that  period  there 
never  could  be  any  division.  He  means  that  if  any  child 
died  before  that  period,  his  or  her  share  should  go  over  to 
the  others.  The  clause  of  survivorship  can  only  refer  to 
one  of  4wo  periods,  either  the  death  of  the  testator,  or  the 
death  of  the  son.  It  could  not  refer  to  the  death  of  the 
testator,  because  he  speaks  of  all  the  children  who  shall 
(a)  11  Ves.  238.         (6)  14  Ves.  Z5Q.         (c)  4  Mad.  11. 
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be  born  of  Mary  EdmoTids  during  the  life  of  W.  H.  Hod- 
son  ;  and  as  the  benefit  of  survivorship  was  thus  intended 
to  take  effect  on  the  death  of  his  son  William  Henry,  he 
could  not  have  intended  to  limit  it  to  the  period  of  his 
own  death.  Thus  far  there  is  no  doubt;  no  shares  were 
fixed  till  the  period  of  the  death  of  the  husband  or  the 
wife.  The  period  of  payment  is  afterwards  postponed, 
but  that  does  not  alter  the  vesting ;  the  periods  of  pay- 
ment and  of  division  may  be  the  same,  but  they  are  not 
necessarily  so.  There  may  be  a  period  of  division  as  to 
vesting,  and  a  different  period  of  payment,  which  will 
not  necessarily  prevent  the  vesting.  [The  Vice-Chan- 
cellor  then  referred  to  the  latter  part  of  the  clause  set  out 
in  p  295,  and  continued  in  reference  to  the  clause  of  sur- 
vivorship.] That  of  course  applies  to  any  children  living 
at  the  death  of  the  husband  or  wife,  or  within  the  short 
period  limited  over.  A  child  might  be  born  a  day  before 
the  death  of  William  Henry  or  within  the  nine  months 
named,  and  any  such  child  was  to  take.  But  all,  when- 
ever born,  were  to  be  maintained  until  the  youngest 
attained  the  age  of  thirty,  and  then  only  the  payment 
was  to  be  made.  This  would  be  inoperative  when  each 
child  attained  twenty-one,  unless  the  period  of  survivor- 
ship was  meant  to  apply  to  the  death  of  the  husband  or 
wife.  It  is  said  that  the  previous  language  of  the  gift 
must  be  construed  by  this;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  think 
I  must  construe  the  survivorship  clause  in  this  part  of  the 
will  by  the  substantive  gift  in  the  earlier  part.  The  gift 
is  suspended  only  until  there  shall  be  no  possibility  of 
more  children ;  at  that  period  then  the  survivor  is  to  be 
entitled.  The  effect  is,  therefore,  that  as  to  the  share  of 
the  child  who  has  died  leaving  W.  H,  Hodson  surviving, 
such  of  the  children  as  shall  be  living  at  his  death  will 
be  entitled  to  it. 
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The  declaration  was  that  the  fund  was  distributable 
among  the  six  children  and  such  other  children  as  might 
come  into  esse  during  the  life  of  W,  H,  Ilodson^  or  within 
nine  months  after,  and  should  be  living  at  the  death  of 
W.  H.  Hodson,  or  within  the  nine  months,  subject  to  the 
right  of  survivorship,  if  any  should  die  within  that  period. 

1854: 
2nd  and  9th 

May.  

Deed. 
Construction, 
Covenant 
to  settle.  RAMSDEN  V.  SMITH. 

A  marriage  set-  J  N  this  case  the  bill  stated  a  settlement  made  on  the 

tl3  a  dause    "^*"'»g^  "^^  ^^'  ^"^  ^^^'  Ramsden,  by  which  2,000/., 
by  which  it  was  the  wife's  property,  was  settled  in  the  usual  manner ;  and 

agreed,  and  the  then  followed  this  clause:— 
husband  cove- 
nanted, that  if        'VAnd  it  is  hereby  further  agreed  and  declared^  and  the 

any  real  or  per-  ^^jj  Frank  Ramsden  for  himself,  his  heirs,  executors  and 
sonal  estate 

should  descend   administrators,  doth  hereby  covenant,  promise  and  agree 
or  devolve  to, 
or  vest  in  the 
wife  or  in  any 
person  in  trust 
for  her,  the  hus- 
band should 
make,  do  and 
execute,  or 
cause  or  pro- 
cure to  be 
made,  done  or 
executed,  or 
join  or  concur 


with  and  to  the  said  William  Smith,  George  Ramsden 
and  Sir  William  Bryan  Cooke,  and  the  survivors  and 
survivor  of  them,  bis  executors,  administrators  and  as- 
signs, that  if  any  real  or  personal  estate  whatsoever, 
amounting  in  each  case  to  the  value  of  100/.  or  upwards, 
shall  at  any  time  or  times  during  the  said  intended  co- 
verture descend  or  devolve  to  or  vest  in  the  said  Eliza- 
betk  Smith  or  in  any  person  or  persons  in  trust  for  her, 
or  to  or  in  the  said  Frank  Ran^sden  in  her  right,  then 
with  the  wife  in  and  in  that  case,  and  so  often  as  the  same  shall  happen, 

making,  doing    ^e  the  said  Frank  Ramsden  shall  and  will  make,  do  and 

or  executmg  all 

such  acts,  execute,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  made,  done  and  exe- 

deeds,  &c.,  as 

should  be  necessary  for  settling  such  property  on  the  trusts  of  the 

settlement. 

A  legacy  was  left  to  the  wife  for  her  separate  use. 

Held,  that  it  did  not  come  within  the  agreement  and  covenant  to 
settle,  contained  in  the  settlement. 
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cutedy  or  join  or  concur  with  the  said  EUzaheth  Smith, 
his  intended  wife,  her  heirs,  executors  or  administrators, 
in  the  making,  doing  and  executing  of  all  such  acts, 
deeds,  conveyances,  assignments  and  assurances  in  the 
law  whatsoever  as  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  con- 
veying, assigning,  assuring  and  confirming  all  such  real 
and  personal  estate,  in  such  manner  as  that,  regard  being 
bad  to  the  nature  and  quality  of  the  same,  the  said  real 
and  personal  estate  shall  and  may  be  vested  in  the  said 
William  Smith,  George  Ramsden  and  Sir  William  Bryan 
Coohe,  or  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  his  heirs, 
executors,  administrators  and  assigns  ;  upon  such  trusts, 
intents  and  purposes,  and  under  and  subject  to  such 
powers,  provisoes,  agreements  and  declarations  as  will 
correspond,  or  best  and  nearest  correspond,  with  the 
trusts,  intents  and  purposes,  powers,  provisoes,  agree- 
ments and  declarations  hereinbefore  expressed,  declared 
and  contained  of  and  concerning  the  said  sum  of  2,000/., 
and  the  interest  thereof,  hereinbefore  covenanted  to  be 
paid  by  the  said  Samuel  Smith,  or  such  of  them  as  may 
be  then  subsisting,  undetermined  and  capable  of  taking 
eflfect." 


1854. 


Ramsden 

V, 

Smith. 


Mrs.  Nares,  the  aunt  of  Mrs.  Ramsden,  by  her  will 
gave  certain  personal  property  to  her  nephews  and  nieces ; 
and  as  to  her  nieces,  she  directed  that  ''the  shares  of 
such  of  her  said  nieces  as  should  be  married  at  the  time 
of  her  death  should  be  for  their  sole  use  and  benefit,  in- 
dependent of  their  respective  husbands,  and  their  re- 
spective receipts  should  be  a  good  discharge  for  the 
same." 


The  bill  was  by  Mrs.  Ramsden,  one  of  these  nieces, 
and  it  prayed  that  the  property  bequeathed  to  her  by 
Mrs.  Nares  might  be  declared  not  to  be  subject  to  the 
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trusts  of  her  marriage  settlement,  and  that  the  executors 
of  Mrs.  Nares'  will  might  be  directed  to  transfer  or  pay 
the  same  to  her  or  to  such  person  as  she  should  name 
for  her  sole  and  separate  use. 

The  trustees  of  the  settlement,  on  behalf  of  an  infant 
child  of  the  marriage,  not  a  party,  opposed  this,  and  con- 
tended that  the  covenant  to  settle  included  the  bequest 
from  Mrs.  Nares. 

Mr.  Baily  and  Mr.  Grenside,  for  the  Plaintiff  Mrs. 
Ramsden. 

They  referred  to  Douglas  v.  Congreve  (a),  Thornton 
V.  Bright  (i).  On  the  other  side  will  be  cited  Butcher 
V.  Butcher  (c).  In  that  case  the  covenant  was  that  "all 
proper  parties"  should  assign.  In  this  case  the  covenant 
is  that  the  husband  shall  do  the  acts ;  therefore  it  cannot 
apply  to  property  over  which  he  could  have  no  control. 

If  this  legacy  were  to  be  settled,  instead  of  Mrs.  Rams- 
den  enjoying  it  for  her  separate  use,  she  might  never 
have  any  enjoyment  of  it ;  for  the  settlement  gives  the 
first  life  estate  to  the  husband ;  so  that  if  Mrs.  Ramsden 
died  before  her  husband,  Mrs.  Nares'  intention  would  be 
entirely  set  aside. 

On  the  authorities,  the  covenant  of  the  husband  can 
only  bind  the  property  over  which  he  might  have  do- 
minion. The  rule  therefore  is  clear.  There  is  no  ap- 
pearance in  this  deed  of  any  intention  on  the  part  of  the 
wife  to  settle ;  there  is  only  the  covenant  of  the  husband. 


(fl)  1  Keen,  410. 

(6)  2  My!.  &  Cr.  254. 


(c)  14  Beav.  222. 
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There  are  no  such  words  as  between  ''  all  the  parties/'  as 
in  Butcher  v.  Butcher  ;  it  is,  therefore,  no  more  than  the 
husband's  covenant. 

Mr.  Gr-  Z.  Russell,  for  the  trustees  of  the  settlement, 
representing  the  infant  child. 

This  legacy  is  bound  by  the  trusts  of  settlement; 
settling  it  will  not  disturb  Mrs.  Nares^  will,  which  gives 
Mrs.  Ramsden  absolute  dominion  to  settle  it  or  not.  The 
Plaintiff  was  of  age  when  the  settlement  was  made ;  it 
was  not  made  to  provide  for  the  husband  alone,  but  for 
the  children.  Then,  if  you  look  at  the  deed,  you  find 
what  is  reasonable, — that  as  the  children  take  large  in- 
terests from  the  father,  10,400/.,  whereas  they  take  only 
3,000/.  from  the  wife,  it  would  be  natural  that  they  should 
be  intended  to  take  all  that  the  wife  might  have  after  the 
marriage. 

Then  as  to  the  terms  of  the  deed :  it  begins  by  decla- 
rations between  the  "  parties  to  these  presents."  Then 
immediately  preceding  the  covenant  in  question,  is  a  decla- 
ration *^  between  all  the  parties  to  these  presents."  What 
then  is  the  agreement  ?  Why,  to  settle  any  property  that 
may  vest  in  the  wife  or  in  any  person  as  a  trustee  for 
her ;  that  is  the  very  case  occurring. 
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Ramsden 

Smith. 


Mr.  Fleming,  for  other  parties  in  the  same  interest. 

On  the  whole  scope  of  the  agreement  the  contract  was, 
that  any  property  of  the  lady  should  be  settled  ;  that  is 
the  meaning  of  the  settlement.  It  is  the  agreement  of 
all  the  parties  to  settle  any  property ;  how  can  that  be 
said  not  to  include  this  property  ?  Butcher  v.  Butcher 
is  the  same  case  as  this.  That  was  determined  on  the 
ground  of  its  being  the  agreement  of  all  the  parties,  and 
that  is  the  contract  here. 
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1 854.  Mr.  Bailj/f  in  reply. 

Ramsdem 

^,  ^'  On  the  9th  of  May  the  Vice-Chancellor  delivered 

the  following  judgment : — 

The  question  in  this  case  is,  whether  certain  pro- 
perty which  has  devolved  upon  a  married  lady  for  her 
separate  use,  comes  within  the  operation  of  a  covenant 
contained  in  her  marriage  settlement,  which  was  a  cove- 
nant to  settle  her  after  acquired  property?  The  clause 
in  the  marriage  settlement  upon  which  the  question  turns 
is  in  these  terms — [the  Vice-Chancellor  referred  to  the 
clause  set  out  in  p.  298] ;  and  the  deed  goes  on  to  pro- 
vide that  such  property  shall  be  subject  to  the  trusts  of 
the  settlement.  That  settlement  was  dated  in  August, 
1835.  Many  years  after  the  marriage,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
NareSy  by  her  will  dated  2Ist  July,  1851,  gave  a  certain 
portion  of  her  property  to  her  three  nephews  and  six 
nieces,  one  of  which  nieces  was  Mrs.  Ramsden^  whose 
settlement  I  have  just  referred  to;  and  the  testatrix 
directs  that  the  shares  of  such  of  her  said  nieces  as 
should  be  married  at  the  time  of  her  death  should  be 
for  their  sole  use  and  benefit,  independent  of  their  re- 
spective husbands,  and  their  respective  receipts  should  be 
a  good  discharge  for  the  same. 

The  question  is— whether  that  share  of  the  property 
which  by  the  will  of  Mrs.  Nares  was  given  to  Mrs.  Rams- 
den  for  her  separate  use,  comes  within  the  operation  of 
the  covenant  that  I  have  read  in  the  marriage  settlement  ? 

Now  it  is  clear  that  the  question  is  simply  a  question 
of  intention,  which  intention  is  to  be  collected  from  the 
terms  of  the  marriage  settlement.  There  is  no  doubt 
whatever  that  the  property  which  was  given  by  the  will 
of  Mrs.  Nares  to  Mrs.  Ramsden  for  her  separate  use 
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comes  clearly  within  the  description  of  real  or  personal 
estate  which  has  descended  or  devolved  to  or  become 
vested  in  Mrs.  Hamsden.  The  question  is,  whether,  upon 
the  construction  of  this  clause  in  the  settlement,  the  in- 
tention 6f  the  parties  was  to  settle  such  property  ? 


1854. 


Ramsden 

Smith. 


Now  several  cases  have  been  cited  upon  the  subject. 
The  first  of  these  cases  is  Douglas  v.  Congreve,  in  the 
1st  vol.  of  Keen  (a).  In  that  case  the  husband  contracted 
(it  was  simply  a  covenant  by  the  husband  with  the  trus- 
tees of  the  settlement),  that  if  at  any  time  or  times  during 
the  coverture  "  any  real  or  personal  estate  should  descend 
or  devolve  to  or  vest  in  the  Plaintiff  (that  is  in  the  in- 
tended wife),  or  in  Douglas  the  then  intended  husband 
in  her  right,  which  should  exceed  the  sum  of  200/.,  then 
he,  Douglas,  should  execute,  or  cause  to  be  executed, 
or  join  or  concur  with  the  wife,  her  heirs,  executors  or 
administrators,  in  executing  all  such  acts  as  should  be 
necessary  and  proper  for  conveying,  assuring  and  con- 
firming" that  property  according  to  the  trusts  of  the 
settlement.  The  terms  of  the  covenant  are  almost  inden- 
tical  with  the  terms  here.  There  is  this  difierence  how- 
ever between  the  two  cases,~that  besides  the  language 
which  imports  an  express  covenant  by  the  husband,  the 
clause  here  commences  with  the  words  '*  it  is  hereby 
agreed  and  declared."  I  will  consider  the  effect  of  these 
words  presently.  But  in  the  case  of  Douglas  v.  Congreve, 
the  late  Master  of  the  Rolls,  Lord  Langdale,  decided  that 
the  covenant  did  not  apply  to  the  property  which  came  to 
the  wife  for  her  separate  use  subsequently  to  the  marriage. 
His  lordship  says  :— "  The  covenant,  as  it  appears  to  me, 
could  only  relate  to  property  which  in  right  of  the  wife 
became  subject  to  the  control  of  the  husband,  and  not 
to  property  which  by  the  will  of  the  giver  was  to  be- 
(a)  Page  410. 
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long  to  her  independently  of  him."  Now  there  were 
two  grounds  upon  which  it  was  properly,  as  I  conceive, 
held  that  the  covenant  did  not  apply.  One  was  that  it 
was  merely  the  covenant  of  the  husband ;  and  besides 
that,  it  was  a  covenant  that  the  husband  should*  do  cer- 
tain things,  and  only  that  the  husband  should  do  certain 
things,  and  therefore  it  was  properly  decided  that  the 
clause  did  not  apply. 


The  next  case  cited  is  Thornton  v.  Sright,  and  with- 
out going  into  the  particulars  of  that  case,  ITiomton  v. 
Bright  in  fact  establishes  the  same  principle.  That  also 
was  the  covenant  of  the  husband  only,  and  it  was  a  cove- 
nant that  the  husband  should  do  certain  acts.  That  case 
is  reported  in  the  2nd  Mylne  6p  Craig  (a). 

The  next  case  that  is  cited,  is  a  case  different  in  its 
circumstances,  Butcher  v.  Butchery  in  the  l^th  vol.  of 
Beavanifi).  There  the  clause  was  in  these  terms.  It 
was  by  the  settlement  "  agreed  and  declared  by  and  be- 
tween the  parties  thereto,  and  the  said  John  Butler 
Hair  (that  was  the  intended  husband)  covenanted  with 
the  trustees  ''  that  in  case  any  personal  property  should 
thereafter,  during  the  said  intended  coverture,  come  to  or 
vest  in  Mrs.  Hall,  the  petitioner,  or  in  Mr.  Hall  in  her 
right,  or  by  the  rights  of  marriage,"  not  that  he  would 
do  certain  acts,  but  that  ''  the  same  should  be  paid,  as- 
signed or  transferred  by  all  proper  parties  without  del^y 
from  time  to  time''  to  the  trustees,  upon  the  trusts  of  tbe 
settlement.  Now  there,  it  was  not  the  covenant  of  the 
husband  only,  and  moreover  it  was  a  covenant  and 
agreement,  not  that  the  husband  alone  would  do  cer- 
tain acts,  but  that  the  property  which  should  come  to  the 


(a)  Page  254. 


(6)  Page  222. 
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wire  should  be  settled.  The  present  Master  of  the  Rolls 
having  had  Douglas  v.  Congreve  cited  to  him,  as  well  as 
Thornton  v.  Bright^  referring  to  those  cases,  and  stating 
that  in  those  cases  there  was  nothing  but  a  simple  cove- 
nant, observes  that  they  contained  no  covenant  or  agree- 
ment between  the  other  parties.  He  says,  "  I  am  con- 
firmed in  the  opinion  I  expressed  in  this  case,  that  there 
is  a  covenant  by  all  parties,  including  the  wife,  and  that 
she  is  as  much  bound  by  it  as  her  husband.  The  usual 
practice  of  conveyancers  is  to  make  the  intended  husband 
alone  covenant;  but  then  such  a  covenant  is  not  prefaced 
by  the  words,  '  that  it  is  agreed  and  declared  by  and  be- 
tween all  the  parties.* " 


1854. 


Another  case  was  referred  to,  which  1  believe  is  not 
reported  (at  least  I  am  not  aware  that  it  is  reported,  but 
1  have  been  furnished  with  the  papers) — a  case  oiEwart  .///^'•2./i( 
V.  Ewart,  which  was  decided  by  the  Vice-Chancellor 
Wood.  That  case  differed  again  from  any  of  the  others 
in  its  circumstances.  That  was  a  case  in  which  there  was 
not  any  express  language  by  way  of  covenant  or  agree- 
ment by  any  party,  but  the  form  of  the  settlement  was 
this — not  a  very  accurate  form,  but  still  it  was  perfectly 
operative  for  the  purpose  of  indicating  the  intention  of 
the  parties — by  the  settlement,  the  intended  wife  assigned 
to  the  trustees  certain  sums  of  stock  and  all  other  the 
personal  settlement  which  she  then  was  or  should  there- 
ailer  become  entitled  to.  She  purported  to  assign  to 
them  the  property  which  she  should  thereafter  become 
entitled  to  upon  certain  trusts ;  and  then,  certain  property 
was  by  her  father's  will  given  upon  certain  trusts,  the 
effect  of  which  was,  that  she  had  an  absolute  power  of 
appointment  by  deed,  and  in  default  of  appointment,  the 
property  given  by  the  father's  will  was  to  go  in  a  certain 
way  among  her  children.     She  exercised  the  power  by 
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1854.  deed,  and  by  the  exercise  of  her  power  appointed  1,000/. 

n^'^'^^'^        to  herself  for  her  separate  use,  and  appointed  the  rest  of 
„.  the  property  upon  certain  trusts.     Of  course  it  was  not 

Smith.  contended,  nor  could  it  be  contended,  that  the  power 
to  appoint  constituted  property  to  which  she  became 
entitled;  but  when  she  chose  to  exercise  that  power, 
and  by  the  exercise  of  it  settled  the  1,000/.  to  herself  for 
her  separate  use,  then  that  1,000/.  was  property  to  which 
she  became  entitled,  which  devolved  to  and  became  vested 
in  her,  and  the  Vice-Chancellor  Wood,  (I  quite  concur 
in  the  propriety  of  his  decision,  if  I  may  presume  to  say 
so,)  decided  that,  as  to  the  1,000/.,  that  did  come  within 
the  intention  of  the  parties ;  that  although  in  strictness 
an  assignment  of  the  property  that  might  thereafter  be- 
come vested  in  a  party  could  only  operate  as  a  contract, 
still  that  was  quite  sufficient  to  bind  all  parties,  the  wife 
being,  at  the  time  of  the  marriage,  adult  and  sui  juris. 

Another  case  was  cited,  of  Milford  v.  PeilU  which  is 
reported  in  the  2nd  year  or  the  2nd  vol.  of  the  Weekly 
Reporter  (a).  There  again  there  is  another  little  diffe- 
rence, I  cannot  say  an  immaterial  difference.  The  wife 
being  adult  and  sui  juris^  immediately  before  the  mar- 
riage there  was  a  covenant  by  the  husband  and  a  cove- 
nant by  the  wife,  not  that  the  husband  should  settle  the 
property,  but  that  the  property  coming  to  her  or  to  him 
in  her  right  should  be  settled  by  all  proper  parties. 

Now,  those  are  the  cases  that  have  been  cited  on  the 
subject,  and  those  are  quite  sufficient  to  establish  (if  it 
were  necessary  to  resort  to  them  in  order  to  establish) 
the  principle  on  which  I  think  this  case  ought  to  be  de* 
cided.    As  I  have  said,  it  is  a  question  of  intention,  that 

(«)  Page  181. 
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intention  being  to  be  collected  from  the  terras  of  the  set*  1854. 

dement.  The  property  coming  to  a  married  woman  for  her 
separate  use  (if  it  be  absolute  property,  not  a  mere  life  in* 
terest,  that  is  if  the  corpus  of  the  property  comes  to  her  for 
her  separate  use)  is  clearly  property  which  vests  in  her 
or  devolves  on  her,  or  belongs  to  her ;  but  the  question, 
whether  the  parties  meant  to  settle  it,  must  depend  upon 
what  they  have  agreed  is  to  be  done,  and  by  whom,  in 
order  to  designate  the  property  which  is  intended  to  be 
embraced  within  the  covenant. 

Now,  in  this  case,  if  it  stpod  only  on  the  covenant  of 
the  husband,  that  alone  would  be  conclusive  upon  the 
question ;  but  there  are  the  words,  "  it  is  hereby  further 
agreed  and  declared^"  and  it  is  contended  that  those 
words,  irrespective  of  any  special  covenant  by  any  par- 
ticular individual,  amount  to  an  agreement  by  all  parties. 
Now,  it  is  perfectly  true,  as  a  general  principle,  that 
whenever  you  have  words  importing  agreement  by  all 
parties,  it  is  on  the  part  of  each  of  those  parties  a  cove- 
nant, if  it  be  under  seal,  provided  the  party  who  is  sought 
to  be  charged  by  the  covenant  is,  by  the  terms  of  the  in- 
strument according  to  the  agreement  of  the  parties,  to  do 
something  or  not  to  do  something ;  otherwise,  only  see  the 
consequence.  The  trustees  are  parties  to  the  settlement ; 
and  the  language  is,  "  it  is  hereby  further  agreed*  and 
declared,"  or,  if  you  please  to  add  the  words  "  by  and 
between  all  parties,'*  which  occur  in  one  of  those  cases, 
although  they  do  not  occur  here,  and  I  do  not  think  that 
makes  the  least  difference.  Now  can  it  be  said,  that  is  a 
covenant  by  the  trustees  ?  Is  it  meant  to  be  contended 
that  the  trustees  are  bound  to  perform  the  covenant  and 
the  agreement  of  any  party  to  the  settlement,  where  the 
agreement  is  that  a  particular  party  shall  do  a  particular 
thing?     It  appears  to  me  that  in  effect  the  words,  "  It  is 
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hereby  further  agreed  and  declared/'  operate  thus:  they 
operate  to  show  that  what  is  comprised  in  the  clause  of 
which  these  words  are  the  commencement,  is  what  all 
parties  intend  and  agree  shall  be  done;  and  whatever 
you  find  in  the  clause  is  agreed  to  be  done  by  any  given 
party,  it  is  an  agreement  that  that  party  is  to  do  it ;  but 
the  party  who  is  to  do  the  thing,  is  the  person  who  is 
alone  bound  to  perform  that  agreement. 


What  then  is  agreed  to  be  done,  and  by  whom  ?  Be- 
cause that  really  is  the  question  here  to  be  decided. 
Clearly  the  person  who  alone  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  clause  is  to  do  anything,  is  the  husband.  The  agree- 
ment is,  I  will  assume,  an  agreement  by  all  parties  that 
the  husband  shall  make,  do  and  execute,  or  cause  or  pro- 
cure to  be  made,  done  and  executed,  or  join  or  concur 
with  his  wife,  her  heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  in 
making,  doing  and  executing  all  deeds  and  assurances 
necessary  to  settle  the  property.  Nobody  could  contend 
that  that  was  a  covenant  by  the  trustees,  that  the  husband 
should  do  it,  although  the  trustees  are  parties  to  the  in- 
strument. Is  it  then  a  covenant  by  the  wife?  Now  just 
try  that  question,  whether  it  was  the  covenant  or  agree- 
ment under  seal  of  the  wife,  that  the  husband  should  do 
it,  so  that  she  is  bound  to  do  anything  under  that  cove- 
nant ?  This  is  the  separate  property  of  the  wife.  The 
wife  alone,  without  the  intervention  of  the  husband,  can 
do  anything  in  order  to  vest  that  property  in  the  trustees ; 
the  husband  can  do  nothing.  Was  it  the  intention  of  the 
parties  that  the  wife  should  covenant  that  the  husband 
should  do  something  ?  It  would  be  contrary  to  the  clear 
reason  of  the  case  that  the  wife  should  have  covenanted 
that  the  husband  should  do  a  certain  act,  which  she  has 
really  no  power  to  compel  him  to  do. 


CASES    IN    CHANCERY. 

But  to  go  a  little  further.  Take  it  as  the  covenant  of 
the  husband,  to  which  all  parties  agree.  The  covenant 
of  the  husband  is  to  do  what  ?  To  settle  his  wife's  se- 
parate property.  The  husband  has  no  more  power  to 
settle  the  wife's  separate  property  than  I  have,  or  anybody 
else  has.  So  that  if  you  were  to  construe  this  instrument 
as  showing  an  intention  or  agreement  between  the  parties 
that  the  wife's  separate  property  should  be  comprised  in 
the  terms  of  it,  see  what  an  absurd  consequence  would 
arise.  You  would  make  the  wife  bind  herself  by  cove- 
nant or  by  agreement,  that  the  husband  shall  do  an 
act  which  she  has  no  power  to  make  him  do ;  the  act  to 
be  done  by  the  husband,  being  moreover  an  act  which  he 
has  no  power  to  do,  and  which  the  wife  alone  can  do. 


309 


1854. 


Ramsdbn 

V, 

Smith. 


Now  I  cannot  alter  the  terms  of  the  settlement  so  as  to 
construe  it  thus, — that  it  is  an  agreement  between  the 
parties  that  the  property  should  be  settled.  I  have  no 
right  to  do  that.  I  have  no  right  to  alter  the  instrument ; 
I  must  take  it  as  it  stands. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  effect  of  the  instrument  is 
this  ;— that  the  words  with  which  the  clause  begins — "  it 
is  hereby  further  agreed  and  declared"— (and  it  would  be 
the  same  thing  if  the  words  were  added  "  by  and  between 
all  parties  hereto")  indicate  what  all  the  parties  had  agreed 
and  intended  should  be  done.  Then  the  husband  goes 
on  and  covenants,  not  that  the  property  shall  be  settled 
by  all  proper  parties  (in  that  case  indeed  the  wife,  being 
a  proper  party  to  settle  her  separate  estate,  would  be 
bound  to  settle  it) ;  but  the  covenant  is,  that  is,  what  the 
parties  have  agreed  is,  that  the  husband  shall  do  all  acts 
necessary  for  the  purpose. 


Then  it  is  said,  but  here  it  is  not  only  a  covenant  or 
agreement  that  the  husband  shall  do  and  execute  all  proper 
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acts,  but  that  he  will  cause  or  procure  all  proper  acts  to  be 
done  and  executed,  and  moreover,  more  expressly  with 
regard  to  the  wife,  that  he  will  join  or  concur  with  her,  her 
heirs,  executors  or  administrators,  in  the  making,  doing 
and  executing  of  all  such  acts,  deeds,  conveyances,  as- 
signments and  assurances  in  the  law  whatsoever  as  shall 
be  necessary.  What  is  the  effect  of  that  ?  That  he  will 
cause  or  procure,  or  he  will  join  and  concur  with  his 
wife  in  doing,  those  acts.  As  to  causing  or  procuring 
acts  to  be  done,  they  must  be  acts  which  the  husband 
has  the  right  or  power  to  cause  or  compel  to  be  done. 
They  cannot  apply  to  acts  which  the  husband  has  no 
power  to  compel  to  be  done;  and  with  regard  to  the 
clause  "  or  join  or  concur  with  the  wife,  her  heirs,  exe- 
cutors or  administrators,  in  the  making  and  doing,"  al- 
though it  is  perfectly  true  the  husband  joining  or  con- 
curring with  the  wife  in  settling  the  personal  property 
settled  to  her  separate  use  would  be  unnecessary  and 
useless,  yet  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  this  clause  is  a 
clause  which  relates  to  real  property  coming  to  the  wife, 
as  well  as  to  personal  property.  With  regard  to  personal 
property  not  settled  to  her  separate  use,  and  with  regard 
to  real  property  the  corpus  of  which  is  incapable  of  being 
settled  to  the  wife's  separate  use,  it  would  be  necessary 
for  the  husband  to  join  and  concur  with  his  wife  in  doing 
the  acts  if  she  chose  to  do  them. 


But  the  question  is,  is  the  wife  compellable  under  the 
terms  of  these  instruments  ?  What  is  there  to  make  the 
wife  compellable  to  do  these  acts  ?  It  appears  to  me  that, 
looking  at  the  instrument  itself,  independently  of  any  au- 
thorities, the  intention  of  the  parties  was  this,  that  inas- 
much as  any  property  coming  to  the  wife  being  personalty, 
and  any  property  coming  to  the  wife  being  real  property, 
would  as  to  the  former  absolutely,  and  as  to  the  latter  in 
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a  modified  form,  become  the  property  of  the  husband  (I 
mean,  as  to  realty,  become  vested  in  the  husband  during 
the  coverture),  the  intention  was  that  that  property  which 
the  husband  would  have  any  power  over  or  with  respect  to 
which  any  act  of  his  might  be  necessary  to  vest  that  pro- 
perty, should  by  him  and  by  acts  done  either  by  himself 
or  by  those  whom  he  had  a  right  to  compel  to  do  the 
acts,  be  settled ;  but  that  it  was  not  intended  to  settle  any 
separate  property.  When  I  look  at  the  autborities,  con- 
curring as  I  do  in  every  one  of  them,  not  one  of  those 
authorities  contravenes  the  view  I  have  taken ;  on  the 
contrary,  it  appears  to  me  the  principle  established  by 
those  cases  is  the  true  principle,  which,  independently  of 
them,  I  should  have  arrived  at,  and  which  is  the  very 
principle  on  which  it  is  my  intention  to  act  in  deciding 
this  case. 


1854. 


Ramsden 
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Smith. 


The  effect  of  my  decision  will  be  that  the  wife  will  be 
entitled  to  the  decree  which  she  asks. 
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Trustees. 

Specialty 

Debt. 


A  deed,  ap- 
pointing new 
trustees,  re- 
cited, that  they 
had  agreed  to 
become  trus- 
tees, and  then 
assigned  the 
trust  premises 
to  them  to 
hold  on  the 
trusts  of  the 
original  deed. 
There  was  no 
express  agree- 
ment or  decla- 
ration that  they 
would  execute 
the  trusts : 
Held,  that  a 
debt  created  by 
a  breach  of 
trusty  was  not  a 
specialty  debt. 


WYNCH  V.  GRANT. 
1  HIS  cause  came  on  on  further  directions. 

The  bill  was  by  the  children  of  Paul  Marriott  Wynch 
and  Martha  Wynch  against  the  executors  of  Sir  John 
Peter  Grants  formerly  a  trustee,  and  against  William 
Patrick  Grants  a  surviving  trustee  of  the  settlement 
made  on  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wynch^  and  its 
object  was  to  recover  against  the  Defendants  for  a  breach 
of  trusty  in  respect  of  50,000  sicca  rupees,  the  subject  of 
the  settlement.  By  the  decree  on  the  hearing  it  was 
declared  that  the  transaction  referred  to  was  a  breach  of 
trust.  No  part  of  the  money  was  ever  used  by  Sir  John 
Peter  Grant ;  but  the  whole  of  it  by  the  other  trustee, 
who,  however,  under  certain  transactions  in  India  and 
Scotland,  which  it  is  immaterial  to  dctaif,  became  ex- 
onerated and  discharged ;  and  the  master  found  that  in 
respect  of  the  breach  of  trust,  Sir  John  Peter  Grant's 
estate  was  liable  to  the  extent  of  7,101/.  I85.  8^.  The 
estate  was  insufficient  to  pay  this  and  other  debts,  if  this 
was  to  be  treated  as  a  specialty  debt;  and  hence  it  became 
material  to  determine  whether  it  was  a  specialty  or  a 
simple  contract  debt,  and  this  question  turned  on  the 
language  of  the  deed  appointing  Sir  John  Peter  Grant 
and  William  Patrick  Grant  trustees  of  the  fund. 

They  were  appointed  by  a  deed  dated  in  July,  1844, 
which  recited  the  original  settlement  and  the  power 
contained  in  it  of  appointing  new  trustees,  and  then  it 
contained  the  following  recital  and  appointment : — 

"  And  whereas  the  said  Sophia  Martha  Wynch,  the 
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survivor  of  the  said  Paul  Marriott  Wynch  and  Sophia 
Martha  Wynch,  hath  requested  the  said  Sir  John  Peter 
Grant  and  William  Patrick  Grant  to  become  trustees 
for  the  purposes  in  the  said  indenture  mentioned  in  the 
place  and  stead  of  them  the  said  Sir  William  Casement 
and  Nathaniel  Alexander,  to  which  the  said  Sir  John 
Peter  Grant  and  William  Patrick  Grant  have  consented 
and  agreed:  Now  this  indenture  witnesseth^  that  by 
virtue  and  in  pursuance  of  the  power  or  authority  given 
or  reserved  to  her  the  said  Sophia  Martha  Wynch  for 
that  purpose  by  the  hereinbefore  in  part  recited  inden- 
ture, and  in  pursuance  of  all  and  every  other  power  or 
powers,  authority  or  authorities,  given  or  reserved  to  her 
the  said  Sophia  Martha  Wynch  for  that  purpose  by  the 
hereinbefore  in  part  or  otherwise  in  anywise  enabling  her 
in  this  behalf,  and  in  exercise  and  part  performance 
thereof,  she  the  said  Sophia  Martha  Wynch  hath  nomi- 
nated and  appointed,  and  doth  by  these  presents  nomi- 
nate and  appoint,  the  said  Sir  John  Peter  Grant  and 
William  Patrick  Grant  to  be  trustees  in  the  place  and 
stead  of  them  the  said  Sir  William  Casement  and  Natha- 
niel Alexander,  to  act  in  the  management  and  execution 
of  the  several  trusts  in  and  by  the  said  in  part  recited 
indenture  expressed  and  declared,  or  such  of  them  as  are 
now  subsisting,  undetermined  end  capable  of  taking  effect. 
And  this  indenture  further  witnesseth,  that  for  the  pur- 
pose of  vesting  the  monies,  funds  and  securities  for 
money  belonging  to  the  trusts  of  the  said  in  part  recited 
indenture  of  settlement  in  the  said  Sir  John  Peter  Grant 
and  William  Patrick  Chant,  and  for  and  in  consideration 
of  the  sum  of  company's  rupees  ten,  of  lawful  money  of 
Bengal,  to  the  said  Sir  William  Casement  and  Nathaniel 
Alexander  in  hand,  and  truly  paid  by  the  said  Sir  John 
Peter  Grant  and  William  Patrick  Chant  at  or  before 
the  sealing  and  delivery  of  these  presents,  the  receipt 
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1854.  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  they  the  said  Sir  WU" 

liam  Casement  and  Nathaniel  Alexander  have,  and  each 
of  them  hath,  bargained,  sold,  assigned,  surrendered  and 
Grant.  transferred  by  these  presents,  do  and  each  of  them  doth 
bargain,  sell,  assign,  surrendefand  transfer  unto  the  said 
Sir  John  Peter  Chrant  and  William  Patrick  Grants 
their  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  all  and  sin- 
gular the  trust  estate,  monies  and  property  of  the  funds 
and  securities  in  or  upon  which  the  same  are  now  placed 
and  vested,  which  under  or  by  virtue  of  the  said  herein- 
before in  part  recited  indenture  of  settlement  are  or  is  in 
the  custody,  possession  or  power  of  them  the  said  Sir 
William  Casement  and  Nathaniel  Alexander ,  or  either 
of  them,  to  have,  hold,  receive  and  take  all  and  singular 
the  said  trust  estate,  monies  and  property,  funds  and  se- 
curities, and  every  part  thereof,  and  other  the  premises 
hereinbefore  assigned  or  mentioned  or  intended  so  to  be, 
unto  the  said  Sir  John  Peter  Chrant  and  William  Patrick 
Grants  their  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  but 
nevertheless  upon  the  same  trusts  and  to  and  for  the 
same  ends,  intents  and  purposes,  and  subject  to  such  and 
the  same  powers,  provisoes,  declarations  and  agreements, 
as  are  contained,  mentioned  or  declared  of  or  concerning 
the  same,  or  other  the  estate,  monies  and  property,  funds 
and  securities  in  or  by  the  -said  hereinbefore  in  part  re- 
cited indenture  of  settlement,  or  so  many  of  them  as  are 
now  subsisting,  undetermined  and  capable  of  taking 
effect,  to  and  for  the  intent  and  purpose  that  the  said 
Sir  John  Peter  Grant  and  William  Patrick  Grant  may 
be  enabled  to  act  in  the  management  and  execution  of 
the  trusts  of  the  said  hereinbefore  in  part  recited  in- 
denture of  settlement,  or  such  of  them  as  are  now  sub- 
sisting or  capable  of  taking  effect,  as  fully  and  effectually 
in  all  respects,  and  with  the  like  indemnification  as  they 
the  said  Sir  John  Peter  Grant  and  William  Patrick 
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Grant  might  baTc  done  in  case  they  had  been  originally 
appointed  trustees  under  or  by  virtue  of  the  said  herein- 
before in  part  recited  indenture  of  settlement." 

Mr.  Gkuse  and  Mr.  A^ Smith,  for  the  Plaintiff. 

It  is  clear  that  if  in  a  trust  deed  there  are  the  words 
**\t  is  declared  and  agreed/'  or  words  equivalent,  the 
debt  arising  on  a  breach  of  trust  is  a  specialty,  and  it  is 
not  necessary  to  have  a  covenant  in  terms.  Now  here 
there  is  an  agreement  to  hold  on  the  trusts  of  the  settle- 
ment,— that  is  equivalent  to  an  agreement  to  execute  the 
trusts.  The  insertion  of  an  actual  declaration  is  matter 
of  convenience ;  it  is  not  of  necessity,  to  create  the  con- 
tract. Ady  V.  Arnold  (a),  it  is  true,  does  proceed  on 
such  a  distinction ;  but  that  case  proceeds  on  a  misap* 
prehension  of  the  case  of  Bartlett  v.  Hodgson  (b).  All 
that  the  latter  case  decides  is  that  the  habendum  does 
not  constitute  a  specialty  debt  as  against  the  heir  ;  not 
that  it  does  not  create  a  specialty  debt  against  the  exe- 
cutor. Ady  V.  Arnold  is  founded  on  the  supposition 
that  Bartlett  v.  Hodgson  decided  that  the  habendum 
creates  no  specialty  whatever.  But  in  this  case  there  is 
more.  The  recital  of  the  agreement  to  become  trustees 
amounts  to  a  covenant  to  become  trustees,  and  therefore 
to  a  covenant  to  perform  the  trusts :  Barfoot  v.  JVes* 
weU{c),  Saltoun  v.  Houstoun  (d).  They  cited  also  on 
the  case  generally,  Oiffard  v.  Manlejf(e)\  Montford 
V.  Lord  Cadogan  (/) ;  Wood  v.  Hardisty  (g) ;  Turner  v. 
Wardle{h). 


(a)  16  Jur.  1023. 
(6)  1  Term  Rep.  42. 

(c)  3  Keb.  465. 

(d)  1  Bing.  433. 


(e)    Cas.     temp.     Talbot, 
109. 
(/)  19  Ves.,  seep.  638. 
(g)  %  Col.  542. 
{h)  7  Sim.  80. 
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Mr.  H.  Clarke,  for  Mrs.  Wt/nch,  the  tenant  for  life 
under  the  settlement,  in  the  same  interest. 

Mr.   Giffard  and  Mr.  Cairns,  for  the  Defendants, 
were  not  called  on. 


The  Vice-Chancellor  : 

I  think  that  the  case  of  Ady  v.  Arnold  governs  this 
case.  [His  Honor  referred  to  the  deed  appointing  Sir 
John  Peter  Grant  and  Mr.  Grant  trustees,  and  ob- 
served upon  the  recital  of  the  agreement,  that,  assuming 
it  to  amount  to  a  covenant,  all  it  imported  was  an  obliga- 
tion to  accept  the  trusts ;  and  that  the  rest  of  the  deed 
was  merely  an  assignment  of  the  trust  property  in  such 
manner  as  to  vest  the  property  in  the  trustees  on  the 
trusts  of  the  original  settlement.  His  Honor  then  pro- 
ceeded : — ]  There  is  no  language  importing  that  they 
undertook  or  agreed  to  execute  the  trusts  of  the  settle- 
ment. No  doubt  the  absence  of  these  words  would  not 
relieve  them  from  the  duty  of  executing  the  trusts.  But 
what  Lord  St.  Leonards*  says  in  Ady  v.  Arnold  clearly 
applies  to  this  case.  He  says — '*  The  Cotirts  do  not  very 
readily  imply  a  covenant  from  words  that  do  not  import 
covenant.''  His  lordship  is  there  applying  himself  to  a 
case  where  the  trustees  had  executed  the  deed,  and  all 
requisite  formalities  had  been  completed,  and  the  question 
was  on  the  construction  of  the  instrument.  Now  that  case 
is  like  the  present  in  this  respect.  In  that  case  there  was 
a  deed  appointing  certain  persons  new  trustees ;  as  such 
they  executed  the  deed :  they  accepted  the  trusts,  and  then 
the  rest  of  the  deed  was  just  as  here,  not  exactly  in  the  same 
words,  but  the  same  in  substance.  Lord  St.  Leonards 
says  there  are  no  terms  on  which  a  covenant  could  be 
raised.    This  is  precisely  the  same  case ;  there  is  nothing 
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by  which  the  trustees  covenant  to  do  any  acts  or  to  exe- 
cute the  trusts.  True,  it  is  implied  by  their  acceptance 
of  the  trusts  that  they  will  execute  them;  but  that  is 
because  a  Court  of  Equity  imposes  that  duty  on  trustees, 
not  because  there  is  any  express  agreement.  And  this 
Court  does  not  take  a  view  different  from  the  law  as 
to  what  constitutes  a  specialty  debt.  There  is  no  such 
thing  as  an  equitable  covenant,  if  there  is  not  a  legal 
covenant.  The  word  covenant  is  not  necessary;  an 
agreement  under  seal  is  sufficient  no  doubt;  but  there 
must  be  a  legal  agreement  to  do  some  special  acts.  Here 
there  is  nothing  of  the  kind.  The  covenant  created 
by  the  recital  (if  it  is  a  covenant)  is  a  covenant  to  accept 
the  trusts.  Having  accepted,  the  breach  consists  in  not 
performing  the  duty ;  bat  there  is  no  covenant  or  agree- 
ment to  perform  the  duty.  I  am  of  opinion  that  I  could 
not  decide  this  case  differently  from  Ady  v.  Arnold, 
without  overruling  that  case.  But,  independently  of 
being  bound  by  that  decision,  I  see  no  ground  to  doubt 
its  justness. 


1854. 
^^/-^ 
Wynch 

V, 

Grant. 


The  Plaintifi^s  claim  was  therefore  held  to  be  merely 
on  simple  contract. 


818 


CASES    IN    CHANCERY. 


1854: 

27th»  28th  and 

29th  May. 

Trustee. 
Executors, 


A  trustee  to 
uses,  with 
power  of  sale, 
which  uses,  in 
the  event,  be- 
came executed 
in  A,  for  an 
absolute  estate 


WAUGH  V.  WYCHE. 

1  HIS  case  came  on  upon  objections  to  the  proposed 
certificate  of  the  chief  clerk. 


the  sale  was 
conducted  and 
the  money  re- 
ceived by  the 
solicitor  of  the 
trustee,  al- 
though the  evi- 


By  the  setllemeat  made  on  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sladcy  in  1802,  the  husband  conveyed  to  Sezehiah 
Wyche  and  Edmund  Blade  certain  estates  and  heredita- 

in  fee,  was  held         ^^  j    ^j^^  county  of  WiUs,  to  the  use  of  the  husband 
not  liable  to  ^.  ' 

for  the  pur-  Cor  life,  remainder  to  the  use  of  the  wife  for  bfe,  re- 
chase  money  of  noainder  to  the  use  of  all  and  every,  or  such  one  or  more 
esutes  where  ^  ^  ^^^^  ^"^  children  of  the  m9rriage  as  the  hudbAnd 
and  vife  during  their  joint  lives  should  appoint ;  and  in 
default  of  such  appointment  as  the  sai^  husband  should 
by  his  last  will  and  testament  direct  or  ai^>oint,  and  in 
default  thereof,  to  the  use  of  all  the  children  in  tail ;  and 
in  default  of  issue,  to  the  husband  and  his  heirs.  The 
dence  was  con-  d^ed  contained  a  power  of  sale  for  laying  out  the  money 
he^actedTin^the^  arising  therefrom  in  the  purchase  of  other  lands  and 
matter  by  the  hereditaments  in  England,  to  be  settled  to  the  same 
direction  of  the  yg^g  j^^j  ju  ^jj^  meantime  to  invest  the  purchase  monies 
trustee  or  by       .      ,      .     _  _  ,,..,, 

the  direction  of  ^^  ^he  funds  or  on  mortgage,  and  to  pay  the  dividends  to 

A. ;  the  convey-  the  persons  entitled, 
ance  being  ex- 
ecuted by  A, 
alone. 

A  trustee  of 
the  legal  estate 
in  a  mortgage 
in  trust  for  A. 

absolutely,  executed  a  reconveyance,  and  signed  a  receipt  for  the 
mortgage  money,  and  handed  it  to  one  of  A.*s  executors,  who  was 
also  his  own  solicitor,  and  who  afterwards  misapplied  the  money : 
Held,  that  the  money  having  got  into  the  hands  of  the  executor,  the 
trustee  was  not  liable. 


The  marriage  took  effect  shortly  after  the  date  of  the 
settlement,  and  there  were  three  children  only  of  the 
marriage,  viz.,  William  Abbott  Slade,  one  of  the  Defend- 
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ants,  Elizabeth  Anne  Slade  and  Frances  Maria  Slade. 
The  latter  died  on  the  24th  day  of  November,  1840, 
having  attained  her  age  of  twenty-one  years,  intestate. 
Thewife  died  in  1814. 
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In  1823|  George  Smith  was  appointed  trustee  in  the 
room  of  Edmund  Slade,  and  the  trust  property  was  con- 
veyed to  Hezehiah  Wyche  and  George  Smith  accord- 
ingly, on  the  trusts  of  the  settlement. 

Hezehiah  Wyche  and  George  Smith  sold,  in  October, 
1831,  certain  parts  of  the  premises  comprised  in  the  set- 
tlement to  Mr.  Thomas  Cusse  for  3,000Z. ;  no  part  of 
the  sum  was  then  paid,  but  the  whole  was  allowed  to 
remain  on  mortgage  of  the  same  premises,  and  recon- 
veyed  accordingly  by  the  said  Thomas  Cusse  to  Hezehiah 
Wyche  and  George  Smith  for  securing  the  purchase 
monies. 


George  Smith  died  in  the  month  of  February,  1837. 

William  Slade,  the  husband,  made  his  will  on  the 
g5th  day  of  November,  1845,  and  by  it  appointed  all  the 
messuages,  hereditaments  and  premises  comprised  in  the 
same  settlement,  and  the  stocks,  funds  and  securities  into 
which  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  had  been  invested 
or  exchanged,  to  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  said  Eliza- 
beth Anne  Slade,  her  heirs  and  assigns,  and  he  ap- 
pointed her  executrix  of  his  will. 

He  died  on  the  3rd  day  of  December,  1845,  and  at  his 
death  the  trust  property  consisted,  among  other  things, 
of  the  debt  of  3,000/.  due  from  the  said  Thomas  Cusse 
and  some  pasture  field  at  Black  Hedge,  near  Warminster, 
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afterwards  sold  to  the  WiltSf  Somerset  and  Weymouth 
Railway  Company ^  as  hereinafter  stated. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Slade  and  of  Smith, 
but  during  the  life  of  Elizabeth  Anne  Slade,  part  of  the 
settled  real  estate  was  sold  to  the  Wilts,  Somerset  and 
Weymouth  Railway  Company  for  sums  amounting  on  the 
whole  to  2,635/.  The  conveyances  to  the  Company 
were  made  by  Elizabeth  Anne  Slade  alone.  The  sales 
were  conducted  by  Thomas  Eyre  Wyche,  the  son  of 
Hezehiah  Wyche,  and  who  acted  generally  in  the  matter 
of  the  trusts  as  solicitor  of  his  father.  But  in  the  trans- 
action of  these  sales  the  balance  of  evidence  was  in  favour 
of  the  assumption  that  he  acted  throughout  them  as  the 
solicitor  of  Miss  Slade,  except  that  there  was  some  evi- 
dence given  by  two  witnesses,  the  latter  being  one  of 
the  Plaintiffs,  that  in  1850  they  had  conversations  with 
Hezehiah  Wyche,  and  he  stated  to  them  that  the  sales 
had  been  conducted  by  Thomas  Eyre  Wyche,  and  that 
he  had  received  the  money  with  the  knowledge  and  au- 
thority of  him,  Hezehiah  Wyche.  Thomas  Eyre  Wyche 
had  employed  in  the  sales  as  his  solicitor  and  agent  the 
witness  Seagram,  and  he  received  the  purchase  money 
and  paid  it  to  Thomas  Eyre  Wyche.  Thomas  Eyre 
Wyche  misapplied  it ;  and  now  one  question  was,  whe- 
ther Hezehiah  Wyche,  the  surviving  trustee  of  the  settle- 
ment, was  liable  for  this  money  f 


With  regard  to  the  3,000/.  mortgage  money  due  from 
Cusse,  he  paid  off  1,500/.  during  the  life  of  Miss  Slade. 
She  died  in  April,  1847,  having  by  her  will  appointed 
the  Plaintiffs  and  Thomas  Eyre  Wyche  executors,  and 
they  proved  the  will.  In  184d,  they  called  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  remaining  1,500/.,  and  it  was  obtained  in  this 
way :  a  deed  of  reconveyance  was  prepared  and  executed 


CASES    IN    CHANCERY. 


S21 


by  Hezekiah  Wyche  to  CtLSSCf  and  on  it  was  endorsed  a 
receipt  by  Hezekiah  Wyche  for  the  purchase  money. 
This  deed  was  by  him  handed  to  Thomas  Eyre  Wyche^ 
who  placed  it  in  the  hands  of  Seagram,  who  then  was 
the  solicitor  of  the  executors.  Seagram  received  the 
money,  and  thereout  retained  900/.  in  payment  of  a  debt 
due  from  Thomas  Eyre  Wyche  to  him :  as  to  the  balance, 
he  paid  it  to  Thomas  Eyre  Wyche,  who  misapplied  it. 
On  this  state  of  things  the  question  was,  whether  as 
to  this  sum  of  1,500/.  Hezekiah  Wyche,  as  surviving 
trustee,  was  liable  ? 


1854. 


Mr.  Olasse  and  Mr.  C  C  Berkeley,  for  the  Plaintiff, 
argued  that  Hezekiah  Wyche  was  liable  for  both  sums. 

As  to  the  2,635/.,  they  relied  on  the  evidence  of  Wangh 
and  Seagram  to  show  that  Hezekiah  Wyche  had  in  fact 
conducted  the  sale,  that  his  son  was  his  solicitor,  and  as 
such  received  the  money.  Hezekiah  Wyche  was  the 
surviving  trustee,  and  it  was  his  duty  to  see  that  the  pur- 
chase money  got  into  the  hands  of  Miss  Slade. 

As  to  the  1,600/.  clearly  he  was  liable.  He  signed  a 
receipt  for  the  purchase  money;  it  could  not  be  paid 
without  that ;  and  by  so  doing  he  constituted  himself  the 
recipient  of  the  money  :  if  in  fact  he  did  not  actually  re- 
ceive it,  he  enabled  Thomas  Eyre  Wyche  to  receive  it. 
It  might  be  true  that  Thomas  Eyre  Wyche,  as  one  of 
the  executors  of  Miss  Slade,  might  lawfully  receive  the 
money ;  but  the  duty  of  Hezekiah  Wyche  was  first  to 
receive  it  himself.  If  he  had  done  that,  the  same  con- 
sequences might  not  have  followed ;  and  for  those  con- 
sequences which  had  followed  his  irregularity  he  was 
answerable.    They  cited  Ghost  v.  Waller  {a). 

(a)  9  Beav.  497. 
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Mr.  Baily  and  Mr.  H.  Clarke,  for  Hezekiah  Wyche. 

As  to  the  2y635/.  they  argued,  that  the  result  of  the 
evidence  showed  that  Hezekiah  Wyche  had  nothing  to 
do  at  all  with  the  sales.  It  happened  that  his  son  was 
his  solicitor ;  but  in  that  transaction  he  acted  as  the  so- 
licitor of  Miss  Slade.  She  was  absolute  owner,  and 
could  do  as  she  liked.  Hezekiah  Wyche  had  no  right 
to  interfere  at  all ;  he  could  not  give'  a  receipt  for  the 
money ;  he  was  not  the  person  entitled  to  it  legally,  nor 
was  he  the  person  to  convey,  and  so  the  parties  treated 
it,  because  the  conveyance  was  by  Miss  Blade  only.  It 
was  not  pretended  that  Hezekiah  Wyche  actually  ever 
received  the  money ;  and  if  he  had  authorized  Thomas 
'Eyre  Wyche  to  receive  it,  which  he  did  not  in  fact, 
the  attempt  to  exercise  an  authority  which  he  did  not 
possess,  could  not  have  made  him  liable. 


As  to  the  1,500Z.,  Thomas  Eyre  Wyche  was  the  proper 
and  legal  person  to  receive  the  money.  The  executors 
called  in  the  money,  it  was  payable  to  them  or  any  of 
them.  Seagram,  who  did  receive  it,  was  the  solicitor 
and  agent  of  the  executors.  The  effect  of  Hezekiah 
Wyche  s  receipt  and  reconveyance  was  merely  to  enable, 
and  it  did  enable,  the  executor  to  receive  what  he  was 
entitled  to  have  paid  to  him. 

Mr.  Olasse  replied. 


29ih  May.  The  Vice-Chancellor  : 

As  to  the  2,6352.  the  matter  stands  thus : — It  was  the 
produce  of  a  sale  to  a  railway  company  by  the  trustees 
of  the  settlement.  [The  Vice-Chancellor  stated  the  limi- 
tations of  the  settlement.]  After  the  death  of  8lade  and 
his  wife,  Miss  Slade  became  absolutely  entitled  as  owner 
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in  fee  of  the  estates.  The  settlement  contained  the  usual 
powers  of  sale  and  exchangei  and  those  powers  were 
given  as  usual  to  the  releasees  to  uses.  But  the  moment 
one  of  the  objects  of  the  settlement  became  entitled  to  the 
fee  simple,  there  was  an  end  of  the  powers  of  sale  and 
ezcfaar^ ;  the  owner  in  fee  might  do  what  she  pleased, 
and  accordingly  the  railway  company  appears  never  to 
have  thought  it  necessary  to  have  the  intervention  of 
Hezekiah  Wyche;  they  dealt  with  Miss  Slade  alone 
through  her  agent,  who  was  also  the  son  and  solicitor  of 
Hezekiah  Wyche.  It  is  clear  that  the  whole  was  mar 
naged  by  Miss  Slade  through  her  agent.  She  alone  was 
called  upon  to  execute,  and  she  alone  did  execute  the 
conveyance.  She  and  the  railway  company  being  both 
satisfied,  the  power  oi  sale  being  at  an  end,  and  Miss 
Slade  in  possession,  there  b  no  ground  for  saying  that 
Hezekiah  Wyche  had  either  a  duty  or  a  right  to  receive 
the  purchase  money.  Why  then  should  h^  be  held 
liable  ?  I  should  be  quite  clear  on  this  if  it  were  not  for 
some  little  doubt  thrown  on  the  transaction  by  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Waxigh  and  Mr.  Seagram^  who  deposed 
to  a  conversation  in  1850  with  Hezekiah  Wyche.  Now 
there  is  this  observation  to  be  made  on  Seagram's  affi- 
davit, that  he  speaks  of  matters  as  matters  of  fact  for 
which  he  has  no  ground  except  that  Wyche  told  him. 
Mr.  Waugh  was  not  examined  viv&  voce ;  and  Mr.  Sea- 
gram's  viva  voce  evidence  was  only  taken  before  the 
chief  clerk.  Now  if  I  am  to  give  weight  to  the  evi- 
dence of  this  conversation,  it  must  be  after  examination 
of  the  witnesses  before  me,  to  ascertain  whether  Hezekiah 
Wyche  represented  the  money  to  have  been  received  by 
his  son  as  his  solicitor.  But  even  if  Hezekiah  Wyche 
did  so  consider  it,  it  would  not  necessarily  follow  that 
Hezekiah  Wyche  is  liable.     However,  If  I  am  to  give 


1854. 


Wauoh 
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Wauoh 

V. 

Wychb. 


any  weight  to  the  evidence  of  the  conversation,  1  must 
examine  these  witnesses ;  all  the  rest  of  the  evidence 
favoring  the  inference  that  HezeJdah  Wyche  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  transaction.  [The  Vice-Chan- 
cellor  expressed  great  doubt  whether,  even  admitting  the 
conversation  stated  to  have  taken  place,  Hezekiah  Wyche 
was  liable.  He  offered  to  the  Plaintiffs  to  have  the  wit- 
nesses Waugh  and  Seagram  examined,  if  they  desired  it 
Their  counsel  declined,  and  the  Vice-Chancellor  then 
decided,  that  as  to  this  sum  Hezekiah  Wyche  was  not 
liable.     His  Honor  then  continued.] 


The  real  difficulty  is  as  to  the  sum  of  1,500/.  That 
was  due  from  Cusse  by  way  of  mortgage.  The  mort- 
gage money  and  the  legal  estate  were  vested  in  Hezekiah 
Wyche  as  trustee:  he  executed  a  reconveyance. on  the 
payment  of  the  money,  and  he  signed  a  receipt  for  the 
money.  If  there  were  nothing  more  in  the  case,  that 
would  be  conclusive,  and  Hezekiah  Wyche  would  clearly 
have  to  account  for  that  money.  But  that  is  not  all. 
[His  Honor  stated  the  circumstances  of  the  mortgage  by 
Cusse  (a).]  When  C^sse  paid  off  the  second  1,500/.,  he 
did  so  on  the  receipt  of  Hezekiah  Wyche;  and  of  course  he 
would  not  have  paid  it  without  such  receipt,  nor  without 
a  reconveyance  from  Hezekiah  Wyche.  But  at  the  time 
when  this  took  place,  not  only  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blade  were 
dead,  but  Miss  Slade  was  also  dead,  and  her  executors, 
who  were  entitled  to  receive  the  mortgage  money,  had 
thought  it  proper  to  call  it  in.  Of  course  that  could  be 
done  only  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  trustee.  The 
Plaintiffs  Waugh  and  Thomas  Eyre  Wyche  were  the  ex- 
ecutors ;  Thomas  Eyre  Wyche  was  also  acting  as  solicitor 
of  his  father  the  trustee ;  he  filled  two  characters,  that  of 


(a)  Referred  to  in  pp.  319,  320. 


CASES    IN    CHANCERY. 


325 


executor  of  Miss  Slade,  and  solicitor  of  his  father,  her 
trustee. 

Now,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  money  was  received 
by  his  agent  Seagram ;  but  Seagram  was  also  the  soli- 
citor of  the  executors.  Seagram  conducted  the  whole  of 
the  transaction.  When  he  received  the  money,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  what  he  ought  to  have  done :  he  should 
have  paid  it  either  to  Thomas  Eyre  Wyche,  or  to  him 
and  the  other  executors,  or  to  either  of  them.  In  fact, 
he  handed  over  only  about  600Z. ;  with  the  rest  he  dealt 
thus:  Seagram  had  previously  advanced  money  to  the 
amount  of  900/.  to  Thomas  Eyre  Wyche;  whether  it  was 
advanced  to  Thomas  Eyre  Wyche  for  his  own  individual 
purposes,  or  whether  to  enable  him  to  carry  into  effect 
Miss  Slade^s  will,  does  not  appear ;  and  I  must  assume, 
therefore,  it  was  lent  to  him ;  that  it  was  his  personal  debt. 
Then,  on  the  receipt  of  the  money  by  Seagram^  what  he 
does  is  to  keep  back  the  900/.  in  satisfaction  of  Thomas 
Eyre  Wychis  debt  to  him,  and  to  give  him  the  re- 
mainder. 


1854. 


Waugh 

0. 

Wyche. 


Now,  the  question  is,  in  what  capacity  did  Seagram 
receive  that?  and  in  what  capacity  did  Thomas  Eyre 
Wyche  receive  the  rest?  whether  this  mortgage  money 
ought  to  have  been  paid  to  the  trustee  as  part  of  the  trust 
fund,  or  to  the  executors  of  Miss  Slade ;  in  either  case, 
Seagram  was  clearly  a  party  to  a  breach  of  trust  on  the 
part  of  Thomas  Eyre  Wyche^  in  concurring  in  the  appli- 
cation of  part  of  it  in  satisfaction  of  the  private  debt  of 
the  executor ;  for  whether  Thomas  Eyre  Wyche  acted  as 
the  executor  of  Miss  Slade,  or  as  agent  for  his  father  as 
trustee,  in  either  case  Seagram  was  a  party  to  a  breach 
of  trust,  in  the  misapplication  of  the  money.  But  sup- 
pose Hezehiah  Wyche  had  received  the  money  into  his 


CASES    IN    CHANCERY. 


1854. 


Wauoh 

V, 

Wyche. 


own  hands.  He  might  and  must  have  handed  it  over  to 
the  executors  of  Miss  Slade.  He  might  have  paid  it  to 
any  one  of  them,  and  the  receipt  of  any  one  would  have 
been  a  good  discharge.  Now,  the  money  did  come,  as 
to  about  600/*y  into  the  hands  of  one  of  the  executors ;  as 
to  9OO/.5  to  the  hands  of  a  person  who  was  the  solicitor 
of  the  executors. 


The  question  is,  am  I  to  treat  this  as  a  receipt  by  the 
executors  or  by  this  trustee  ?  Now  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  test  is  this.  Suppose  Hezekiah  Wyche  were  wholly 
insolvent,  and  a  bill  were  filed  by  the  residuary  legatees 
of  Miss  Slade  against  the  executorsi  to  account  for  her 
assets,  and|  a  decree  having  been  made  to  take  the  usual 
accounts,  suppose  the  facts  to  be  proved  as  here  stated, 
could  it  be  contended  that  Tlwmas  Eyre  Wyche  would 
not  be  responsible,  as  executory  for  the  1,500/.?  Could 
he  say,  I  had,  it  is  true,  the  1,600Z. ;  600Z.  paid  to  me  by 
my  agent,  and  the  remainder  accounted  for  by  my  agent ; 
but  I  had  it  as  agent  of  my  father,  the  trustee  ?  After 
giving  to  the  matter  full  consideration,  I  am  clear  that  he 
could  not.  But  if  there  is  evidence  sufficient  to  make 
him  liable  as  executor^  there  is  an  end  of  the  question  of 
Hezehiah  Wyche*8  liability.  He  could  not  be  liable  as 
trustee,  if  his  son  received  the  money  and  was  liable  for 
it  cu  executor.  When  once  it  got  into  the  hands  of  the 
executor,  Hezekiah  Wyche  was  discharged. 


This  case  does  not  stand  on  the  same  footing  as  Ghost 
V.  Waller.  No  doubt  a  trustee,  whose  duty  is  to  re- 
ceive trust  money  and  to  take  care  of  it,  is  responsible  if 
he  gives  a  receipt,  though  he  never  receives  it,  and 
allows  thereby  another  person  to  receive  it  who  is  not 
entitled.     But  when  the  trust  is  in  fact  at  an  end,  and  the 


CASES    IN    CHANCERY. 


827 


executors  of  the  party  beneficially  entitled  to  the  whole^ 
as  executors  of  that  person,  call  in  the  money,  and  it 
comes  to  their  hands,  the  case  is  different.  I  am  of 
opinion  that  as  to  this  sum  of  1,500/.  Hezehiah  Wyche  is 
not  liable. 


1854. 


1854: 
81  May. 


BICKFORD  V.  CHALKER. 


WUL 

Construction. 

Festmg. 

IN  this  cause  the  only  material  question  arose  on  the  A  will  con- 
construction  of  the  will  of  JEklward  Peters  Beer.    He  ^\?!^  *  Si/}  {<> 

children  and  the 
gave  certain  property  on  the  following  trusts: — '*Upon  Usue  of  de- 
trust  that  the  trustees  shall  pay  and  apply  the  clear  rents  ceased  children, 
and  profits,  dividends,  interest  and  annual  produce  thereof,  which  clearly 
unto  my  beloved  wife  Mart/  Beer  and  her  assigns  for  and  did  not  vest  it 
during  the  term  of  her  natural  life,  provided  she  shall  so  JJ^un^gg^giJ  ^i^ 
long  continue  my  widow  and  unmaVried.  But  it  is  my  will  have  attained 

and  direction,  that  she  the  said  Mary  Beer  shall  apply  twenty-one.   In 

a  subsequent 
the  same  rents,  dividends  and  income,  or  a  competent  part  there  was 

part  thereof,  in  supporting,  maintaining,  educating  and  ^  declaration  as 

placing  out  in  the  world  all  and  every  my  child  and  of  the  shares^ 

children  who  shall  be  living  at  the  time  of  my  decease,  expressed  with 

or  be  born  in  due  time  afterwards,  in  a  manner  suitable  ^uch  obscurity, 

_.  «.-  .,.*.    and  partially 

to  their  station  and  circumstances.     But  if  my  said  wife  inconsistent 

shall  marry  again  during  the  minority  of  either  of  my  ^i^h  the  Ian- 
said  children,  then  upon  trust  that  they  my  said  trustees  ^J^,  Held,  that 
or  trustee  for  the  time  being  do  and  shall,  immediately  it  must  be  re- 
after  such  second  marriage,  until  all  and  every  my  afore-  J^^ted,  and  the 
said  child  and  children  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  take  effect ; 
twenty-one  years,  or  until  the  decease  of  the  said  Mary  consequently. 
Beer  (which  shall  first  happen),  pay  and  apply  the  said  ^j^  p^^  y^g^  ^^\\ 

the  period  pre- 
scribed, and  the  representatives  of  a  child,  who  died  before  the 
youngest  attained  twenty-one,  took  nothing. 
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rents  and  profits,  dividends,  interest  and  annual  produce, 
in  manner  following  (that  is  to  say): — as  to  one-third 
part  or  share  thereof  unto  my  said  wife  Mary  Seer  or 
her  assigns  for  her  own  separate  use  and  benefit,  inde- 
pendent of  any  future  husband  and  free  from  his  control, 
debts  or  engagements,  but  nevertheless  without  any  power 
in  her  to  charge  or  anticipate  the  same ;  and  as  to  the 
remaining  two-third  parts  or  shares,  or  a  competent  por- 
tion thereof,  unto  the  said  Mary  Beer  or  any  other  per- 
son or  persons  whom  in  their  discretion  they  or  he  shall 
think  fit,  to  and  for  the  support,  maintenance  and  educa- 
tion of  my  said  child  or  children  respectively,  and  the 
placing  them  out  in  the  world  in  a  manner  suitable  to 
their  station  and  circumstances  as  aforesaid.  And  when 
and  80  soon  as  all  and  every  my  said  child  and  children 
shall  have  attained  his,  her  or  their  age  or  respective  ages 
of  twenty-one  years  as  aforesaid,  in  case  my  said  wife 
Mary  Beer  shall  be  tlien  living,  then  it  is  my  will  that 
my  said  trustees  or  trustee  for  the  time  being  do  and  shall, 
during  the  natural  life  of  my  said  wife,  whether  she  shall 
be  then  sole  or  covert,  stand  possessed  and  interested  of 
and  in  the  said  trust  estate,  monies  and  premises  respec- 
tively, and  the  stocks,  funds  and  securities  in  or  upon 
which  the  same  or  any  part  thereof  shall  for  the  time 
being  be  invested,  upon  the  trusts  following,  that  is  to 
say  : — as  to,  for  and  concerning  one  moiety  or  equal  one- 
half  part  thereof,  upon  trust  to  pay  and  apply  the  rents  and 
profits,  dividends  and  annual  produce  thereof,  unto  and 
for  the  only  use  and  benefit  of  my  said  wife  (whether  she 
shall  be  covert  or  sole)  and  her  assigns  during  her  natural 
life,  separate  and  apart  from  any  future  husband,  and  in- 
dependent of  his  control,  debts  and  engagements  (without 
power  of  anticipation);  and  as  to  and  concerning  the 
remaining  moiety  or  one-half  part  or  share  of  the  said 
trust  estates,  monies  and  premises  respectively,  and  the 
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stocks,  funds  and  securities  in  or  upon  which  the  same 
may  be  placed,  do  and  shall  stand  possessed  thereof, 
upon  trust /or  all  and  every  my  said  child  and  children 
who  shall  be  then  living,  and  also  the  lawful  issue  of  any 
child  or  children  who  shall  be  then  dead,  leaving  lawful 
issue  then  living,  equally  to  be  divided  between  the  same 
children  and  issue  respectively,  if  more  than  one,  share 
and  share  alike,  as  tenants  in  common  ;  yet  nevertheless 
so  that  the  issue  of  such  child  dying  as  aforesaid  shall 
take  per  stirpes  only  the  share  of  his,  her  or  their  de- 
ceased parent,  and  shall  take  the  same  share  as  between 
themselves  in  equal  subdivided  proportions,  share  and 
share  alike,  as  tenants  in  common ;  and  also  that  as  well 
the  share  of  each  male  of  the  said  children  taking  under 
the  last^mentioned  trust,  as  also  the  share  of  each  male  of 
each  class  of  issue  respectively  taking  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  respectively  vested  in  him  on  his  attaining  his  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  or  dying  under  that  age  leaving  lawful 
issue  living  at  his  death  ;  and  the  share  of  each  female 
of  the  same  children  and  issue  respectively  shall  be  likeunse 
vested  in  her  on  her  attaining  the  like  age  or  on  her 
marriage,  which  ^hall  first  happen  ;  and  moreover,  that 
if  any  one  or  more  of  such  children  so  living  at  the 
death  of  my  said  wife,  or  all  the  issue  of  any  one  or  more 
of  such  children  so  then  dead  but  leaving  issue  then 
alive,  shall  die,  or  fail  before  vesting  of  his,  her  or  their 
share  or  respective  shares  as  aforesaid,  then  as  to  and 
concerning  as  well  the  original  as  accruing  share  or 
shares  of  such  child  or  children  or  issue  so  dying  as 
aforesaid,  upon  trust  for  the  survivor  or  other  survivors 
or  others  of  the  same  children  and  issue  taking  respec- 
tively, equally  as  tenants  in  common,  and  to  be  vested  at 
the  like  ages,  days  or  time  as  are  hereinbefore  appointed 
for  the  vesting  of  his  or  their  original  share  or  shares ; 
yet  nevertheless  so  that  each  class  of  issue  taking  under 
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the  said  last-mentioned  trust  by  way  of  cross  trusts  or 
remainders  shall  take  per  stirpes  only  the  share  of  his, 
her  or  their  deceased  parent,  and  shall  take  the  same 
share  between  themselves  equally  as  tenants  in  common, 
and  that  the  subdivided  shares,  both  original  and  accruing, 
of  the  individuals  of  each  class  of  issue  taking  under  the 
trusts  aforesaid  shall  be  subject  to  a  like  trust  by  way  of 
or  in  the  nature  of  cross  trusts  or  remainders  among 
themselves  in  the  event  of  the  death  or  deaths  of  any  one 
or  more  of  them  before  the  vesting  of  the  same  share  or 
shares,  in  like  manner  as  is  hereinbefore  directed  con- 
cerning the  ori^nal  share  of  the  said  aforesaid  issue  and 
children  respectively." 


Then  there  was  a  provision,  after  the  death  of  his  wife, 
as  to  the  first-mentioned  moiety  of  the  principal,  that  it 
should  be  held  ''  upon,  to  and  for  the  like  trusts,  intents 
and  purposes,  and  with  the  like  provisions  in  every  re- 
spect for  the  benefit  of  his  aforesaid  child  or  children  as 
were  thereinbefore  declared  and  expressed  for  their  be- 
nefit concerning  the  last  moiety  of  his  said  trust  estates, 
and  to  be  vested  in  and  assigned  to  them  at  the  like  ages, 
days  and  times,  and  with  the  like  benefit  of  survivorship, 
&c.,  as  before  expressed  and  declared." 

Mr.  Swanston  and  Mr.  Bazalgette  appeared  for  the 
Plaintiffs,  children  of  the  testator,  who  had  survived  the 
period  when  the  youngest  attained  twenty-one. 

Mr.  H.  StevenSj  for  a  Defendant  in  the  same  interest 


Mr.  J.  H.  Palmer f  for  the  representatives  of  a  child 
who  died  before  the  youngest  attained  twenty-one,  argued 
that  the  vesting  clause  controlled  the  clause  of  gift,  and 
produced  a  vesting  in  each  child  on  his  attaining  twenty- 
one,  or  dying  under  that  age  leaving  issue. 
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The  Vice-chancellor: 

The  testator  in  this  case  gave  certain  parts  of  his  pro- 
perty to  trustees  on  trust  to  convert  and  invest  the  pro- 
duce. Then  he  declares,  in  the  first  instance,  that  they 
are  to  stand  possessed  of  the  proceeds  on  trust  to  pay  the 
clear  rents,  issues  and  profits  of  the  trust  property  to 
his  wife  for  her  life.  He  annexes  to  that  gift  to  his 
widow,  a  condition  that  she  shall  employ  a  competent 
part  of  it  in  maintaining  his  children.  Then  there  is  a 
clause,  of  no  inconsiderable  importance,  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  the  sense  in  which  he  himself  uses  certain 
expressions.  [His  Honor  referred  to  the  clause — "  But 
if  my  said  wife  shall  marry  again  during  the  minority  of 
either  of  my  said  children,  then  upon  trust,  &c ,  after 
such  marriage,  until  all  and  every  my  aforesaid  child 
and  children  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  or  until  the  decease  of  the  said  Mary  JBeer^  which 
shall  first  happen,**  page  327.] 


1854. 


The  testator  was  here  considering  the  event  of  his 
widow  remarrying  during  the  minority  of  any  one  of  her 
children,  and  if  she  remarried  during  the  minority  of  any 
one  of  them,  the  clause  was  to  apply.  [His  Honor  stated 
the  remainder  of  the  trust,  and  then  proceeded.]  Now 
this  puts  an  interpretation  on  the  language  '*  until  all  and 
every  of  my  children,"  &c. ;  it  means  until  the  last,  that 
is  the  youngest,  of  them  shall  attain  the  age  of  twenty- 
one.  When  therefore  he  says  "  until  all  and  every  of 
my  children,"  &c.,  he  is  contemplating  a  single  event,  not 
a  series  of  events.  This  clause  then  puts  beyond  doubt 
what  the  testator  meant  by  "  until  all  and  every,"  which 
is  the  same  expression  as  we  find  in  the  subsequent  part 
of  the  will  on  which  the  question  arises.  Having  then 
provided  for  the  remarriage  of  his  wife,  and  having,  if 
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that  event  does  not  take  place,  given  her  the  whole 
income,  with  the  condition  only  that  she  shall  maintain 
her  children,  then  comes  the  clause  of  gift.  [His  Honor 
referred  to  the  clause  commencing  "  and  when  and  so 
soon  as/'  page  328.']  If  the  case  stood  here,  there  could 
be  no  doubt.  But  then  comes  the  clause  which  raises 
the  doubt.  [His  Honor  stated  the  clause  declaring 
when  the  vesting  should  take  place,  page  329.]  The 
first  observation  that  arises  on  this  clause  is,  that  the 
testator  did  not  mean  this  to  be  a  gift  ;  he  is  addressing 
himself  to  the  case  of  the  children  taking  under  the 
last-mentioned  trust.  Then  it  is  said  that  the  clause  is 
absurd  as  applied  to  the  children  of  the  testator,  if  the 
gift  to  them  is  to  be  held  only  to  be  on  the  youngest  at- 
taining twenty-one ;  because  if  the  youngest  has  attained 
twenty-one,  all  the  others  must.  All  I  can  say  is,  no 
doubt  it  is  absurd  as  applied  to  the  children ;  but  it  is 
not  incorrect  as  applicable  to  the  issue  of  children.  The 
testator  had  this  in  his  mind.  His  widow  might  die 
before  any  child  attained  twenty-one  or  married  under 
that  age ;  and  what  he  meant  was,  the  shares  are  not  to 
vest  on  the  death  of  the  widow,  till  the  children  attain 
respectively  twenty-one. 


Now  ought  I,  if  I  find  that  the  clause  of  gift  is  clear, 
ought  I  to  control  it  by  the  vesting  clause,  which  is  in- 
applicable to  it  as  regards  the  children  f  Am  I  to  say 
that  the  gift  is  not  to  be  efiectual,  but  the  vesting  clause 
is  to  be  so  ? 


I  find  the  clause  of  gift  clear;  then  the  testator  after- 
wards says,  the  shares  of  the  children  and  issue  shall  ve3^ 
at  twenty-one.  That  is  inapplicable  consistently  with  the 
clause  of  gift  to  the  children,  though  not  inapplicable 
as  to  the  issue.  I  think  I  ought  not  to  alter  the  pri<:'r 
clause  of  gift  to  give  effect  to  this  clause ;  I  must  re»<l 
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the  vesting  clause  as  inapplicable  to  a  portion  of  the 
objects  of  gift. 

Then  as  to  the  clause  of  gift  of  the  corpus  of  the  other 
moiety.  [The  Vice-Chancellor  jeferred  to  the  last  clause 
set  out  in  page  330.]  Though  according  to  the  language 
it  would  seem  to  apply  to  children  only,  and  not  to  issue 
of  children,  yet  I  am  persuaded  the  testator  meant  that 
at  the  death  of  his  widow  this  moiety  was  to  go  as  the 
other  moiety,  not  to  the  children  only  living  at  the  time 
when  the  youngest  should  attain  twenty-one,  excluding 
their  issue,  but  to  such  children,  and  to  the  issue  then 
living,  of  any  predeceased  children. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  ground  for  excluding 
the  issue  of  deceased  children  from  this  half. 
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NEWTON  V.  CHORLTON  (a). 

Before  Vice- Chancellor  Wood. 

Judgment. — ^This  case  of  Newton  v.  Chorlton  raises 
before  the  Court  a  point  with  reference  to  the  rights  of  a 
surety  in  respect  of  a  contract  of  suretyship,  as  affected 
by  the  conduct  of  the  creditor  with  regard  to  the  prin- 
cipal debtor.  I  do  not  find  it  to  be  distinctly  covered 
by  any  of  the  decided  cases,  though  it  is  somewhat  sin- 
gular that  such  a  case  should  not  have  before  occurred 
and  been  decided.  I  think  that  the  authorities,  as  far  as 
they  have  gone  (in  inquiring  into  which  I  have  been 
greatly  assisted  by  the  argument  that  has  taken  place  in 
this  cause),  the  principles  that  have  been  settled  by  the 

(a)  The  Reporter  has  inserted  the  judgment  in  this  case 
from  the  shorthand  writer's  notes,  as  it  is  referred  to  and 
relied  upon  in  the  case  of  Hopps  t.  Barker,  reported  in  a 
subsequent  part  of  this  volume,  and  is  not  elsewhere  reported. 


1853: 
24th  March. 

Principal  and 
Surety, 

A  creditor, 
whose  debt  was 
secured  by  the 
bond  of  the 
principal 
debtor,  and  a 
surety,  took, 
after  the  date  of 
the  transaction, 
further  security 
from  the  prin- 
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decided  authorities,  enable  me  to  arrive  at  a  tolerably 
clear  conclusion  of  what  are  the  rights  of  the  parties  in 
this  particular  case. 

The  question,  in  short,  is  this : — The  Plaintiff,  Jamei 
Newton^  in  this  cause,  having  entered  into  a  security 
for  his  brother,  or  rather  the  party  whom  the  Plain- 
tiff represents,  James  Antrobus  Newton,  having  entered 
into  a  bond  as  surety  for  his  brother,  George  William 
Newton,  to  a  person  of  the  name  of  Edward  Red- 
dish, for  the  payment  of  1,^00/.,  which  suretyship  was  en- 
tered into  in  1810,  it  appears  that  three  years  after- 
wards the  creditor  took  a  security  by  way  of  deposit 
of  certain  title  deeds  of  the  debtor,  with  a  memoran- 
dum in  these  terms:  '^I,  the  undersigned,  do  hereby 
acknowledge  that  the  above-mentioned  indentures  were 
this  day  deposited  in  my  hands  as  an  auxiliary  security 
to  a  bond  dated  17th  March,  1810,  from  the  said  George 
William  Newton  and  James  Antrobus  Newton  to  me,  for 
securing  600/.  and  interest,  and  I  hereby  undertake  to 
return  them  safe  and  uncancelled,  upon  payment  being 
made  to  me  of  the  said  sum  of  600/.  and  interest,  as  wit- 
nesseth  my  hand  this  30th  day  of  October,  1813."  Sub- 
sequently to  this,  this  security  is  allowed  by  Mr.  Reddish, 
the  principal  creditor,  to  get  back  into  the  hands  of  the 
debtor,  and  ultimately  the  result  is,  that  the  security  is 
lost  The  question  then  arises  whether  or  not  the  suretyi 
in  consequence  of  this  subsequent  transaction,  subsequent 
to  the  date  of  the  original  contract  of  suretyship,  is  re- 
leased. 


Now,  as  far  as  the  cases  have  gone,  I  think  they  hair« 

established  certain  principles  very  clearly.    The  doctrine 

perhaps  is  laid  down  more  cleariy  and  lucidly  in  the  cas^ 

first  referred  to,  of  Craythome  v.  Swinburne  {a),  in  thdLi 

(a)  14  Ves.  160. 
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extremely  able  argument  of  Sir  Samuel  Romilbf%  and 
adopted  by  Lord  JESdan  in  that  case;  and  it  may  be 
taken  clearly,  to  adopt  the  words  of  Sir  Samuel  Romilly^ 
that  the  whole  doctrine  as  to  principal  and  surety  is 
raised  upon  the  established  principles  of  a  Court  of 
Equity;  not  upon  a  contract,  except  as  it  may  be  so 
represented  upon  the  implied  knowledge  of  those  princi- 
ples ;  it  is  upon  that  that  the  whole  of  the  rest  of  the 
argument  is  founded.  I  apprehend  it  is  not  in  one  sense 
strictly  contract,  when  you  have  arrived  at  this;  that 
that  there  are  certain  fixed  principles  of  equity  which 
follow  necessarily  from  the  contract  of  suretyship,  which 
things  must  be  taken  to  be  known  by  all  the  contracting 
parties,  the  creditor,  the  surety  and  the  principal  debtor, 
and  which  form  a  part  of  the  suretyship,  and  in  that  sense 
only,  a  part  of  the  contract  Further  than  that,  it  has 
been  established  not  only  in  that  case,  where  it  was  only 
a  dictum  of  Lord  JEldan%  but  in  the  case  that  he  refers 
to  Deering  v.  Lord  WincheUea,  and  in  the  case  which  he 
himself  decided  oiMayhew  v.  Crickettf  which  followed  it, 
that  a  surety  is  entitled  by  virtue  of  the  contract,  whether 
he  be  informed  of  the  security  or  not,  he  is  entitled,  as 
between  himself  and  the  creditor,  to  the  benefit  of  any 
mortgage  or  other  security  held  by  the  creditor,  whether 
he  knows  it  is  held  or  does  not  know  it  is  held  by  him,  at 
the  date  of  the  contract.  That  is  decided  in  Mayhew  v. 
Cricketi.  I  apprehend  the  necessary  consequence  that 
flows  from  this  is,  that  when  the  parties  enter  into  a  con- 
tract of  suretyship,  all  the  parties  agree  there  shall  be 
the  utmost  good  faith  between  them,  that  the  situation  of 
the  creditor  and  of  the  principal  debtor  should  be  per- 
fectly made  known  to  all  the  sureties,  and  therefore  the 
creditor  is  conceived  to  have  made  known  to  them,  whe- 
ther he  does  so  or  not  in  fact,  every  security  which  he 
possesses,  and  the  existing  position  of  the  parties  at  the 
time  the  contract  is  entered  into.    That  is  put  by  Lord 
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Truro  very  clearly  in  that  case  which  was  under  appeal, 
of  Otven  V.  Homan  (a),  in  which  he  says,  "  The  cases 
which  are  reported  have  generally  arisen  out  of  transac- 
tions in  which  therd  has  been  personal  communication 
between  the  creditor  and  surety,  and  the  clear  law  dedu- 
cible  from  those  decisions  is,  that  the  creditor  must  make 
a  full,  fair  and  honest  communication  of  every  circum- 
stance calculated  to  influence  the  discretion  of  the  surety 
in  entering  into  the  required  obligation/'  Then  be 
compares  it  to  a  case  of  a  contract  for  insurance,  in  which 
everything  must  be  made  known  to  the  insurer  with 
reference  to  all  the  circumstances  that  surround  the  con- 
tract he  is  about  to  enter  into.  Therefore,  I  apprehend 
it  is  on  those  grounds  that  every  security  of  which  the 
creditor  has  the  benefit  at  the  time  of  the  contract  being 
entered  into,  is  supposed  to  be  made  known  when  the 
surety  is  entering  into  the  obligation,  and  the  surety  is 
to  have  the  benefit  of  them,  and  no  act  can  be  done  by 
which  he  is  to  be  deprived  of  the  benefit,  or  put  in  a 
different  position  from  what  he  was  at  the  time  of  the 
contract  being  entered  into. 


The  next  thing  one  has  to  consider,  which  was  very 
well  distinguished  in  the  argument,  is  what  are  the  equi- 
ties which  are  now  to  form  part  of  this  implied  contract, 
as  regards  first  of  all  the  principal  debtor ;  Sndly,  as 
regards  his  co-sureties;  and  Srdly,  as  regards  the  cre- 
ditor? Now,  as  regards  the  principal  debtor,  I  think  the 
authorities  amount  to  this ;  that  the  creditor  is  clearly  en- 
titled to  have  all  the  debt  or  liability  made  good  as  be- 
tween himself  and  the  debtor  (I  am  speaking  now  as  be- 
tween him  and  the  creditor),  he  is  entitled  to  have  the 
whole  liability  made  good  by  the  principal  debtor  in  the 
first  place ;  and  secondly  by  every  security  existing  in 
the  hands  of  the  creditor  which  has  been  so  placed  by 
(a)  8  M'N.  &  G   378. 
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the  debtor.  As  regards  his  co-sureties,  what  Lord  Eldon 
has  said  in  Craythome  v.  Swinburne  is  equity,  is  equality 
of  contribution  ;  although  the  creditor  has  a  perfect  right 
to  attack  any  one  of  the  sureties  that  he  pleases,  yet  as 
between  the  co-sureties,  the  choice  of  the  creditor  is  not 
to  operate  on  their  condition ;  they  are  not  to  be  subjected 
to  his  caprice  or  discretion  in  his  own  thirst  after  his  own 
interest ;  but,  among  themselves,  they  are  to  contribute 
equally  or  rateably  if  they  are  bound  in  difierent  propor- 
tions. Then,  as  regards  the  creditor,  what  is  the  question 
that  arises  in  the  case  before  me  ?  The  question  is,  what 
are  the  rights  as  between  the  surety  and  creditor  with 
reference  to  the  contract  they  have  entered  into?  As 
regards  the  creditor  it  is  decided,  first  of  all,  that  the  cre- 
ditor is  not  bound  by  any  thing  in  the  shape  of  mere 
negligence ;  that  is  quite  settled ;  and  it  is  held  that  he  is 
bound  distinctly  to  the  surety  to  give  him  the  benefit 
of  every  security  which  he  holds  at  the  time  of  the  con-* 
tract,  and  he  is  not  allowed  in  any  way  to  vary  the 
position  of  the  surety  with  reference  to  those  securities. 
That  has  been  decided  distinctly  in  the  case  of  May- 
hew  V.  Crickett  (a)  by  Lord  Eldon,  where  there  was  a 
warrant  of  attorney  in  the  hands  of  a  creditor  put  into 
operation  by  the  creditor,  and  a  judgment  obtained  by 
him,  from  which  he  afterwards  discharged  the  principal 
debtor.  There  Lord  Eldon  held  it  was  utterly  imina^^ 
terial  whether  the  warrant  of  attorney  was  known  to  the 
surety,  at  the  time  he  entered  into  the  contract  or  not  $ 
the  surety  had  a  complete  right  to  the  benefit  of  the 
warrant  of  attorney,  and  if  any  benefit  was  lost  to  him,  he 
was  at  once  discharged.  The  same  point  was  decided 
in  Capel  v.  Butler  (b),  in  which,  at  the  time  of  the 
contract,  there  was  a  mortgage  of  a  ship  in  the  hands 
of  the  creditor,  which  the  creditor  was  entitled  to  sell 
and  repay  himself  out  of  the  produce :  the  creditor  not 
{a)  2nd  Swanston,  185.  (6)  2nd  Sim.  &  Stu.  457. 
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putting  that  in  force  according  to  the  navigation  laws,  the 
surety  was  thereby  prejudiced  and  was  discharged  pro 
tanto  from  the  contract  and  liability  which  he  had  entered 
into  with  the  creditor.  Therefore  so  far  the  case  is  per- 
fectly clear  and  free  from  all  doubt.  To  complete  the 
question  of  the  obligation  as  between  the  surety  and 
creditor,  one  should  further  say,  the  surety  has  a  right 
to  put  the  creditor  in  motion  at  all  times  against  the 
principal  debtor ;  and  it  is  on  that  ground  that  all  these 
cases  are  decided.  As  to  granting  time,  therefore,  if  the 
creditor  does  any  act  whatever  by  which  he  is  prevented 
from  complying  with  the  request  of  the  surety  of  being 
put  in  motion  at  any  time  the  surety  may  think  fit  against 
the  principal  debtor,  that  also  will  discharge  the  surety, 
because  he  has  disabled  himself  from  what  I  have  here 
called,  adopting  language  of  Sir  Samuel  Romilly^  the  im- 
plied contract.  All  that  is  settled  however  by  the  decided 
cases  as  regards  the  contract  between  the  surety  and  ere* 
ditor  is  this :  the  surety  has  a  right  at  any  moment  to  every 
security  held  by  the  creditor  at  the  date  of  the  contract; 
it  has  never  yet  gone  beyond  that  And  be  has  further  a 
right  to  say :  you  must  always  hold  yourself  in  a  position 
to  be  placed  in  motion  at  my  request  against  the  principal 
debtor. 


Now  I  have  gone  through  that  class  of  cases,  be- 
fore entering  into  those  which  approach  a  more  doubt- 
ful ground,  and  which  must  have  to  be  considered  in 
ultimately  arriving  at  a  conclusion  in  this  case.  Some 
of  the  cases  seem  to  have  held  the  rights  of  the  surety 
somewhat  higher,  and  to  have  raised  some  degree  of 
doubt  as  to  the  precise  and  exact  position  in  which  the 
creditor  stands  with  reference  to  dealings  and  transac- 
tions with  the  debtor  after  the  contract  of  suretyship 
has  been  entered  into.  I  apprehend  all  that  has  yet 
been  established  by  the  authorities  (and  it  is  another 
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question  to  say  whether  equitable  principles  may  or  may 
not  carry  it  further)  is,  that  as  between  the  surety  and 
principal  not  one  iota  of  the  original  contract  must  be 
varied;  every  right  which  existed  at  the  date  of  that 
contract  must  be  strictly  observed,  and  there  must  not 
be  one  single  transaction  in  the  slightest  degree  varying 
the  position  of  the  surety  as  regards  the  original  liability, 
without  communication  with  him;  because,  in  the  event  of 
any  such  alteration,  however  it  may  be  alleged  to  be  for 
the  benefit  of  the  surety,  unless  it  is  clearly  and  unde- 
niably for  his  benefit,  as  to  which  there  are  some  autho- 
rides,  it  has  always  been  held  that  the  surety  is  the 
best  judge  of  that,  and  that  you  must  have  a  communica- 
tion with  him  if  you  wish  to  vary  or  depart  from  the  con- 
tract ;  of  this  there  is  an  instance  in  the  case  of  Calvert 
V.  The  London  Dock  Company  {fl\  with  reference  to 
the  performance  of  a  contract,  it  was  said  it  was  beneficial 
that  the  contract  should  be  completed;  but  the  Court 
held  it  might  operate  otherwise,  and  it  was  a  matter  upon 
which  the  surety  had  a  right  to  be  consulted. 
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That  being  the  case  as  to  all  rights  at  the  time  of  en- 
tering into  the  contract,  the  question  that  arises  in  this  case 
is,  what  are  the  sort  of  dealings  that  may  take  place  sub- 
sequent to  the  contract,  and  which  did  not  form  part  of  the 
original  agreement,  which  may  influence  the  position  of  the 
surety  ?  and,  with  regard  to  that.  Lord  Roslyn,  in  the  case 
of  Rees  v.  Berrington  {b\  laid  down  the  doctrine  in  a 
very  broad  way,  which  seems,  from  the  subsequent  cases, 
to  have  caused  some  confusion.  In  Sees  v.  Berrington 
there  was  a  giving  of  time,  which  in  effect  had  operated 
as  a  discharge.  Lord  Roilyn  says  ''  the  Defendants  have 
put  it  out  of  their  power  to  perform  that  which  the  nature 
of  the  relation  between  the  surety  and  the  person  with 
whom  he  is  bound  requires/'  But  he  proceeded  to  say 
(a)  %  Keen,  638.  (6)  %  Ves.  jun.  543. 
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thiS|  after  commenting  on  the  rule,— ''  This  produces  no 
inconvenience  to  any  one,  for  it  only  amounts  to  this,  that 
there  shall  be  no  transaction  with  the  principal  debtor 
without  acquainting  the  person  who  has  a  great  interest 
in  it."  (Here,  that  is  laid  down  broadly,  and  generally 
without  reference  to  whether  that  transaction  alters  the 
original  contract  or  not, — that  there  shall  be  no  transac- 
tion with  the  principal  debtor  without  acquainting  the 
person  who  has  a  great  interest  in  it.)  *^  The  surety  only 
engages  to  make  good  the  deficiency.  It  is  the  clearest 
and  most  evident  equity  not  to  carry  on  any  transaction 
without  the  privity  of  him  who  must  necessarily  have  a 
concern  in  every  transaction  with  the  principal  debtor. 
You  cannot  keep  him  bound  and  transact  his  affairs  (for 
they  are  as  much  his  as  your  own)  without  consulting 
him.'*  If  that  is  to  be  taken  in  its  broadest  generality  it 
will  apply  to  the  case  now  before  the  Court.  It  is  a 
transaction  with  the  principal  debtor,  and  it  is  a  transac- 
tion which  has  taken  place  without  consulting  the  surety; 
but  that  this  cannot  be  taken  in  its  absolute  generality,  is 
clear  from  a  number  of  cases  since  decided.  Perfect  v. 
Musffrave(a)  I  believe  was  not  cited.  I  believe  almost  all 
the  cases  were  cited,  some  fourteen  or  fifteen ;  but,  in 
Perfect  v.  Musgrave,  it  was  attempted  by  the  surety 
to  discharge  himself,  because  the  creditor  had  entered 
into  a  subsequent  contract,  by  which  he  agreed  to  take 
ten  shillings  in  the  pound,  but  had  not  discharged  him 
from  the  original  debt :  he  said  "  I  ought  to  have  been 
acquainted  and  informed  of  it.''  The  Court  said,  it  could 
not  possibly  in  any  way  injure  you,  you  stood  as  you  did 
at  the  date  of  the  original  contract.  If  any  thing,  this  was 
done  in  such  a  manner  that  you  could  not  be  affected 
in  any  other  way  than  beneficially.  Then  there  is  the 
case  of  JSyre  v.  Everett  (J),  which  goes  to  a  subsequent 
{a)  6  Price,  111.  (6)  2  Russ.  381. 
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dealing  of  this  description  :^A  party  being  bound  with 
the  principal  debtor  to  secure  the  payment  of  the  purchase 
money  of  certain  shares  to  Messrs.  Everett,  the  bankers, 
they  afterwards  lent  the  principal  debtor  a  very  large  sum, 
10,000/.  or  more,  I  think,  than  what  was  due  upon  the 
original  bond,  and  entered  into  a  new  bond  with  him  for 
that  10,000/.  It  was  attempted  to  say  the  sureties  were 
discharged,  but  Lord  EkUm  said  there  was  nothing  that 
prevented  him  from  contracting  a  new  debt  with  his 
debtor ;  and,  although  in  effect,  in  one  sense,  if  you  are 
to  follow  the  precise  language  of  Mees  v.  Berrington,  it 
does  materially  influence  the  position  of  the  surety  in  this 
sense,  that  it  is  an  act  of  the  principal  debtor  entering 
into  this  new  and  large  engagement,  which  lessens  the 
chance  of  payment,  yet  Lord  JEMon  says  it  is  not  any 
alteration  of  the  contract  that  existed  between  them. 


185d. 
Newton 

V. 

Chorlton. 


I  think  the  real  result  of  the  whole  is  this,  and  I  have 
found  no  case  yet  that  has  gone  beyond  it,  that  what  you 
are  to  take  care  of  is,  that  the  original  contract  is  not  dis- 
turbed ;  that  you  are  not  in  any  way  to  vary  any  of  the 
rights  that  existed  at  the  time  that  the  contract  was  en- 
tered into. 


There  was  another  class  of  cases  to  which  I  shall  now 
have  to  advert  which  have  some  bearing,  but  I  think 
when  analysed  do  not  carry  the  point  as  high  as  the 
Plaintiff  wishes  to  place  it  in  this  case.  What  has  arisen 
in  this  case  is,  a  siecurity  taken  after  the  contract  for  the 
debt  (that  of  course  is  beneficial  to  the  surety),  and  then 
a  handing  back  of  that  security  to  the  principal  debtor. 
That  is  what  this  case  in  fact  amounts  to.  Now  neither 
the  taking  of  that  nor  the  handing  it  back  in  the  slightest 
degree  altered  the  position  of  the  surety  under  the  origi- 
nal contract ;  he  was  not  then  contracting  in  any  way 
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for  the  benefit  of  any  future  security  to  be  given  by  the 
debtor;  he  was  not  contracting  in  any  way  for  any  future 
discharge  or  alteration  that  might  take  place  between  the 
parties.  The  principles  of  equity  that  have  been  held  to 
apply  hitherto  have  been  these,  that  he  is  to  have  the 
benefit  of  all  things  as  they  stand,  and  none  of  those 
things  are  to  be  varied  or  altered  in  the  slightest  degree 
whatever.  Neither  the  taking  of  this  or  the  giving  it 
back  affected  the  rights  of  the  party  under  the  original 
contract. 


Then  there  arose  a  class  of  cases  of  this  description ; 
although  the  security  is  not  taken  under  the  original  con- 
tract,  yet  if  the  surety  satisfy  the  creditor  the  debt,  then  the 
creditor  having  in  his  hand  the  securities  which  have  been 
given  him  after  the  original  contract  as  a  security  for  this 
debt,  the  surety  then  becomes  entitled,  on  paying  off  the 
creditor,  to  stand  in  the  shoes  of  the  creditor,  and  to  have 
the  benefit  of  every  security  which  the  creditor  then  holds. 
That  arises  upon  a  different  principle  of  equity  from 
what  may  be  considered  the  equities  under  the  original 
contract.  That  arises,  I  apprehend,  from  this,  that  the 
party  who  pays  off  any  person  who  holds  a  mortgage  or 
other  security  is  entitled  to  have  the  benefit  of  all  the  se- 
curities that  person  so  holds  in  respect  of  that  debt  which 
he  has  paid  off;  he  has  discharged  the  liability  for  which 
the  security  is  held,  and  he  is  entitled  to  call  for  an  as- 
signment from  that  party  of  the  security  he  so  holds. 


Now  the  real  question  and  diflSculty,  and  I  confess  it 
is  rather  a  nice  one,  that  arises  in  these  cases  is  this, 
whether  or  not  it  may  not  be  important  upon  the  general 
principles  of  equity  (I  can  find  no  authority  upon  it)  to 
hold  that  there  is  an  engagement  as  between  the  surety 
and  the  principal  debtor, — that  if  the  principal  debtor  at 
any  time  after  the  contract  places  securities  in  the  hands 
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of  the  creditor,  the  suretyi  as  against  the  principal  debtori 
is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  those  securities ;  and  there- 
fore the  creditor,  knowing  that  to  be  his  equity  against 
the  principal  debtor,  whenever  by  any  chance  he  has 
securities  come  into  his  hands,  is  bound  by  that  know- 
ledge and  understanding  at  the  time  the  contract  is  en- 
tered into,  and  is  bound  to  retain  for  the  benefit  of  the 
surety  those  securities  that  so  come  into  his  hands? 
It  is  a  nice  question  whether  that  additional  equity 
will  or  will  not  be  imported  into  the  rule.  I  find  no 
such  case  has  yet  arisen;  there  is  an  authority,  the 
case  of  Wade  v.  Coope  (a),  the  doctrine  in  which  is  care- 
fully laid  down,  as  Lord  Mdon  has  laid  it  down,  not 
following  quite  so  lax  a  description  of  the  equities  as  is 
done  by  Lord  JRosfyn  in  Ilees  v.  Berrington.  The  doc- 
trine is  laid  down  by  Lord  Eldon  in  Mayheuo  v.  Crichett 
with  very  careful  restrictions  to  its  being  securities  existing 
at  the  date  of  the  contract,  not  of  course  saying  that  it 
did  not  go  beyond  that,  yet  always  so  carefully  restricted 
to  that,  that  when  I  find  it  so  carefully  guarded  on  the 
one  hand,  and  when  I  find  that  the  case  of  Wade  v. 
Coape,  which,  if  not  actually  decided  upon  that  doctrine, 
at  least  has  it  distinctly  laid  down  by  the  Vice-Chancellor 
of  England,  I  do  not  feel  myself  bound  to.  extend  those 
principles  of  equity  beyond  the  point  to  which  they  have 
hitherto  been  carried. 


1853. 

Newton 

Chorlton. 


Now,  with  reference  to  this,  it  has  been  very  strongly 
pressed  upon  me  in  this  way :  it  has  been  said,  suppose, 
for  instance,  you  get  to  this  species  almost  of  absurdity,— 
that  the  party,  the  principal  debtor,  literally  comes  and 
deposits  with  the  creditor  a  sum  of  money,  and  says, 
this  I  will  render  available  for  the  payment  of  your  debt; 
of  course  it  must  always  be  on  some  conditions,  because 
short  of  that,  it  is  payment,  and  the  whole  case  is  at  an  end ; 
(a)  2  Sim.  155. 
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if  payment^  the  surety  is  of  course  discharged  by  the  ope- 
ration of  payment;  but  suppose  the  debtor  leaves  Exche- 
quer billsi  and  says,  '^  there  are  the  means  by  which  you 
may  at  once  go  into  the  tnarket  and  pay  yourself;"  and 
then  those  bills  are  re-delivered.  The  surety  says^  when 
a  man  has  approached  so  near  to  payment  as  that,  it  is 
not  in  the  option  of  the  creditor  to  relieve  him  when  he 
is  on  the  verge  of  payment,  and  afterwards  to  fall  back 
on  the  surety.  Those  cases  do  not  put  it  any  higher 
than  the  case  of  mortgage ;  it  is  either  payment  or  se- 
curity; one  or  the  other:  and  there  is  no  reasoning 
applicable  to  it  to  be  drawn  from  the  case  of  Law  v. 
The  East  India  Company  (a),  cited  by  Mr.  Smyth.  No 
doubt,  when  one  analyses  that  case,  it  is  a  case  of  pay- 
ment. The  case  in  Vesey  was  that  of  a  surety  to  the 
East  India  Company  for  the  accounting  of  the  principal 
debtor :  the  principal  debtor  died,  and,  on  the  account 
being  settled,  it  appeared  that  originally  the  East  India 
Company  conceived  that,  instead  of  his  owing  them 
money,  they  owed  him  money,  and  settled  the  account 
on  that  footing,  and  paid  him  over  the  balance ;  after- 
wards, they  found  they  had  made  a  mistake,  and  endea- 
voured to  recover  the  amount  against  the  surety;  and 
what  the  Court  said  was  this :  "  it  cannot  be  contended, 
upon  any  principle  that  prevails  with  regard  to  principal 
and  surety,  that  where  the  principal  has  left  a  sufficient 
fund  in  the  hands  of  the  obligee,  and  he  thinks  fit,  in- 
stead of  retaining  it  in  his  hands,  to  pay  it  back  to  the 
principal,  the  surety  can  ever  be  called  upon." 


I  think  the  rights  with  regard  to  the  creditor  are  so 
clearly  put  by  Lord  Eldon  in  the  case  of  Wright  v. 
Simpson,  that  that  affords  a  better  guide  than  any  of 
the  other  authorities  that  have  been  referred  to.  What 
Lord  Eldon  says,  in  Wright  v.  Simpson (b),  is  this: 
(a)  4  Vea.  8«4.  (6)  6  Ves.  73i. 
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**  as  to  the  case  of  principal  and  surety  in  general  cases, 
I  never  understood  that,  as  between  the  obligee  and 
surety  there  was  an  obligation  of  active  diligence  against 
the  principal.  If  the  obligee  begins  to  sue  the  principal, 
and  aflerwards  gives  time,  there  the  surety  has  the  benefit 
of  it,  but  the  surety  is  a  guarantee,  and  it  is  his  business 
to  see  after  the  principal  person,  and  not  that  of  the  cre- 
ditor. The  holder  of  the  security  therefore  in  general 
cases  may  be  laid  hold  of  by  the  surety,  and,  till  very 
lately,  even  in  circumstances  under  which  the  surety 
would  not  have  had  the  same  benefit  that  the  creditor 
would  have  had ;  but  in  late  cases,  that  is  alluding  to 
bankruptcy,  provided  there  was  no  risk,  delay  or  ex- 
pense, as  in  the  case  put  of  the  money  in  the  next  room 
indemnifying  against  the  consequences  of  risk,  delay  and 
expense,  the  surety  has  a  right  to  call  upon  the  cre- 
ditor to  do  the  most  he  can  for  his  benefit,  and  the  latter 
cases  have  gone  further/*  It  is  now  clear  that  if  the 
surety  deposits  the  money  and  agrees  that  the  creditor 
shall  be  at  no  expense,  he  may  compel  the  creditor  to 
prove  under  a  commission  of  bankruptcy,  and  get  the 
benefit  of  an  assignment  in  that  way.  When  one  comes 
to  analyse  that,  what  in  effect  does  it  amount  to  ?  Lord 
Eldon  says  the  creditor  is  not  bound  to  prove  in  bank- 
ruptcy, although  the  debt  may  be  wholly  lost  by  his  not 
proving*  He  is  not  bound  to  prove  unless  the  surety  put 
him  in  motion  and  indemnify  him ;  nay  more,  according 
to  the  illustration  put  by  Lord  EldoUf  if  the  money  is 
lying  in  the  next  room,  the  creditor  is  not  obliged  to 
walk  into  the  room  and  take  it,  as  he  puts  it  there,  ex- 
cept the  surety  will  indemnify  him  against  the  conse- 
quences, if  there  be  any,  of  his  performing  that  act  He 
is  not  bound  to  stir  one  step  in  the  matter;  and  I  think 
when  you  follow  out  the  principle  of  that  reasoning  it  is 
this,  that  in  reality  all  the  surety's  right  against  the  cre- 
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ditor  is,  I  claim  the  right  to  put  you  in  active  motion 
against  the  debtor,  and  until  that  is  done  nothing  arises 
between  you  and  me  unless  it  be  something  that  alters 
our  position  under  the  original  contract.  If  you  have 
obtained  a  subsequent  security  from  any  quarter,  and  I 
ask  you  to  proceed  actually  to  enforce  that  subsequent 
security,  on  indemnifying  you,  you  must  do  it ;  and  if  I 
pay  you,  you  must  hand  over  to  me  that  security.  Lord 
Eldon  puts  the  case  of  the  creditor  beginning  to  sue 
and  ceasing.  That  comes  rather  nearer  to  the  case  in 
question  than  any  other.  If  the  creditor  begins  to  sue 
and  ceases,  then  the  surety  is  released.  But  in  another 
case,  before  Lord  Eldon,  on  that  very  point,  where 
Knight  v.  Simpson  is  cited  before  him  as  to  what  he 
said  in  that  respect,  he  says : — "  I  said  that,  because 
if*  you  begin  to  sue  you  are  only  doing  what  the  surety 
could  force  you  to  do,  and  if  you  begin  to  do  that 
which  he  might  force  you  to  do  by  the  process  of  in- 
demnifying you,  if  you  take  that  on  yourself  voluntarily, 
you  are  bound  to  follow  it  out ;  then  are  you  liable  in 
respect  of  laches  subsequent  to  the  contract.**  Now  all 
the  cases  that  have  been  cited  about  the  surety  having  a 
right  to  the  subsequent  securities  only  turn  upon  this, 
that  any  person  paying  off  a  debt  has  a  right  to  take  an 
assignment.  The  case  in  Vernon— Parsons  v.  Brid- 
dock{a) — has  been  adopted  in  some  subsequent  cases.  In 
Wright  v.  Morleg  (J),  Sir  William  Chrant  cites  that  case 
and  says  it  is  a  very  strong  case ;  and  Lord  Eldon  dis- 
tinctly, in  Craythomev.  Swinburne,  entertained  no  doubt 
that  if  it  had  not  been  from  the  nature  of  the  contract, 
that  showed  that  it  was  not  a  security  for  the  same  debt, 
he  would  have  given  the  benefit  of  that  subsequent  se- 
curity to  the  surety  on  his  paying  off  the  debt. 

(a)  Vol.  2,  p.  608.  (6)  11  Ves.,  see  p.  21. 
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Then  comes  the  case  I  have  lately  referred  to,  of  Wade  v. 
Coope(a),  before  the  Vice-Chancellor  of  England,  which 
was  this : — there  being  a.  sum  of  1,S00Z.  borrowed,  which 
was  intended  to  be  secured  originally  by  the  security  of 
three  several  bonds  of  400/.  each,  entered  into  with  the 
principal  and  one  surety  to  each  bond ;  it  appears  one 
of  the  sureties  did  not  concur  in  that  arrangement ;  how- 
ever  that  point  was  not  argued.  No  doubt  he  ought  to 
have  been  discharged  on  that  ground  if  it  was  part  of  the 
contract  that  all  the  bonds  should  be  given,  there  being 
only  two  bonds  of  400/.  each  entered  into  with  the  prin- 
cipal debtor  and  his  surety.  In  consequence  of  a  third 
bond  not  being  given,  a  mortgage  a  year  or  two  after- 
wards was  entered  into  by  the  principal  debtor,  by  which 
he  secured  to  the  creditor  the  sum  of  1,000/.  then  due 
on  the  account.  He  secured  to  him  1,000/.  in  respect  of 
what  was  due  upon  the  contract.  That  1,000/.  mortgage 
must  have  included,  and  in  the  Vice-Chancellor's  judg- 
ment he  said  it  did  include,  or  a  part  of  it,  the  400/. 
bond  for  which  the  surety  Coape,  the  Defendant  in  Wade 
V.  Coope,  had  entered  into  the  contract  of  suretyship. 
After  that,  what  took  place  was  this ;  a  second  mortgage 
was  made  of  this  property  by  the  original  mortgagor; 
and  the  principal  debtor ;  then  the  party  who  was  creditor, 
holding  the  first  mortgage  as  a  security  for  his  debt,  sued 
Coope  in  respect  of  his  400/.  bond ;  he  recovered  the  400/. 
and  then  Coope  obtained  permission  in  another  suit,  in 
which  he  fails  in  getting  an  injunction,  and  had  to  pay 
the  400/.  bond  to  pay  off  the  residue  of  the  debt  due  on 
the  mortgage,  which  was  600/.  and  odd,  and  having  paid 
that  residue  he  gets  an  assignment  of  the  mortgage.  It 
is  not,  as  Mr.  Smyth  put  it,  that  he  was  trying  to  tack 
this  bond  on  to  the  mortgage;  the. 400/.  had  been  re- 
covered at  law  against  Mr.  Coope,  which  was  an  original 
(a)  2  Sim.  155. 
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part  of  the  security  for  1,200Z.;  it  was  a  part  of  that  debt. 
What  he  does  in  effect  in  this,  he  pays  off  400/.,  part  of 
the  mortgage,  and  obtains  leave  to  pay  off  the  remainder 
and  take  an  assignment  of  the  whole.  It  was  not  pre- 
cisely the  case  of  tacking  the  bond  on  to  the  mortgage ; 
he  says,  as  against  the  party  entitled  to  the  second  mort- 
gage, I  come  in  in  priority  to  you  although  you  obtained 
your  second  mortgage  prior  to  my  having  paid  my  bond 
and  prior  to  my  having  obtained  power  to  have  the  mort- 
gage debt  assigned  to  me.  Of  course  he  was  entitled  to 
the  mortgage ;  as  to  the  600/.  which  remained,  there  was 
no  question ;  the  question  was,  whether  he  was  entitled 
to  the  400/.  ?  The  400/.  was  literally  a  part  of  the  debt 
secured  by  the  mortgage  ;  and  the  Vice-Cbancellor  held 
on  these  two  grounds  that  the  Defendant  was  not  entitled 
to  the  equity, — one  of  them  was,  that  he  sud  he  never 
knew  an  instance  in  which  a  party,  being  a  surety  for  a 
debt,  and  a  mortgage  being  given  for  another  debt,  of 
which  that  was  a  part  and  not  the  whole,  was  entitled  ta 
the  benefit  of  the  security.  Whether  that  be  so  or  not 
may  be  open  to  question.  He  held  further  that  he  never 
knew  an  instance  in  which,  where  the  security  was  given 
subsequent  to  the  debt,  the  party  had  a  right  to  insist  on 
the  equity.  I  think  it  very  possible  if  that  case  comes  to 
be  sifted,  the  latter  ground  will  be  held  the  more  feasible 
of  the  two.  He  did  in  effect  give  a  distinct  decision  that 
the  position  of  the  surety  is  this, — that  he  cannot,  prior 
to  a  payment,  insist  on  any  right  as  vested  in  himself. 
No  doubt  if  he  had  paid  off  the  400/.  and  had  got  an 
assignment  before  any  subsequent  mortgage  was  made, 
the  question  would  not  have  arisen.  And  what  I  appre- 
hend is  really  the  result  of  all  these  cases  is  this, — ^you, 
the  surety,  may  assert  all  your  rights  actively  whenever 
you  please.  When  you  assert  them  actively  the  creditor 
will  be  obliged  to  hand  over  to  you,  on  your  paying  him, 
all  the  securities  he  holds  not  disposed  of;  if  they  are 
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securities  held  at  the  date  of  the  original  contract  you 
will  be  entitled  to  them  entirely,  because  it  is  a  part  of 
the  original  contract  that  your  position  shall  not  be 
altered ;  if  they  are  subsequent,  then  your  right  and 
equity  only  arises  from  the  time  of  your  putting  yourself 
in  active*  motion,  and  not  before.    There  was  another 
case  cited  to  me  before  the  Vice-Chancellor  of  England^ 
which  I  candidly  confess  I  feel  a  great  difficulty  in  com- 
prehending, that  is  the  case  of  WUliam$  v.  Otoen  (a),  in 
which  the  Vice-Chancellor  held  this: —There  was  a  con- 
tract which  was  an  actual  existing  contract  for  a  mortgage, 
at  the  date  of  the  contract  of  suretyship  being  entered 
into;   and  after  that,  the  principal  debtor  enters  into 
a  contract  to  give  the  creditor  an  additional  charge  for 
that  security,  which  of  course  therefore  damaged  that 
security  to  the  extent  of  the  additional  charge ;  and  yet 
it  was  held  that  the  creditor  had  a  right  to  hold  that 
additional  charge  against  the  surety  paying  off  the  debt. 
Now  if  the  principles  settled  in  the  case  of  Mayhew  v. 
Crickett,  and  the  other  in  Simons  and  Stuart,  Capel  v. 
Butler,  are  correct,  I  should  have  thought  the  securi- 
ties at  the  date  of  the  original  contract  could  not  be  altered 
in  any  way  between  the  debtor  and  the  surety.   The  Vice- 
Chancellor,  in  Williams  v.  Owen,  puts  it  on  grounds  which 
may  bear  out  the  case,  the  actual  form  of  the  instrument, 
and  it  may  rest  upon  this, — that  the  surety  was  privy  to 
the  whole  transaction,  and  did  not  specially  contract  that 
there  should  be  no  further  charge  ;  he  did  not  specially 
contract  that  that  mortgage  should  not  be  altered ;  and 
the  Vice-Chancellor,  if  I  might  venture  to  express  my 
notion  of  what  fell  from  him,  though  it  is  not  so  clearly 
expressed  as  he  was  usually  in  the  habit  of  expressing 
himself,  seems  to  have  thought  that  the  express  contract 
he  was  looking  at  amounted  to  a  waiver  of  the  implied 

(a)   13  Sim.  597. 
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contract  of  the  suretyship.  If  so,  I  can  understand  the 
decision  of  the  case,  where  otherwise  it  does  seem  dis- 
tinctly contrary  to  Mayhew  v.  Crickett 

I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  go  the  whole  of  this 
length  in  this  case,  because  I  think  it  is  quite  possible  it 
may  some  day  or  other  be  appealed  from.  My  opinion 
is  that  the  party  entering  into  the  contract  of  suretyship 
does  not  place  himself  in  such  a  position  with  regard  to 
the  principal  debtor  as  to  enable  him  to  say  to  the  cre- 
ditor, I  have  a  right  to  all  securities,  past,  present  or  to 
come,  against  the  principal  debtor, — whenever  you  find 
yourself  in  the  position  of  holding  securities,  hold  them 
for  my  benefit, — you  are  not  to  damage  me  by  any  dealing 
with  them.  It  has  never  yet  been  so  held,  and  Wade  v. 
Coope  is  an  authority  the  other  way.  I  am  therefore  of 
opinion  that  I  cannot,  under  these  circumstances,  grant 
the  injunction. 
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Principal 
and  Surety, 
JENKINS  V.  ROBERTSON.  Surety. 

X  HIS  was  a  creditors*  suit  for  administering  the  estate  J.  and  B*  in- 

of  James  Robertson.     By  the  decree  made  on  further  ^f^^^  "  P'^""- 

cipai  and  surety 
directions  on  the  7th  May,  1868,  it  was  declared  that  all  to  C.     B.  dies, 

the  creditors  found  by  the  Master's  report  to  be  specialty  and  C.  in  a  ^ 

creditors  were  specialty  creditors,  except  the  Plaintiffs,  ottajng  ^  decree 

This  decree  included  one  Oeorge  Nicholson  as  a  specialty  against  his 

creditor,  and  gave  particular  directions  as  to  the  payment  estate.    A  fter- 

of  Nicholson.    The  debt  due.  to  Nicholson  was  due  to  ^.,  and  takes 

him  from  the  testator  Robertson  as  surety  in  a  bond  for  a  judgment  by 

one  Snetl.    After  the  decree,  Nicholson  brought  an  action  giving  time  * 

against  Snell,  the  principal  debtor,  and  took  a  judgment  without  the 

for  payment  by  instalments,  without  the  assent  of,  or  *"o'^*eage  oi 

communication  with,  Robertson.  Held,  this  did 

not  discharge 

On  a  motion  now  made  in  the  cause  on  behalf  of  the 
representatives  of  Nicholson,  a  question  was  raised  on 
behalf  of  other  creditors,  whether  the  transaction  above 
stated  had  not  discharged  the  surety,  and  whether  there- 
fore NicholsorCs  representatives  had  any  claim  ? 

Mr.  Qreeme  appeared  for  the  representatives  oiNichoU 
son. 

Mr.  Speed,  for  the  opposing  creditors,  contended,  that 
by  taking  the  judgment  by  arrangement  with  the  prin- 
cipal debtor,  without  the  assent  of  the  surety,  the  latter 
was  discharged.  It  would  be  clearly  so  if  it  had  been 
done  before  the  decree ;  did  then  the  decree  make  any 
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difference?  The  position  of  the  surety  was  changed^ 
for  the  creditor  had  put  it  out  of  his  own  power  to  sue 
the  principal  debtor  on  behalf  of  the  surety.  The  fact 
of  the  decree  having  been  made  did  not  prevent  this 
change  being  prejudicial  to  the  surety.  He  referred  to 
Clarke  v.  Henty  (a). 


The  Vice-chancellor,  not  calling  for  a  reply : 

I  do  not  in  any  degree  doubt  that,  as  a  general  rule, 
the  creditor,  by  giving  time  to  the  principal  debtor,  dis- 
charges the  surety ;  but  that  is  not  this  case.  This  is  a  case 
in  which  there  is  a  creditor,  who  has,  by  the  decree  in 
the  suit,  established  his  right  against  the  surety.  If  he  had 
brought  an  action  against  the  principal  debtor  before  the 
decree,  and  taken,  as  has  been  here  done,  a  judgment  by 
arrangement,  giving  time,  no  doubt  the  surety  would  be 
discharged.  But  the  creditor,  having  by  the  decree  es- 
tablished his  right  against  the  estate  of  the  surety,  has  a 
right  to  proceed  under  it ;  and  all  that  follows  is  in  the 
nature  of  execution  of  the  decree,  and  the  subsequent 
dealing  with  the  principal  debtor  does  not  operate  to  dis- 
charge the  surety  from  a  liability  under  which  he  is,  no 
longer  as  surety,  but  under  the  decree. 

The  objection  tt£s  therefore  overruled. 


(a)  3  Y.  &  Coll.  187. 
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12th  and  Uth 
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Condition, 
Election. 

HARDINGHAM  v.  THOMAS.  Salu^cL. 

±  HE   bill  was  by  George  Gatton  Hardingham  and  A  testator  by 

ArabeUa  Hardingham  his  wife.  II?  '^'^  ?*!«  *° 

^  his  married 

William  Prockter  Thomas  was  entitled  to  certain  real  %qqqi\q^  he, 
estateSj  and«  inter  alia,  to  an  estate  called  Cory  Barton,  separate  use, 
for  life,  with  power  to  appoint  to  any  children  in  such  /^ //5^*"I^^*"f• 
lnanner  as  he  might  think  fit,  with  remainders  over.  all  other  claims 

which  site  or  her 

By  a  deed  poll  made  on  the  1st  May,  1841,  he  ap-  ^oidhu^nd 
pointed  under  the  said  power  the  Cory  Barton  estate  to  „, j^^  ^^  f^i^ 
the  use  of  his  daughter  Arabella,  afterwards  Mrs.  Hard--  estate" 
ingham  (one  of  the  Plwntifis),  and  her  heirs,  subject  to  ^j^.^  ^^  ^^* 

his  own  life  estate.  like  a  case  of 

election  pro- 
The  Cory  Barton  estate  was,  together  with  other  real  perly»  nor  a 
estate,  charged  with  two  legacies,  of  S,000/.  each,  to  forfeiture ;   but 
Francis  Hole  and  Thomas  Hole,  and  these  legacies  had  that  the  legacy 
not  been  paid  at  the  time  when  the  deed  of  the  Ist  May,  ^ll^^^nto  oP^' 
1841,  was  made.  any  rights 

which  the  wife, 
or  husband  in  her  right,  might  have  against  the  estate ;  and  that  the 
husband  and  wife  were  properly  joined  as  Plaintiffs. 

A  father,  having  a  power  of  appointment  in  favour  of  children, 
appointed  an  estate,  which  was  charged  with  certain  legacies,  to  his 
daughter.  He  and  she  afterwards  sold  it  for  3,700/.,  and  the  father 
received  the  money,  and  with  it  paid  off  the  charges  on  the  estate. 
Afterwards  she  married,  and  on  her  marriage  the  father  covenanted, 
as  her  portion,  to  pay,  within  twelve  months  after  his  death,  10,000/. 
on  the  trusts  of  the  settlement,  and  to  pay  her  200/.  a  year  in  the 
mean  time.  The  transaction  of  the  appointment  and  sale  was  not 
made  known  to  the  husband  : 

Held,  that  if  the  father  ever  intended  the  appointment  for  the 
benefit  of  the  child  Tand  the  Court  thought  he  did  not),  the  settlement 
was  a  satisfiiction  or  the  debt. 
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By  a  deed  of  the  1st  May,  1841,  made  while  the 
Plaintiff  Mrs.  Hardingham  was  engaged  to  be  married 
to  the  other  Plaintiff,  her  husband,  to  which  Mrs.  Hard- 
inghanCs  father,  Mrs.  Hardingham^  then  Arabella  Tito- 
mas,  and  Francis  Hole  and  Thomas  Hole,  were  parties, — 
reciting  that  their  legacies  had  not  been  paid,  and  that 
John  Wdllery  another  party  thereto,  had  agreed  with  Mr. 
Thomas  and  his  daughter  (the  Plaintiff)  for  the  purchase 
of  the  Cory  Barton  estate  for  3,700/.,  and  that  it  had 
been  agreed  that  Francis  and  Tliomas  Hole  should  re- 
lease the  estate  from  their  legacies,  '^  being  fully  satisfied 
that  the  remainder  of  the  lands  charged  was  abundantly 
sufficient  for  answering  the  payment  of  the  said  legacies," 
— the  Cory  Barton  estate  was  conveyed,  in  consideration 
of  the  3,700/.  expressed  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Thomas  and 
his  daughter,  to  Waller  in  fee;  and  they  covenanted  in 
the  usual  way  for  title,  and  Francis  Hole  and  Thomas 
Hole  released  their  legacies. 


It  was  admitted  that  the  Plaintiff  never  received  any 
part  of  the  3,700/.,  but  her  father  received  the  whole; 
and  it  was  alleged  by  the  Plaintiff  that  she  never  knew, 
when  she  executed  the  deed,  what  it  contained,  but  exe« 
cuted  it  by  the  direction  of  her  father,  conveyed  through 
his  solicitor. 

It  was  admitted  also  that  the  testator  Thomas  paid 
3,000/.,  part  of  the  3,700/.,  in  discharge  of  the  legacies  to 
Francis  Hole  and  Thomas  Hole ;  and  that  the  remainder 
of  the  legacies  was  paid,  as  to  part  thereof,  by  the  testator, 
either  out  of  his  own  monies  or  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  other  parts  of  the  estates  charged,  and  as  to 
the  remainder,  by  a  promissory  note. 


By  the  settiement  made  on  the  marriage  of  Mrs.  Hard- 
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inffhanif  her  father,  the  testator,  covenanted,  by  way  of 
portion  for  his  daughter,  for  the  payment  within  twelve 
calendar  months  after  his  death  of  10,000/.  on  the  trusts 
of  the  settlement,  and  in  the  meantime  for  the  payment 
to  her  of  200/.  a  year.  The  trusts  of  the  10,000/.  were 
of  the  ordinary  kind,  with  an  ultimate  trust  for  the 
daughter  if  there  should  be  no  children  and  she  should 
survive  her  husband.  The  transaction  of  the  appoint- 
ment and  sale  of  the  appointed  property  was  never  com- 
municated to  the  husband.  The  marriage  took  place  in 
May,  1841. 


1854. 

Hardingbah 

Thomas. 


The  Plaintiffs  claimed  against  the  estate  of  the  testator 
TThomtu  the  3,700/.,  as  money  belongmg  to  Mrs.  Heard" 
inghamj  and  held  by  her  father  in  trust  for  her. 

The  testator,  Mr.  Thomas^  by  his  will,  which  was  dated 
the  14th  January,  1842,  gave  to  his  daughter,  described 
as  ArabeUaj  the  wife  of  Oeorge  Gatton  Hardingham, 
**  the  sum  of  S,000/.,  to  be  paid  within  two  years  after  my 
decease,  for  her  separate  use  (over  and  above  the  sum 
of  10,000/.),  which  is  to  be  paid  out  of  my  estate  upon 
or  after  my  decease,  by  virtue  of  the  settlement  executed 
upon  her  marriage,  stu:h  legacy  to  be  in  bar  and  full 
discharge  of  all  other  claims  which  she  or  her  said  hus- 
band may  have  or  make  on  my  estate;  and  I  declare  that 
her  receipt  shall  be  a  sufficient  discharge  for  the  same 
legacy.'* 

On  this  a  question  was  raised  whether  Mrs.  Harding, 
ham  was  not  put  to  her  election  between  this  legacy  and 
the  other  claims,  among  them  the  claim  to  3,700/.  which 
she  had  against  her  father's  estate ;  and  it  was  contended, 
that  if  Mrs.  Hardingham  claimed  the  legacy,  she  ought 
to  have  sued  by  her  next  friend. 
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Hardikgham 
Thomas. 


Mr.  Follett  and  Mr.  J.  V.  Prior,  for  the  Plaintifli 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Uardingham. 

On  the  question,  whether  Mrs.  Hardingham  was  put 
to  her  election  between  the  2,000Z.  legacy  and  her  other 
claims  against  the  estate  of  her  father^  and  the  consequent 
question  whether  the  bill  ought  to  have  been  by  her,  by 
her  next  friend. 

The  clause  in  the  will  is  not  a  condition  that  if  Mrs. 
Hardingham  institutes  a  claim  against  the  testator's  es- 
tate, her  claim  to  the  2,000/.  is  to  be  forfeited ;  it  is  only 
a  direction  that  the  2,000/.  is  to  be  taken  in  full  discharge 
of  any  claims  which  she  or  her  husband  may  make.  The 
S,000/.  is  to  be  taken  on  the  terms  of  indemnifying  the 
testator's  estate  against  the  claim  of  the  husband  to  that 
extent.  If  Mr.  Hardingham  in  this  suit  recovers  more 
than  2,000/.,  then  nothing  of  the  particular  legacy  of 
2,000/.  will  be  recovered ;  that  is  all.  But  if  nothing,  or 
less  than  2,000/.,  exclusive  of  the  legacy,  is  recovered, 
then  she  is  entitled  to  recover  the  whole  or  a  propor- 
tionate part  of  the  legacy.  To  have  made,  therefore, 
Mrs.  Hardingham  sue  by  her  next  friend  would  be  bad 
pleading ;  it  would  be  to  make  her  a  party  to  enable  her 
husband  to  recover  something  against  her  own  interest* 


On  the  question  of  the  3,700/. 

The  deed  must  be  taken  to  describe  the  transaction 
correctly,  unless  a  different  arrangement  is  shown ;  and 
none  is  shown.  The  appointment  was  in  favour  of  the 
daughter ;  the  produce  of  the  sale  therefore  belonged  to 
her.  It  is  not  disputed  that  the  father  had  the  money ; 
he  took  it  therefore  as  a  trustee  for  her ,-  and  no  person 
now  claiming  under  him  can  come  and  say  that  he  is 
entitled  to  any  part  of  it 
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Mr.  6la89e  and  Mr.  Rogers^  for  some  of  the  Defendants, 
and  Mr.  BaUy  and  Mr.  Ooldsmid^  for  other  Defendants 
in  the  same  interest,  opposed  the  Plaintiffs'  claims. 

If  there  ever  was  any  claim  in  Mrs.  Hardingham  to 
the  S,700Z.  it  was  satisfied  by  the  father's  covenant  on 
her  marriage  to  settle  on  her  10,000/.,  and  to  pay  her  an 
annuity  :  Wood  v.  Briant  (a) ;  Plunkett  v.  Lewis  (6). 
But  there  never  was  any  claim  in  Mrs.  Hardingham ;  it 
is  plain  the  father  never  intended  the  appointment  to 
enure  for  her  benefit. 


1854. 


Hardinohah 
Thomas. 


As  to  the  2,000/.  legacy.  Mrs.  Hardingham  ought  to 
have  sued  for  that  by  her  next  friend ;  it  is  to  her  sepa- 
rate use  and  in  bar  of  all  claims.  If  her  husband  claims 
anything,  her  legacy  is  gone,  and  therefore  they  ought 
not  to  be  joined. 

Mr.  Folktt,  in  reply. 

There  is  nothing  to  show  that  the  plaintiff's  father  did 
not  intend  to  give  her  the  benefit  of  the  appointment ; 
and  the  language  of  the  deed  must  therefore  have  its 
ordinary  effect,  and  the  money  having  come  to  Thoma/s 
hands,  was  a  debt  to  the  daughter. 


Then  it  is  said  the  settlement  was  a  satisfaction  of 
that  debt ;  that  it  was  so  intended.  But,  first,  a  settlement 
by  a  mere  covenant  to  pay  money  at  a  fixed  future  time, 
is  not  satisfaction.  The  cases  are  all  where  there  has 
been  immediate  payment.  But  where  the  money  alleged 
to  be  intended  in  satisfaction,  is  only  payable  on  the 
father's  death,  no  case  shows  that  that  is  satisfaction. 
Here  the  covenant  is  to  pay  twelve  months  after  the 


(a)  2  Atk.  521. 

(ft)  S  Hare,  SSO,  and  the 


cases    collected 
Leg.  57. 


m 
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1854. 
Hardimgham 

V. 

Thomas. 


father's  death ;  but  the  3f^00L,  assuming  it  as  I  do  to 
have  been  a  debt,  was  payable  immediately  on  the  father's 

death. 

As  to  the  legacy  of  ZflOOL,  that  is  only  to  be  a  pay- 
ment j?ro  tanto.  If  Mrs.  Hardingham  recovers  it,  it  is 
only  a  discharge  of  the  estate  as  against  the  husband  pro 
tantOf  and  the  Plaintiff  and  her  husband  are  therefore 
properly  joined. 

A  material  question  arose  also  as  to  costs.  The  bill 
originally  made  extensive  statements,  which  were  an- 
swered, and  then  by  amendment  these  statements  were 
struck  out  as  untenable.  The  Defendants  claimed  to 
have  the  costs  which  they  had  been  put  to  by  the  plead- 
ings, &c.,  rendered  necessary  by  the  abandoned  state- 
ments. They  cited  Mavor  v.  jDry(a);  Masserene  v. 
Lyndon  {b);  Monck  v.  Lord  Tankerville{c);  Dekacney 
V.  Delawney  {d). 

There  were  other  questions,  but  these  were  the  ques- 
tions most  material,  and  principally  argued. 


The  Vice-Chancellor  : 

14th  June.  On  the  1st  of  May,  1841,  William  Prockter  Thanuu 

Judgment.  appointed  to  the  Plaintiff,  Mrs.  Hardingham^  one  of  his 
three  daughters,  the  Cory  Barton  estate,  subject  to  his 
life  interest;  and  by  a  deed  dated  the  4th  May,  the 
Plaintiff  and  her  father  conveyed  the  appointed  estate  to 
Waller,  for  3,700Z. 

It  is  not  stated  when  the  deed   of  the    1st   May 


(a)  2  Sim.  &  Stu.  113. 
(6)  2B.  C.  C.  291. 


(c)  10  Sim.  284. 

(rf)  14  Law  J.  (N.S.)  50. 
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was  executed.  However,  it  is  obvious  to  me  that  the 
two  instruments  were  parts  of  one  transaction.  At  the 
time  of  this  transaction,  the  Plaintiff  was  about  to  be 
married,  and  a  settlement  was  made,  by  which  the  father 
covenanted  that  his  representatives  should  pay,  after  his 
death,  10,000/.  on  the  trusts  of  the  settlement,  and  that 
in  the  meantime  he  or  they  should  pay  her  2001.  a  year. 


1854. 


Hardimohak 

V. 

Thomas. 


Now  there  are  three  possible  theories  in  explanation 
of  this  transaction.  The  first  is,  that  the  appointment 
was  intended  as  a  bond  fide  appointment  for  the  benefit 
of  Mrs.  Hcardingham ;  and  the  sale  to  Waller  only  in- 
tended to  carry  out  that,  that  she  might  have  the  benefit 
either  in  the  shape  of  the  estate,  or  of  the  produce  of  the 
sale  of  it.  The  second  theory  is,  that  in  fact  Mr.  Hio- 
mas  intended  a  benefit  to  himself,  and  used  this  machinery 
of  the  power  in  order  to  get  the  estate  sold,  that  he  might 
be  enabled  to  receive  the  produce.  That  would  of  course 
be  a  fraud  on  the  power,  a  fraud  altogether,  and  void  as 
against  Mrs.  Hardingham,  The  third  theory  is,  that 
the  intention  was  to  use  the  machinery  of  the  appoint- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  realizing  the  property,  in  order 
to  discharge  the  Cory  Barton  estate  from  certain  charges 
upon  it.  Now,  if  I  were  under  the  necessity  of  deciding 
on  the  facts  as  they  stand,  and  assuming  the  facts  to  be 
as  they  are  represented,  I  think  the  very  last  of  these 
tlieories  that  I  should  adopt,  would  be  the  one  first  sug- 
gested. I  think  my  choice  would  lie  between  the  other 
two,  and  would  rather  be  for  the  third.  However,  it  is 
not  material  which  is  the  correct  view,  because,  as  I 
understand,  3,000/.  was  paid  in  discharge  of  the  legacies 
to  Messrs.  Hole  out  of  the  3,700/.,  and  the  deed  contains 
a  statement  that  the  Messrs.  Hole  concur  in  releasing 
the  Cory  Barton  estate.  On  the  face  of  that  statement 
they  do  not,  it  is  true,  allude  to  that  payment ;  however,. 
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if  the  fact  be  that  out  of  the  3,700/.,  3,0002.  was  paid  to 
the  legatees,  with  S002.  more  afterwards,  and  that  at  a 
subsequent  period  Mr.  Thonuts  paid  out  of  his  money,  or 
at  all  events  paid  the  4,000/.,  I  think  I  ought  to  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  there  was  no  intention  to  make  thb 
appointment  for  the  benefit  of  the  Plaintiff,  but  that  the 
intention  was  either  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Thomas^  in 
fraud  of  the  power,  or  what  would  be  in  a  sense  also  for 
the  benefit  of  Mr.  Thomas,  for  the  benefit  of  the  estate, 
by  freeing  it  from  the  charges. 


The  Plaintiff  does  not  suggest  that  any  thing  was  said 
by  her  &ther  that  he  intended  to  appoint  to  her  for  her 
benefit  But  surely,  if  the  father  had  so  intended,  he 
would  in  some  of  his  communications  have  stated  it  If 
he  communicated  any  thing  to  her,  he  must  hare  com- 
municated to  her  that  it  was  his  intention  to  benefit  her, 
if  that  was  his  intention.  She  does  not  appear  to  have 
considered  that  she  was  to  benefit  Then,  after  she 
married,  there  was  no  communication  to  Mr.  Harding-- 
bam  on  the  subject  If  the  3,700/.  were  really  in  the 
father's  hands  as  trust  money,  it  would  be  a  strange  thing 
that  no  notice  of  that  fact  should  be  given  to  the  hus- 
band. By  the  settlement  the  father  covenanted  to  pay 
10,000/.,  and  to  settle  on  his  daughter  SOO/.  a  year  in  the 
mean  time.  That  was  what  he  meant  for  her  provision; 
khH,  prima  facUy  it  would  be  in  satisfaction  of  the  previous 
provision.  But  then  it  is  said  that,  in  cases  where  the 
question  has  arisen  as  to  legacies,  the  Court  has  looked 
at  the  circumstances  of  variation  in  interest  or  time,  which 
would  rebut  the  presumption  of  satisfaction.  But  here 
the  claim  of  Mrs.  Hardingham,  if  she  had  one,  is  for 
3,700/.  Now,  the  10,000/.  is,  it  is  true,  not  due  at  the 
death  of  the  father,  but  twelve  months  after,  and  in  the 
mean  time,  instead  of  interest,  he  covenants  to  pay  to  his 
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daughter  200/.,  which  is  much  more  than  the  interest  of 
S,700L  Can  it,  under  these  circumstances,  be  supposed 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  parties  that  the  3,700/. 
was  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Thomas  as  a  trustee 
for  his  daughter  ?  It  appears  to  me  that,  on  ihe  ground 
of  intention,  there  is  no  foundation  at  all  for  the  claim ; 
that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Plaintiff  himself,  or  of 
any  %f  the  parties  to  the  transaction,  that  any  benefit 
should  arise  to  her  firom  the  appointment  of  the  Cory 
Barton  estate  to  her,  or  from  the  3,700/. 


1854. 
Habdimoham 

V. 

Tbohas. 


The  next  point  is  as  to  the  election  of  Mrs.  Harding* 
ham,  under  the  will  of  her  father,  between  the  legacy  of 
2,000/.  bequeathed  by  that  will,  and  the  other  claims  she 
now  puts  forward  against  the  estate  of  the  testator. 


Now,  this  is  not  like  the  case  of  a  legacy  to  A.,  r 
married  woman,  in  bar  of  the  dower  which  A.  may  take. 
It  is  a  legacy  to  A»  in  bar  and  discharge  of  all  the  claims 
which  she  or  her  husband  may  make  against  the  tes- 
tator's estate.  Whatever  w^re  the  rights  that  the  hus- 
band had,  no  legacy  given  to  his  wife  for  her  separate 
use  can  prejudice  his  claim  to  such  rights  as  he  has ;  if 
he  chooses  to  assert  them,  his  wife  cannot  prevent  him. 
But  the  legacy  being  given  in  bar  and  discharge  of  any 
claim  which  the  wife  or  her  husband  have,  if  the  husband, 
claiming  by  the  marriage,  insists  on  his  right  to  enforce 
any  payments  due  to  him  from  the  estate  of  Prockter, 
then  the  2,000/.  legacy,  so  far  as  there  has  been  any 
payment  of  it  to  the  Plaintiff,  must  be  applied,  pro 
tanto,  in  recouping  the  estate  against  what  Mr.  Harding- 
ham  claims.  If  I  were  to  compel  this  suit  to  be  by 
Mrs.  Hardingham  alone,  I  should  be  in  fact  compelling 
Mr.  Hardingham  to  sacrifice  his  rights.    I  think,  there* 
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fore^  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  bill  should  have  been  by 
Mrs.  Hardinghamf  by  her  next  friend. 

On  the  question  of  the  costs  of  the  unsupported  state- 
ments of  the  billy  the  Vice-Chancellor  was  of  opinion  that, 
being  struck  out,  and  there  being  no  evidence  upon 
them,  he  had  nothing  before  him  to  show  whether  they 
were  unreasonable  or  not.  He  could  not  assume  them 
against  the  Plaintiff  to  have  been  absurd  and  unreason* 
able,  and  could  not,  therefore,  distinguish  those  costs 
from  the  general  costs. 
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25th  April  and 

4th  July. 

Feme  Coverte, 
Separate  Estate, 

General  Power 
of  Appointment 

VAUGHAN  V.  VANDERSTEGEN(a),  %^^l' 

X  HIS  came  on  to  have  a  point  argued  not  raised  on  A  married  wo- 

the  original  hearing-  ™*"  ^^^  *  ^»^« 

^  ^  estate  m  per- 

sonalty to  her 
Mr.  Baily  and  Mr.  Smt/the,  for  Gates,  contended,  separate  use, 
that  assuming  the  appointment  of  Lady  Dunboyne  not  to  ^^^  of  ap-* 
take  effect  in  favour  of  her  creditors,  if  there  had  been  pointment  by 
no  fraud,  yet  the  fraud  practised  by  her  in  holding  her-  JJ^^JJ*^*^^'  '^^®- 
self  out  to  be  a  feme  sole,  would  have  the  eflfect  during  nient,over.  She 
her  life  of  depriving  her  of  the  benefit  of  her  disability,  ^*^  *^^9  ^f^, 
and  bad  the  same  effect  as  regarded  those  who  claimed  settled,  except 
under  her  appointment;  that  it  placed  her  in  the  same  that,  in  default 
position  as  if  she  had  been,  what  she  represented  herself  ^j  api^intment, 
to   be,  a  feme   sole.      Consequently,   her  appointment  mitation  was  to 

enured  by  reason  of  the  fraud  for  the  benefit  of  the  ere-  J^^f  *"^  ^^^ 

heirs,  so  that 

,.-,-.  -  m  '       »      X  her  husband 

(a)  See  this  case  reported      are  sufficient  for  the  purpose  sIiqu]^]  qq(  y^^ 

on  the  principal  point,  ante,      of  the  point  on  which  the  case  benefited  by 
p.  ^89.  The  facts  there  stated      was  further  argued.  the  curtesy. 

She  borrowed 
money,  fraudulently  representing  herself  to  be  single,  and  purported 
to  execute  a  mortgage  of  some  of  the  settled  real  estate,  with  the 
ordinary  covenant  to  pay.  Afterwards,  she  by  will  appointed  her 
freehold  and  personal  estate  chiefiy  to  her  children,  and  then  died : 
Held,  that,  by  the  fraud,  the  married  woman  made  the  appointed 
estate  liable  as  general  assets,  as  if  she  had  been  a  feme  sole  in  re- 
spect of  it ;  and  that  the  mortgagee  had  a  right  not  only  to  a  charge 
on  the  mortgaged  real  estate  to  which  she  was  entitled  in  remainder, 
but,  if  it  was  not  sufficient,  he  was,  by  reason  of  the  fraud,  to  rank 
as  a  creditor  on  her  general  assets,  and  to  take  the  appointed  per- 
sonal fund,  if  there  was  not  enough  without. 

The  decision  in  Vaugkan  v.  Vanderstegent  ante,  p.  165,  confirmed, 
where  there  is  no  fraud. 
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ditors.  They  cited  Savage  v.  Foster  {a)  \  Stead  v. 
Clay(b);  Rawlings  y.  BeU(c);  Janes  v.  Kearney  {d); 
Hughes  v.  Welbie);  Shipton  v.  Rawlins  (f);  Wright 
V.  Snawe(g);  Evroy  v.  Nicholas  {h)\  Watts  v.  Crc»- 
treZZ(i);  Cory  v.  Gertchen{h)  ;  Overton  y.  Banister  (J); 
Stiheman  y.  Dawson  (m) ;  Clayton  v.  ^<2aii»  (n). 


Mr.  Olasse,  for  Mr.  TTotf^A^  another  creditor,  stated 
that  his  debt  was  created  in  184S,  before  the  marriage 
with  Lord  Dunboyne,  and  as  her  husband  survived  her, 
the  debt  was  payable  out  of  her  general  estate ;  therefore 
the  execution  of  the  power  would  enure  for  the  benefit 
of  the  creditor :  Woodman  v.  Chapman  (o). 

Mr.  Willcoch,  for  Harvey  and  wife. 

In  Savage  v.  Foster,  the  widow  having  been  guilty 
while  coverte,  of  fraud,  the  Court  compelled  her  to  do 
what  she  was  capable  of  doing  to  complete  the  title  of 
the  purchaser,  whom  she  had  by  fraud  allowed  to  pur- 
chase without  giving  him  notice  of  her  title. 

But  could  the  Court  here  have  decreed  Lady  Dun- 
boyne  to  make  a  will  ?  Could  it  have  decreed  that  she 
should  never  revoke  ?  and  if  it  did,  and  she  did  neverthe- 
less revoke,  and  die,  would  that  decree  bind  a  stranger  to 


(a)  9  Mod.  35. 
(6)  lSim.294,and4Ru88. 
550. 
(c)  1  C.  B.  Rep.  951. 
Id)  1  Dru.  &  War.  134. 
(<f)  9  Hare,  749, 
(/)  4  Hare,  619. 
ig)  2  De  G.  &  Sma.  321. 


(h)  ft  Eq.  Ca.  Abr.  488; 
1  De  G.  &  Sma.  118,  n. 
(t)  9  Vin.  415. 
{k)  %  Madd.  40. 
(0  3  Hare,  503. 
(ill)  1  De  G.  &  Sma.  90. 
(fi)  6  T.  Rep.  604. 
(o)  1  Camp*  189. 
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it  ?  Fraad  cannot  have  a  greater  effect  than  any  contract 
she  could  make.  He  referred  to  Kellaway  v.  Johnson  (a). 
The  effect  of  the  cases  cited  on  the  other  side  is  merely 
this : — A  married  woman  who  has  contracted  a  debt  or  a 
liability,  representing  herself  to  be  sole,  shall  not  have 
the  active  interference  of  this  Court  in  her  favour;  not 
that  this  Court  can,  in  favour  of  the  party  defrauded^ 
attach  property  over  which  the  feme  coverte  had  only  a 
power  of  appointment.  The  Court  in  this  case  could  not 
have  compelled  her  to  make  a  will,  and  a  deed  she  had 
no  power  to  make ;  nor  could  she  do  any  act  which  could 
make  her  will  irrevocable.  As  to  the  real  estate,  she  pur- 
ported to  create  a  mortgage,  and  nothing  more.  That 
has  been  decided  in  the  cause  to  be  bad.  Can  the  Court 
then  say  she  has  done,  or  shall  be  held  to  have  done, 
something  else  to  bind  the  estate  intended  to  be  mort- 
gaged? 

Mr.  Faher  with  him. 

It  is  said  that  as  to  Mr.  Gates'  debt,  it  is  a  liability 
arising  out  of  a  fraud,  which  makes  a  married  woman 
liable  as  a  feme  sole.  If  that  were  so,  at  any  rate,  first 
the  general  estate  must  be  applied,  and  the  real  estate 
descended  must  be  applied  before  the  appointed  property 
could  be  touched. 

But  as  to  the  fraud.  In  Savage  v.  Foster^  the  prin- 
cipal case  on  the  other  side,  the  married  woman  was 
compelled  to  complete  her  conveyance ;  that  is  all  that 
was  done,  and  there  is  no  authority  for  coming,  after  the 
death  of  a  feme  coverte,  against  the  property  which  she 
has  appointed.     Stead  v.  Clay  is  only  a  case  of  injunc- 


1854. 


(a)  5  Beav.  319. 
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Vauohait 
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tioDy  and  it  was  not  in  that  case  necessary  to  determine 
more  than  that  there  might  be  a  case,  and  no  more  was 
determined. 

Mr.  JEUis  appeared  for  the  trustees  of  the  settlement. 


Mr.  DanieU  and  Mr.  Oreene,  for  the  Plaintifi. 

If  the  fraud  had  been  discoTcred  during  the  life  of 
Lady  JDunboyne,  it  may  be  that  the  Court  would  have 
interfered  to. act  upon  her  so  fiv  as  it  could.  But  now 
that  she  is  dead,  and  new  rights  have  arisen  in  third  per- 
sonsy  how  can  they  be  affected?  The  proposition  on 
the  other  side  is,  that  by  fraud  Lady  Ihaiboyne  could 
acquire  a  power  of  disposition  which  she  had  not  by  law. 
How  can  such  a  proposition  be  nudntained  ?  They  re- 
ferred to  Heme  v.  J9erftuAire(a). 

Further,  CraUt  is  not  in  possession;  he  comes  for 
active  interference  against  parties  claiming  innocently. 
They  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  fraud.  Savage  ▼.  Faster 
does  not  therefore  touch  this  case,  that  being  a  case  in 
which  the  party  committing  the  fraud  was  the  party 
claiming  the  benefit  of  her  disability.  Besides,  that  case 
is  not  law,  for  it  has  been  decided,  in  Jardam,  ▼.  Janes  (&), 
that  the  Court  cannot  compel  a  married  woman  to  execute 
a  disentailing  deed. 

Mr.  Aafy,  in  reply,  refienred  to  the  r^strar*s  note  of 
Norton,  v.  TWriff  (c),  as  a  case  directly  in  point.  He 
cited  also  Ba^U  t.  Dctc(rf). 


(«)  5  I>e  G.  &  Sroa.  702 ; 
on  appeal,  S  Dc  G.  M*N.  & 
Gord.  80. 

(6)  %  Phil.  170. 


(c)  2  P.  WiU  lU. 

(lO  1  You.  &  Col.  (Ch.) 
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The  Vice-Chanceixor  : 

Sometime  after  I  had  pronounced  my  opinion  on  the 
first  argument  of  this  case  of  Vauglian  v.  Vanderstegen, 
two  cases  were  mentioned  by  counsel  which  were  con- 
sidered to  be  authorities  in  favour  of  an  opposite  conclu- 
sion to  that  at  which  I  had  arrived.  The  conclusion  at 
which  I  had  arrived  was^  that  property  appointed  by  a 
married  woman  under  a  power  was  not  liable,  in  the  or- 
dinary case,  to  her  (so  called)  debts  contracted  by  her 
during  coverture.  I  have  examined  the  two  cases  which 
have  been  cited,  and  I  have  reconsidered  the  whole  sub- 
ject ;  and  the  result  is,  that  I  find  myself  entirely  con- 
firmed in  the  opinion  which  I  before  expressed  on  the 
general  question.  At  the  same  time,  I  was  led  to  think, 
that,  consistently  with  the  view  which  I  entertained  on 
the  general  question,  there  were  certain  circumstances 
attending  the  cases  of  two  of  the  persons  claiming  to  be 
creditors,  namely,  Mr.  Gates  and  Mr.  Waugh,  which 
might  entitle  them  to  stand  on  a  different  footing  from 
ordinary  creditors,  or  persons  claiming  to  be  ordinary 
creditors ;  and  I  was,  therefore,  desirous  that  the  matter 
should  be  re-argued  on  that  point;  and  the  argument 
naturally  led  to  something  of  re-argument  of  the  whole 
case,  which  I  did  not  discourage,  because  I  was  very 
glad  to  be  assisted  by  counsel  in  the  matter.  I  will  now 
state  my  opinion  with  regard  to  those  two  claimants, 
premising  some  observations  on  the  general  question  in 
addition  to  those  which  I  made  on  a  former  occasion. 


1854. 


4th  July. 
Judgment* 


That,  as  a  general  rule,  a  married  woman  cannot  con- 
tract an  ordinary  debt,  is  a  proposition,  I  apprehend,  too 
clear  to  admit  of  any  controversy.  If  a  person  lends 
money  to  a  married  woman,  whether  it  be  lent  to  her  on 
bond  or  note,  or  on  mere  verbal  promise  to  pay,  or  if  he 
sells  her  goods,  he  cannot  recover  the  money  lent,  or  the 
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value  of  the  goods  supplied,  from  her,  either  during  the 
coverture  or  after  she  becomes  a  widow,  in  case  she  sur- 
vives her  husband.  Nor  can  he  recover  it  after  her 
death  from  her  executors  or  administrators.  If  the  goods 
supplied  are  goods  necessary  to  maintain  her  in  the  con- 
dition of  life  in  which  she  stands,  her  husband  having 
omitted  to  supply  her  therewith,  or  if  the  money  be  lent 
to  her  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  such  necessaries,  the 
debt  is  the  debt  of  the  husband—the  husband  is  liable 
for  it— it  is  not  the  debt  of  the  wife.  If  he  supplies  her 
with  goods  beyond  what  are  necessaries,  having  regard 
to  her  condition,  or  lends  her  money  beyond  that  point, 
he  cannot  recover  it,  either  from  the  husband  or  from  the 
wife ;  at  all  events  the  wife  is  not  liable.  That  general 
proposition,  I  apprehend,  does  not  admit  of  any  contro- 
versy ;  and  the  case,  which  is  frequently  referred  to  in 
the  books  as  an  exception  to  that,  like  every  other  excep- 
tion, founded  on  a  special  reason,  establishes  the  rule.  I 
mean  the  case  where,  by  the  custom  of  London,  a  mar- 
ried woman  carries  on  a  trade  on  her  own  account  ex- 
clusively, her  husband  not  in  any  way  interfering  with 
it ;  by  the  custom  of  London,  for  that  special  reason,  a 
married  woman  can  contract  a  debt.  But,  as  I  have 
said,  that  exception,  founded  on  a  special  reason,  in  fact 
establishes  the  general  rule.  And  this  general  rule  is 
not  merely  a  rule  of  law,  it  is  a  rule  of  equity.  A  Court 
of  equity  regards  that  rule  just  as  much  as  a  Court  of  law 
does,  subject  to  the  exception  of  the  special  case  of  pro- 
perty settled  to  the  separate  use  of  a  married  woman, 
which  I  will  consider  in  a  moment  If  the  assets  of  a 
married  woman  are  being  administered  in  a  Court  of 
equity,  a  person,  claiming  as  a  creditor  by  reason  of  a 
contract  she  has  made  during  her  coverture  for  money 
lent  or  goods  supplied,  could  never  be  allowed  to  stand 
as  a  creditor  against  her  general  assets. 
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But  a  Court  of  Equity  has  established  this  well  known 
principlei  that  property  may  be  so  settled  to  the  separate 
use  of  a  married  woman,  that,  in  respect  of  the  property 
thus  settled,  she  is,  in  fact,  constituted  a  feme  sole.  In 
respect  of  that  particular  property,  but  only  to  the  extent 
of  property  so  settled,  she  is  regarded  as  a  feme  sole, 
having  all  those  rights  and  incidents  which  a  feme  sole 
has  in  respect  of  her  property, — the  right  of  enjoying  the 
property,  the  right  of  disposing  of  the  property  as  she 
pleases,  and  the  right  and  capacity  to  contract  debts  in 
respect  of  such  property,  that  is,  payable  out  of  such 
property.  But,  of  course,  her  condition  as  a  feme  sole, 
or  as  being  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  feme  sole,  is  limited 
entirely  by  the  extent  of  the  property  which  is  thus 
settled  to  her  separate  use ;  and  if  property  be  settled  to 
her  separate  use  and  she  contracts  debts,  so  far  as  the 
property  settled  to  her  separate  use  will  extend  it  will 
be  liable  to  pay  her  debts ;  but  any  other  property  she  is 
owner  of,  whether  real  or  personal,  would  not  be  liable 
to  pay  those  debts,  any  more  than  if  she  had  no  property 
at  all  settled  to  her  separate  use. 


1854. 


Then  comes  the  question,  which  was  in  fact  the  point 
mainly  argued — the  question,  whether  property  which  is 
made  subject  to  a  power  of  appointment  by  a  married 
woman  is  property  settled  to  her  separate  use  ?  It  was 
contended,  that  if  property  is  limited  subject  to  a  power 
of  appointment  by  a  married  woman,  that  property  is 
property  standing  settled  to  her  separate  use,  and  the 
argument  in  support  of  it  (I  think  I  may  say  the  only 
argument,  but  certainly  the  main  argument  in  support 
of  it)  was  this, — that  if  she  have  a  power  of  appoint- 
ment, she  may,  by  the  exercise  of  that  power,  dispose  of 
the  property  without  the  intervention  of  her  husband; 
and  therefore  it  is  property  settled  to  her  separate  use. 
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In  fact,  the  argument  stands  thus :— property  settled  to 
the  separate  use  of  a  married  woman  may  be  disposed  of 
by  her  without  the  intervention  of  her  husband ;  property 
which  she  has  the  power  to  appoint  may  be  disposed  of 
by  her  without  the  intervention  of  her  husband ;  therefore 
the  one  is  the  same  thing  as  the  other,  that  is,  that  there 
being  two  things  which  have  one  quality  or  incident  in 
common,  therefore  they  are  the  same  thing.  Now  that 
is  reasoning  which  I  confess  I  cannot  accede  to. 


Let  us  consider  the  matter  a  little  further.  When  it 
is  contended  that  property  which  is  subject  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  married  woman  under  a  power  given  to 
her  is  property  settled  to  her  separate  use,  does  the  pro- 
position mean  this, — that  while  the  power  exists,  and 
before  it  has  been  exercised,  it  is  property  settled  to  her 
separate  use  ?  Suppose  property  is  limited  to  a  married 
womaii  for  her  life,  with  a  limitation  to  her  children,  and 
in  default  of  children  living  at  her  death,  or  in  default  of 
issue  living  at  her  death,  then  it  is  limited  to  such  uses 
or  upon  such  trusts,  or  for  the  benefit  of  such  persons  as 
she  shall  by  deed  or  will  appoint,  or  as  she  shall  by  will 
appoint.  Does  the  proposition  mean  that,  in  that  state 
of  things,  when  nothing  has  been  done,  the  property  then 
stands  settled  to  her  separate  use?  I  suppose  that  must 
be  the  meaning  of  the  proposition,  because  the  argument 
is,  that  she  has  power  to  dispose  of  it  independently  of 
her  husband,  and  for  that  reason  it  is  property  settled  to 
her  separate  use.  Therefore  when  the  proposition  is 
examined  it  must  mean  that  when  property  is  subject  to 
her  appointment,  before  she  has  exercised  the  power  at 
all,  it  stands  limited  to  her  separate  use,  because  she  may 
dispose  of  it  by  exercising  the  power  without  the  inter- 
vention of  her  husband. 
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Now,  let  us  consider  that  for  a  moment.  In  the  first 
place,  is  it  settled  to  her  use  at  all  ?  Take  the  case  of  a 
man ;  a  man  has  a  power  of  appointment.  Is  that  pro- 
perty limited  to  his  use  ?  Clearly  not  And  it  signifies 
nothing  whether  the  donee  of  the  power  is  a  man  or  a 
married  woman ;  in  neither  case  is  the  property  limited 
to  the  use  of  the  donee  of  the  power.  If  it  is  not  limited 
to  the  use  of  the  married  woman  at  all,  which  of  course 
it  is  not,  how  can  it  be  limited  to  her  separate  use  ?  I 
confess  it  appears  to  me  a  proposition  which  requires 
only  a  little  consideration  to  show  how  entirely  unten- 
able it  is.  How  can  property  stand  settled  to  the  sepa- 
rate use  of  a  married  woman  when  it  does  not  stand 
settled  to  her  use  at  all  ?  Now  this  may  be  placed  in  a 
more  obvious,  and  perhaps  more  striking  light,  by  just 
taking  this  very  case  of  Lady  Dunhoyne  which  is  now 
before  me.  Here  was  property  limited  to  the  use  or  for 
the  benefit  of  a  married  woman  for  her  life,  and  after  her 
death,  in  the  event  of  there  being  no  children  (it  is  no 
matter  whether  there  be  the  intervention  of  children  or 
not),  it  is  to  go  as  she  shall  by  will  appoint  Now,  how 
is  it  possible  to  say  that  that  reversion  or  remainder,  ex- 
pectant on  her  death,  stands  limited  to  her  separate  use  ? 
It  is  true  it  has  one  of  the  incidents  of  property  limited 
to  her  separate  use,  namely,  that  she  may  dispose  of  it 
(but  only  by  a  particular  act  and  in  a  particular  manner) 
without  the  intervention  of  her  husband.  But  has  it  the 
other  incidents  of  property  limited  to  the  separate  use  ? 
Can  she  deal  with  it  as  she  likes  ?  If  property  is  limited 
to  the  separate  use  of  a  married  woman  she  may  deal 
with  it  in  any  way  in  which  a  feme  sole  or  a  man  may 
deal  with  it.  But  that  is  not  the  case  here.  She  cannot 
enjoy  it,  she  cannot  dispose  of  it,  except  by  doing  a  par- 
ticular act.  In  short,  it  is  no  more  property  settled  to 
her  separate  use  than  property  which  is  her  own  fee 
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simple  estate.  The  mere  incident  of  its  being  disposable 
by  a  particular  act  without  the  intervention  of  her  hus- 
band cannot  make  it  property  settled  to  her  separate  use. 

But  look  a  little  fiirther.  The  doctrine,  that  property 
may  be  settled  to  the  separate  use  of  a  married  woman, 
is  a  doctrine  exclusively  of  a  Court  of  Equity.  It  was 
created  by  a  Court  of  Equity ;  it  is  exclusively  cognizable 
by  a  Court  of  Equity.  A  Court  of  Law  knows  no  more 
about  the  doctrine  of  property  settled  to  the  separate  use 
of  a  married  woman  than  it  does  of  an  equity  of  redemp- 
tion, or  of  any  other  matter  which  is  exclusively  the  crea- 
tion, and  within  the  jurisdiction,  of  a  Court  of  Equity. 
Now,  if  that  be  so,  take  an  ordinary  case.  I  will  take 
the  case  of  real  estate,  because  that  may  stand  limited  to 
uses,  so  as  to  admit  of  the  limitation  of  legal  estates  in 
remainder.  Suppose  real  estate  limited  to  the  use  of  a 
married  woman  for  life,  and  after  her  death  to  the  use  of 
such  persons  as  she  shall  by  deed  or  will  appoint,  or  as 
she  shall  by  will  appoint,  with  a  limitation  in  default  of 
appointment  to  the  use  of  a  stranger  in  fee.  These  are 
legal  estates,  with  a  legal  power.  If  she  exercises  the 
power,  the  estates  which  she  creates  by  the  exercise  of  the 
power  are  legal  estates.  The  power,  and  the  exercise  of 
the  power,  and  the  estates  created  under  it,  are  under  the 
exclusive  jurisdiction  and  cognizance  of  a  Court  of  Law. 
But  the  proposition  is,  that  because  it  is  a  power  which 
she  may  exercise  without  the  intervention  of  her  husband, 
the  remainder  is  settled  to  her  separate  use.  If  it  be  so, 
then  the  doctrine  of  separate  use  in  a  married  woman, 
and  of  her  being  regarded  as  a  feme  sole  in  respect  of 
property  so  settled,  so  far  from  being  the  exclusive  doc- 
trine of  a  Court  of  Equity  (as  up  to  this  hour  has  been 
invariably  asserted  or  assumed)  is  in  fact  equally  recog- 
nized and  acted  upon  by  Courts  of  Law. 
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Now  really,  when  these  matters  are  considered,  it 
appears  to  roe,  that  the  proposition,  that  a  power  of  ap- 
pointment in  a  married  woman  is  property  settled  to  her 
separate  use,  is  a  mere  confusion  of  the  boundaries  be- 
tween property  and  power,  between  estate  and  power, 
which  now  at  least*  after  so  many  years  and  centuries  of 
discussion,  I  conceive  to  be  clearly  established;  and  if 
we  introduce  confusion  between  property  and  power,  we 
really  unsettle  all  the  principles  of  law  applicable  to  pro- 
•  perty.  An  estate  limited  either  to  the  use  of  a  mar- 
ried woman,  or  in  trust  for  a  married  woman,  whether  it 
be  for  life  or  in  fee,  is  the  married  woman's  property, 
just  as  it  is  in  the  case  of  a  man  or  a  feme  sole ;  but  pro- 
perty limited  to  such  uses  or  upon  such  trusts  as  she 
shall  appoint,  whether  it  be  by  way  of  present  interest, 
or  by  way  of  reversion  or  remainder,  is  not  property  in 
the  married  woman  at  all,  but  simply  power. 
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Now,  as  this  was  the  point  on  which  the  argument 
mainly  turned,  I  would  wish  to  suggest  a  few  cases  of  the 
most  ordinary  occurrence,  without  searching  for  rare  and 
uncommon  cases,  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  what  I 
conceive  to  be  the  principle  applicable  to  this  question. 
Let  me  take  the  case,  first  of  all,  where  property  is  limited 
to  such  uses,  or  in  such  manner,  or  upon  such  trusts,  as  a 
married  woman  shall  appoint,  where  the  power  is  created 
before  her  marriage.  Let  roe  take  the  case  of  real  estate 
standing  limited  to  the  use  (and  I  take  legal  estates  now 
in  the  first  instance)  of^.  for  life,  with  remainder  to 
A.'s  children,  and,  in  default  of  A.^s  children,  with  re- 
mainder to  such  uses  as  £.,  a  feme  sole,  shall  appoint. 
Or,  which  will  be  just  the  same  thing,  suppose  the  life 
estate  is  limited  to  the  use  of  B.,  a  feme  sole,  with  a  limi- 
tation to  her  children,  and  in  default  of  children  to  such 
uses  as  she,  the  feme  sole,  shall  appoint,  and  she  is  still 
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a  feme  sole — will  any  body  say  that  that  remainder  or 
reversion  is  limited  to  her  separate  use?  Nobody,  I 
presume,  will  contend  it  is  so.  In  that  state  o(  things, 
the  woman  marries,  no  new  settlement  of  this  property 
being  made.  Does  that  marriage  make  this  power 
suddenly  become  property  settled  to  her  separate  use? 
By  what  contrivance,  by  what  process,  is  that  done? 
Well,  here  then  we  have  the  case  in  which  property  in 
remainder  or  reversion  stands  limited  to  such  uses  as  a 
married  woman  shall  appoint,  she  having  had  the  power 
before  she  married,  and  then  having  married.  Is  this 
property  settled  to  her  separate  use?  No;  it  has  not 
been  contended  it  is ;  and  yet  she  may  dispose  of  that, 
independently  of  her  husband.  Therefore,  it  is  not 
merely  because  it  possesses  the  incident  of  being  dispos- 
able by  the  wife  independently  of  her  husband,  that  it  is 
property  settled  to  her  separate  use ;  and  if  it  be  a  l^al 
power,  it  cannot  be  her  separate  property,  because  a 
Court  of  Equity  has  nothing  to  do  with  it — a  Court  of 
Law  alone  has  cognizance  of  it.  Now,  instead  of  legal 
estates  and  a  legal  power,  suppose  the  estates  and  the 
power  to  be  equitable,  the  case  being  in  all  other  respects 
the  same.  Property  stands  limited  to  trustees  in  trust 
for  a  feme  sole  for  her  life,  or  in  trust  for  A,,  a  stranger, 
for  his  life,  and  after  the  death  of  the  tenant  for  life,  in 
trust  for  such  uses  as  the  feme  sole  shall  by  deed  or  will, 
or  by  will  only,  appoint  Well,  before  her  marriage,  no 
one  would  contend  that  such  reversion  is  settled  to  her 
separate  use.  Then  she  marries.  Upon  what  principle 
does  the  power  become  thereby  property  settled  to  her 
separate  use.  It  is  not  because  it  is  an  equitable  power 
that  it  becomes  property  settled  to  her  separate  use. 
The  reason  why  a  Court  of  Equity  deals  with  the  power, 
and  the  estates  which  may  be  created  by  its  exercise,  is 
not  because  it  has  any  peculiar  jurisdiction  to  enable  a 
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married  woman  to  exercise  a  power  of  appointment.  A 
Court  of  Law  does  that.  That  a  married  woman  has  the 
right  and  capacity  to  exercise  a  power  of  appointment,  is  as 
much  the  doctrine  of  a  Court  of  Law  as  it  is  of  a  Court 
of  Equity — it  is  not  necessary  she  should  be  regarded  as 
a  feme  sole,  in  order  to  do  that  The  only  reason  why, 
in  the  latter  case,  a  Court  of  Equity  deals  with  it  is,  that 
the  estates  and  the  power  being  equitable,  they  are  under 
the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  a  Court  of  Equity ;  but,  in 
exercising  that  jurisdiction,  a  Court  of  Equity  recognises 
and  maintains  (just  as  a  Court  of  Law  does)  the  broad 
distinction  between  property  and  power;  what  a  Court 
of  Law  regards  as  property  or  estate,  where  the  limita- 
tions are  legal,  that  a  Court  of  Equity  equally  regards  as 
property  or  estate,  where  the  limitations  are  equitable ; 
and  what  a  Court  of  Law  regards  as  power,  where  the 
limitations  are  legal,  that  a  Court  of  Equity  equally  re- 
gards as  power,  where  the  limitations  are  equitable ;  and 
a  Court  of  Equity  can  no  more  regard  a  power  of  appoint- 
ment vested  in  a  married  woman  as  property  settled  to 
the  separate  use  of  the  donee  of  the  power,  than  a  Court 
of  Law  can  regard  a  legal  power  vested  in  a  man  as  pro- 
perty settled  to  the  use  of  the  donee  of  the  power. 
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Does  it  then  make  any  difference  in  either  of  those 
supposed  cases — either  in  the  case  where  the  estates  are 
legal,  or  in  the  case  where  they  are  equitable  estates — 
whether  the  prior  life  estate  is  or  is  not  limited  to  the 
separate  use  of  the  feme  sole  ?  Supposing  that  property 
stands  limited  to  trustees  only  during  the  life  of  a  feme 
sole  in  trust  for  her,  for  her  separate  use,  and  after  her 
death  to  the  use  of  such  persons  as  she  shall  appoint, 
that  is  a  legal  power  over  the  reversion  or  remainder  ex- 
pectant on  her  own  decease.  The  limitation  of  the  life 
estate  to  her  separate  use  means,  that  it  shall  be  inde* 
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pendently  of  any  husband  with  whom  she  may  afterwards 
intermarry.  But  the  remainder  or  reversion  is  limited 
to  the  use  of  such  persons  as  she  shall  appoint,  that  is, 
not  limited  to  her  separate  use.  Suppose  she  afterwards 
marries,  that  does  not  alter  the  nature  or  condition  of 
the  reversion  or  remainder,  or  make  it  an  estate  limited 
to  her  separate  use ;  it  remains  just  what  it  was  before 
the  marriage.  The  life  estate  is  indeed  limited  to  her 
separate  use,  and  so  it  was  before  the  marriage ;  but  that 
does  not  affect  the  condition  of  the  remainder  or  rever- 
sion. So,  it  is  the  same  thing  if  the  remainder  or  rever- 
sion is  merely  equitable.  Suppose  the  fee  is  limited  to 
trustees  in  trust  for  a  feme  sole  for  her  life  for  her  sepa- 
rate use,  independently  of  any  husband  with  whom  she 
may  afterwards  intermarry,  and,  after  her  death,  in  trust 
for  such  persons  as  she  shall  by  deed  or  will,  or  by  will 
only,  appoint.  The  life  estate  stands  settled  to  her  se- 
parate use ;  but  no  one  will  contend  that  the  reversion  is 
so.  As  I  observed  before,  it  is  not  settled  to  her  use  at 
all,  she  has  merely  a  power  to  appoint  it.  If  she  mar- 
ries, her  marriage  does  not  alter  the  nature  or  condition 
either  of  the  life  estate  or  of  the  reversion ;  each  remains 
precisely  what  it  was  before.  The  fact  of  the  life  estate 
being  already  settled  to  her  separate  use,  cannot  make 
her  power  over  the  reversion  become,  by  her  marriage, 
property  settled  to  her  separate  use. 


Now  all  these  observations  apply  not  only  to  real 
estate,  but  the  same  doctrine  applies  precisely  with  re- 
gard to  personal  property.  Personal  property  may  be 
settled  to  the  separate  use  of  a  feme  sole,  that  is,  with  a 
view  of  its  being  independent  of  any  husband  with  whom 
she  may  afterwards  intermarry ;  or  it  may  be  simply  set- 
tled to  her  use,  without  any  such  expression  of  its  being 
settled  to  her  separate  use ;  or  it  may  be  settled  to  such 
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uses  or  purposes  as  she  shall  appoint.  The  life  estate 
may  be  settled  in  one  of  these  modes,  and  the  reversion 
in  another,  A  subsequent  marriage  does  not  make  a 
new  settlement  of  it,  so  as  to  make  that  which  was  not 
before  settled  to  her  separate  use,  become  property  settled 
to  her  separate  use. 


If,  then,  a  power  of  appointment  vested  in  a  married 
woman  is  not  property  settled  to  her  separate  use,  where 
the  power  was  created  h^we  her  marriage,  what  possible 
difference  can  it  make  if  the  power  be  created  afUr  the 
marriage  ?  If  the  father  or  other  relation  of  a  married 
woman  devises  property  to  her  for  her  life,  and  after  her 
death  to  such  uses  as  she  shall  by  deed  or  will  appoint, 
so  that  the  power  is  a  legal  power,  that  power  is  no  more 
property  settled  to  her  separate  use,  than  it  would  have 
been  if  the  devise  had  been  made  before  the  marriage. 
The  power  is  nothing  but  a  power;  it  is  not  an  estate; 
the  reversion  is  not  settled  to  her  separate  use ;  it  is  not 
settled  to  her  use  at  all.  And  it  is  precisely  the  same 
thing  if  the  power  given  to  the  married  woman  by  such 
a  devise  is  an  equitable  power.  Nor  can  it  make  the 
slightest  difference  in  the  nature  of  the  power  whether  it 
be  created  by  marriage  settlement  or  by  any  other  in- 
strument. In  every  case  a  power  of  appointment  vested 
in  a  married  woman,  however  or  whenever  created,  is  a 
power  only,  and  is  not  an  estate  or  property  vested  in 
the  donee  of  the  power,  and  cannot  be  property  settled 
to  her  separate  use.  True  it  is  she  may  dispose  of  it 
without  the  intervention  of  her  husband,  but  only  by 
adopting  the  particular  method  prescribed  by  the  power. 
She  cannot  (as  she  may  dA  with  respect  to  property  set- 
tled to  her  separate  use)  dispose  of  it  by  every  or  any 
instrument  or  mode  of  conveyance  or  disposition  as 
freely  as  a  feme  sole  could  do  with  her  own  property ; 
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she  18  strictly  confined  to  the  mode  and  formalities  pre- 
scribed by  the  power.  And  when  she  exercises  the  power 
in  favour  of  any  given  individual,  she  is  not  giving  him 
her  own  property,  but  only  nominating  him  as  the  person 
who  is  to  take  under  the  instrument  creating  the  power. 
And  her  capacity  to  exercise  the  power,  independently  of 
her  husband,  is  recognized  and  maintained  by  a  Court 
of  Equity  as  well  as  by  a  Court  of  Law,  not  upon  any 
principle  or  notion  of  her  being  regarded  as  a  feme  sole 
(for  if  it  were  so,  a  Court  of  Law  could  not  recognize  it), 
but  upon  the  principle  that  a  married  woman  is  held  by 
all  Courts,  whether  of  Law  or  Equity,  to  be  as  capable 
of  exercising  a  power  of  appointment  as  a  feme  sole  or  a 
man. 


Now,  for  the  reasons  I  have  mentioned,  it  appears  to 
me  that  it  is  a  mistake  to  suppose,  that  because  a  married 
woman  having  a  power  of  appointment  may  exercise  that 
power  independently  of  her  husband  and  without  his 
intervention  or  interference,  that  therefore  the  property 
which  is  subject  to  that  power  is  property  settled  to  her 
separate  use.  And  if  it  be  not  settled  to  her  separate 
use,  although  in  the  view  of  a  Court  of  Equity  she  is  a 
feme  sole  in  respect  of  property  which  is  settled  to  her 
separate  use,  and  may  (as  a  feme  sole  might  do)  contract 
debts  payable  out  of  such  property,  she  cannot  contract 
debts  (I  mean  in  the  ordinary  way,  for  I  shall  have  to 
advert  to  an  exception  presently) — she  cannot  in  the 
ordinary  way,  that  is,  by  her  mere  contract,  incur  a  debt 
payable  out  of  property  over  which  she  had  a  mere  power 
of  appointment,  because  she  cannot  contract  a  debt  pay- 
able out  of  her  general  assets,  or  any  property  not  settled 
to  her  separate  use. 


But,  notwithstanding  the  incapacity  of  a  married  woman 
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to  incur  a  debt  merely  by  her  contract^  yet,  it  is  well 
established,  that  a  married  woman  is  capable  of  commit- 
ting a  frauds  and  is  liable  to  be  visited  with  the  conse- 
quences of  the  commission  of  such  fraud.  The  case  of 
Savage  v.  Foster^  that  was  cited  to  me,  in  the  9th  volume 
of  Modern  Reports,  and  several  other  cases,  have  clearly 
established  that ;  and  the  principle  applies,  not  only  to 
the  acts  of  a  married  woman  who  is  incapable  of  afiecting 
herself  in  the  ordinary  way  by  contract,  but  applies  also 
to  the  case  of  an  infant.  It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to 
consider  the  case  of  an  infant.  I  take  the  case  of  a  mar- 
ried woman.  In  the  case  of  Savcye  v.  Foster^  a  married 
woman  was  entitled  to  an  estate  in  fee  simple  expectant 
on  the  death  of  her  mother.  Her  half-sister  was  about 
to  be  married.  The  married  woman  entitled  to  this  re- 
mainder or  reversion  was  very  anxious  to  promote  that 
marriage,  and,  in  order  to  procure  the  marriage  to  be 
brought  about,  induced  her  mother  to  represent  herself 
as  the  owner  in  fee  of  the  estate,  though  she  was  only 
tenant  for  life,  the  married  woman  who  was  entitled  in 
remainder  suppressing  and  concealing  the  fact  of  her 
own  title.  Accordingly,  the  marriage  of  the  sister  was 
brought  about  by  the  mother  conveying,  as  if  she  were 
the  owner  in  fee,  the  estate  to  the  intended  husband. 
Afterwards,  the  married  woman,  who  had  thus  induced 
her  mother  to  execute  this  conveyance,  became  a  widow, 
and,  on  a  bill  filed  by  the  husband  of  the  sister,  she  was 
compelled  by  the  Court  to  convey  the  estate.  It  was 
held  to  be  a  fraud  in  her,  and  the  Court  made  her  set 
right  that  fraud  ;  that  is,  visited  the  effect  of  that  fraud 
on  this  property  which  was  her  own  fee  simple  estate  on 
the  death  of  the  mother. 
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Several  other  cases  were  cited,  which  it  is  not  necessary 
to  go  through,  in  which  the  principle  is  clearly  recognized 
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that  a  married  woman  is  not  only  capable  of  committing 
a  fraud,  but  that  her  property  is  liable  to  be  visited  with 
the  consequences  of  that  fraud. 

Now  I  think  that  that  principle  applies  to  the  case  of 
Mr.  Gates.  When  the  case  was  first  before  me,  this 
point  hardly  received  any  consideration ;  both  the  coun- 
sel and  the  Court  were  so  much  occupied  with  the  general 
question,  that  it  hardly  received  any  attention ;  and,  with- 
out sufiicient  consideration  on  the  former  occasion,  I 
stated  shortly  I  did  not  see  any  thing  in  Mr.  Gates^s 
case  to  distinguish  it  from  those  of  the  other  creditors. 
But  a  reconsideration  of  the  question  brings  me  to  the 
conclusion  that  Mr.  Gates  stands  in  the  position  of  a 
person  who  has  been  defrauded,  who  has  advanced 
5,000/.  under  a  gross  fraud  committed  on  him  by  the 
married  woman.  Lady  Dunbayne  ;  for  the  matter  stands 
thus :  Lady  Ihtnboyne,  being  the  widow  of  Mr.  Vaughan, 
contracted  a  marriage  with  Lord  Dunbayne,  which,  by 
the  Master's  report,  is  found  to  have  been  a  valid  mar- 
riage. For  reasons  which  are  not  very  apparent,  and 
which  it  is  not  necessary  to  enter  into,  she  concealed 
from  every  body,  among  the  rest  concealed  from  Mr. 
Gates,  the  fact  that  she  was  married.  She  represented 
herself  to  be  still  Mrs.  Vanghan,  the  widow  of  Mr. 
Vaughan.  She  represented  herself  to  be  what,  if  she 
had  been  still  a  widow,  she  would  have  been,  the  owner 
of,  and  able  to  deal  with,  as  a  feme  sole,  certain  real 
estate,  which  was  limited  to  her  in  fee,  subject  to  her 
general  power  of  appointment  by  will.  She  borrowed 
5,000/.  of  Mr.  Gates,  and  executed  what  purported  to  be 
a  mortgage  to  secure  to  him  that  sum.  She  executed  that 
mortgage  of  course  in  her  name  and  description  oiMary 
Ann  Vaughan,  widow.  After  that  transaction,  and  about 
a  year  or  two  after  the  marriage  with  Lord  Dunboyne, 
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she  went  through  another  ceremony  of  marriage  with 
Lord  Dunhayne^  and  that  second  marriage  was  avowed 
and  treated  as  if  it  were  the  only  marriage ;  but  it  has 
been  found  by  the  Master,  and  that  finding  is  not  chal- 
lenged, that  the  first  marriage  was  a  valid  marriage.  It 
was  therefore  admitted  by  Mr.  Oateis  counsel  that  that 
deed  could  not  prevail  as  a  mortgage.  Now,  supposing 
Lady  Dunboyne  had  survived  Lord  Dunbayne,  could 
there  have  been  the  least  doubt  but  that,  as  against  her, 
this  Court  would  have  given  relief  to  Mr.  Gates,  and 
given  him  a  charge  on  that  very  property  which,  by 
having  become  again  a  widow.  Lady  Dunbayne  was  the 
absolute  owner  of?  I  cannot  entertain  the  smallest 
doubt  but  that,  if,  in  that  state  of  things.  Lady  Dunbayne 
having  become  a  second  time  a  widow,  on  the  death  of 
Lord  Dunboyne,  Mr.  Oates  had  filed  a  bill  againdt  her, 
this  Court  would  not  only  have  made  her  liable  to  pay 
the  5,000/.  back  to  Mr.  Oates,  but  would  have  given  him 
an  equitable  charge  on  that  very  property  which  she  had 
thus  purported  to  mortgage  to  him,  not  as  giving  effect 
to  the  instrument  she  had  executed  as  a  mortgage,  but 
making  it  the  foundation  of  creating  a  charge,  which  it 
would  have  enforced  by  compelling  a  legal  mortgage.  If 
that  would  be  the  case  in  the  event  of  Lady  Dunboyne's 
surviving  Lord  Duvboyne,  on  which  I  confess,  after  fully 
considering  it,  I  do  not  entertain  the  smallest  doubt. 
Lady  Dunboyne  not  having  become  a  widow,  having  died 
before  Lord  Dunboyne,  but  having  died  the  owner  of 
this  very  property  which  she  purported  to  mortgage  to 
Mr.  Oates,  which  property  descends  to  her  heir,  claiming 
merely  as  a  volunteer  through  her,  it  appears  to  me,  that 
not  only  is  Mr.  Oates  entitled  to  stand  as  a  creditor  of 
Lady  Dunboyne  against  her  assets  generally,  but  that 
he  is  entitled  to  a  specific  charge  in  equity  on  the  very 
property  which  was  purported  to  be  mortgaged  to  him ; 


1854. 


CASES    IN    CHANCERY. 


1854. 


that  isi  as  I  should  have  given  this  effect  to  it  against 
Lady  Dunbin/ne  if  she  had  survived  her  husband,  I 
ought  to  give  this  effect  to  it  as  against  the  heir  of  Lady 
Dunboyne,  who  merely  claims  through  her  by  descent. 
It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  that  Mr.  Gates  is  entitled  to 
be  declared  to  have  an  equitable  charge  for  his  5,000i. 
as  against  the  real  estate  which  purports  to  have  been 
made  the  subject  of  that  mortgage;  and  if  that  property 
should  not  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  his  claim,  he  would  be 
entitled  to  stand  as  a  creditor  on  her  general  assets,  and 
of  course,  if  a  creditor  on  her  general  assets,  then,  if 
the  general  assete  should  not  be  sufficient  (about  which, 
however,  there  is  not  the  least  apprehension,  I  believe), 
then,  as  in  the  case  of  a  feme  sole  or  a  man,  the  ap- 
pointed property  becomes  liable  to  supply  any  deficiency. 
If  a  man  or  a  feme  sole  had  borrowed  money,  and  bad 
died,  what  would  be  applicable  first?  The  general 
assets;  and  in  default  of  general  assets,  or  failing  general 
assets,  or  in  case  of  the  insufficiency  of  general  assets, 
then  the  appointed  property  would  be  available.  And  so, 
it  appears  to  me,  the  same  principle  would  prevail  here. 
In  short,  consistently  with  the  view  I  take,  that  property, 
whether  real  or  personal,  limited  to  the  appointment  of  a 
married  woman,  is  not  her  separate  estate ;  consistently 
vrith  that,  if  her  general  assets  are  liable  to  pay  any  ob- 
ligation of  hers,  then,  if  the  general  assets  fail,  the  pro- 
perty which  she  has  appointed  is  liable,  not  because  it  is 
limited  to  her  separate  use,  but  because,  her  general 
assets  being  liable,  if  the  assets  fail,  the  property  ap- 
pointed becomes  liable,  as  it  would  in  the  case  of  a  feme 
sole  or  a  man.  And  this  view  preserves  what  appears  to 
me  to  be  the  principle  and  justice  of  the  whole  doctrine 
on  which,  in  any  case,  you  apply  property  that  has  been 
appointed  under  a  power ;  you  cannot  apply  it  until  you 
have  exhausted  all  the  general  assets  of  the  appointor. 
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You  do  not  take  the  property  which  was  never  the  ap- 
pointor's at  all,  and  which  he  has,  under  a  power, 
appointed  to  strangers;  you  never  take  that  property 
to  pay  the  debt  until  you  have  taken  his  own  assets.  It 
may  be  considered  somewhat  of  a  stretch  to  apply  it  at 
all  in  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  donee  of  the  power, 
but  that  doctrine  is  well  established,  and  the  same  doc- 
trine applies  to  the  case  of  a  married  woman,  not  because 
it  is  property  settled  to  her  separate  use,  but  because,  as 
in  the  case  of  a  man,  so  in  the  case  of  a  married  woman, 
on  failure  of  general  assets  which  are  liable,  then  the  ap- 
pointed property  is  liable  also. 
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There  is  one  other  case,  the  case  of  Mr.  Waugh,  His 
case  stands  on  a  totally  different  principle  from  that  of 
Mr.  Gates,  but  it  stands  on  a  principle,  if  anything,  still 
more  clear ;  for,  as  I  now  understand  (which  I  was  not 
aware  of  on  the  first  occasion),  Mr.  Waugh  was  a  creditor 
of  Lady  JDunboyne  before  her  marriage  with  Lord  Thm- 
hoyne.  Now,  what  is  the  effect  of  a  single  woman  owing 
a  debt,  and  then  marrjring?  So  long  as  the  coverture 
lasts  the  debt  may  be  recovered  from  the  husband,  but  as 
soon  as  the  coverture  ceases,  whether  the  coverture  ceases 
by  the  death  of  the  wife  or  by  the  death  of  the  husband, 
from  that  moment  it  ceases  to  be  the  debt  of  the  husband 
and  remains  as  it  was  before,  the  debt  of  the  wife,  pay- 
able of  course  out  of  her  general  assets.  Suppose  that 
Lady  Dunboyne  had  survived  her  husband,  that  debt  of 
Mr.  Waugh,  which  was  her  debt  before  her  marriage, 
would  be  a  debt  recoverable  personally  from  her.  If  it 
was  a  debt  recoverable  by  an  action  at  law  before  the 
marriage,  when  the  marriage  ceased  it  would  be  recover- 
able against  her  by  an  action,  and  recoverable  at  her 
death  against  her  executors,  and  in  the  administration  of 
her  assets  Mr.  Waugh  would  be  entitled  to  be  admitted 
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as  a  creditor.  Mr.  Waugh,  therefore,  stands  in  the  situa- 
tion of  a  creditor  of  Lady  Dunhayne,  not  by  virtue  of  a 
debt  that  she  contracted  during  the  coverture,  but  a  debt 
that  she  contracted  before  her  coverture,  and  which  re- 
mains a  debt  on  the  cesser  of  her  coverture.  Mr.  Waugh's 
debt  is  payable  out  of  her  general  assets ;  and,  as  in  the 
ordinary  case  of  a  man  or  a  feme  sole,  if  the  general 
assets  are  not  suflScient  to  pay  Mr.  WcsugKs  debt,  then 
the  appointed  property  will  come  in  aid  when  you  have 
exhausted  all  the  general  assets.  The  general  assets  will 
therefore  be  applicable  in  the  usual  order.  First  of  all, 
her  separate  estate,  which  I  understand  is  very  small, 
perhaps  almost  nothing.  Then  will  be  applicable  her 
general  assets  in  the  usual  order  of  priority,  that  is,  her 
personal  estate  first  If  there  were  any  choses  in  action^ 
which  her  husband  bad  not  recovered,  which  remain  her 
personal  estate,  or  any  leasehold  estates  which  remain 
her  personal  estate  which  the  husband  had  not  made  his 
own,  whatever  personal  estate  there  was,  that  will  be 
liable.  Then  will  come  her  general  real  estate  which  she 
has  not  appointed.  If  those  are  insuflScient,  then  the 
appointed  property  will  come  in  aid.  If  I  am  not  mis- 
taken about  the  property,  there  will  be  no  necessity  to 
come  on  the  appointed  property,  there  will  be  enough 
without;  but  I  am  stating  what  I  conceive  to  be  the 
principle  on  which  the  debts  would  be  payable. 


I  will  now  state  my  view  with  respect  to  the  two  cases 
which  were  cited,  and  which  I  have  not  yet  adverted  to, 
viz.  Stead  v.  Clay  and  ShipUm  v.  Rawlins. 

I  would  first,  however,  observe,  that  if  a  woman  before 
her  marriage  is  an  executrix  or  an  administratrix,  or  a 
trustee,  having  trusts  to  execute  or  having  assets  to  ad- 
minister, if  she  afterwards  marries,  and  a  devasiamt  or 
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a  breach  of  trust  is  committed  during  coverture,  the  hus- 
band isy  prima  facie,  liable  for  that  devastavit;  for  it  is 
assumed,  in  the  absence  of  anything  shown  to  the  con- 
trary, that  he  was  a  party  to  that  devastavit ;  he  is  liable 
for  it.  When  the  coverture  ceases,  supposing  the  wife 
should  survive  the  husband,  prim&  fade  the  liability  of 
the  husband  ceases,  unless  he  was  himself  actually  a 
party  to  the  devastavit.  But  if  the  husband  was  no  party 
to  the  devastavit,  the  wife's  liability  remains  after  the 
cesser  of  the  coverture ;  and  in  the  case  of  Adair  v.  Shaw, 
a  well-known  case  in  Schoales  and  Lefroy,  Lord  Redes- 
dale  went  so  far  as  to  determine  this,  that  after  the  cover- 
ture the  wife  was  liable  for  the  devastavit,  even  though 
committed  by  her  husband  during  the  coverture.  But 
in  dough  v.  Dixon,  the  late  Vice-Chancellor  of  England 
expressed  some  doubt  whether  Lord  Redesdak's  reason* 
ing  was  satisfactory,  and  whether  the  wife  after  the  ces- 
sation of  the  coverture  ought  to  be  liable  for  a  devastavit 
which  was  not  her  act,  but  the  act  of  her  husband.  But 
nobody  ever  doubted  that  if  the  wife  committed  the  de- 
vastavit  she  would  be  liable  after  the  coverture  ceased. 
Whether  the  husband  would  be  liable  or  not  is  not  ma- 
terial ;  the  wife  would  be  liable.  And  so  if  the  coverture 
ceases,  not  by  the  death  of  the  husband  but  by  the  death 
of  the  wife,  the  wife*s  property  would  be  liable.  I  men- 
tion this  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  the  grounds  on 
which  I  consider  Shipton  v.  Rawlins  to  stand. 
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Now  Stead  v.  Clay  was  cited  as  an  authority  contra- 
dicting the  general  proposition,  that  a  married  woman 
cannot,  by  her  contract,  incur  an  ordinary  debt  during 
her  coverture,  payable  out  of  property  over  which  she  has 
a  mere  power  of  appointment.  Now,  in  that  case,  the 
husband  of  the  married  woman,  a  person  of  the  name  of 
Liddard,  had  become  a  bankrupt,  and  being  a  bankrupt 
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he  had  withdrawn  bis  furniture  and  some  other  property 
from  the  creditorsi  sold  it,  transferred  the  proceeds  to 
Rothschild! $  house  at  Paris,  and  caused  the  money  to  be 
invested  in  French  rentes.  He  had^flerwards  transferred 
the  rentes  into  the  name  of  his  wife,  and  he  and  his  wife 
bad  gone  to  Paris  and  resided  there.  It  appears,  that 
under  a  settlement  which  had  been  made  by  the  father  of 
the  said  wife,  a  sum  of  1,5002.  consols  stood  limited,  so 
that  after  a  life  estate  in  Mrs.  Liddard  she  had  a  power  of 
appointment  over  that  1,500^  by  deed  or  will;  and  in 
default  of  appointment  it  was  limited  to  Mrs.  Liddard, 
her  executors  and  administrators.  Besides  that  property, 
there  were  sopie  long  annuities,  59/.  a  year  and  1,000/. 
reduced  stock,  which,  under  the  marriage  settlement  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Uddard^  were  also  limited  in  reversion  to 
the  appointment  of  Mrs.  lAddard.  Mrs.  liddsard  made 
a  will,  by  which,  as  it  was  alleged,  she  had  exercised  her 
power  as  to  the  latter  property,  but  had  not  exercised  her 
power  as  to  the  1,500/.  consols,  under  the  father's  setde- 
Boent.  If  she  had  not  exercised  the  power,  as  it  was 
alleged  die  had  not,  the  property  became  hers ;  if  the 
husband  survived  her  it  became  his  by  his  marital  right ; 
but  aa  be  was  an  uncertificated  bankrupt,  it  vested  in  the 
assilgnee  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors.  The  hill  was 
filed  by  the  assignee  of  the  husband  against  Susannah 
Clay  and  other  persons  claiming  under  the  wife's  will, 
alleging  that  there  was  an  appointment  executed  as  to 
the  funds  under  the  marriage  settlement,  that  is,  the 
1,000/.  reduced  and  the  long  annuities,  but  no  appoint- 
ment of  the  1,500/.  consols ;  and  the  claim  made  by  the 
bill  was  this,  that  the  1,500/.  consols  belonged  to  the 
assignee  in  right  of  the  bankrupt,  who  was  entitled  to  it 
in  right  of  his  wife,  as  iri  default  of  appointment  The 
case  came  before  Sir  Anthofny  Harit  upon  a  motion  to 
restrain  Susannah  Clay,  who  was  appointed  executrix 
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under  the  wife's  will^  to  restrain  b^  from  taking  these 
fonds  over  to  France  and  disposing  of  them.  Sir  Au'- 
tkoajf  Hart  took  this  view.  He  restrained  the  transfer 
of  the  l,600L  stock,  because,  according  to  the  representa- 
tions, that  actually  belonged  to  the  assignee  of  the  bank- 
rupt ;  but  he  refused  even  the  interim  ii\j  unction  as  to 
that  which  was  appointed.  Now,  stopping  there,  what 
does  that  show  ?  It  shows,  in  the  broadest  possible  way, 
that  in  the  view  of  a  most  eminent  and  experienced  judge, 
one  thoroughly  versed  in  the  principles  of  equity,  a  mar- 
ried woman  cannot  by  any  act  of  her  own,  during  the  oo* 
verture,  contract  a  debt  affecting  the  property  over  which 
she  has  a  mere  power  of  appointment,  and  that  there  is 
no  ground  for  the  notion  of  its  being  settled  to  her  se- 
parate use,  because  if  it  was,  of  course  it  would  be  liable 
to  her  obligations  and  debts. 
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As  far  as  I  can  make  out,  upon  examining  the  record 
and  the  amendments  made,  the  case  as  presented  to  Sir 
Anthony  Hart  difiered  from  what  was  presented  after- 
wards to  Lord  LyndhfUTst  on  appeal.  He  either  had  not 
had  it  presented  to  him,  as  it  turned  out  to  be  when  it  came 
before  Lord  Lf/ndkurst,  or  be  did  not  sufficiently  consider 
that  it  was  not  the  case  of  a  married  woman  incurring  a 
debt  by  her  mere  contract,  but  the  case  of  a  married 
woman  who  was  a  party  to  a  fraud.  The  case  came 
before  Lwtd  LyndhurU  ;  and  then  it  appeared  that  Mrs. 
Uddaard  had  in  fact  appointed  both  the  1,500/.  under 
the  one  settlement,  and  the  other  funds  under  the  other 
settlement.  Sir  Anthony  Hart^  if  he  had  known  that 
she  had  appointed  both,  would  doubtless  have  refused 
tlie  injunction  as  to  all.  Lord  Lyndhurst  granted  the 
injunction  as  to  all.  Why  ?  Lord  LyndkurU  does  not, 
in  his  judgment,  allude  to  the  question  as  to  the  capacity 
of  a  married  woman  to  contract  debts,  nor  to  the  question, 
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whether  property  over  which  she  has  a  power  of  appoint- 
ment is  property  settled  to  her  separate  use ;  but  merely 
says  that  there  is  good  reason  to  suppose  that  the  French 
rentes  which  had  been  transferred  to  the  wife,  and  which 
she  had  transferred  to  her  sister,  were  the  bankrupt's 
property,  that  is,  the  property  of  the  bankrupt's  creditors, 
the  abstraction  of  which  was  a  fraud,  to  which  fraud  the 
wife  was  a  party ;  and  therefore,  without  deciding  any 
right,  he  would  not  allow  the  property  to  be  taken  away 
by  the  appointee  of  the  wife  till  the  questions  as  to  the 
rights  of  the  parties  should  be  decided  on  the  hearing  of 
the  cause.  Now  that  case  does  not,  in  the  smallest  de- 
gree, establish  the  proposition,  that  property  which  is 
liable  to  a  married  woman's  appointment  under  a  power 
is  property  settled  to  her  separate  use ;  nor  the  proposi- 
tion, that  such  property  is  liable  to  pay  any  debts  which 
she  may  have  purported  to  have  contracted  or  incurred 
by  her  mere  contract,  during  the  coverture. 


Now  take  the  case  of  Shipton  v.  Rawlins.  That  case, 
as  ultimately  decided  by  Sir  John  Stuart,  is  not  reported, 
I  believe,  anywhere ;  but  it  is  reported,  on  an  interlocu- 
tory application,  in  the  4th  Hare.  In  that  case,  a  widow, 
under  her  first  husband's  will,  was  entitled  for  her  life 
to  the  income  of  certain  leasehold  property  held  under  a 
renewable  lease  from  an  ecclesiastical  body,  and  which, 
subject  to  her  life  interest,  was  bequeathed  to  certain 
persons.  The  widow  had  also  a  power  of  appointment 
over  the  reversion  of  his  residuary  property.  She  was 
one  of  the  trustees  and  executors  under  his  will,  and  a 
trust  was  imposed  upon  the  life  interest  which  she  had 
in  the  leasehold  property,  to  set  apart  a  certain  sum  an- 
nually, in  order  to  provide  a  fund  to  pay  for  the  fines  or 
renewals  of  the  leases  of  this  property.  The  widow 
married  a  second  husband,  and  upon  that  marriage  she 
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settled  her  life  interest  in  trust  for  herself,  for  her  sepa- 
rate use.  She  still  remained,  of  course,  a  trustee,  and 
was,  in  fact,  the  acting  trustee  and  executrix  under  the 
will.  She  did  not  set  apart  the  renewal  fund,  but  she 
received  the  whole  life  interest;  and  as  it  was  limited  by 
her  second  marriage  settlement  to  her  separate  use,  she 
had  the  whole  benefit  of  it.  It  was  not  the  husband's 
devastavit,  because  the  life  interest  out  of  which  the  re- 
newal fund  ought  to  have  provided  did  not  go  to  him, 
but  by  the  very  terms  of  the  settlement  that  life  interest 
was  settled  to  her  separate  use ;  so  that  she,  apart  from 
her  husband,  and  as  a  feme  sole,  had,  during  the  mar- 
riage, committed  the  breach  of  trust  by  receiving  and 
applying  the  whole  of  the  life  income,  instead  of  setting 
apart  a  sufBcient  sum  to  answer  the  renewals.  She  died, 
and  after  her  death  the  persons  who  were  entitled  in 
reversion  to  the  ecclesiastical  property  under  the  first  hus- 
band's will  filed  their  bill  against  the  trustees  to  make 
them  responsible ;  but  they  insisted  that  the  representa- 
tives of  the  wife,  who  was  the  acting  trustee,  and  had 
received  and  applied  to  her  own  separate  use  the  whole 
income  out  of  which  the  renewal  fund  should  have  been 
provided,  were  necessary  parties;  and  Vice-Chancellor 
Wigram  allowed  the  objection,  and  required  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  wife  to  be  brought  before  the  Court ; 
and  when  the  representatives  were  brought  before  the 
Court,  Sir  John  Stuart,  as  I  conceive,  most  properly, 
held,  that  her  property  was  liable,  and  of  course  the  pro- 
perty over  which  she  had  a  power  of  appointment  was 
liable,  because  her  general  assets  were  liable.  I  have 
not  the  advantage  of  having  any  copy  of  the  judgment 
delivered  by  Sir  John  Stuart,  and  therefore  I  cannot  say 
what  the  precise  ground  was  on  which  he  put  it.  If  he 
put  it  on  the  ground  that  the  reversion  was  settled  to  her 
separate  use  because  she  had  a  power  of  appointment 
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over  it,  I  ghould  take  the  liberty  of  entirely  disagreeing 
with  him,  for  the  reasons  I  have  mentioned ;  but  I  have 
no  reason  to  suppose  he  put  it  on  that  footing.  I  take 
for  granted  that  he  put  it  on  the  footing  that  (his  was  not 
a  debt  created  by  a  mere  contract  entered  into  by  her 
during  her  marriage,  but  a  debt  or  liability  created  by 
the  breach  and  violation  of  an  obligation  and  duty  im- 
posed upon  her  before  her  marriage,  and  which  Con- 
tinued during  her  marriage,  of  which  breach  of  duty  she 
herself,  exclusively  of  her  husband,  derived  the  benefit; 
and  that  for  a  debt  or  liability  so  incurred,  her  general 
assets  were  liable ;  and  if  her  general  assets,  then  failing 
those  general  assets,  the  property  over  which  she  had  a 
power  of  appointment  was  liable,  she  having  exercised 
the  power. 


These  two  cases  upon  which  I  have  now  commented 
are  the  only  two  cases  which  have  been  cited  in  support 
of  the  proposition  that  property,  which  is  the  subject  of  a 
power  of  appointment  in  a  married  woman,  is  property 
settled  to  her  separate  use,  or  is  liable,  without  the  gene- 
ral assets  being  liable,  to  pay  any  debt,  or  so  called  debt, 
which  the  married  woman  has  incurred,  or  purported  to 
incur,  during  her  coverture,  simply  by  her  contract 


I  have  now  stated  the  grounds  on  which  I  entirely 
adhere  to  the  view  I  before  took  on  the  general  question, 
and  also  have  explained  the  grounds  on  which  I  consider 
that  Mr.  Oates,  for  the  reasons  I  have  mentioned  applic- 
able to  him,  and  Mr.  Wamffh,  for  the  reasons  I  have  nsen- 
tioned  applicable  to  him,  stand  in  a  totally  di^rent  situ^ 
ation  from  persons  who  claim  to  be  creditors  for  what  ia 
called  a  debt,  incurred  by  the  mere  contract  of  a  married 
woman,  a  married  woman  being  incapable  of  contract, 
except  to  the  extent  of  her  separate  estate. 
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Vendor  and 

Purchaser. 

Specific 

TAYLOR  r.  GILBERTSON.  ^clnMiZT 


1  HIS  was  a  special  case,  the  material  statements  of  Land  was  sold 

which  were  as  follows :—  ^l  '^'^  "1%'* 

gagees  ot  IS,, 

consisting  of  a 
1.  On  the  11th  day  of  November,  1858,  the  Plaintiff  circulsr  p'ot, 
,   ,     XX  /.     ,  »  .  1    .        1  surrounded  by 

and  the  Defendant  entered  into  and  signed  an  agreement  ^  rj„g  called 

in  writing  in  the  words  and  figm^s  following,  viz.  :-^  the  Psrk  Drive. 
"An  agreement  made  and  entered  into  this  11th  day  of  iate!?'haMir" 
November,  1853,  between  Andrew  Taylor,  Esquire,  and  used  for  build- 
James  Matthias  Gilbertson,  Esquire.    The  said  Andrew  ^^S'  y>""»  ®^  » 
_    ,  „        ,,.,»-  ->^     *  •      ^ .«    certam  size 

Taylor  agrees  to  sell,  and  the  said  James  Matthias  Gil-  were  to  be 

bertson  agrees  to  purchase,  all  that  twenty-one  acres  of  built ;  that  the 

freehold  and  tythe  free  land,  which  land  is  aubject  to  2L  fhe'villas^an?" 

per  annum  land  tax,  together  with  the  house  or  lodge  the  Park  Drive 

fixtures,  furniture,  assets,  implements,  materials  at  stables,  should  be  laid 
_       '  ,   ,  ,  .  .      ,  .1        ,1       ^ ,      out  in  lawn  or 

and  coach-houses,  together  with  the  said  stables  (the  pleasure 

Imen  alone  excepted),  at  the  sum  of  5,000^,  Mr.  Taylor  grounds  down 
to  make  out  a  clear  and  marketable  title  for  the  saade,  jyjiy^ .  ^y^g^^  |^ 
and  the  purchase  to  be  completed  forthwith.  And  it  footpath  of  the 
is  hereby  further  acknowledged  that  the  said  James  feet Jhould^be" 
Matthias  CHlbertsou  has  paid  the  sum  of  50/.  as  a  de-  laid  out  round 
posit  upon  the  said  purchase,  the  above  property  being  ^^^  whole  of 
FuUwood  Park,  Cheltenham,  Gloucestershire,''  southern  and 

western  boun- 
daries of  the  said  land.    The  Park  Drive  round  the  circular  piece 
belonged  to  B. ;  the  part  outside  had  originally  been  his,  but,  with 
a  small  ex«^eption,  had  been  sold  by  him. 

Held,  that  tlie  condition  about  the  footpath  was  too  vague  to  be 
enforced,  and  that  the  purchaser  was  not  bound  to  make  it,  and 
could  not  be  restrained  from  using  the  land  in  any  way  inconsistent 
with  making  it. 
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1854.  2.  An  abstract  of  the  title  of  the  Plaintiff  to  the  pro- 

perty had  been  delivered  to  the  Defendant's  solicitor,  but 
an  objection  had  been  taken  on  behalf  of  the  Defendant 
GiLBBRTsoN.    to   the   Plaintiff's   title,   under   the    following   circum- 
stances. 

3.  Previously  to  and  at  the  time  of  the  date  and  ex- 
ecution of  the  indenture  (dated  the  S5th  day  of  October, 
1838)  hereinafter  stated,  Thomas  Billings,  of  CheUen- 
ham,  was  well  entitled  to  the  fee  simple  of  the  plot  or 
parcel  of  land  which  by  the  hereinbefore-stated  agree- 
ment is  contracted  to  be  sold,  subject  to  a  mortgage  in 
fee  of  part  thereof  to  the  Rev.  John  Lewis  Bythesea, 
Clerk,  in  whom  the  legal  estate  of  such  part  was  then 
vested. 

4.  The  said  plot  or  parcel  of  land  is  delineated  on  a 
certain  map  or  plan  marked  A  (which  is  to  be  taken  and 
considered  as  part  of  this  case),  and  is  therein  coloured 
pink. 

5.  The  said  Thomas  Billings  was  also,  at  the  date  of 
the  said  indenture,  entitled  in  fee  simple  to  the  land 
which  is  described  in  the  said  plan  as  the  Park  Drive, 
and  coloured  brown,  and  also  to  other  land  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  said  Park  Drive,  and  which  other  land  is 
coloured  green  on  the  said  map  or  plan. 

6.  At  the  date  of  the  said  indent^ire  the  said  plot  or 
parcel  of  land  coloured  pink  was  used  as  Zoological, 
Botanical  and  Horticultural  Gardens. 

7.  By  indenture  dated  the  25th  day  of  October,  1838, 
and  made  between  the  said  Thomas  Billings  of  the  first 
part,  the  said  John  Lewis  Bythesea  of  the  second  part. 
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Pearson  Tfiompson,  Henry  Norwood  Tyre  and  John 
Baron,  of  the  third  part,  and  John  Henry  Howard, 
Digby  Latimer  and  John  Henry  Bolton,  of  the  fourth 
party  the  said  plot  or  parcel  of  land  was  conveyed  by  the 
said  Thomas  Billings  and  John  Lewis  Bythesea  unto  and 
to  the  use  of  the  said  John  Henry  Howard,  IHgby  Lati- 
mer and  John  Henry  Bolton,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  for 
ever,  freed  and  discharged  from  the  said  mortgage  to  the 
said  John  Lewis  Bythesea,  but  subject  to  a  proviso  for 
redemption  of  the  same  premises  on  payment  by  BiU 
lings,  his  heirs,  &c.,  to  John  Henry  Howard,  Digby 
Latimer  and  «/bAn  Henry  Bolton,  their  executors,  &c., 
of  5,000/.  and  interest.  And  if  default  should  be  made 
in  payment,  then,  on  six  calendar  months  notice,  there 
ivas  a  power  to  Howard,  Latimer  and  Bolton,  their 
executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  to  sell  the  said  he- 
reditaments and  premises,  or  any  part  or  parts  thereof 
respectively,  with  their  and  every,  &c.  (the  usual  terms 
of  a  mortgage  power  of  sale).  And  it  was  thereby 
also  provided,  that  if  at  any  time  or  times  there- 
after, and  when  and  so  soon  as  the  said  John  Henry 
Howard,  LHgby  Latimer  and  John  Henry  Bolton,  their 
heirs,  executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  and  every 
other  person  or  persons  whomsoever  claiming  or  to  claim 
by,  from,  through,  under  or  in  trust  for  them,  any  or 
either  of  them  should,  under  or  by  virtue  of  any  power 
or  authority  therein  contained,  enter  into  or  upon  or  be- 
come possessed  of  the  plot,  piece  of  land  or  ground,  here- 
ditaments and  premises  therein  particularly  mentioned, 
or  any  part  thereof,  the  same  should  be  held  by  them  re- 
spectively, so  long  as  the  same  should  be  used  for  the 
purpose  of  Zoological,  Botanical  and  Horticultural  Gar- 
dens,  subject  to  all  and  singular  the  restrictions,  stipula- 
tions and  conditions  to  which  the  same  would  and  ought 
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to  be  had  and  held,  under  or  by  virtue  of  certain  therein 
recited  articles  of  agreement  of  the  18lh  February,  1887, 
and  deed  of  arrangement  of  the  21st  of  the  same  month 
of  February  respectively ;  but  after  the  same  should  hare 
been  discontinued  to  be  used  as  Zoological,  Botanical 
and  Horticultural  Gardens,  and  should  be  sold  or  de- 
mised by  the  said  John  Henry  Howardy  IHghy  Latimer 
and  John  Henry  Bolton^  their  heirs,  executors,  adminis- 
trators or  assigns,  pursuant  to  the  powers  and  authorities 
contained  in  the  now  stating  indenture,  the  same  should 
be  sold  or  demised  subject  to  certain  conditions,  restric- 
tions and  stipulations  in  the  now  stating  indenture  parti- 
cularly mentioned,  and  of  which  the  following  is  one,  viz  : 
— ''  That  a  footpath  of  the  width  of  fifteen  feet  should  be 
laid  out  round  the  whole  of  the  northern,  southern  and 
western  boundaries  of  the  said  land." 


9.  Before  the  sale  and  conveyance  to  the  Pliuntiff 
hereinafter  mentioned,  the  said  plot  or  parcel  of  land 
had  been  discontinued  to  be  used  as  Zoological,  Botanical 
or  Horticultural  Gardens. 


10.  Default  was  made  in  payment  of  the  said  sum  of 
5,000/.  and  interest,  and  due  notice  of  sale  was  given,  and 
by  indenture  dated  the  6th  day  of  August,  1847,  and 
made  between  the  said  John  Henry  Howard^  Dighy 
Latimer  and  John  Henry  Bolton  of  the  first  part,  the 
Plaintiff  of  the  second  part,  and  the  said  John  Henry 
Howard  of  the  third  part,  after  reciting  the  said  inden- 
ture of  the  25th  October,  1888,  and  noticing  the  herein^ 
before  stated  proviso  respecting  the  Auditions,  restric- 
tions and  stipulations,  subject  to  which  the  said  premises 
were  to  be  sold ;  it  was  witnessed,  that  in  consideration 
of  the  sum  of  5,511/.  by  the  Plaintiff  to  the  said  John 
Henry  Howard^  LHyby  Latimer  and  John  Henry  Bolton 
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then  paid,  they  the  said  John  Henry  Howard^  Diffby 
Latimer  and  John  Henry  Bolton  granted,  bargained, 
sold,  released  and  conveyed  unto  the  Plaintiff,  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  all  the  said  land,  hereditaments  and  pre* 
mises  comprised  in  the  said  indenture  of  the  S5th  day  of 
October,  ISS8,  with  their  appurtenances,  subject  never-* 
theless  to  the  legal  obligations  (if  any)  to  observe  the 
several  hereinbefore  recited  conditions,  restrictions  and 
stipulations  relating  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  same  pre- 
mises, to  hold  the  same  unto  the  said  Plaintiff,  his  heirs 
and  assigns  for  ever,  to  such  uses  and  upon  such  tmsts 
and  in  such  manner  as  the  Plaintiff  should  appoint,  and 
in  default  of  appointment,  to  the  use  of  the  Plaintiff  and 
his  assigns  for  life,  with  a  limitation  to  the  use  of  the 
said  John  Henry  Howard,  his  executors,  administrators 
and  assigns,  during  the  Kfe  of  and  in  trust  for  the  Plain- 
tiff, with  remainder  to  the  use  of  the  Plaintiff,  his  heirs 
and  assigns  for  ever. 
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13.  At  the  interval  between  the  date  and  execution  of 
the  said  conveyance  to  the  Plaintiff  of  the  6th  August, 
184*7,  the  said  Thomas  Billings  had  sold  and  conveyed 
away  the  said  Park  Drive,  and  all  his  property  coloured 
green  thereto  adjoining,  except  the  parcels  of  land  marked 
No8.  12  and  13  on  the  plan ;  and  in  the  same  interval  he 
had  mortgaged  the  said  Nos.  IS  and  13  in  fee.  The 
mortgagee  has  since  absolutely  sold  No.  IS,  but  the  said 
Thomas  Billings  is  still  entitled  to  the  equity  of  redemp- 
tion of  No.  18.  The  said  sules  and  mortgage  were  made 
without  any  stipulation  or  agreement  that  the  purchasers 
or  mortgagees  should  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the 
aforesaid  conditions  or  restrictions  respecting  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  said  plot  of  land  coloured  pink. 


14%  The  Defendant  objects  to  the  Plaintiff's  title  upon 
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the  following  grounds;  1st.  That  a  purchaser  from  the 
Plaintiff  of  the  plot  or  parcel  of  land  agreed  to  be  sold 
will  be  liable  to  be  compelled  to  observe  the  aforesaid 
conditions^  and  to  lay  out  or  cause  to  be  laid  out  a  foot- 
path of  the  width  of  fifteen  feet  round  the  whole  of  the 
northern,  southern  and  western  boundaries  of  the  said 
plot  or  parcel  of  land  ;  and  2ndly.  That  a  purchaser  from 
the  Plaintiff  of  the  said  plot  or  parcel  of  land  will  be 
liable  to  be  restrained  from  using  or  disposing  of  the  same 
in  a  manner  inconsistent  with  the  construction  of  such 
footpath  as  aforesaid. 


The  questions  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  are  as  fol- 
lows : — 

1st.  Whether  a  purchaser  from  the  Plaintiff  of  the 
said  plot  or  parcel  of  land  coloured  pink  on  the  said  map 
or  plan  marked  A  will  be  liable  to  be  compelled  to  lay 
out,  or  cause  to  be  laid  out,  a  footpath  of  the  width  of 
fifteen  feet  round  the  whole  of  the  northern,  southern 
and  western  boundaries  of  the  said  plot  or  parcel  of  land  ? 

2ndly.  Whether  a  purchaser  from  the  Plaintiff  of  the 
said  plot  or  parcel  of  land  will  be  liable  to  be  restrained 
from  using  or  disposing  of  the  same  in  a  manner  incon- 
sistent with  the  construction  of  such  footpath  as  afore- 
said ? 

The  clause  respecting  the  laying  out  of  the  land  in 
building,  of  which  part  was  the  condition  requiring  the 
making  of  a  footpath,  was  as  follows : — 


"  Provided  always,  that  if  any  time  or  times  hereafter, 
and  when  and  as  soon  as  the  said  John  Henry  Howardy 
Dighy  Latimer  and  John  Henry  Bolton^  their  heirs, 
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executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  and  every  person  or 
persons  whomsoever  claiming  or  to  claim  by,  from, 
through,  under  or  in  trust  for  them,  or  any  or  either  of 
them,  should,  under  or  by  virtue  of  any  power  or  au- 
thority herein  contained,  enter  into  or  upon,  or  other- 
wise become  owners  of  the  plot,  piece  or  parcel  of 
land  or  ground,  hereditaments  and  premises  hereinbefore 
particularly  mentioned,  or  any  part  thereof,  the  same 
shall  be  had  and  held  by  them  respectively  so  long  as 
the  same  shall  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  Zoological, 
Botanical  and  Horticultural  Gardens,  subject  to  all  and 
singular  the  restrictions,  stipulations  and  conditions  to 
which  the  same  would  and  ought  to  be  had  and  held 
under  or  by  virtue  of  the  said  herein  in  part  recited 
articles  of  agreement  of  the  1st  February,  1837,  and  deed 
of  arrangement  of  the  Slst  of  the  same  month  of  Febru- 
ary respectively ;  but  after  the  same  shall  have  been  dis- 
continued to  be  used  as  Zoological,  Botanical  and  Horti- 
cultural Gardens,  and  shall  be  sold  or  demised  by  the 
said  John  Henry  Howard^  Digby  Latimer  and  John 
Hmry  Bolton^  their  heirs,  executors,  administrators  or 
assigns,  pursuant  to  the  powers  and  authorities  in  the 
now  abstracted  indenture,  the  same  shall  be  sold  or  de- 
mised, subject  to  the  conditions,  restrictions,  and  stipula- 
tions following,  namely :— That  all  and  every  messuages 
to  be  erected  on  the  land  should  be  detached  villas,  to 
front  towards  but  set  back  one  hundred  feet  from  the 
said  Park  Drive,  and  that  each  such  messuage  or  villa 
should  have  at  least  one  acre  of  land,  including  the  site 
thereof,  to  be  held  therewith,  and  only  one  messuage  or 
villa  should  be  of  the  value  of  1,500/.,  exclusive  of  the 
said  land  so  to  belong  thereto,  and  should  be  of  stone 
fronts  or  covered  with  Roman  cement,  and  the  roof 
thereof  covered  with  blue  slates,  lead  or  zinc.  That  the 
land  between  the  front  of  such  villa  and  the  said  Park 
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Drive  should  be  laid  out  and  for  ever  thereader  preserved 
as  lawns  or  pleasure  grounds,  and  that  any  and  every 
stable  or  coach-house  and  outbuildings  so  to  be  built  on 
the  said  land  should  be  built  behind  the  villa  and  mes- 
suages to  which  the  same  shall  respectively  belong. 
That  DO  trade  or  business  of  any  kind,  manufactory, 
mews,  livery  stables,  or  inn,  beer-bouse  or  business  of  a 
similar  nature  shall  ever  be  carried  on  on  the  said  land, 
messuages  or  villas,  or  any  part  thereof;  and  that  no 
bricks,  tiles,  pipes,  pottery  or  lime  shall  be  made  or 
burnt  thereon ;  and  that  no  act,  deed  or  thing  shall  be 
done  or  permitted  thereon  or  therein  which  can  be  a 
nuisance  or  annoyance  to  the  neighbourhood.  And  also, 
that  a  footpath  of  the  width  of  fifteen  feet  shall  be  laid 
out  round  the  whole  of  the  northern,  southern  and  west- 
em  boundaries  of  the  said  land.** 


Mr.  BaUy  and  Mr.  Shebbeare  for  the  Plaintiff,  the 
vendor. 

If  the  path  is  to  be  made  at  all,  it  is  clear  that  it  must 
be  outside  the  boundary.  But  the  condition  is  so  vague, 
that  there  can  be  no  obligation  on  any  one  to  make  it 
at  all. 

It  is  expressly  stipulated  that  the  gardens  of  the  bouses 
are  to  abut  against  the  Park  Drive.  Therefore,  it  is  im- 
possible that  the  path  can  be  made  except  outside  of  Che 
Park  Drive. 


But  all  the  land  ontside  the  Park  Drive  is  in  the  pos- 
session of  strangers.  How  is  it  possible  that  any  pur- 
chaser can  be  under  an  obligation  to  make  a  path  on 
land  which  he  has  not  bought,  and  over  which  he  has  no 
control  ?  We  say,  then,  the  condition  is  so  indefinite, 
that  no  construction  can  be  put  upon  it,  and  a  purchaser 
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could  not  be  compelled  to  do  any  thing.  The  path  can- 
not be  laid  out  within  the  Park  Drive,  that  is  clear.  If 
made  at  all,  it  must  be  made  on  the  part  marked  brown 
or  green ;  and  with  all  his  interest  in  that,  Billings  has 
parted  without  giving  to  his  purchasers  any  right  to  have 
the  path  made.  There  is  ^nobody  interested  in  having 
the  path  made ;  and  it  is  to  be  observed  that  here  there 
is  no  covenant :  so  that  it  cannot  be  argued  on  the  ground 
of  a  covenant  running  with  the  land.  Next,  suppose  a 
path  is  to  be  made,  toho  is  to  make  it?  Is  it  the  mort- 
gagees ?  If  they  had  foreclosed,  must  they  have  made 
it  ?  Clearly  not.  There  is  nothing  in  the  mortgage  deed 
to  compel  them  to  make  the  path.  If  they  had  sold 
simply,  having  foreclosed,  their  purchasers  would  not  have 
been  subject  to  the  condition.  Can  it  then  be  the  inten- 
tion that  purchasers  under  the  power  of  sale  shall  be 
bound,  when  purchasers  under  the  mortgagees,  if  they 
bad  become  owners,  would  not?  Talk  v.  Moxhayia) 
will  be  cited ;  but  there  the  contract  was  clear.  So  in 
Coles  V.  Sims  (i),  there  was  a  clear  contract. 

Mr.  Glasse  and  Mr.  Bdggallay  for  the  Defendant,  the 
purchaser. 

The  question  is,  is  there  any  body  who  may  at  any  time 
file  a  bill  to  restrain  the  purchasers  from  doing  any  thing 
inconsistent  with  this  condition  ? 


1854. 
Taylor 

9. 
GlLBBETSON, 


This  is  exactly  like  the  case  of  Tulh  v.  Moxhay  ;  the 
purchaser  takes  with  notice,  and  an  injunction  would  be 
granted.  It  is  immaterial  whether  the  condition  is  equi- 
valent to  a  covenant  running  with  the  land;  we  have 
notice  of  it,  and  should  be  bound,  whether  it  is  a  cove- 
nant or  a  mere  condition  of  sale.  They  cited  also  Mox- 
V.  Inderwich  (c).     Then  it  is  said,  that  as  to  some 

(a)  11  Beav.  571  ;  «  Phill.  774.  (6)  1  Kay,  5^. 

(c)  1  De  G.  &  Sm.  708. 
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portions  of  the  land  that  BiUings  had,  be  has  since  sold 
them.  But  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  case.  We 
buy,  with  notice  that  he  reserved  a  right.  It  is  no  an- 
swer to  say  that  difficulties  may  be  thrown  in  the  way  of 
specific  performance  of  the  contract  by  the  acts  of  Bil- 
lings. There  may  be  more  or  less  difficulty ;  but  the 
question  is,  are  we  clearly  free  from  a  suit  to  restrain  us 
from  doing  anything  inconsistent  with  the  right  reserved 
by  Billings  or  any  part  of  it.  The  argument  on  the 
other  side  is  that  the  contract  is  .too  vague.  It  is  not  so. 
The  true  construction  of  the  condition  is,  that  the  path 
is  to  be  made  on  the  land  purchased ;  and  there  is  nothing 
in  the  clause  about  laying  out  the  grounds  inconsistent 
with  the  construction  of  a  path  round  them ;  such  a  path 
for  the  use  of  the  occupiers  of  all  the  houses  would  be 
consistent  with  that  clause.  But  if  the  path  is  to  be  on 
the  property  the  purchaser  has  not  purchased,  cL fortiori^ 
it  is  an  onerous  condition ;  it  is  one  not  merely  detracting 
from  the  value  of  his  purchase,  but  one  he  may  find  it 
impossible  to  comply  with.  Billings,  or  any  person 
claiming  under  him,  would  be  clearly  entitled  to  avail 
himself  of  the  condition. 


Mr.  Baily,  in  reply. 

I  do  not  dispute  that  there  might  be  an  injunction  if 
the  condition  is  capable  of  performance.  The  question 
is,  is  there  such  a  condition?  Is  there  not  so  much 
doubt  about  the  construction  of  the  condition  as  to  prevent 
the  Court  from  granting  an  injunction  ?  How  can  it  be 
contended  that  the  intention  could  be  that  fifteen  feet 
should  be  cut  out  of  the  ornamental  grounds  and  plan- 
tations? That  would  not  be  carrying  the  lawn  and 
pleasure  grounds  down  to  the  Drive,  which  clearly  is  the 
stipulation.  In  truth,  the  condition  for  making  a  path 
is  contradictory  of  the  building  stipulation,  if  it  is  to  be 
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said  that  the  path  is  to  be  on  the  part  coloured  pink,  and  1854. 

impossible  if  it  is  to  be  outside,  because  the  path  could 

only  be  then  made  on  land  over  which  neither  Billings 

nor  the  purchaser  hate  any  control.     It  is  therefore    Gilbertson. 

void,  and  the  purchaser  cannot  be  damnified. 


The  Vice-Chancellor  : 

The  question  in  this  case  is,  whether  certain  restric- 
tions on  the  power  of  sale  in  a  mortgage  deed  prevent 
the  vendor  in  this  case  from  being  able  to  give  the  pur- 
chaser a  complete  tide?  [His  Honor  then  stated  the 
facts.]  The  question  is,  whether  the  purchaser  from  the 
Plaintiff,  of  the  ground  coloured  pink,  will  be  liable  to  be 
compelled  to  lay  out,  or  cause  to  be  laid  out,  the  path 
referred  to ;  or  whether  he  will  be  liable  to  be  restrained 
from  doing  anything  inconsistent  with  making  the  path  . 
in  other  words,  is  there  anybody  who  could  by  bill,  or  by 
any  other  proceeding,  compel  the  making  of  the  footpath, 
or  restrain  the  purchaser  from  using  the  ground  in  any 
manner  inconsistent  with  making  it?  The  plan  which  is 
annexed  to  this  case  and  made  part  of  it  is  a  material 
ingredient  in  the  consideration  of  the  question.  The  fee 
simple  of  the  part  called  the  Park  Drive  was  vested  in 
JBillingSf  and  so  was  the  part  outside  the  Park  Drive ; 
but  with  the  exception  of  one  plot  which  he  has  mort- 
gaged, but  of  which  he  retains  the  equity  of  redemption, 
he  has  sold  all  the  rest.  He  has  still,  however,  an 
interest  in  that  one  plot.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  sti- 
pulation in  question,  it  appears  to  me  doubtful  and  un- 
certain what  it  meant;  where  the  path  is  to  be  made, 
whether  it  is  to  be  made  in  the  inner  part  of  the  land, 
the  land  subject  to  the  mortgage,  or  whether  it  is  to  be 
made  in  the  Park  Drive.  I  confess  I  should  have  in- 
ferred that  the  parties  intended  it  should  be  in  the  Park 

VOL.  II.  E  E 


13th  July. 
Judgment, 


4QS 


CASES    IN    CHANCERY. 


1854. 


Taylor 

V, 
GiLBBRTSON. 


Drive.  But  then  there  is  this  difBcultyy  that  the  soil  on 
which  the  path  would  have  to  be  made^  did  not  and  was 
not  intended  to  belong  to  the  purchaser,  but  remained  in 
Billings.  Now  the  stipulation  could  not  have  meant  that 
Billings  should  have  to  make  the  path ;  it  is  plain,  from 
the  language  of  the  stipulation,  that  it  was  imposed  by 
way  of  obligation  on  the  purchaser.  At  the  same  time 
I  do  not  see  how  the  purchaser  could  be  intended 
by  the  stipulation  to  make  a  path  on  ground  on  which  he 
had  no  right  even  to  enter  to  make  it.  Further,  I  do 
not  see  how  it  could  be  of  advantage  to  anybody,  to  any 
owner  of  land  either  outside  the  Park  Drive,  or  in  the 
Park  Drive,  or  within  the  circle,  to  have  the  path  made. 
It  is  clear  that  the  fee  simple  of  the  land  within  the 
circle,  that  coloured  pink,  was  to  belong  to  the  pur- 
chaser; and  the  stipulaUon  was,  that  the  whole  of  the 
ground  was  to  be  laid  out  in  lawns  or  pleasure  grounds. 
Now  of  what  use  could  it  be  to  any  one  that  a  path 
should  go  round  those  pleasure  grounds,  unless  there 
was  to  be  a  right  of  way  through  it  ?  and  it  is  impossible 
to  say  that  the  stipulation  included  a  right  of  way  for 
Billings  or  any  one  claiming  through  him.  Now  sup- 
pose Billings  were  to  file  a  bill ;  I  do  not  see  anybody 
but  Billings  who  could  do  so;  he,  in  selling  his  land 
outside  the  Park  Drive,  gave  the  purchasers  no  rights ;  at 
any  rate  they  could  have  no  better  right  than  his.  Sup- 
pose then  Billings  to  file  a  bill  to  restrain  the  purchaser 
from  doing  anything  inconsistent  with  making  a  footpath, 
I  do  not  see  how  he  could  allege  any  mischief  done  to 
him.  My  impression  is,  that  some  notion  of  this  sort 
was  in  the  minds  of  the  parties ;  it  was  expected,  that, 
after  the  land  ceased  to  be  used  as  Zoological  or  Horti- 
cultural Gardens,  it  would  probably  be  laid  out  in  plots  for 
villas ;  and  it  may  have  been  considered  desirable  to  pro- 
vide the  purchasers  of  those  lots  with  a  footpath  on  their 
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side  of  the  Park  Drive.    The  notion  was,  I  think,  to 
provide  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  owners  of  the  villas. 

But  it  appears  to  me  that  if  BiUings  were  to  file  a  bill 
he  could  obtain  no  relief.  There  is  so  much  uncertainty 
in  the  stipulation  about  the  place  where  the  footpath  is 
to  be  made,  or  for  what  purpose,  or  for  whose  use  it  is 
to  be  made,  that  I  think  if  BiUings  filed  a  bill  he  could 
obtain  no  relief  of  any  kind ;  therefore  the  stipulation  is 
no  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  purchaser  having  a  clear 
tide,  discharged  of  any  obligation  to  make  the  footpath. 

Both  the  questions  in  the  case  are  therefore  answered 
in  the  negative. 


TRACEY  V.  LAWRENCE. 

J/HIS  was  a  motion  for  decree  on  a  bill  for  specific 
performance. 

The  bill  stated  that  David  Lewis,  of  Llandih,  being 
seised  in  fee  simple  of  a  freehold  estate  in  the  county  of 
Radnor,  called  Cwm,  otherwise  Cwmpella,  by  an  inden- 
ture dated  the  13th  day  of  January,  1843,  and  made  be- 
tween the  said  David  Lewis  of  the  one  part,  and  the 
PlaintiflTof  the  other  part,  and  which  was  duly  executed 
by  the  said  David  Lewis,  mortgaged  for  the  sum  of  5002. 
to  the  Plaintiff  the  said  estate,  to  hold  the  same  unto  and 
to  the  use  of  the  Plaintiff,  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever. 
The  deed  contained  a  power  of  sale  in  the  following 
terms,  that  if  pajrment  was  not  duly  made,  then  it  should 
be  lawful  for  the  Plaintiff,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  after 
giving  six  calendar  months  notice  as  thereinafter  men- 

E  eS 
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Mortgagor  and 

Mortgagee, 
Power  of  Sale, 


In  a  mortgage 
power  of  Rale  it 
was  required 
that  notice 
should  be  given 
to  the  t/iort- 
gagor,  hit  heirs 
or  assigns. 

The  mort- 
gagor died, 
leaving  an  in- 
fant heir. 

Held,  that 
notice  to  the 
infant  heir  and 
her  guardian 
was  good  no- 
tice. 
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tionedy  without  any  further  concurrence  of  the  said  David 
Lewisp  his  heirs  or  assigns^  to  enter  into  possession  of 
the  said  hereditaments  thereby  released,  and  whether  in  or 
out  of  possession  of  the  same,  to  make  any  leases  thereof, 
as  he  or  they  should  think  fit;  and  also,  of  his  and  their 
own  authority,  to  make  sale  and  absolutely  dispose  of 
and  convey  the  said  hereditaments  thereby  released,  with 
their  appurtenances,  for  as  much  money  as  could  be  rea- 
sonably obtained  for  the  same,  and  to  convey  and  assure 
the  same  when  so  sold  unto  the  purchaser  or  purchasers 
thereof,  his,  her  or  their  heirs  and  assigns :  and  it  was 
by  the  same  indenture  declared,  that  the  receipts  of  the 
Plaintiff,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  for  the  said  purchase- 
money,  rents  and  profits,  should  be  good  discharges  for 
the  same,  and  that  the  persons  taking  the  same  should 
not  be  required  to  see  to  the  application  nor  be  answer- 
able for  the  misapplication  of  any  monies  so  paid :  and 
the  Plaintiff  did  thereby  for  himself,  his  heirs,  executors 
and  administrators,  covenant,  promise  and  agree  to  and 
with  the  said  David  I^ewiSyhis  heirs,  executors,  adminis- 
trators and  assigns,  that  no  sale  or  advertisement  of  sale 
of  the  said  hereditaments  should  be  made  or  given,  or 
any  lease  made,  or  any  means  taken  for  obtaining  pos- 
session of  the  said  hereditaments,  until  he  or  they  should 
have  given  unto  the  said  David  Lewis,  his  heirs  or 
assigns,  or  have  left  at  his  or  their  last  or  most  usual 
place  of  abode  in  England,  six  calendar  months  notice  in 
writing  demanding  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest 
monies  which,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  should  be  due, 
and  the  said  David  Lewis,  his  executors,  administrators 
and  assigns,  should  have  made  default  in  payment  of  the 
same  at  that  time. 


There  was  a  further  charge  of  2992. 
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Iktoid  Lewis  died  on  the  S8th  of  June,  1844,  leaving 
Jane  LewUf  his  daughter  and  only  child  and  heiress  at 
law,  him  surviving. 

Jetne  Lewis,  at  the  date  of  the  notice  after  stated,  was 
an  infant  of  the  age  of  eleven  years  or  thereabouts. 

By  an  order  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  dated  the  S6th 
day  of  April,  1850,  the  Reverend  Ebenezer  Morris,  of 
Llanelly  vicarage,  in  the  county  of  CaennaTthen,  clerk, 
was  duly  appointed  guardian  of  the  estate  of  the  infant, 
Jane  Lewis, 

The  bill  then  stated  that  the  aggregate  mortgage  debt 
of  7992.  being  still  due  to  the  Plaintiff,  the  Plaintiff,  on 
the  9th  day  of  July,  1851,  served  on  the  infant  and  on 
her  said  guardian  a  notice  in  writing  under  the  hand  of 
the  said  Plaintiff,  demanding  payment  of  the  said  mort- 
gage debt  of  799/.  and  interest,  at  the  expiration  of  six 
calendar  months  from  the  date  of  the  said  notice,  and 
threatening  to  proceed  to  a  sale  of  the  said  estate  at  the 
end  of  the  said  six  calendar  months,  in  case  default 
should  be  made  in  payment  of  the  said  mortgage  debt 
and  interest  at  that  time. 
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V. 

Lawrbvcb. 


The  question  was,  whether  the  notice  to  the  guardian 
of  the  infant  heiress  of  the  mortgagor  was  sufScient  ? 

Mr.  Dart,  for  the  Plaintiff. 

The  covenant,  I  admit,  would  bind  the  purchaser, 
unless  the  notice  was  sufficient;  but  I  contend  that  it 
was.  These  powers  of  sale  are  now  looked  at  with  favour. 
The  heiress  of  the  mortgagor  has  only  a  derivative  right, 
and  cannot  have  any  greater  claim  than  her  ancestor. 
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The  clause  is,  that  notice  in  writing  should  be  given  or 
left — it  must  be  construed  most  strongly  against  the 
mortgagor.  He  cited  Robertson  v.  Lockie{a) ;  Major  v. 
Ward(b). 

It  is  sufficient  to  give  the  notice  to  the  person  designated 
in  the  power.  It  is  quite  immaterial  that  that  person  is 
an  infant ;  it  could  not  be  the  intention  of  the  parties  that 
an  infancy  in  the  person  representing  the  mortgagor, 
should  prevent  the  mortgagee  not  only  from  selling,  but 
from  letting,  or  even  from  taking  possession ;  for  to  that 
length  must  it  be  carried. 

Mr.  Hughes,  for  the  Petitioner. 

The  proviso  about  notice  is  insufficient — it  does  not 
contain  any  stipulation  that  it  shall  be  efiective,  although 
the  mortgagor  is  under  disability.  And,  according  to 
the  usual  practice  of  conveyancers,  such  provisoes  are  so 
framed,  if  they  are  intended  to  have  that  effect  He  cited 
Curling  v.  Shuttleworth  (c) ;  WUkinson  v.  Hartley  (d), 

Mr.  Dart,  in  reply. 

The  power  of  sale  may  not  be  in  the  most  approved 
form,  but  that  is  not  the  question  :  the  question  is,  what 
it  meant ;  whether  it  was  meant  by  both  parties  that  in- 
fancy should  make  a  sale,  or  a  lease,  or  even  taking  pos- 
session, impossible. 


The  Vice-Chancellor  : 

Judgments  The  question  in  this  case  is,  whether  the  Plaintiff,  who 

is  the  vendor,  had  sufficient  authority  to  sell  the  premises 


(a)  15  Sim.  285. 
(6)  5  Hare,  598. 


(c)  6  Bing.  121. 

(d)  15  Beav.  188. 
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of  which  he  is  mortgagee  in  fee,  with  a  power  of  sale,  the  1854. 

bill  being  for  specific  performance  of  a  contract  by  the 
Defendant  to  purchase  the  property  ?  When  this  case  was 
argued  before  me  yesterday,  I  was  led  by  the  able  argu- 
ment of  Mr.  Hughes  to  this  doubt,— whether  there  is  such 
a  reasonable  doubt  on  the  subject  as  to  induce  me  to  say, 
that  the  Defendant  ought  not  to  be  compelled  to  perform 
the  contract ;  I  therefore  postponed  my  decision.  The 
result  of  further  consideration  is,  that  I  do  not  think  there 
is  sufficient  doubt  for  roe  to  say  that  the  Defendant  cannot 
be  compelled  to  take  the  title.  [His  Honor  then  stated 
the  facts,  and  referred  to  the  power  of  sale  and  proviso.] 
Mr.  Levois  died  in  1844,  leaving  his  daughter,  his  heiress, 
an  infant;  and  a  person  named  Morris  was  appointed 
guardian  of  her  estate.  Now,  assuming  that  the  allega- 
tion in  the  bill,  as  to  the  notice  being  served,  is  proved, 
I  think  that  the  notice  that  was  given  to  the  mortgagor's 
infant  heiress  was  a  good  notice  in  law  and  in  equity.  It 
is  to  be  observed,  that  the  notice  is  required  not  only  to 
entitle  the  mortgagee  to  sell,  but  to  entitle  him  to  take 
any  step  for  obtaining  possession,  &c.  Now  it  never 
could  have  been  the  intention  of  the  parties  that  the 
mortgagee  should  not  be  entitled  to  the  possession,  or  even 
to  lease,  because  the  person  representing  the  mortgagor 
should  happen  to  be  under  the  disability  of  infancy.  If 
in  this  case  there  had  been  in  the  proviso  a  specification 
of  the  particular  case  of  disability,  and  it  had  said,  that 
the  notice  should  be  good  notwithstanding  the  infancy  of 
the  mortgagor,  there  could  of  course  be  no  question ;  but 
though  that  is  not  stated,  still  I  think  that  is  the  effect; 
and  that  notice  being  requisite  to  the  mortgagor  or  his 
heirs,  the  requisition  is  satisfied  by  the  notice  which  has 
been  given ;  the  condition  on  which  the  mortgagee  is 
entitled  to  sell  has  been  performed,  and  the  sale  is  valid. 
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Assets  of 
Married 
fvofnatim 
Powers. 


The  decree  will  therefore  be  for  specific  performance,  if 
it  is  proved  that  the  alleged  notice  was  given. 

[The  proof  did  not  appear  to  be  sufficient,  and  the 
case  being  on  motion  for  decree,  stood  over  to  hear  fur- 
ther evidence.] 


A  married  wo- 
man having  a 
life  estate  to  her 
separate  use  in 
certain  lease- 
hold and  per- 
sonal property, 
with  a  general 
power  of  ap- 
pointment by 
will  only,  ap- 
pointed to  chil- 
dren. 

Held,  that  in 
the  administra- 
tion of  her 
estate,  a  trades- 
man supplying 
her  with  goods 
while  she  con- 
cealed her  mar- 
riage, and  dealt 
with  him  as  a 
sinffle  woman, 
haa  a  claim  to 
be  paid  out  of 
the  appointed 
fund. 


VAUGHAN  V.  VANDERSTEGEN. 

IN  this  cause  (a)  certain  other  claims  were  made  against 
the  property  appointed  by  Lady  Dunboyne,  involving  ma- 
terial questions. 

Othwaite's  Case. 

The  first  was  by  a  person  named  Othwaite,  a  trades- 
man, who  had  furnished  Lady  Dunboyne  with  goods  after 
her  first  marriage  with  Lord  Dunboyne^  while  she  held 
herself  out  to  be  a  widow.  He  did  not  know  of  the 
marriage.  He  received  some  payments  from  the  trustee 
of  her  first  marriage  settlement,  and  did  not  make  any 
inquiry  whether  she  was  married  or  not.  He  swore  that 
he  believed  her  to  be  a  widow. 

The  question  was,  whether  this  case  came  within 
Oates*  case  (6) ;  and  whether  the  fimd  appointed  by  Lady 
Dunboyne  was  liable  to  pay  the  debt  to  Mr.  Othwaite 
remaining  unpaid? 

Mr.  Dickenson^  for  Othwaite^  contended  that  it  did ; 
that  the  debt  was  incurred  by  fraud ;  that  Othwaite  was 
not  bound  to  make  any  inquiry ;  and  as  he  swore  he  did 


(a)  Reported  ante,  pp.  165, 
S89  and  863. 


(6)  Ante,  p.  368. 
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not  know  of  the  marriage,  and  Lady  Dunboyne  had  in 
fact  held  herself  out  as  unmarriedj  Othwaite  was  justified 
in  taking  her  to  be  so. 

Mr.  Greene^  contriL. 

Mr.  Othwaite  made  no  inquiries ;  it  was  his  own  de* 
faulty  his  own  carelessness  that  he  dealt  with  Lady  Dunr 
boyjie  as  a  widow.  He  received  payment  from  Lady 
Dunhoyne's  trustee;  that  was  enough  to  put  him  on 
inquiring  whether  Lady  Dunboyne  was  married  or  not. 

Mr.  Faber^  in  the  same  interest. 

This  is  not  like  Gates*  case.  In  Gates*  case  it  was 
clear  that  he  made  his  mortgage,  on  the  fieice  of  it,  on  the 
credit  of  his  dealing  being  with  a  single  woman.  If  she 
had  been  married,  he  must  of  necessity  have  taken  a 
very  different  security;  a  fine  would  have  been  necessary. 


1854. 


The  Vice-Chancellor  : 

This  falls  within  the  principle  of  Gates*  case.  The 
transaction  was  not  so  solemn,  the  misrepresentation  not 
of  so  formal  a  character,  as  in  that  case.  But  still  there 
was  a  substantial  misrepresentation  by  Lady  Ihinhoyne. 
The  tradesman  supplied  her  with  goods,  being  bona  fide 
ignorant  of  the  marriage  which  she  herself  concealed : 
whether  she  concealed  it  for  the  purpose  of  defrauding 
him,  of  which  there  is  no  evidence,  or  for  family  or  any 
other  reasons,  is  immaterial.  She  did  conceal  it,  and 
he  fully  believed  her  to  be  unmarried.  He  is  entitled  to 
claim,  to  the  same  extent  as  in  Gates*  case,  for  the  goods 
supplied  during  the  concealment  of  the  marriage. 

Anmsley*s  Case.  Solicitor's  lien. 

Lady  Dunboyne  had  deposited  title  deeds  to  real  estate  ^  and"B"  so- 
— in  which  she  had  a  life  estate  to  her  separate  use  without  licitors  in  pert- 
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Vauohan 

o. 
Vander- 

STEOEN. 

nersbip,  had  a 
bill  of  costs 
against  C.     On 
their  dissolu- 
tion of  partner- 
ship those  costs 
were  trans- 
ferred to  A* 
Afterwards  ^., 
at  the  request 
of  the  client, 
paid  a  debt  for 
which  she  had 
deposited  title 
deeds,  and  took 
possession  of 
and  afterwards 
retained  the 
title  deeds.  He 
afterwards  con- 
tinued to  act  as 
her  solicitor, 
and  costs  were 
incurred. 

Held,  that  as 
to  the  joint  bill 
of  costs,  there 
could  be  no 
lien  in  favour 
of -4.;  if  other- 
wise, there 
would  have 
been  lien  ;  and 
as  to  his  sepa- 
rate bill  of 
costs,  he  had 
taken  the 
deeds  as  mort- 
gagee and  not 
as  solicitor, 
and  therefore 
had  no  h'en  for 
costs. 


power  of  anticipation,  with  a  general  power  of  appoint- 
ment by  will  only,  and  in  default  of  appointment,  re- 
mainder to  her  in  fee,  by  way  of  equitable  mortgage — 
with  her  bankers,  to  secure  43/.  Mr.  Annesley,  who  was 
Lady  Dunboyne^s  ordinary  solicitor,  went  with  her  to  the 
bankers,  and  at  her  request  paid  the  432.  for  her,  and 
took  possession  of  the  title  deeds,  which  he  thenceforth 
and  to  the  time  of  her  death  retained.  No  memorandum 
passed;  and  there  was  no  evidence  to  show  with  what 
specific  intention  Annesley  was  permitted  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  deeds.  He  afterwards  continued  to  act 
as  Lady  Dunboyne^s  solicitor,  as  well  during  the  con- 
cealment of  the  marriage  as  afterwards ;  but  he  knew  of 
the  marriage.  The  question  was,  whether  he  could  claim 
the  ordinary  solicitor's  lien  for  his  costs,  and  retain  the 
deeds  till  he  was  paid  ?  With  respect  to  the  costs  as  to 
part,  they  were  costs  incurred  to  Annesley  and  his  part- 
ner Read  before  the  delivery  of  the  title  deeds  to  An- 
nesley. 

Mr.  Dickenson^  for  Mr.  Annesley 

The  deeds  came  into  his  possession  properly  as  Lady 
Dunhoyne^s  solicitor.  The  title  deeds  relate  to  property 
to  which  she  was  entitled,  and  which  she  could  have 
charged ;  therefore  they  ought  not  to  be  taken  out  of  his 
possession. 

The  costs  for  which  he  claims  were  incurred  in  respect 
to  business  done  by  him  as  her  solicitor  generally.  This 
is  not  the  case  of  a  party  asking  for  active  relief;  he  only 
asks  not  to  have  taken  from  him  what  he  holds.  If  Lady 
Dunboyne  had  survived  her  husband,  she  clearly  could 
not  have  taken  the  deed  from  him.  What  difference  can 
her  death  make?  Her  heir,  or  devisee,  can  have  no 
better  right  than  she  would  have  had. 
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Mr.  Cfreene,  contriL. 

The  bills  of  costs  were  as  to  ISO/.,  the  bill  otAnnesley 
and  Read.  The  deeds  never  came  into  their  joint  pos- 
session ;  therefore  no  lien  could  attach  on  the  deeds  in 
favour  of  Read:  Re  Far8hatD{a)\  Pdly  v.  Wathen{J>). 
Annedey  cannot,  in  point  of  solicitor's  lien,  stand  in  any 
better  position  than  Annesley  and  Read, 

Then  as  to  the  costs  claimed  by  Mr.  Annesley  sepa- 
rately. 

The  deeds  came  into  Annesley's  possession,  not  as  so- 
licitor, but  as  paying  off  her  mortgage,  and  therefore  as 
in  effect  a  transferee  of  the  mortgage.  The  4SL  cannot 
be  due  to  him  except  as  mortgagee.  It  was  a  cash  ad- 
vance, for  which  he  took  the  deeds  as  a  deposit.  At  that 
time  there  were  no  separate  costs.  For  what  purpose 
and  with  what  intention  could  he  have  taken  the  deeds 
except  as  a  deposit  to  secure  the  43/.?  This  case  there- 
fore is  directly  within  Pelly  v.  Wathen  and  Vaughan  v. 
Vanderstegen  (c). 

Next,  at  the  time  the  deeds  came  into  Annesley^s  pos- 
session, Lady  Dunboyne  had  nothing  in  possession  except 
a  life  interest,  without  power  of  anticipation.  Now  can 
the  right  by  lien  attach  on  deeds  by  the  act  of  a  party 
who  has  no  present  authority  to  part  with  them  ?  Lady 
Dunboyne  had  only  a  reversionary  interest  in  the  estate, 
and  she  might  charge  the  reversion  by  fine;  but  she 
could  not  part  with  the  deeds  in  respect  of  her  life  estate^ 
which  she  could  not  charge. 

(a)  16  Sim.  \%\.  {h)  7  Hare,  851. 

(c)  %  Drew.  165. 


1854. 
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Vaughah 
Vamder- 

STSOEN. 


Mr.  Dickenson,  in  reply. 

lie  Forshaw  and  PeUy  v.  Wdthen  ere  cases  in  which 
what  was  decided  is,  that  lien  can  only  be  in  &vour  of 
the  person  who  claims  the  debt.  Here  the  party  claim- 
ing the  lien  is  the  person  who  claims  the  debt.  As  to 
the  costs  incurred  by  Annesley  and  Read^  they  belonged 
to  Annesley  alone  at  the  time  he  took  the  deeds. 

Mr.  Annesley  was  not  mortgagee  at  all.  He  paid  the 
money  and  took  the  deeds^  not  as  mortgagee,  but  as  Lady 
Dunboynes  solicitor  and  agent.  There  is  no  intention 
shown  on  the  part  of  Lady  Dunhoyne  to  deposit  the  deeds 
by  way  of  mortgage. 

On  the  other  point,  Lady  Dunbayne  was  entitled  to 
the  reversion  in  fee,  and  she  could  have  conveyed  that 
remainder  by  fine.  It  was  therefore  capable  of  support- 
ing lien. 


The  Vice-Chancellor,  after  observing  on  the  hard- 
ship of  the  case,  proceeded : — 

It  is,  I  think,  clear  that  a  solicitor  cannot  sustain  the 
claim  of  ordinary  solicitor's  lien  upon  deeds,  unless  they 
come  into  the  custody  of  the  same  person  whose  bill  of 
costs  is  the  object  of  lien.  Here  the  bill  of  costs  was, 
as  to  part,  the  bill  of  Annesley  and  Mead ;  the  deeds  did 
not  come  into  their  joint  possession.  The  debt  was  due 
at  law  to  Annesley  and  Recui  ;  and  although  in  virtue  of 
their  contract,  it  actually  belonged  to  Anneal^,  still  the 
debt  could  not  be  sued  for  except  in  the  names  of  Annes- 
ley and  Read;  one  of  them  could  not  have  sued  alone. 
Annesley  then  cannot  have  a  lien  for  the  debt  on  deeds 
which  came  to  his  hands  subsequently  to  the  debt  To 
the  extent  therefore  of  the  joint  bill  of  costs,  I  think  it 
clear  that  there  is  no  lien. 


CASES   IN   CHANCERY. 


418 


As  to  that  part  of  the  claim  which  consists  of  the 
bill  of  costs  of  AnnesUy  alone,  the  question  is  this, 
— in  what  character  Annesley  became  possessed  of  the 
deeds  ?  If  he  became  possessed  of  them  as  solicitor, 
then  the  question  would  arise,  how  far  a  married  woman 
in  Lady  Dunhcynis  circumstances  could,  by  handing 
to  her  solicitor  deeds,  give  a  lien  against  herself  and 
her  heirs  ?  However,  that  question  does  not  arise,  be- 
cause I  am  of  opinion  that  the  deeds  came  into  the 
possession  of  Annesley,  not  as  solicitor  but  as  mort- 
gagee ;  that  is,  they  came  into  the  possession  of  one  who, 
at  the  request  of  Lady  Dunboyne,  paid  off  her  equitable 
mortgage  and  took  the  deeds ;  thus  acquiring  a  right  to 
stand  in  the  mortgagee's  shoes.  Suppose  there  had  been 
no  bill  of  costs,  and  after  AmMsley  had  thus  paid  the 
43Z.  and  taken  the  deeds,  Lady  Dunhoyne  had  applied 
for  restoration  of  the  deeds,  Annesley  would  have  had  a 
right  to  say,  I  am  not  retaining  these  deeds  as  your  soli- 
citor ;  but,  having  paid  off  the  debt  to  the  banker  and 
taken  the  deeds  at  Lady  Dunboyne's  request,  he  had  a 
right  to  say  he  would  stand  in  the  shoes  of  the  mortgagee ; 
that  he  was  equitable  mortgagee  for  the  ASL  That  stamps 
the  character  in  which  he  became  possessed  of  the  deeds. 
I  am  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  Mr.  Annesley  became 
possessed  of  the  deeds  not  as  solicitor,  but  as  mortgagee ; 
and  therefore  he  is  not  entitled  to  a  lien  as  solicitor  for 
his  bill  of  costs. 


1854. 
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1854: 
26th  June. 

Practice, 
A.incndtnent* 
Jurisdiction.  THOMPSON  V.  JUDGE, 

Motion  to  IN  this  case  Mr.  Bazcdgette  moved  for  leave  to  amend 

amend  after  the  ^  ]^\\\  ^f^^  publication  passed,  and  the  cause  ready  for 
cause  was  ,       .  "^  "^ 

ripe  for  hear-      neanng. 
ing,  by  making 

case  incoiTs^-        '^^®  ^^  made  by  the  bill  was,  that  the  testator  had, 
tent  with  the  among  other  bequests,  bequeathed  to  the  Defendant  car- 
case originally  ^^^  pictures  and  other  things ;  that  he  was  induced  to 
made,  refused  ,  ,   ,  ,  i        i      .  « 
with  cosu.  make  such  bequest  through  undue  influence. 
Motion  for 

bv  makins^a  '^^^  motion  was  for  leave  to  amend  by  striking  this 

case  which  allegation  out,  and  substituting  for  it  an  allegation  that 

was,  m  effect,     ^j^^  testator  never  knew  that  the  gift  was  introduced ; 
that  a  part  of  a  ^  ^  ®,  ,  ' 

will  was  ob-       never  intended  to  make  it ;  and  that  it  was  introduced  by 

uined  by  fraud,  the  fraud  of  the  Defendant.     The  facts  are  more  fully 

Juest  void?  stated  in  the  judgment. 

Held,  that  such 

S^^fbe  ^'-  Bazalgette  referred  to  Hindson  v.  Wetherm{a) 

permitted,  on  to  show  that  this  Court  was  not  precluded  from  giving 

the  ground  that  ^gy^f  against  a  will  fraudulently  obtained. 

if  introduced,  it 

made  a  case  on 

which  the  Court       ^f-  Glasse  and  Mr.  Shee^  contr^. 


to  ldju<^crte'  The  Plaintiff  cannot  be  allowed  totally  to  alter  his  case 
after  the  cause  is  ripe  for  hearing.  He  might  perhaps 
amend  consistently  with  the  case  originally  made;  but 
here  he  seeks  to  establish,  not  a  mere  additional  case, 
but  a  case  the  very  opposite  of  the  original.  Besides,  if 
the  new  case  be  true,  it  is  one  for  the  Ecclesiastical  Court, 
to  set  aside  a  part  of  the  will.     Hindson  v.  Wetherill 

(a)  18  Jur.  499,  and  afterwards  affirmed  on  appeal. 
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18  directly  against  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Court-  The 
Plaintiff  originally  charges  the  Defendant  with  using 
undue  influence.  He  finds  he  cannot  now  substantiate 
that,  and  he  cannot  now  be  permitted  to  alter  his  case 
into  what  is  in  effect  a  charge  of  forgery. 

Mr.  Bazalgette,  in  reply. 

We  do  not  ask  the  Court  at  all  to  decide  the  question  ; 
we  only  ask  to  be  put  into  a  position  to  try  the  cause  on 
its  real  facts.  On  the  question  of  jurisdiction^  Hindsan 
V.  Wetherill  does  not  repudiate  the  jurisdiction ;  it  was 
decided  on  the  particular  facts,  and  the  question  of  juris* 
diction  is  expressly  saved.  We  have  not  raised  any 
question  as  to  the  competency  of  the  testator.  The 
question  is,  did  he  intend  this  gift  to  his  solicitor  ?  and 
the  onus  probandi  in  such  a  case  is  in  the  donee.  We 
do  not  dispute  the  legal  title  of  the  executor ;  but  we  say 
he  holds,  not  for  this  legatee,  but  for  us  as  residuary 
legatees. 


415 


1854. 


The  Vice-Chancellor: 

The  Plaindff,  by  his  bill,  states  that  the  testator  made 
a  will,  by  which,  among  other  bequests,  he  bequeathed 
to  the  Defendant  Jtulge  certain  pictures  and  books  in 
rooms  in  the  testator's  house,  which  he  describes ;  and 
he  alleges  that  for  several  years  previous  to  the  testator's 
death.  Judge  was  very  intimate  with  and  had  acquired 
great  influence  over  him. 

The  issue  tendered  by  the  bill  is  this:  — that  the  tes- 
tator knew  well  that  he  was  making  the  bequest  in  ques- 
tion, and  was  induced  to  make  it  by  undue  influence. 
That  issue  was  accepted  by  the  Defendant ;  the  parties 
go  into  evidence  on  each  side ;  publication  has  passed ; 
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the  cause  is  ready  to  be  heard :  and  then  the  Plaintiff 
comes  and  makes  an  application  to  amend  for  the  pur- 
pose of  stating  to  this  effect, — that  instead  of  the  testator 
being  induced  by  undue  influence  to  make  the  bequest, 
he  did  not  know  the  will  contained  it ;  that  it  never  was 
his  intention  to  make  any  such  bequest;  that  it  was  in- 
troduced fraudulently,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  tes- 
tator, by  Judge ;  and  that  is  the  issue  which  it  is  now 
intended  to  introduce  by  the  proposed  amendment. 


That  raises  this  serious  question,  whether  the  Court 
will,  at  this  stage  of  a  cause  and  in  this  state  of  the 
proceedings,  allow  the  Plaintifl^  not  to  introduce  facts 
in  support  of  the  allegations  of  the  bill,  but  to  strike 
out  the  original  allegations,  and  introduce  allegations  in 
direct  contradiction  to  them ;  so  that  when  the  cause  is 
brought  to  issue  on  one  representation,  that  is  to  be 
struck  out,  and  the  cause  is  to  be  heard  on  an  opposite 
representation.  It  is  said  that  the  effect  of  the  evidence 
is,  that  the  testator  did  not  know  of  this  clause  in  the 
will ;  that  he  never  put  it  in.  Now,  supposing  that 
the  allegation  were  introduced,  what  would  be  its  ob- 
ject? Why  the  object  of  the  bill  would  be  then  to 
obtain  a  declaration  that  the  bequest  made  by  this  par- 
ticular clause  in  the  will  is  no  part  of  the  will;  in 
other  words,  to  declare,  that  whereas  the  Ecclesiastical 
Court  has  decreed  this  instrument  and  every  part  of  it  to 
be  the  will,  yet  as  to  a  part,  it  is  not  the  will.  Now  the 
effect  of  grant  of  probate  by  the  Ecclesiastical  Court  is 
to  conclude  this  Court  and  all  other  Courts  on  the  ques- 
tion, whether  that  which  is  copied  in  the  probate,  or  any 
part  of  it,  is  or  is  not  the  will.  No  doubt  there  may  be 
cases  where  this  Court  may  find  and  enforce  a  trust;  but 
it  clearly  has  no  power  to  declare  that  that  which  the 
probate  represents  to  be  the  will,  or  any  part  of  it,  is  not 
the  will. 
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Thompson 

V, 


His  Honor  added  that  he  found  no  sufficient  evidence  1854. 

to  show  that  the  will  was  not  read  over  to  the  testator, 
and  that  he  did  not  know  of  the  bequest  to  the  Defendant 
being  contained  in  it ;  and  on  both  grounds  refused  the         Judge. 
motion  with  costs.  1854 : 

19th,  20th  and 
22nd  July. 


Superstitious 
Uses. 

HEATH  V.  CHAPMAN.  Mu^sfs. 

1  HIS  case  came  on  upon  the  certificate  of  the  chief  Trusts  declared 

clerk ;  and  the  questions  principally  discussed,  and  on  "***  certain  Ro- 

,  .  ,    ,  .  ,  ..  f    .    ,  .  ,  "^an  Cathohc 

which  the  material  part  of  the  judgment  was  given,  turned  chapels,  for 

on  the  effect  of  certain  trusts  declared  by  the  late  Do-  saying  masses 

menico  Dragonetti  (who  was  a  Roman  Catholic)  during  ^^^  the  souls*  of 

his  lifetime.     The  certificate  of  the  chief  clerk  was  as  the  donor  and 

follows  on  the  material  points  :—  for  other  souls, 

'^  and  for  the 

souls  of  the 
Domenico  Dragonetti^  the  testator  in  the  pleadings  "  V^^^  dead,*' 
named,  shortly  before  his  death  was  desirous  of  bequeath-  pj^yg  purposes, 
ing  by  his  will  the  several  annuities  hereinafter  mentioned.      Held,  that 

that  is  to  say:-  the  gift  for 

^  masses,  &c.,  for 

1st.  An  annuity  of  25Z.  to  be  paid  to  Signor  Giovanni  ^^^  dead  were 

Zimolo  of  Venice  (the  husband  of  the  testator's  late  sister  ^nd  void  •  that 

Marietta  Zimolo)  for  his  life,  and  after  his  decease  to  be  the  pious  uses 

paid  in  perpetuity  every  year  to  the  church  at  Mestre  near  rehffious'usM 

Venice,  where  the  said  Marietta  Zimolo  was  buried,  for  be  separated 

masses  and  requiems  for  the  souls  of  the  testator  and  the  ""^P" '"®  others, 
.  1  n^  r^  ^^^  ^^^^  there- 

said  Marietta  Zimolo.  fore  also  bad ; 

and  that  the 
2nd.  An  annuity  of  20/.  in  perpetuity  to  the  cathedral  ^^^^  codd"not 

church  of  St.  Mark  at  Venice  for  masses  and  requiems  be  construed 

charitable  uses ; 
consequently,  the  property  given  to  these  uses  went  to  the  residuary 
legatees  of  the  donor. 
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1854.         for  the  souls  of  the  said  testator  and  the  poor  dead,  and 
for  other  pious  uses. 

3rd.  An  annuity  of  201.  in  perpetuity  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  church  in  Mborfields  in  London,  for  the  purpose 
of  having  masses  and  requiems  said  and  performed  for 
the  benefit  of  the  soul  of  the  said  testator  and  the  souls 
of  the  poor  dead^  and  for  other  pious  uses ;  and 

4th.  An  annuity  of  10/.  per  annum  to  the  Defendant 
Mary  Chapman  during  her  life. 

And  having  been  informed  by  his  solicitor  that  be- 
quests for  pious  uses  and  masses  for  the  dead  were  con- 
trary to  the  spirit  of  the  English  lavir^  and  that  difficulties 
must  arise  in  supporting  or  carrying  out  trusts  for  such  a 
purpose  in  this  country,  and  that  if  he  the  said  testator 
determined  to  carry  into  effect  the  gifts  which  he  intended 
to  make  for  those  purposes,  the  same  could  only  be  done 
either  by  an  actual  transfer  of  a  sufficient  amount  of  stock 
in  his  (the  testator's)  lifetime  into  the  names  of  trustees, 
to  carry  out  his  intentions,  or  by  the  actual  payment  of 
the  necessary  amount  of  money;  the  said  testator  a 
few  days  afterwards  bad  communications  and  interviews 
with  the  Plaintifis  severally  as  to  the  transfer  into  their 
names* by  him  of  bank  annuities,  and  the  application 
thereof  by  them  for  the  purposes  he  was  so  as  aforesaid 
desirous  to  effect ;  and  the  Plaintiffs  at  such  interviews 
severally  promised  to  the  said  testator  that  they  would 
perform  the  trusts  so  to  be  reposed  in  them  ;  and  on  the 
1st  day  of  April,  1846,  the  testator  accordingly  trans- 
ferred 3,02'^Z.  Off.  4rf.,  Three  pounds  five  shillings  per 
cent,  annuities,  then  standing  in  his  name  in  the  books  of 
the  governor  and  company  of  the  Bank  of  England^  into 
the  names  of  the  Plaintiffs. 


CASES    IN    CHANCERY.  419 

The  said  testator,  after  the  transfer  of  the  said  bank  1854. 

annuities  and  the  instructions  so  as  aforesaid  given  by 
him  to  the  Plaintiffs  for  the  application  thereof  and  of 
the  dividends  to  arise  therefrom,  made  ahd  executed  his 
vill  in  writing,  dated  the  6th  day  of  April,  1846 ;  but 
did  not  thereby,  or  by  any  other  writing,  declare  any 
trusts  in  respect  of  the  said  bank  annuities,  the  whole 
whereof  was  at  the  time  of  his  decease  standing  in  the 
names  of  the  said  Plaintifis. 

The  testator  died  on  the  16th  day  of  April,  1846. 

There  was  considerable  discussion  at  the  bar  on  the 
question,  whether  on  the  facts  there  was  any  clear  and 
valid  declaration  of  trusts,  but  on  that  point  the  Court 
expressed  in  the  course  of  the  argument,  a  clear  opinion. 

Mr.  Hoare,  for  the  trustees  of  the  fund,  stated  the  case 
and  left  it  to  the  Court. 

Mr.  WtckenSt  on  behalf  of  the  Crown,  contended  that 
the  words  '*  other  pious  uses"  created  a  good  charitable 
use.     He  relied  on  Attorney- General  v.  Herrick  (a). 

Mr.  JSai/y^and  Mr.  Bagshawe,  for  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Whittrff  the  priest  of  the  Romaii  Catholic  chapel  at 
Mborfields, 

The  gift  is  for  requiems,  masses,  &c.,  and  other  pious 
uses.  There  is  no  compulsion  under  this  on  the  priest 
to  say  masses  for  the  dead.  But  if  there  were,  prayers 
for  the  souls  of  the  dead  are  not  even  contrary  to  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Church  oi England:  JBreeks  v.  Woolfret/{a)* 
How  then  can  a  gift  for  such  prayers  be  an  illegal  use  ? 

(a)  Amb.  712.  (b)  1  Curteis,  880. 
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Besides,  to  take  the  gift  in  detail :  First,  it  is  to  say 
requiems.  Now  a  requiem  is  not  a  mass  at  all ;  it  is 
merely  a  series  of  psalms  said  or  sung,  without  that  which 
is  the  essence  of  the  mass, — the  sacrifice. 


Then  as  to  masses.  If  saying  masses  for  the  repose 
of  the  dead  is  a  superstitious  use,  a  gift  for  any  mass 
generally  must  be,  and  that  is  clearly  not  the  law ;  for 
though  there  may  be  a  mass  for  a  particular  person's  soul, 
which  is  different  in  form  from  the  ordinary  mass,  it  is 
not  difierent  in'  substance ;  and  in  every  mass  the  priest 
necessarily  prays  for  the  souls  of  all  the  dead. 

At  common  law  there  is  nothing  superstitious  in  praying 
for  the  souls  of  the  dead ;  no  authority  is  cited  to  show 
that  there  is.  Unless  the  stat.  of  Edw.  6,  c.  14,  makes 
such  a  gift  a  gift  to  superstitious  uses,  there  is  nothing 
which  does  so.  But  the  statute  is  only  retrospective ;  it 
is  so  in  terms,  and  it  does  not  touch  any  future  gift^ 
West  V.  Shuttleworth  (a),  which  will  be  relied  on  by  the 
other  side,  purports  to  rest  on  the  authority  of  cases  in 
Duke;  but  if  you  look  at  those  cases,  they  do  not  at  all 
support  the  proposition.  [They  referred  in  particular  to  a 
case  of  Pile  and  The  Clothwarkers  of  London  (ft).]  The 
others  are  to  the  same  effect.  The  quesUon  is,  there- 
fore, is  the  plain  effect  of  the  statute  to  be  altered?  We 
do  not  therefore  rely  exclusively  on  the  stat.  of  Will.  4, 
1832 ;  we  claim  under  the  common  law,  which  does  not 
avoid  such  gifts  as  those  comprised  in  the  trusts.  But  if 
our  claim  is  not  good  at  common  law,  at  any  rate  it  is 
under  the  stat.  of  Will.  4. 

Mr.  Anderson  and  Mr.  Ellison,  for  the  residuary  lega- 
tees of  the  testator. 

They  argued  at  some  length  on  the  incompleteness  of 

(a)  2  My.  &  K.  684.  (6)  Duke,  95. 
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the  creation  of  the  trust,  and  its  revocability  if  it  was  1854>. 

well  created.  But  on  this  point  the  Court  was  clear  and 
called  for  no  reply.  They  said  also  that  the  attempt 
was  a  violation  of  the  Wills  Act 

On  the  question  of  the  trusts  being  for  superstitious 
uses. 

The  Stat,  of  Will.  4  does  not  touch  the  law  as  to  su«- 
perstttious  uses;  it  puts  Catholics,  as  regards  all  that 
relates  to  the  creation  and  sustentation  of  their  places  of 
worship  and  education,  on  the  same  footing  as  Pro- 
testant dissenters ;  but  it  does  not  make  any  use  which 
was  superstitious,  cease  to  be  so.  They  referred  to  At- 
torney-General v.  Fishmongers^  Company{a)f  which  was 
subsequent  to  the  stat.  of  Will.  4;  Cherry  v.  Mbtt(jb); 
Mead  v.  Hodgens  (c). 

Breeks  v.  Woolfreyid)  does  not  affect  the  question. 
That  was  in  the  nature  of  a  criminal  case,  and  all  that 
was  decided  was,  that  persons  putting  on  a  tombstone  a 
prayer  for  the  dead,  were  not  liable  to  ecclesiastical  cen- 
sure. 

All  the  authorities  since  the  stat.  of  Edw.  6  have  re- 
cognized the  state  of  the  law  as  it  is  laid  down  in  West 
V.  Shuttleworth  (e).  The  gifts  therefore  for  the  requiems 
and  masses  for  the  soul  of  the  testator,  &e ,  are  clearly 
void.  Then  it  is  said  that  the  gift  for  other  pious  uses 
may  be  good ;  but  they  cannot  be  severed  from  the  gene- 
ral gift. 

Then  the  question  is,  who  is  to  take  the  property,  the 

(a)  2  Beav.  151.  {d)  \  Curt.  880. 

(6)  1  Myl.  &  Cr.  US.  (e)  t  Myl.  &  K.  684. 

(c)  7  If.  Eq.  Reports,  17. 
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crown  for  charity,  or  the  next  of  kin  ?  Attomey-Oeneral 
V.  Herrich  (a)  is  rather  against  the  claim  of  the  crown ; 
it  cannot  take  the  pious  uses  as  such^  and  no  cy  pris 
scheme  will  be  directed:  Attorney-General  v.  Hinx- 
fnan(b).  They  cited  also  De  Oarcin  v.  LatDsan(jc)i 
2  Wms.  Exors.  (rf). 

The  words  ^^  poor  dead"  do  not  refer  to  the  souls  of 
the  indigent ;  **  poor  dead"  is  a  technical  term  used  by 
Catholics  to  designate  the  souls  in  purgatory ;  it  is  equi- 
valent to  '^  suffering  souls." 

Mr.  Elderton  appeared  for  Mary  Chapman. 

Mr.  Baily,  in  reply,  observed,  that  as  to  the  gift  for 
masses  and  other  pious  uses,  even  if,  as  to  the  other  pur- 
poses, it  could  not  be  supported,  it  might  as  to  that  All 
the  purposes  connected  with  the  Church  are  necessarily 
pious ;  the  whole  money  may  therefore  be  applied  to 
lawful  purposes. 

The  other  points  made  in  argument  are  referred  to  in 
the  Judgment. 


The  Vice-Chancellor  : 

The  first  question  raised  is,  whether  such  a  gift  as  this, 
by  a  transfer  of  stock  to  trustees  and  a  verbal  declaration 
of  the  purposes,  is  a  violation  of  the  Wills  Act;  and  I  do 
not  think  it  is.  The  Wills  Act  requires,  in  order  that 
the  instrument  shall  operate  as  a  will,  that  it  shall  be 
signed,  &c. ;  but  all  that  does  not  prevent  any  person 
from  doing  what  he  might  clearly  have  done  before  the 


(a)  Arab.  712. 

(6)  2  Tac.  &  W.  270. 

(c)  4  Ves.  433,  n.   ' 


(d)  Chapter  on  Supersti- 
tious Uses. 
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act,  viz.,  by  transferring  a  sum  of  stock  to  trustees,  and  1854. 

verbally  declaring  the  trusts,  to  create  a  trust. 

It  IS  quite  clear  that  a  trust  may  be  by  parol ;  but  then 
the  creator  of  the  trust  must  act  so  as  to  make  it  a  trust 
executed.  If  he  executes  it, — if,  for  instance,  he  transfers 
a  fund  into  the  names  of  trustees,  and  then  verbally  de- 
clares the  trusts,  and  it  can  be  clearly  ascertained  what  the 
intended  trusts  are,  that  is  a  good  creation  of  a  trust. 

Next,  was  this  a  revocable  trust?  Now,  assuming 
that  it  was  revocable  by  the  testator,  is  it  revocable  as 
against  him  by  his  residuary  legatees  ?  He  meant  it  for 
his  own  benefit ;  and  even  if  he  could  have  revoked  it, 
yet,  having  created  a  trust  for  his  own  benefit,  and  not 
having  revoked  it,  those  who  claim  under  or  through  him 
cannot,  I  think,  revoke  it. 

But  the  material  question  is,  whether  the  uses  or  pur- 
poses to  which  the  donor  has  devoted  portions  of  his 
property,  are  void  as  superstitious.  Now,  it  is  quite  clear 
that,  at  all  events  before  the  2  &3  Will.  4,  it  was  com- 
monly assumed  to  be  the  law,  and  the  assumption  was 
acted  on,  that  a  gift  to  a  priest  for  masses  for  the  repose 
of  the  testator's  soul,  or  a  gift  to  a  priest  to  say  masses 
generally,  was  superstitious  and  void.  The  way  in  which 
this  came  to  be  the  law  is  this :  at  the  time  of  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Stat,  of  Edw.  6,  such  gifts  were  void.  That 
statute  declares,  as  to  certain  uses,  not  that  they  are 
void — it  assumes  that — ^but  that  the  property  given  to 
such  uses  IS  to  belong  to  the  Crown ;  and  the  Courts 
of  Law  have  subsequently  put  this  interpretation  on 
that  statute,  not  that  it  actually  declares  such  trusts  to 
be  void,  but  that  it  stamps  on  all  such  trusts,  whether 
created  before  or  subsequently  to  the  statute,  the  cha- 
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1854.  racter  of  illegalityi  on  the  ground  of  being  superstitious ; 

^77^^^*^^        it  gives  to  the  Crown  certain  property  devoted  to  such 
i;,  uses,  but  It  stamps  all  such  uses  as  superstitious  and 

Chapman.  void.  That  has  been  the  view  of  the  Courts  of  Law ; 
and  Lord  Coitenhamy  when  Master  of  the  Rolls,  in 
referring  to  the  cases  collected  in  Duke^  refers  to  the 
cases  where  that  is  stated.  The  great. case  is  Adams  v. 
Lambert  (a),  in  the  argument  of  which  a  number  of  other 
cases  are  cited,  and  in  every  one  it  is  assumed,  and  in 
some  decided,  that  gids  for  such  purposes  were  super- 
stitious and  void.  It  was  contended  by  Mr.  Bagshawe 
that  the  cases  in  Duke  do  not  decide  that  point,  and  be 
referred  to  one  in  particular.  But  if  that  case  is  exa- 
mined, it  will  be  found  that  the  point  was,  that  the  gift 
was  not  of  the  land,  and  therefore  the  king  did  not  take 
the  land;  that  was  all.  A  series  of  cases  has  left  no 
doubt  what  the  law  was,  at  least  down  to  the  stat.  of 
-  Will.  4.  Then  what  did  that  statute  do?  If  it  had 
meant  to  alter  the  law  with  respect  to  superstitious  uses, 
certainly  it  uses  the  most  singularly  inapt  words  that 
could  be  well  imagined  for  the  purpose.  But  in  truth 
there  is  no  such  indication  of  intention  in  the  act  at  all. 
What  it  intended  was  this.  As  to  their  places  of  wor^ 
ship,  as  to  their  places  of  education,  and  as  to  the  em- 
ployment of  persons  officiating  in  their  ceremonial,  it 
intended  to  put  Roman  Catholics  on  the  same  footing 
as  Protestant  Dissenters.  But  it  does  not  refer  at  all  to 
the  purposes  to  which  property  is  devoted,  which,  if  su- 
perstitious, still  render  the  gift  void.  No  doubt,  if  pro- 
perty is  given  for  the  use  of  a  place  of  worship,  that  is 
good ;  but  the  statute  leaves  quite  untouched  the  case, 
where  property  is  given  for  superstitious  uses.  That  is 
the  view  taken  in  West  v.  Shuttleworth,  with  respect  to 
which  I  must  say,  that  besides  feeling  myself  bound  to 
follow  it,  even  if  I  did  not  entirely  agree  with  it,  I  do  in 
(a)  Duke,  90. 
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fact  entirely  subscribe  to  the  correctness  of  the  reasoning 
in  it.  That  case  is  almost  on  all  fours  with  this ;  subject 
only  to  this,  whether  in  this  case  there  are  any  parts  of 
the  gifts  which  are  to  charitable  uses.  Now,  first,  there 
is  the  gift  to  the  Church  at  Mestri,  near  Venice,  for 
masses  and  requiems.  Then  next  there  is  the  gift  to 
the  Church  of  St  Mark,  for  masses  for  the  soul  of  the 
testator,  and  for  the  poor  dead. 


1854. 


The  question  on  this  is,  whether  the  gift  for  saying 
masses  for  the  souls  of  the  poor  dead  makes  the  gift 
charitable  ?  The  usual  test  applied  to  try  questions  of  this 
kind  has  been  the  statute  of  the  43rd  of  Eliz.  c.  4.  In 
that  statute  are  enumerated  a  variety  of  uses  which  are 
charitable.  [His  Honor  referred  to  the  section  of  the 
act]  Charitable  uses  are  not  exactly  confined  to  those 
which  are  specifically  expressed  in  the  act ;  but  to  be  cha- 
ritable uses,  they  must  be  such  as  are  there  enumerated,  or 
uses  of  an  analogous  character.  Now,  saying  masses  for 
the  souls  of  the  poor  dead  would  have,  I  think,  no  analogy 
to  any  of  those  enumerated  in  the  statute.  Even  if  1 
were  to  take  the  construction  of  the  word  poor  dead  to 
mean  those  who  in  life  were  poor,  too  indigent  to  provide 
for  masses,  even  then  that  would  not  be  a  charity  within 
the  meaning  of  the  statute ;  but  if,  as  I  am  told,  the  words 
are  used  to  refer  to  the  condition  of  the  souls  after  death, 
in  purgatory,  it  is  impossible  to  say  that  that  bears  any 
the  slightest  analogy  to  any  charity  described  in  the 
statute. 


Then  as  to  the  pious  uses  annexed  to  the  gift,  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  that,  though  every  charitable  use  is  in  some 
sense  a  pious  use,  yet  there  are  many  pious  uses,  par- 
ticularly in  the  view  of  a  Roman  Catholic,  having  no  in- 
gredient whatever  of  charity.  Take  the  case  which  has 
been  suggested  in  argument  of  lighted  tapers  ;  it  is  clear 
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that  would  be  a  pious  use :  so  take  the  case  of  ornaments 
for  adorning  or  dressing  a  figure  of  the  Virgin  Mary ; 
that  would  be,  in  the  eyes  of  a  Roman  Catholic,  a  pious 
use,  but  it  clearly  would  be  no  charity ;  and  it  is  clear 
that  on  principle  a  pious  use  is  not  necessarily  a  chari- 
table use.  Then  the  question  remains  whether,  there 
being  a  gift  to  a  church  for,  among  others,  pious  uses,  I 
may  not  construe  that  as  a  gift  to  the  church  for  the  or- 
dinary purposes  of  the  church,  not  being  superstitious, 
and  shut  my  eyes  to  the  direction  for  saying  masses  and 
requiems  for  the  souls  of  the  dead  ?  But  I  think  I  can- 
not: the  admixture  of  those  uses  vitiates  the  gifts  to 
pious  uses.  Even  if  they  could  be  supported  as  gifts 
for  such  pious  uses  as  are  charitable,  I  think  they  are 
vitiated  by  being  connected  with  the  direction  for  saying 
masses. 


The  only  remaining  question  is,  if  these  gifts  are  void, 
as  being  superstitious,  and  are  not  gifts  for  charitable 
purposes,  the  Crown  is  entitled  or  the  residuary  legatees  ? 
and  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  residuary  legatees 
are  entitled;  that  is  consistent  with  the  decision  in 
West  V.  Shuttlewarth,  and  with  the  statute  of  Edw.  6. 
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Vendor  and 
Purchaser, 
_  Particulars  of 

BRANDLING  v.  PLUMMER.  SaU. 

IN  this  cause  a  petition  was  presented  by  a  purchaseri  A  yendor,  in 

under  the  decree  of  the  Court,  for  compensation.  ^j?  particulars 

of  sale,  de- 
scribed certain 

He  bad  purchased  a  particular  lot,  No.  6,  which  as  to  cottages  as  part 
.     ,.  ,        .,     ,        -  „  « T^.  1       ofLot  6,  and 

the  point  m  dispute  was  described  as  follows  :— "  Eighty  ^s  in  the  occu- 

cottages  built  of  stone,  and  eight  cottages  partly  of  timber,  pation  of  the 

all  in  the  occupation  of  the  owners  o{ Sedghill  Colliery,  ^^j%^q^^ 

or  their  undertenants  or  workmen."    There  were  other  lienes,  or  their 

tenements  included  in  the  lot,  described  as  being  in  the  undertenants  or 
n  1.11  1    .  workmen.     By 

occupation  of  tenants,  but  without  the  rent  being  men-  i^  further  par- 

tioned.     Most  of  the  lots  were  over  coal  mines,  which  ticdar  he 

formed  the  subject  of  a  subsequent  part  of  the  particulars  f,  ^^^  mines 

of  sale.     At  the  end  of  the  particulars  of  these  land  lots,  and  minerals 

and  immediately  preceding  the  part  describing  the  mines,  ^'^hin  and  un- 
,1      ,    1  *.      1,.    .      ff\  f  ,     dersuchofthe 

and  headed  **  collieries,    there  was  a  general  paragraph,  collieries  as 

referring  to  reservations  of  rights,  containing  the  following  were  situate 
passage :—  "  The  mines  and  other  minerals  within  and  ^'^nThipr**" 
under  such  of  the  lots  as  are  situate  within  the  townships  were  reserved 

to  the  owners 
thereof,  with  such  powers  and  privileges  as  belonged  to  them." 
It  turned  out  that  the  mine  under  Lot  6  was  not  the  Sedghill  Col- 
liery, but  the  Hazelrigg  Colliery,  and  the  owners  of  the  Haxelrigg 
Colliery  had  in  some  wa^  obtained  or  long  used  a  right  to  build  and 
use  cottages  on  Lot  6  without  paying  rent,  except  a  trifling  compen- 
sation for  surface  damage,  and  they  had  transferred  their  right  to  the 
owners  of  the  Sedghill  Colliery  : 

Held,  that  the  particulars  did  not,  on  the  face  of  them,  convey 
such  information  as  the  vendor  ought  to  have  ^iven ;  but  inquiries 
were  directed  as  to  the  circumstances  under  which  the  cottages  were 
occupied,  and  whether  the  owners  of  the  Sedghill  Colliery  had  any 
right  against  the  vendor. 
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of  Wideapen,  Weetslaw  and  East  Bhutan,  are  reserved  to 
the  owners  thereof^  with  such  powers  and  privileges  as 
belong  to  them." 

It  turned  out  that  the  eighty-eight  cottages  paid  no 
rent.  They  had  been  built  and  occupied  for  upwards  of 
seventy  years.  They  had  originally,  as  it  appeared,  been 
so  built  and  occupied  by  the  owners  of  the  Hazelrigg 
Colliery,  which  was  under  lot  6  ]  and  they  had  transferred 
their  right  to  the  owners  of  the  Sedghill  Colliery,  who  at 
the  time  of  the  sale  were  working  both  collies.  How 
the  right  had  been  acquired,  whether  by  any  deed  or  by 
wrongful  occupation,  did  not  appear  clearly.  The  peti- 
tioner claimed  compensation. 

Mr.  SwanstoH  and  Mr.  Baggallay^  for  the  petitioner. 

The  question  is,  what  is  the  efiect  of  the  contract, 
having  regard  to  the  particulars  of  sale  ? 

The  purchaser  sees  cottages  described  as  in  the  occu- 
pation of  certain  persons ;  that  naturally  leads  to  the 
inference  that  there  is  a  rent  paid.  He  valued  the  pro- 
perty according  to  the  apparent  value  of  the  cottages ; 
and  it  was  a  surprise  upon  him  and  a  concealment  of 
information  that  the  vendor  ought  to  have  given,  not  to 
state  the  real  circumstances. 

Mr.  Glasse  and  Mr.  W.  D.  Lewis,  for  the  vendors. 

These  particulars  of  sale  could  not  mislead  any  one. 
It  is  said  no  rent  is  found  to  be  payable;  neither  is  any 
rent  stated  on  the  particulars  of  sale  to  be  payable.  The 
cottages  are  sold,  described  as  subject  to  certain  rights. 
Whatever  are  the  rights  existing  in  the  persons  described, 
subject  to  those  rights  the  purchaser  was  apprised  that 
he  purchased,  and  he  cannot  complain  that  he  is  to  take 


Beandlino 

0. 
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subject  to  them.    If  he  had  inquiredi  as  he  might  have  1854. 

done,  he  could  have  found  what  the  &ct8  are:  Dyer 

V.  Hargrove  (a) ;  Attwood  v.  SmaU  (ft) ;  Fewster  v.  Tur^ 

ner  (c) ;  Clapham  v.  ShiUito  (rf).  Plummbb. 

We  have,  by  the  particulars,  described  the  property 
with  the  utmost  accuracy.  Besides,  the  passage  in  p.  427 
distinctly  calls  the  attention  of  the  purchaser  to  the  fact 
that  the  owners  of  the  mines  under  the  lots  had  certain 
privileges  reserved.  If  he  had  taken  the  trouble  to  in- 
quire^ he  would  have  found  what  those  privileges  were. 

Mr.  Toiler,  for  Defendants  in  the  same  interest,  and 
Mr.  Schomberg,  for  creditors  on  the  estate,  insisted  also 
on  the  passage  in  p.  437,  observing  that  but  for  that,  the 
purchaser  might  have  claimed  the  mines ;  but  that  pas- 
sage, excepting  the  mines,  excepted  also  the  rights  of 
the  miners ;  and  the  purchaser  must  be  taken  to  have  read 
that  particular  of  sale  as  well  as  the  rest.  They  suggested 
also  the  impossibility  of  fixing  any  data  by  which  com* 
pensation  could  be  measured.  What  was  the  rent  that 
the  purchaser  had  expected?  what  had  he  a  right  to 
expect?  how  was  either  to  be  ascertained  ?  and  on  which . 
was  the  compensation  to  be  measured  ? 

Mr.  Freeling,  for  other  parties,  also  opposed. 

Mr.  StDanston,  in  reply. 

The  Vice-Chancellor  : 

The  difficulty  here,  as  in  a  great  majority  of  the  cases 


(a)  10  Ves.  505.  (c)  6  Jur.  144. 

(6)  6  CI.  &  Fin.  232.  (rf)  7  Beav.  146. 


22nd  July. 
Judgment. 
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Brandling 

V. 

Plumubr. 


which  come  before  the  Courts  is  not  a  difficulty  as  to 
what  the  law  is,  but  as  to  the  application  of  the  law. 
There  is  no  doubt  what  the  principle  is  as  to  questions 
of  this  kind ;    it  is  the  obvious  duty  of  a  vendor  to 
make  himself  fully  acquainted  with  all  the  peculiarities 
and  incidents  of  the  property  which  he  is  going  to  sell ; 
and  when  he  describes  the  property  for  the  information 
of  the  purchaser,  it  is  his  duty  to  describe  every  thing 
which  it  is  material  to  know,  in  order  to  judge  of  the 
nature  and  value  of  the  property.      It  is  not  for  him 
just  to  tell  what  is  not  actually  untrue,  leaving  out  a 
great  deal  that  is  true ;  and  leaving  it  to  the  purchaser 
to  inquire  whether  there  is  any  error  or  omission  in  the 
description  or  not.      The  question  in  this  case  arises 
with  respect  to  the  description  of  a  portion  of  the  pro- 
perty sold,  comprised  in  lot  6,  of  which  Mr.  Smith  was 
the  purchaser.     [His  Honor  referred  to  the  particulars 
set  out  in  p.  4^.]     The  question  is,  whether  there  is 
any  material  misdescription  or  error  as  to  these  eighty- 
eight  cottages  ?    Now,  by  looking  at  this  printed  par- 
ticular, what  would  any  individual  know  more  of  the 
property  than  might  be  obtained  by  ocular  inspection  ? 
.What  information  would  he  obtain  from  the  particulars? 
No  doubt  they  would  inform  him  that  the  eighty-eight 
cottages  were  in  the  occupation  of  the  owners  of  Sedghill 
Colliery,  but  that  would  give  no  information  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  occupation ;  and  the  inference  would  be,  if 
this  were  all,  that  the  occupation  was  occupation  of  the 
ordinary  kind.     If  there  had  been  a  lease,  it  ought  to 
have  been  mentioned;  there  being  none,  the  inference 
would  be  naturally  that  the  occupation  was  by  persons 
employed  by  the  owners  of  the  colliery  in  connection 
with  the  colliery.     But  then  there  is  the  further  passage 
[in  p.  4£7].    Now  that  passage  refers  clearly  to  the  prior 
lots ;  and  I  agree  with  the  respondent  that  the  purchaser 
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should  have  read  that  paragraph  as  well  as  any  other ; 
and  he  must  have  seen  what  was  the  purpose  of  the  pas- 
sage.    I  do  not,  in  fact,  doubt  that  he  read  it. 

Now  what  could  the  purchaser  have  collected  from  this 
passage?  Why,  that  with  respect  to  the  mines  and 
minerals  under  the  lot  that  he  was  about  to  buy,  he 
would  be  subject  to  the  powers  and  privileges  vested  in 
the  owners  of  those  mines ;  that  is,  all  the  powers  and 
privileges  usual  in  mining  leases.  To  those  he  could 
not  complain  of  being  subject ;  but  that  could  not  lead 
him  to  conclude,  when  he  saw  by  the  description  of  lot  6 
that  the  eighty-eight  cottages  were  in  the  occupation  of 
the  owners  of  the  SedghUl  Colliery,  that  they  were  occu- 
pied by  the  owners  of  the  colliery  under  lot  6.  There 
is  nothing  to  lead  him  to  suppose  that  those  persons  were 
also  the  lessees  of  the  colliery  under  lot  6.  Though  he 
knew  that  he  was  buying  lot  6  subject  to  the  powers  and 
privileges  of.  the  owners  of  the  colliery  under  lot  6,  he 
could  not  expect  to  be  afterwards  told  that  the  cottages 
were  held  by  virtue  of  any  of  those  powers  or  privileges. 
Allusion  was  made  to  his  being  a  resident ;  but  that  would 
not  necessarily  lead  him  to  know  that  the  owners  of  Sedg- 
hill  colliery  were  tenants  of  the  colliery  under  lot  6.  He 
is  described  as  tenant  of  the  mansion-house,  upon  terms 
of  quitting  on  the  sale  of  the  property.  I  infer  from  the 
statements  that  he  was  a  recent  resident;  but  however 
that  may  be,  I  cannot  impute  to  him  any  other  knowledge 
than  what  is  conveyed  by  the  particulars  of  sale,  and 
what  any  person  going  over  the  property  would  acquire 
from  ocular  inspection;  I  cannot  impute  to  him  know- 
ledge of  an  arrangement  by  which  not  only  the  miners 
had  such  privileges  for  sinking  shafts,  &c.  as  are  usual, 
but  that  they  had  a  right  to  build  cottages  for  the  use 
of  their  workmen,  and  not  to  a  limited  number,  but  as 
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1854.  many  as  they  liked;  and  not  to  pay  any  rent  for  them, 
but  merely  to  pay  for  the  damage  done  to  the  tenants  of 
the  soil. 


Brakdlino 


Plummer. 


No  doubt,  he  might  have  gone  to  the  houses  to  in- 
quire ;  and  if  he  had  done  so,  and  trusting  to  his  own 
information^  had  not  got  full  information,  he  might  pos- 
sibly have  brought  himself  within  a  class  of  cases  which 
has  been  referred  to  in  the  arguments. 

Then  it  is  suggested,  that,  though  it  is  stated  that  the 
eighty«eight  cottages  are  in  the  occupation  of  the  owners 
of  SedghiU  Colliery,  the  occupation  referred  to  was  not 
occupation  in  the  ordinary  way ;  but  that  it  was  occupa- 
tion under  some  special  deed  dated  in  1771,  by  which 
the  owners  of  Hazelrigg  Colliery,  that  is,  the  colliery 
under  lot  6,  were  entitled  to  the  right  to  build  cottages, 
subject  to  no  other  terms  than  those  of  making  compen- 
sation for  damage,  and  that  those  owners  had  parted 
with  their  right  to  the  owners  of  SedghiU  Colliery,  and 
that  the  latter  are  now  working  both,  so  that  the  owners 
of  SedghiU  Colliery  are  now  in  the  occupation  of  the  col- 
liery under  the  lot  6. 

If  that  is  so,  it  is  a  most  material  fact  affecting  the 
value  of  the  property  and  the  enjoyment  of  the  purchaser ; 
for  he  could  not  at  any  time  say, ''  I  want  these  cottages;** 
he  is  to  be  told  by  the  owners  of  the  SedghiU  Colliery, 
that,  by  a  deed  of  1771,  they  are  entitled  to  retain  them 
for  their  occupation,  as  long  as  the  collieries  are  worked. 

It  was  clearly  the  duty  of  the  vendors  to  have  described 
that  in  the  particulars  of  sale,  if  that  is  the  fact.  However, 
some  of  the  respondents  say  it  is  not  the  fact ;  they  say 
that  the  owners  of  Hazelrigg  Colliery  have  been  wrong- 
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doers  all  along,  that  their  occupation  has  been  wrongful, 
and  that  if  Mr.  Smith  were  to  bring  an  ejectment  he 
could  turn  them  out;  and  to  show  that,  the  deed  of  1771 
is  produced.  Now,  when  that  deed  is  looked  at,  I  find 
that  it  does  give  leave  to  erect  buildings  of  a  certain  de- 
scription, that  is  buildings  necessary  for  sinking  shads, 
engine  houses,  &c. ;  but  I  cannot  find  that  it  gives  any 
right  to  erect  cottages  for  the  occupation  of  the  workmen. 
But  suppose  the  owners  of  Hazelrigg  Colliery  were 
wrong-doers.  If,  on  the  assumption  of  a  right,  they 
built  the  cottages,  and  have  occupied  them  from  1771 
downwards,  and  the  owners  of  the  land  have  stood  by,  il 
would  be  very  difficult  to  say  they  could,  by  merely 
bringing  ejectment  in  1854,  turn  out  the  occupants. 

The  facts  are  in  controversy.  The  material  considera- 
tion is,  that,  whether  the  description  is  right  or  not,  there 
is  something  material,  or  which  may  be  material,  to  the 
interest  of  the  purchaser,  as  to  which  the  facts  are  not 
clear,  and  they  must  be  ascertained  before  I  can  form  an 
opinion  whether  I  ought  to  give  compensation  or  not 

His  Honor  directed  an  inquiry  under  what  circum- 
stances the  cottages  described  as  part  of  lot  6  were  in 
the  occupation  of  the  owners  of  SedghiU  Colliery  or  their 
undertenants  or  workmen,  and  whether  the  owners  of 
SedghiU  Colliery  or  their  tenants,  or  any  other  and  what 
persons,  had  any  and  what  right,  title  or  interest  to  or 
in  the  cottages  as  against  the  vendors  ? 
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Partition 

Commissioners. 

Coheiresses, 


On  a  commis- 
sion under  a 
partition  decree 
as  between  co- 
heiressesy  the 
eldest  has  no 
riffht  of  choice. 
The  commis- 
sioners are  to 
exercise  their 
own  discretion, 
and  may  take 
into  account,  in 
allotting,  elder- 
ship or  any 
other  circum- 
stance, and 
should  only 
draw  lots  if 
they  cannot  on 
any  grounds 
make  a  discre- 
tionary allot- 
ment. 


CANNING  t;.  CANNING. 

IN  this  case  a  notice  of  motion  was  given  to  the  follow- 
ing effect : — that  the  Court  should  appoint  some  proper 
and  indifferent  person  to  draw  lots  for  the  moieties^  into 
which  the  commissioners^  appointed  under  a  commission 
of  partition  issued  in  the  causes,  and  dated  the  19tb  day 
of  March,  1853,  had  by  their  certificate  divided  the  he- 
reditaments in  the  said  commission  mentioned,  for  the 
purpose  of  the  said  moieties  being  allotted  to  the  Plain- 
tiffs and  the  Defendant  Fi'ances  Catherine  Canning  re- 
spectively, according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  said  com- 
mission. 

The  ordinary  partition  decree  had  been  made  for  the 
partition  of  certain  lands  between  the  Plaintiff  Maria 
Gordon  Canning  (or  those  claiming  under  her)  and  the 
Defendant  Frances  Catherine  Canning,  and  in  pursuance 
of  the  decree  a  commission  of  partition  had  issued,  di- 
recting the  commissioners  therein  to  make  a  fair  partition, 
division  and  allotment,  of  the  manors,  lands,  tithes,  te- 
nements and  hereditaments  comprised  in  and  devised  by 
the  will  of  Robert  Canning,  the  testator  in  the  pleadings 
mentioned,  and  to  divide  the  same  as  directed  by  the 
decree. 


The  commissioners  divided  the  lands,  but  could  not 
agree  as  to  the  allotment;  the  Plaintiff,  as  the  eldest 
sister,  claimed  the  one-half  comprising  the  manor-house. 
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as  of  right.  The  Defendant  denied  any  such  right.  The 
commissioners  made  a  joint  return,  but  did  not  file  it,  to 
the  following  effect : — 

"  We  have  been  unable  to  agree  as  to  the  person  to 
whom  the  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments  mentioned 
in  the  said  second  schedule,  which  comprised  the  man- 
sion-house and  premises  at  Hartpury^  should  be  allotted, 
one  of  us,  namely,  the  undersigned  Richard  Hall  having 
proposed  that  the  allotment  of  the  said  shares  should  be 
made  by  lot,  and  the  other  of  us,  namely,  the  under- 
signed Jasiah  Castree,  having  delined  to  accede  to  such 
proposal,  and  having  proposed  that  such  allotment  should 
be  left  to  the  determination  of  the  Court,  and  the  said 
Richard  Hall  having  declined  to  accede  to  such  pro- 
posal, we  have  not,  under  the  circumstances  herein  stated, 
been  able  to  come  to  any  agreement  as  to  the  persons  to 
whom  the  aforesaid  moieties  should  be  respectively  al- 
lotted-" 

Mr.  Baily  and  Mr.  De  Oex  supported  the  motion. 

Mr.  Olasse  and  Mr.  Freeling^  contra. 

The  case  of  Curzon  v.  Lyster^a)  was  referred  to. 
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The  Vice-Chancellob  : 

In  this  case  I  think  the  order  is  in  the  common  form, 
and  the  commission  is  in  the  common  form.  The  object 
of  the  commission,  as  well  as  the  order,  is  for  the  com- 
missioners to  do  two  things :  one,  to  divide  the  property 
into  two  moieties,  which  as  I  understand  they  have  done ; 
and  there  is  no  objection  to  what  they  have  done  in  that 

(a)  Seton  on  Decrees,  p.  191. 
qg2 
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respect;  and^  secondly,  when  they  have  made  their  divi- 
sion into  two  partSy  they  were  to  allot  one  moiety  to  one 
party,  the  Plaintiff,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  De- 
fendant. That  they  have  not  done.  They  have  not 
said  which  part  is  for  the  Plaintiff,  and  which  for  the 
Defendant.  They  have  not  made  a  return  as  to  that. 
The  return  is  not  as  I  understand  a  complete  return,  al* 
though  it  is  stated  they  have  signed  and  sealed  it ;  at  all 
events  it  is  not  filed.  What  they  have  done  by  that 
document,  which  purports  to  be  the  return  they  propose 
to  make,  is  to  say  that  they  cannot  agree  as  to  which 
share  they  should  allot  to  one,  and  which  they  should 
allot  to  the  other.  One  proposes  that  it  shall  be  done 
by  drawing  lots,  and  the  other  objects  to  that  I  do  not 
know  that  they  suggest  any  substituted  mode  by  which 
they  wish  the  Court  to  decide. 


Now,  if  that  return  bad  been  filed,  unless  the  parties  had 
agreed,  I  must  have  been  obliged  to  quash  the  return  and 
send  it  back  to  the  commissioners  to  make  a  fit  and  proper 
return,  or  to  direct  a  new  commission.  What  ought  the 
commissioners  to  do  in  this  case  ?  It  appears  to  me  clear 
that  they  are  not  bound  to  draw  lots ;  because  if  they  were 
bound  to  draw  lots,  and  if  they  had  made  a  return  upon 
any  other  footing,  although  satisfactory  to  the  parties, 
they  would  not  have  performed  their  duty.  They  were 
not  bound  to  draw  lots.  The  word  ''allot"  does  not 
signify  in  this  case  a  drawing  of  lots.  Both  popularly  and 
legally  the  term  "  allot"  has  a  difierent  sense  firom  merely 
drawing  lots.  It  has  the  sense  of  appropriating,  whether 
by  drawing  lots  or  otherwise,  the  respective  shares  to  the 
respective  parties. 


Now  it  appears  to  me  what  the  commissioners  ought 
to  do  in  this  case  is,  that,  having  divided  the  property 
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into  two  equal  partSi  they  should  consider  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  parties  and  tl^e  property.  Suppose,  for 
example  (which  sometimes  happens),  that  one  of  the 
parties  has  property  in  a  particular  county  or  parish,  and 
that  one  of  the  allotments  is  contiguous  to  the  property 
already  belonging  to  one  party,  and  there  is  another 
allotment  not  contiguous,  that  would  be  a  good  ground, 
cmteris  parilms,  for  allotting  that  particular  portion  to  the 
individual  to  whom  it  is  much  more  convenient  to  have 
it  than  the  other.  They  may  also  take  into  considera- 
tion the  circumstance,  that  one  of  these  is  the  eldest 
daughter,  and  therefore,  although  she  has  no  right  of  pri- 
ority of  choice,  still  her  being  the  elder  is  a  circumstance 
which  the  commissioners  may  consider  to  be  a  ground, 
cateris  paribus,  of  coming  to  a  decision  on  the  allotment. 
So,  again,  you  have  the  circumstance  that  she  is  a  married 
lady,  and  that  her  husband  has  taken  the  family  name 
and  has  no  mansion,  and  it  is  proposed  that  they  should 
keep  up  the  family  mansion ;  and  when  the  commis- 
sioners are  looking  into  the  matter  they  must  exercise 
their  discretion,  and  give  the  lots  with  reference  to  that 
state  of  circumstances,  although  the  fact  of  the  Plaintiff 
being  the  eldest  daughter  constitutes,  as  I  conceive,  no 
right  or  claim  under  the  commission  to  priority  of  choice. 
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If  the  commissioners  can  find  no  reason  weighing  one 
way  or  the  other,  then  they  are  reduced  to  the  alternative 
of  drawing  lots,  because  there  is  nothing  else  to  guide 
them.  But  it  appears  to  me  that  the  drawing  of  lots  is 
the  last  resort,  and  ought  only  to  be  adopted  when  they 
do  not  find  anything  to  guide  their  discretion  one  way  or 
the  other. 


In  this  case  the  commissioners  cannot  agree  as  to  what 
they  should  do.     In  strictness,  what  they  ought  to  do 
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under  these  circumstances  is,  to  make  separate  returns ; 
and  the  Court  would  deal  with  the  separate  returns  as  it 
might  consider  advisable.  But  they  have  made  or  propose 
to  make  a  joint  return,  saying  they  cannot  agree.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  wisest  course  for  the  commissioners 
(as  I  suppose  the  present  return  may  be  annulled,  if  the 
commissioners  choose  to  tear  the  seal) — the  wisest  course 
would  be  to  put  an  end  to  the  present  return,  and  leave 
them  to  consider  the  circumstances  which  have  been 
stated,  or  any  other  circumstance  upon  which  they  may 
receive  evidence,  for  it  is  open  to  them  to  receive  evi- 
dence. If  they  can  find  no  other  ground  for  deciding, 
they  should  draw  lots.  If  they  cannot  agree  upon  one 
or  the  other  course,  they  must  make  separate  returns. 


The  Court  declined  to  make  any  specific  order  on  the 
motion,  considering  that  it  had  no  authority  to  appoint  a 
person  to  draw  lots. 
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12th  and  13th 

July  and 
ISth  August. 

Estate. 
WRIGHT  V.  VERNON.  Flrail. 


X  HE  question  in  this  case  was,  what  construction  ought  By  a  will,  an  es- 
to  be  given  to  a  limitation  in  a  will  to  the  right  heirs  of  a  ^er  exi^™nt" 
person  deceased  by  a  particular  wife  for  ever  ?  on  the  determi- 

nation of  va- 

mi       t.    .      .  1   .  ,       «  .«  rious  limita- 

The  limitations  occurred  in  each  of  two  wills,  one  tions  was  given 

made  by  Frances  Ann  Langham  and  the  other  by  Phillis  "  "PP"  trust  for 

Langhamf  two  sisters.   These  two  ladies  were  the  grand-  of^J^'^deceased 

daughters  of  Sir  Thomas  Samwell^  their  mother,  Mary  (the  father  of 

Langham,  being  one  of  the  daughters  of  that  Sir  Thomas  ^estator^s  late^ 

SamwelL  his  second 

wife,  also  de- 
mmw9  ceased  for 

Sir  Thomas   SamweU  was  twice  married.      He  had  ever."' 

issue  by  both  those  marriages.     The  issue  by  his  first      Held,  that 

marriage,  so  far  as  it  is  necessary  to  state  the  individuals  ^  Jf  ^«*^*^'"^*" 

comprised  in  the  class  of  issue  by  that  marriage,  were  estate  tail. 

these : — he  had  a  son,  Thomas,  who  afterwards  became 

Sir  Thomas  SamweU;  and  he  had  a  daughter,  Mary, 

who  was  Mrs.  Langham,     He  had  other  daughters,  but 

it  is  not  necessary  to  mention  them.      The  second  Sir 

ITumas  SamweU,  who  will  be  designated  as  the  uncle, 

to  distinguish  him  from  the  first  Sir  Thomas  SamweU, 

the  grandfather,  had  no  legitimate  issue.     He  had  a 

natural  son,  who  will  be  mentioned  presently.     Mary, 

the  daughter  of  the  grandfather,  had  issue  three  daughters, 

the  two  testatrixes  in  question,  and  an  elder  daughter, 

MUicent,  who  was  the  wife  of  Mr.  Drought.    The  two 
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testatrixes  were  never  married ;  but  Milicent  had  issue 
a  son,  Thomas  Fuller  Droughty  and  two  daughters, 
Frances  Drought  and  Juliana  Drought. 

The  issue  of  Sir  Thomas  Samwell  the  grandfather,  by 
his  second  wife,  whose  name  was  Mary,  were  these : — 
he  had  a  son,  Wenman,  who  afterwards  became  Sir  Wen-- 
man  Samwell  and  who  afterwards  died  without  issue,  and 
a  daughter,  Catherine^  who  was  the  wife  of  Mr.  Watson, 
Catherine  had  issue  several  children.  The  only  children 
of  Catherine  whom  it  is  necessary  to  mention  were — first, 
Thomas  Samu^ell  Watson,  Who  afterwards  took  the  name 
of  Samwell,  who  is  called  throughout  and  who  will  be  here 
called  Colonel  Samwell;  another  son,  Wenman;  a  third 
son,  Atherton,  who  was  a  lunatic,  and  a  daughter.  Char-' 
hita  FeKcia,  who  married  a  Mr.  Tinley.  There  was  also 
another  daughter,  Juliana,  who  married  but  had  no  issue 
— Mrs.  Hollis. 

Neither  Colonel  Samwell,  nor  Wenman,  nor  Atherton 
ever  had  any  issue ;  but  Charlotta  Felicia  had  several 
children ;  the  only  two  whom  it  is  necessary  to  mention 
being  two  daughters,  Frances,  who  died  unmarried,  and 
Charlotta  Henrietta,  who  married  Mr.  Wright,  which 
Mr.  Wright  was  the  Plaintiff  in  the  present  suit.  Be- 
sides the  two  daughters  of  Charlotta  Felicia,  Mrs.  Tinr- 
ley,  mentioned,  another  daughter,  Clarissa  Felicia,  who 
married  Mr.  Woodford  and  had  issue,  ought  also  to  be 
mentioned. 


The  two  testatrixes,  Frances  Ann  Langham  and  PhiUis 
Langham,  were  maiden  ladies,  living  together,  who  made 
each  a  will,  dated  on  the  12th  April,  1827,  and  each  of 
those  two  wills  was  in  the  same  terms. 
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The  substance  of  the  will  of  Sir  Thomas  Samwett 
their  uncle  was  as  follows : — Sir  I^omas  SamweU^  the 
uncle,  being  seised  of  freehold  estate,  by  his  will,  dated 
the  1st  November,  1788,  devised  the  estate  in  question 
to  his  natural  son  Thomas  for  his  life,  with  remainder  to 
liis  first  and  other  sons  in  tail  male,  with  remainder  to 
his  half-brother,  who  was  afterwards  Sir  Wenman  Sam- 
foeU,  the  son  of  the  second  marriage  of  Sir  Thomas  8am' 
welly  the  grandfather,  for  life,  with  remainder  to  his  first 
and  other  sons  in  tail  male,  with  remainder  to  Thomas 
Samwett  Watson  (Colonel  SamweU)  for  life,  with  re- 
mainder to  his  first  and  other  sons  in  tail  male,  with 
remainder  to  Wenman  for  life,  with  remainder  to  his 
first  and  other  sons  in  tail  male,  with  remainder  to 
Thomas  Fuller  Drought,  who  was  his  grandnephew  of 
the  half-blood,  being  a  descendant  of  the  first  marriage 
of  the  grandfather,  for  life,  with  remainder  to  his  first 
and  other  sons  in  tail  male,  with  remainder  to  his  own 
right  heirs.  He  had  thus  picked  out  and  given  life 
estates  to  each  then  existing  male  of  either  branch  of  the 
family,  that  is,  the  male  of  each  of  the  two  branches  of 
the  families  of  Sir  TTiomas  SamweU,  the  grandfather,  by 
his  two  marriages,  except  Atherton,  whom  he  omitted, 
apparently  because  he  was  a  lunatic.  And,  as  has  been 
said,  having  limited  estates  for  life  to  those  individuals, 
he  limited  remainders  in  tail  male  to  their  respective  sons. 
The  ultimate  remainder  in  the  will  of  Sir  Thomas  Sam- 
well  was  to  his  own  right  heirs.  He  died  on  the  3rd  of 
December,  1779,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  his  right 
heirs  were  his  three  nieces,  the  daughters  of  his  sister 
Mary  Langham,  namely,  Milicent  Mrs.  Drought,  and 
Frances  Ann  Langham  and  PhiUis  Langham,  the  two 
testatrixes.  The  ultimate  remainder  in  fee  therefore  ex- 
pectant on  the  estates  limited  specially  by  the  will  of 
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Sir  Thomas  Samwell,  the  uncle,  upon  his  death,  Tested 
in  those  three  sisters,  his  nieces,  his  coparceners  in  fee. 

At  the  time  when  these  two  ladies,  Frances  Ann  Lang- 
ham  and  PhUlis  Langham^  made  their  respective  wills, 
viz.  in  April,  18^,  each  of  them  was  seised  in  fee  of 
one*third  of  the  estate  in  remainder  expectant  upon  the 
estates  limited  by  the  will  of  Sir  Thomajs  Samwell,  their 
uncle ;  and  the  limitation  which  had  to  be  construed  in 
each  of  these  two  wills  was  the  limitation  made  by  those 
wills  respectively  of  the  one-third  in  remainder. 

The  limitations  in  the  wills  of  those  two  ladies  were 
as  follows.  [The  Court  referred  only  to  one,  because 
they  were  in  the  same  terms.]  The  will  of  Frajices  Ann 
Langham^  the  elder  of  the  two,  was  then  as  follows  :— 
She  first  devised  to  her  sister  Phillis  Langham  for  life, 
all  her  parts,  shares  and  interests  of  and  in  all  manors, 
lordships,  advowsons,  and  so  on,  and  real  estates  what- 
soever and  wheresoever.  Then  she  says,  '^  and  from  and 
afler  her  decease  I  give  and  devise  the  said  parts,  shares 
and  interests  of  all  my  real  estates,  except  the  messuage 
or  dwelling-house  wherein  I  reside,"  unto  two  trustees, 
Dayrell  and  Vigors  "  and  their  heirs,  upon  trust  for  my 
two  nieces,  Frances  Drought  and  Juliana  Droughty 
daughters  of  my  late  sister  Milicent  Drought,  for  and 
during  their  lives  and  the  life  of  the  longest  liver  of 
them,  and  from  and  after  both  their  deceases  upon  trust 
for  all  and  every  the  child  and  children  of  my  said  nieces 
and  the  daughter  and  daughters  of  my  nephew  Thomas 
Fuller  Drought,  equally  between  them,  share  and  share 
alike,  and  the  respective  heirs  of  the  body  and  bodies  of 
all  and  every  such  child  and  children  and  daughter  and 
daughters ;  and  if  there  shall  be  a  failure  of  issue  of  any 
of  them,  then,  as  to  the  share  or  shares  of  such  of  them 
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whose  issue  shall  fail,  upon  trust  for  the  survivors  or 
sarvivor  of  them,  equally  between  them,  if  more  than 
one,  share  and  share  alike  as  tenants  in  common,  and  for 
the  several  and  respective  heirs  of  the  body  or  bodies  of 
such  surviving  or  other  child  or  children  or  daughter  or 
daughters;  and  if  all  such  children  and  daughters  but 
one  shall  die  without  issue,  or  if  there  shall  be  but  one 
such  child  or  daughter,  then  upon  trust  for  such  sur- 
viving or  only  child  or  daughter,  and  the  heirs  of  his  or 
her  body ;  and  for  default  of  all  such  issue,  then  upon 
trust  for  the  right  heirs  of  my  grandfather  Sir  Thomas 
Samwett,  Baronet,  deceased  (the  father  of  my  late  uncle 
Sir  Tfiomas  Samwell)^  by  Mary  his  second  wife,  also 
deceased,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Sir  GHlbert  Clarke, 
Knight,  for  ever.**  That  ultimate  limitation  is  the  limita- 
tion which  was  the  subject  of  discussion. 


1854. 


Mr.  Okuse,  for  the  Plaintiff,  after  stating  the  facts, 
referred  to  Feame(a)  and  Mandeville's  case  there  quoted. 
Now,  here  the  limitation  is  to  the  children  of  Sir  T.  Sam- 
toelly  he  taking  no  estate,  by  a  particular  ventre.  The 
persons  to  take,  cannot  be  heirs  general ;  to  be  so,  it  must 
be  indifferent  of  whose  body  they  are  heirs.  Here,  by 
the  will,  they  must  be  heirs  by  a  particular  body,  which  is 
equivalent  to  heirs  in  special  tail.  He  next  referred  to 
Littleton  (b),  Ross  v.  Morrice(c),  with  reference  to  the 
observations  there  attributed  to  Coke,  observing  that  Coke 
was  then  only  counsel  in  the  case,  so  that  his  denial  of 
Mandeville's  case  being  law,  was  of  little  value.  He  cited 
also  sect  31  of  Litt.,  and  Co.  Litt.  %1  b. ;  10  Vin. 
p.  258,  1  pi.  T.  9 ;  also  p.  243,  Q.  pi.  1 ;  p.  246, 
Q.  pi.  10;  and  tit.  R.  pi.  6. 


(a)  9th  ed.  pp.  80,  191. 
(6)  Sects.  16,  17. 


(c)  2  Leon.  23.  in  SO  Elis. 
1588. 
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He  cited  also  Lee  v.  Brace  (b).  AH  these  authorities 
show  that,  where  it  is  the  intention  of  the  donor  to 
give  an  estate  tail,  the  Court  will  00  coiutroe  the  li- 
mitation,  though  he  may  not  have  uaed  the  most  apt  1^^ 
words. 


Mr.  Smtfthe  with  him. 

He  referred  to  S  Pre$t,  on  Estates  (c),  and  commented 
also  on  the  SOth  sect,  of  Litt  and  the  case  given  in  Co. 
Litt.  (d).  In  the  second  volume  of  Jarm.  on  Wills  (e) 
the  doctrine  is  laid  down  as  we  contend  it  is  in  point 
of  law.  He  commented  also  on  Mandmlle^s  case; 
SautJiCote  v.  8towell{f)\  Wills  v.  Palmer  (g);  Pyhus 
V.  Mxtfard{h). 

Mr.  Anderson,  Mr.  Surrage  with  him,  for  other  parties 
in  the  same  interest. 

There  can  by  no  possibility  be  heirs  of  Sir  T.  SamtoeU 
by  his  second  wife,  except  the  heirs  of  his  body  by  her 
body;  that  is  an  estate  tail.  As  to  the  words  for  evcTf 
which  will  be  relied  on  as  giving  a  fee,  it  is  not  tiie 
estate  that  is  to  go  for  ever,  but  the  particular  heirs,  who 
are  for  ever  to  be  the  persons  to  take,  are  designated. 
The  words  "  for  ever"  are  quite  consistent  with  an  estate 
tail.  He  referred  to  Doe  v.  Colt/ear  (i);  also  Doe  v. 
Perratt  (A) ;  Sug.  Law  of  Property,  &c.  (Z). 


(6)  Lord  Ray.  101. 
(c)  Page  388. 
\d)  20  b. 
(0  Page  2. 

(/)  1  Mod.  226 ;  2  Mod. 
207. 
{g)  5  Bur.  2615 ;  also  re- 


ferred to  in  Fearne,  p.  44. 

{h)  1  Vent.  881 ;  Co.  Litt. 
25  a,  notts. 

(t)  11  East,  548,  reading 
from  p.  559. 

(k)  9  CI.  &  Fin.  612. 

(/)  Page  275. 
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Sir  F.  Thesiger  and  Mr.  CampbeU  for  the  Defendanty 
X.  Vernon  and  wife^  claiming  as  devisees  under  the  will 
of  the  devisee  of  Colonel  Samtoell,  contended  that  the 
limitation  created  a  fee. 


1854. 
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We  do  not  deny  that  the  limitations  gave  an  estate  by 
purchase  to  the  party  answering  the  description ;  that  is 
common  ground,  and  the  only  question  is,  what  is  the 
extent  of  the  estate  vested  in  the  party  described?  It  is 
clear,  from  the  whole  of  the  will,  that  the  testatrixes 
did  not  intend  to  die  intestate  as  to  any  part  of  their 
estates.  The  anxious  wish  to  dispose  of  every  thing  is 
apparent.  At  the  time  the  wills  were  made,  the  line  of 
descendants  under  Sir  T,  SamwelTs  first  marriage  was  very 
nearly  extinct.  If  it  became  extinct,  then  if  the  testatrixes 
died  intestate,  some  person  extremely  remote  would  suc- 
ceed as  their  heir,  which  could  not  be  their  intention ; 
and  yet,  although  it  is  clear  that  they  must  have  known 
the  state  of  the  family,  and  could  not  have  intended  that 
the  remainder  in  fee  should  go  to  remote  heirs,  it  is  con- 
tended that  the  language  used  by  them,  and  which  does 
not  necessarily  have  any  such  effect,  is  to  create  an  estate 
tail,  which  would  have  that  effect. 


But  the  will  itself,  by  the  context,  shows  that  the  tes- 
tatrixes could  not  have  intended  to  create  an  estate  tail. 
For  by  the  part  of  the  will  immediately  preceding  they 
have  given  clear  estates  tail  by  apt  legal  words,  so  that 
they  well  knew  bow  to  give  an  estate  tail,  when  they 
wished  it.  Upon  authority,  none  of  the  cases  cited  reach 
this  case.  Mandeville's  case  is  no  doubt  law,  but  it 
stands  by  itself.  It  is  quite  peculiar,  and  has  been  dis- 
approved by  most  eminent  persons.  They  referred  to 
8ygden*8  Law  of  Real  Property  (a), 
(tt)  Page  279. 


446 


CASES    IN    CHANCERY. 


1854. 


The  case  in  Co.  LitL(a)  is  contradicted  by  a  sub- 
sequent passage  in  Co.  Litt.  (&).  Southcote  ▼•  StoweU 
is  of  no  authority,  for  the  Judges  thought  themselves 
under  the  same  difficulty  which  existed  in  MandevUte*s 
case,  viz.y  that  if  they  did  not  hold  it  an  estate  tail, 
the  limitation  could  not  take  efiect  at  all,  a  difficulty 
which  clearly  did  not  exist  If  the  intention  is  taken 
as  the  rule,  then  the  clear  intention  of  these  testa- 
trixes  being  not  to  die  intestate,  is  there  any  thing  to 
show  that  the  words  must  be  construed  so  as  to  give  an 
estate  tail,  the  effect  of  which  is  to  make  them  intestate? 
None  of  the  cases  cited  contain  the  large  words,  **  right 
heirs"  and  "/or  ever,**  which  occur  here.  But,  supposing 
even  that  those  words  are  not  sufficient  to  give  at  once  a 
fee  to  heirs  general,  at  any  rate  they  are  sufficient  to 
vest  a  fee  in  the  person  found  to  fill  the  character  of  heir 
special,  but  taking  as  first  purchaser,  as  it  is  conceded 
Colonel  Samwell  did  take.  If  the  estate  is  once  vested 
in  him,  why  must  it  thenceforth  pursue  a  special  devolu- 
tion ?  What  is  there  to  make  it  do  so,  when  he  takes  as 
first  purchaser,  and  the  words  are  large  enough  to  give 
him  a  fee  ?  On  this  point  they  referred  to  Roe  d.  Night- 
ingale  v.  Quartley  (c),  where  it  was  held  that  a  limitation 
to  the  right  heirs  of  husband  and  wife  gave  an  estate  to 
'the  person  who  was  the  heir  of  both  parents,  as  if  the 
limitation  had  been  to  the  right  heir,  and  that  the  person 
who  filled  that  character  took  the  fee.  That  shows  that 
where  the  limitation  is  to  the  right  heirs  of  A.  and  his 
wife,  specially  designated,  which  is  the  same  as  to  the 
right  heirs  of  A.  by  his  wife  B.,  the  estate  being  once 
vested  in  the  person  who  answers  the  description,  the 
devolution  is  then  simply  in  fee. 


(a)  20  b.  (b)  27  a. 

(c)  1  Terra  Rep.  630. 
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Mr.  Bagshawe^  with  them. 

Both  the  wills  on  the  face  of  them  show  that  the  tes- 
tatrixes  knew  the  state  of  the  family.  They  gave  estates 
tail  to  the  children  of  their  nieces  and  of  Thcmas  Fuller 
Drought  in  the  most  formal  and  technical  manner.  If, 
then,  they  knew  the  state  of  the  family  and  meant  to  give 
estates  tail  to  the  persons  intended  to  benefit  by  the  clause 
in  question,  what  possible  reason  can  be  given  why  they 
did  not  use  apt  words  as  they  had  done  before  ? 

Mr.  Baily  and  Mr.  Renshaw^  for  trustees  against  whom 
an  account  of  back  rents  was  asked,  argued  on  the  same 
side. 

The  two  wills  are  cotemporaneous.  They  exhibit 
careful  provision  throughout  for  disposing  of  the  whole 
of  the  testatrixes*  property.  If  the  limitation  in  question 
is  construed  to  pass  a  fee,  that  intention  will  be  carried 
out ;  but  if  it  is  an  estate  tail,  the  intention  is  defeated. 
They  commented  also  on  MandeviUe^s  case,  to  show  that 
it  was  a  special  and  entirely  exceptional  case. 

Mr.  SwanstoUf  for  the  children  of  the  Defendant  Fer- 
nan,  in  the  same  interest. 

If  this  will  is  construed  by  the  familiar  rules  of  con- 
struction, there  can  be  no  doubt.  It  is  clear,  indeed  it  is 
our  common  case,  that  Colonel  Samwell  was  the  person 
designated  by  the  clause  as  first  purchaser.  How,  then, 
is  he  to  take?  The  will  itself  says,  for  ever.  What  can 
that  be  but  a  fee  ?  The  gift  is  to  the  person  who  at  a 
certain  time  fills  the  character  of  heir  of  Sir  Thomas 
Samwell  by  his  second  wife,  and  that  person,  so  ascer- 
tained and  designated,  is  to  take  for  ever.  It  is  not  the 
succession  of  heirs  of  the  body  of  Sir  Thomas  Samwell 
by  his  second  wife ;  that  would  require  an  estate  in  Sir 
Thomas  Samwell;  the  words  heirs  of  Sir  Ihomas  Sam- 
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well  by  bis  second  wife,  are  merely  descriptive  of  the 
person,  wbo,  being  thus  ascertained  as  first  taker,  is  to 
take  for  ever,  that  is,  in  fee.  What  is  suggested  on  the 
other  side  is,  that  the  words  of  description  are  to  defeat 
the  words  of  limitation ;  their  construction  nullifies  the 
efiect  of  the  words  "  for  ever."  Then  on  the  authorities. 
Mandeville's  case  is  an  authority,  we  admit,  for  a  case 
exactly  like  it,  but  not  one  step  further.  It  is  not  pre- 
tended that  it  is  a  case  that  can  be  explained.  It  is 
never  treated  as  intelligible  on  principle.  He  referred 
to  Fearne{a).  He  observed  also  on  the  guarded  way 
in  which  Lord  Coke  treats  the  case  in  Co.  LitL  (&).  The 
sole  ground  of  that  decision  was,  that  otherwise  the  limi- 
tation would  have  been  wholly  defeated.  But  here,  if 
the  limitation  is  to  be  construed  as  a  limitation  in  tail, 
it  will  not  be  so,  for  the  reason  that  otherwise  the  limi- 
tation would  be  wholly  defeated;  for  clearly  Colonel 
Samwelly  being  once  designated,  could^  under  the  limita- 
tion, take  in  fee.  The  only  assignable  reason  for  Man- 
deville's  case  does  not  therefore  apply. 

In  Southcote  v.  Stawell  the  judges  conceived  them- 
selves to  be  under  the  same  difficulty  as  existed  in  Man- 
deville's  case.  Moreover,  in  that  case  the  only  question 
was,  what  sort  of  remedy  the  claimant  could  have  ?  The 
intention  was  clearly  for  an  estate  tail. 


In  Roe  V.  Qiwrtley  it  is  quite  clear  the  Court  con- 
sidered that  Hester  took  the  fee.  They  expressly  allude 
to  it  in  p.  635. 

Mr.  WUk9,  of  the  common  law  bar,  with  hhn,  referred 
also  to  Roe  v.  Quartley. 

It  is  said  that  in  that  case  the  limitation  was  to  the 
heir,  in  the  singular.     But  for  the  purpose  of  our  case 

(a)  Page  83.  (b)  26  b. 
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it  is  quite  immateriai  whether  the  words  were  **  heirs*"  or 
••  Aeirr  The  word  "  heirs-  is  just  as  good  as  "  heir  "  to 
describe  the  person  to  take;  and  then  the  words  ''for 
ever,**  which  are  the  material  words,  show  how  he  is  to 
take,  viz.,  in  fee.  But  if  anything  turns  on  this,  it  is 
material  to  show  the  accuracy  of  the  report  in  which  the 
word  is  "  heirs."  The  first  edition  uses  the  word  heirs; 
so  it  is  quoted  in  Feame,  when  he  cites  the  case.  The 
first  edition  is  the  reporter's,  and  had  his  own  revision. 
The  edition  of  1817  bears  no  name;  it  is  probable  that 
it  was  not  revised  by  any  lawyer.  In  the  same  edition 
there  is,  in  another  case  of  Lochyer  v.  Offley  (a),  an  error, 
the  word  insured  is  used, — it  should  be  insurer , — ^and  is  so 
in  the  first  edition.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  **  heirs'' 
was  the  word  used  in  the  limitation,  and  then  the  case  is 
all  but  on  all  fours  with  the  present  case* 


1854. 


Mr.  Teed  and  Mr.  H.  Stevens  appeared  for  the  devi- 
sees in  fee  on  trust  for  sale  of  a  third  of  the  estate. 
They  were  also  interested  in  supporting  the  construction 
that  the  limitation  created  an  estate  in  fee,  in  consequence 
of  a  partition  having  taken  place,  the  validity  of  which 
might  be  afiected  if  the  wills  were  held  to  create  an  estate 
tail. 

Mr.  Olasse^  in  reply. 

The  words  are  not  only  a  designation  of  a  person  who 
answered  the  particular  description,  but  also  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  nature  of  the  inheritable  estate.  The  testatrixes 
intended  to  benefit  the  line  of  the  second  wife ;  to  have 
given  a  fee  would^ust  have  defeated  that  intention. 

The  argument  that  the  testatrixes  did  not  intend  to 


(a)  Page  260. 
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die  intestate  is  of  no  weight;  for  the  mere  reversion 
expectant  on  an  estate  tail,  is  never  in  any  case  taken 
into  account  by  the  Court,  in  considering  the  question 
of  intention  of  testacy. 

You  are  asked  to  collect  two  separate  intentions  from 
the  clause.  You  are  asked  to  say  that  the  first  part  is 
to  describe  the  person  to  take,  and  that  the  words  far 
ever  describe  the  inheritable  quality  of  the  estate.  That 
is  not  the  construction,  as  the  whole  phrase  roust  be 
taken  together  as  indicating  the  person  to  take  and  the 
devolution,  which  is  according  to  the  words  a  special 
devolution. 

JRoe  V.  Quartley  is  not  an  authority  even  if  Hester  was 
in  that  case  held  to  take  in  fee,  which  is  not  clear.  But 
that  was  not  the  point  argued;  the  only  point  was  whether 
she  took  as  heir  of  the  bodies  of  the  husband  and  wife, 
and  what  portion  she  took  of  the  property. 


The  Vice-Chancellor,  after  stating  the  facts  and 
the  limitation : 

It  cannot,  I  think,  admit  of  the  smallest  doubt  that  if, 
in  the  lifetime  of  Sir  Thomas  Samwell^  the  grandfather, 
lands  had  been  devised  to  him  for  his  life,  with  remain- 
der to  his  right  heirs  by  Mary^  his  second  wife,  for  ever, 
this  would  have  created  an  estate  tail  in  Sir  Tlunnas 
SamtoelL  And  why  would  it  have  been  an  estate  tail, 
and  not  an  estate  in  fee  simple  ?  Because  the  limitation 
is  not  to  his  right  heirs  simplicUer,  but  to  his  right  heirs 
by  a  particular  wife,  which  description  necessarily  in- 
volves the  conclusion  that  the  right  heirs  intended  are 
not  heirs  general,  but  heirs  special,  heirs  of  his  body 
begotten  by  him  on  the  body  of  a  particular  wife.  The 
effect,  therefore,  of  a  limitation  to  the  right  heirs  of  Sir 
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TAomoi  SamweU  by  a  particular  wife  for  ever,  is  pre-  1 854. 

cisely  the  same  as  that  of  a  limitation  to  the  heirs  of  his 
body  by  that  particular  wife  for  ever.  The  words  ''  of 
his  body**  are  not  in  the  least  degree  necessary  to  this 
construction  of  the  term  "heirs"  or  "right  heirs,"  be- 
cause,  without  their  insertion,  the  full  and  absolute  effect 
of  them  is  involved  in  the  description,  "  his  right  heirs 
by  Maryy  his  second  wife/'  which  description  limits  the 
meaning  of  the  term  "  right  heirs"  to  heirs  special  pro- 
created by  himself,  as  effectually  and  as  necessarily  as 
the  words  "of  his  body"  could  do,  if  they  had  been 
added. 

Such  would  be,  beyond  all  doubt,  as  I  conceive,  the 
effect  of  such  a  limitation  as  this,  when  preceded  by  the 
limitation  of  an  estate  of  freehold  to  the  ancestor.  But 
in  the  case  which  is  now  under  consideration,  there  is  no 
estate  at  all  limited  to  Sir  Thomas  SamweU^  the  ances- 
tor; in  fact,  he  had  been  dead  many  years  before  the 
date  of  the  two  wills. 

What,  then,  is  the  effect  of  a  limitation  direct  to  the 
right  heirs  of  a  man  by  a  particular  wife,  or  (which  is  the 
same  thing)  to  the  heirs  of  his  body  by  that  particular 
wife,  without  any  estate  being  limited  to  himself? 

This  question  will  be  best  answered  in  the  very  lan- 
guage of  Feamef  in  his  book  on  Contingent  Remain- 
ders. After  discussing  the  principles  on  which,  by 
virtue  of  the  rule  in  Shelleffs  case,  the  limitation  to  the 
heir  or  heirs  of  the  body  of  a  man,  by  way  of  remainder, 
preceded  by  an  estate  of  freehold  limited  to  himself, 
unites  with  it  and  vests  the  inheritance  in  the  ancestor, 
he  proceeds  thus  (a) :   "  But  here  it  is  to  be  remarked," 

(a)  Page  80. 
H  u  S 
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&C.9  ''  as  there  was  to  entitle  the  first  special  heir  and 
bis  issue  male  under  it."  And  after  some  further  illus- 
tration of  the  subject,  he  concludes  thus :  ''  It  seems,  in 
truth,  of  a  compound  or  intermediate  description,"  &c., 
**  to  his  heirs  of  that  description." 


The  doctrine  thus  stated  by  Feame  involves  this  clear 
proposition  or  rule,  that  where,  without  any  estate  of 
freehold  limited  to  the  ancestor,  lands  are  limited  to  his 
heirs  special,  the  terms  used  to  designate  the  class  of 
special  heirs  to  whom  the  lands  are  given  have  a  twofold 
operation,  viz.,  first,  they  serve  to  point  out  who  is  to  be 
the  first  taker,  and  secondly,  they  serve  also  to  specify 
and  prescribe  what  estate  such  first  taker  is  to  have.  By 
virtue  of  their  ^r«^  operation,  the  first  taker  must  be  the 
person  who  answers  the  description  of  the  special  heir  at 
the  time  when  the  gift  comes  into  operation,  and  such 
person  must  take  by  purchase ;  and  by  virtue  of  their 
second  operation,  the  estate  which  such  first  taker  is  to 
have  must  be  such  an  estate  as  will  descend  to  the  whole 
series  of  persons  who  shall  successively  answer  the  de- 
scription of  the  special  heirs  of  the  ancestor  named,  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  the  limitation  to  the  heirs  special 
had  been  preceded  by  an  estate  of  freehold  limited  to  the 
ancestor,  and  so  the  estate  tail  had  originally  vested  in 
and  had  descended  from  the  ancestor. 


Now,  in  the  present  case,  the  ancestor  named  is  Sir 
Thomas  Samwell,  the  grandfather ;  no  estate  is  limited 
to  him,  but  the  lands  are  limited  to  his  heirs  special, 
viz.,  to  his  right  heirs  by  Man/y  the  second  wife,  for 
ever.  Moreover,  it  is  quite  clear  that  if  this  limitation 
had  been  preceded  by  an  estate  of  freehold  limited  to  Sir 
Thonuis  Scmwett  himself  (in  his  lifetime),  he  would  have 
taken  an  estate  tail,  descendible  to  all  the  heirs  of  his 
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body  by  Mary,  his  second  wife.  Apply,  (hen,  the  rule : 
the  terms  used  to  designate  the  class  of  heirs  who  are  to 
take  are  '*  right  heirs  of  Sir  Thomaa  Samwell  by  Mary^ 
his  second  wife."  Give  those  terms  their  twofold  opera- 
tions ;  Ist,  they  point  out  who  is  to  be  the  first  taker, 
and  that  must  be  Colonel  Samwell,  because  he  answered 
the  description  of  right  heir  of  Sir  Thonuu  Samwell  by 
Mary,  his  ^second  wife,  at  the  time  when  the  will  took 
effect;  Sndly,  those  same  words  also  serve  to  specify 
and  prescribe  the  estate  which  Colonel  Samwell  took, 
and  that  must  be  such  an  estate  as  would  descend  to  the 
whole  series  of  persons  successively  answering  the  de- 
scription of  "  right  heirs  of  Sir  Thomas  Samwell  by 
Mary,  his  second  wife :"  in  other  words,  such  an  estate 
tail  as  he  would  have  had  if  the  limitation  to  the  right 
heirs  of  Sir  Thomas  Samwell  by  his  second  wife  Mary 
had  been  preceded  by  an  estate  of  freehold  limited  to 
Sir  Thomas  Samwell  himself  (he  being  alive),  in  which 
case  the  estate  tail  would  have  originally  vested  in  Sir 
Thomeu  Samwell,  and  would  have  descended  from  him 
upon  Colonel  Samwell  as  the  issue  in  tail.  Why  was 
Colonel  Samwell  the  person  to  take  ?  Why  not  the  heir 
general  of  Sir  Thomas  Samwell,  the  grandfather  ?  Be- 
cause the  limitation  was  not  to  the  heirs  general  of  Sir 
Thomas  Samwell,  the  grandfather,  but  to  his  heirs  spe- 
cial, viz.,  his  right  heirs  by  his  second  wife  Mary,  who 
must  necessarily  be  heirs  of  his  body,  begotten  by  him 
on  the  body  of  that  particular  wife ;  and  Colonel  Samwell 
was  the  person  answering  that  description.  What  estate 
then  did  he  take  ?  Why  not  a  fee  simple  ?  Because,  by 
virtue  of  the  doctrine,  as  stated  by  Feame,  the  same 
words  of  description  operated  not  only  to  point  him  out 
as  the  person  to  take,  but  also  to  prescribe  and  denote 
what  estate  he  was  to  take,  which  roust  be  an  estate  tail, 
and  not  a  fee  simple,  because  it  must  be  such  an  estate  as 
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would  descend  through  the  whole  class  of  persons  suc- 
cessively answering  the  description  of  ''right  heirs  of 
Sir  Thomas  Samwell  by  his  second  wife  Mary^^  and 
therefore  it  must  be  precisely  the  same  as  the  estate 
which  would  have  been  in  him  if  such  estate  tail  had 
originally  vested  in  Sir  Thomas  SamtoeUf  the  grandfather, 
and  had  descended  from  him  through  the  line  of  the  heirs 
of  his  body  by  his  second  wife  Mary. 


But  the  doctrine  in  question  involves  also  another  pro- 
position or  rule,  viz.  that  on  failure  of  the  designated 
heirs  special  descending  from  the  first  taker,  the  estate 
tail  will  then  devolve  on  the  person  who  at  the  time  of 
such  failure  shall  answer  the  description  of  such  special 
heir  of  the  ancestor  named ;  and  such  person  will  take 
the  same  estate  tail,  not  by  purchase,  but  hy  descent^  just 
as  if  the  estate  tail  had  originally  vested  in  and  had  de- 
scended from  the  ancestor  named,  and  so  on,  toties  quo- 
ties,  until  there  is  a  total  failure  of  all  the  heirs  special  of 
the  ancestor  named. 


Applying  then  this  rule  to  the  present  case,  on  the 
death  of  Colonel  SamtDell 'without  issue  in  January,  1831, 
the  estate  tail  devolved  (by  descent)  on  his  brother  IFJm- 
mauy  who  then  answered  the  description  of  "  right  heir 
of  Sir  Thomas  Samwell,  the  grandfather,  by  Mary  his 
second  wife  ;*'  and  upon  the  death  of  Wenman  without 
issue  in  July,  1841,  the  same  estate  tail  devolved  {by  dc 
scent)  on  his  brother  Atherton  (the  lunatic),  who  then 
answered  that  description ;  and  upon  his  death  without 
issue  in  May,  1851,  the  same  estate  tail  devolved  (fty 
descent)  on  his  niece  Charlotta  Henrietta,  Mrs.  Wrighi, 
and  his  great-nephew  Wenman  Langham  Woodford,  the 
son  of  Clarissa  Felicia,  Mrs.  Woodford,  who  then  an- 
swered   that  description,   as   coparceners;    and   under 
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Mrs.  Wright's  disentailing  deed  her  husband  Mr.  Wright,  1854. 

the  present  Plaintiff,  became  entitled  to  her  moiety  in  fee        ,^" 
.     *,  '  -^  Wright 

simple. 


The  doctrine,  for  the  statement  of  which  I  have 
quoted  the  language  of  Feame,  being  chiefly  founded  on 
MandeoUle's  ceue,  stated  in  Co,  LitU  (a),  it  is  perhaps  not 
Co  be  wondered  at  that  the  learned  counsel  for  the  De« 
fendants  should  have  laboured  to  vilipend  the  authority 
of  that  case.  They  have  industriously  collected  all  the 
passages  from  the  books  containing  remarks  upon  the 
anomalous  character  of  the  estate  tail  which  results  from 
the  decision ;  and  they  have  represented  that  case  as  an 
isolated,  eccentric  case,  unworthy  to  be  regarded  as  es* 
tablishing  any  general  principle,  and  only  to  be  followed 
(if  to  be  followed  at  all)  under  circumstances  precisely 
and  in  specie  the  same.  But  the  authority  of  Mande^ 
ville*s  case,  and  the  doctrine  derived  from  it,  are  not  to 
be  so  got  rid  of.  I  do  not  purpose  to  discuss  the  merits 
of  the  origind  decision,  though  perhaps  it  might  not  be 
very  difficult  to  show  that  the  exigency  of  the  stat  De 
danis,  which  peremptorily  directed  that  the  will  of  the 
donor  should  always  for  the  future  be  observed,  left  no 
alternative  but  to  decide  Mandeville's  case  as  it  was  de- 
cided ;  inasmuch  as  when  the  estate  was  limited  to  the 
heirs  special  of  a  particular  ancestor,  without  any  estate 
of  freehold  limited  to  the  ancestor  himself  (either  ex- 
pressly or  by  implication),  it  was  impossible  to  effectuate 
that  expressed  will  of  the  donor,  and  to  make  the  estate 
pass  through  the  whole  series  of  the  special  heirs  de- 
signated, except  by  regarding  the  limitation  as  if  it  were 
an  estate  tail  which  had  originally  vested  in  and  had  de- 
scended from  the  ancestor  himself;  and  yet  the  first  taker 

(«)  Fo.  26  b. 
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must  take  as  purchaser,  because  no  estate  did  in  fact  vest 
in  or  descend  from  the  ancestor.  Obedience  to  the  posi- 
tive injunction  of  the  statute  De  donis  appears  to  have 
necessitated  the  creation  of  this  anomalous  kind  of  entail, 
which  Lord  Hale  fitly  terms  a  quasi  entail,  partaking  of 
the  opposite  qualities  of  purchase  and  descent.  But 
without  discussing  the  necessity  or  propriety  of  the  ori- 
ginal decision,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  so  far  from 
MandevilUs  case  standing  isolated  and  solitary,  confined 
in  its  efiects  to  the  narrow  circle  of  its  own  special  cir- 
cumstances, and  barren  of  general  consequences,  it  has 
in  fact  established,  or  helped  to  establish,  a  broad  general 
doctrine  of  the  widest  application,  which  has  been  part 
of  the  recognized  law  of  the  land  for  at  least  five  cen- 
turies, a  doctrine  which  has  been  repeatedly  recognized 
and  followed  in  subsequent  cases,  and  has  never  (that  I 
am  aware  of)  been  denied  by  any  judicial  authority,  and 
which  every  writer  on  the  subject,  whatever  may  be  his 
comments  on  the  anomaly  which  it  involves,  invariably 
asserts  or  assumes  to  be  settled  and  established  law. 


It  is  no  sufficient  argument  against  this  doctrine  to  say 
(as  was  said  in  the  course  of  this  hearing),  that  if  the 
matter  were  res  integra,  no  Court  would  in  the  present 
day  originate  such  a  doctrine ;  for,  supposing  the  remark 
to  be  true,  the  same  argument  would  be  at  least  equally 
available  for  getting  rid  of  the  rule  in  Shelley's  case  ;  for 
I  am  sure  that  we  may  predicate  of  that  rule,  with  at  least 
as  much  confidence  as  with  respect  to  the  doctrine  of 
MandevilUts  case,  that  if  the  matter  were  res  integra,  no 
Court  would  in  the  present  day  originate  that  rule.  I 
cannot,  however,  help  observing  that  I  do  not  see  why 
we  are  to  assume  that  the  doctrine  of  Mandeville's  case  is 
so  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  judicial  decision  at  the  present 
day,  when  it  is  recollected  that  the  ground  of  the  doctrine 
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isy  that  the  will  of  the  donor  is  to  be  observed, — ^in  other 
words,  that  the  intention  of  the  parties  is  to  be  carried 
into  effect ;  and  that  all  the  objections  to  the  doctrine  are 
based  upon  difficulties  arising  out  of  purely  technical 
learning.  Surely  it  would  hardly  be  in  accordance  with 
the  spirit  of  the  present  day  to  sacrifice  the  intention  of 
the  parties  to  technical  difficulties. 
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But  however  that  may  be,  I  think  it  ought  to  be  quite 
sufficient  to  maintain  the  validity  of  any  legal  doctrine 
against  the  most  ingenious  arguments  with  which  it  can 
be  assailed,  that  for  500  years  it  has  been  the  law  of  the 
land,  not  obsolete  or  dormant,  but  recognized,  adopted, 
acted  upon,  without  variation  and  without  authoritative 
contradiction ;  and  that  no  instance  can  be  cited  in  which 
its  adoption  has  worked  wrong  or  injustice,  or  has  violated 
the  apparent  intention  of  the  parties ;  and  I  think  this  is 
no  more  than  can  be  truly  said  of  the  doctrine  under 
consideration. 

I  have  said  that  the  doctrine  in  question  has  never 
(that  I  am  aware  of)  been  denied  by  any  judicial  autho- 
rity. The  only  case  which  the  learning  and  industry  of 
the  Defendants'  counsel  have  enabled  them  to  cite  which 
has  the  least  semblance  of  being  opposed  to  the  doctrine, 
is  Roe  d.  Nightingale  v.  QuartUy  (a).  That  was  a  de- 
vise to  Hester^  the  daughter  of  Walter  Read,  and  the 
heirs  of  her  body  for  ever,  and  for  default  of  such  issue, 
then  to  such  child  or  children  as  Mary,  the  wife  of  Walter 
Read,  was  then  supposed  to  be  enceinte  with,  and  to  the 
heirs  of  the  body  or  bodies  of  such  child  or  children ; 
and  for  default  of  such  issue,  to  the  right  heirs  of  Walter 
Read  and  Mary  his  wife  for  ever.     Mary  Read,  who 


(a)  1  T.  R.  630. 
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was  not  enceinte  as  the  testator  had  supposed,  died  be- 
fore her  husband  Walter  Read;  and  he  oiarried  again 
and  had  a  daughter,  Constantia,  by  suoh  second  mar- 
riage, and  died  leaving  Hester  and  Camtantia  surviving. 
Hester  Head  died  without  issue.  The  Plaintiff  in  the 
action  claimed  under  Hester  Readf  on  the  assumption 
that  she  was  tenant  in  fee  under  the  ultimate  limitation* 
The  Defendant  claimed  under  Canstantia,  assuming  that 
she  was  tenant  in  fee  under  the  ultimate  limitation.  The 
only  questions  argued  were,  whether  under  this  limitation 
**  to  the  right  heirs  of  Walter  Read  and  Mary  his  wife 
for  ever,"  the  estate  vested  in  Hester  Read,  the  heir  of 
both  Walter  and  Mary^  or  whether  it  went  to  ConstanHa, 
the  child  of  the  second  marriage,  as  the  heir  of  the  ncr- 
vivor,  or  whether  it  vested  as  to  one  moiety  in  the  heir 
of  Walter,  and  as  to  the  other  moiety  in  the  heir  of 
Mary,  in  which  case  Hester,  being  sole  heiress  of  Mary, 
would  take  one  moiety,  and  Hester  and  Canstantia,  as 
the  co-heiresses  of  Walter,  would  take  the  other  moiety 
between  them.  Those  were  the  points  and  the  only 
points  argued.  It  was  determined  that  the  remainder 
vested  in  Hester  as  the  right  heir  of  both  Walter  and 
Mary.  Now  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  question  was 
not  raised  whether,  under  this  limitation,  Hester  took  an 
estate  in  fee  or  in  tail ;  it  was  tacitly  assumed  that  she 
took  the  fee,  and  of  course  the  action  could  not  have  been 
maintained  if  she  had  not  taken  the  fee ;  nor  was  Manr 
deville's  case,  or  the  doctrine  derived  from  if,  at  all  referred 
to.  That  alone  would  be  sufficient  to  render  the  case  a 
very  slender  authority  for  overturning  so  long  established 
a  doctrine. 


But,  further,  a  little  consideration  of  the  case  makes  it 
evident  that  the  intention  of  the  testator  was  that  the 
right  heir  of  Walter  and  Mary  Read  should  Uke  an 
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estate  in  fee  simple,  and  not  an  estate  tail  under  the  ulti- 
mate limitation;  because  a  previous  estate  tail  general 
was  expressly  limited  to  Hester^  and  also  to  the  child  of 
which  Mary  Read  was  supposed  to  be  enceinte;  and 
therefore  to  construe  the  ultimate  limitation  to  be  also  an 
estate  tail  general  would  be  to  suppose  that  the  testator's 
intention^  in  the  event  of  Hester  or  the  expected  child 
being  the  heir  of  Walter  and  Mary  at  their  deaths  (and 
as  to  Hester  that  proved  to  be  the  event),  was  to  give  to 
the  same  person  two  estates  tail  of  precisely  the  same 
nature  and  quality,  the  one  by  way  of  remainder  after 
the  other — a  supposition  so  absurd,  that  it  was  assumed 
by  both  parties,  and  the  Court,  without  a  wprd  passing 
on  the  subject,  that  the  ultimate  limitation  gave  a  fee  to 
the  person  or  persons  who  might  be  held  entitled  to  take. 
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It  is  not  unworthy  of  remark  that  Feame^  who  (as  I 
have  mentioned)  lays  down  the  doctrine  derived  from 
Mandeville's  case  in  the  most  clear  and  explicit  terms  as 
a  settled  rule  of  law,  does  not  seem  to  have  entertained 
the  remotest  conception  that  it  was  in  any  degree  afiected 
by  Roe  v.  Quartley,  for  he  does  not  so  much  as  notice 
that  case  in  the  part  of  his  work  in  which  he  states  this 
doctrine ;  but  in  another  part  of  his  work  (a)  he  cites 
Roe  V.  Quartley  with  reference  to  a  different  point. 

Beyond  all  doubt,  then,  the  doctrine  in  question  (which 
may  with  propriety  be  called  the  rule  in  Mandeville*s 
case)  must  be  considered  as  perfectly  well  settled.  It  has 
been  recognized  as  such  in  numerous  cases,  and  more 
particularly  was  acted  upon  in  Sauthcotev.  StowelUfi), 
and  in  Wills  v.  Palmer  (c);  and  every  text  writer  upon 


(a)  Page  40.  Mod.  207,211. 

(6)  1   Mod.  226,  237;  2  (c)  5  Burr.  2615. 
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the  subject  treats  it  as  part  of  the  established  law  of  real 
property,  that  a  limitation  to  the  heirs  special  of  a  par- 
ticular ancestor,  without  any  estate  of  freehold  limited 
to  the  ancestor  himself,  is  to  be  construed  (whether  in  a 
deed  or  a  will)  as  giving  to  the  person  first  answering 
the  description  of  such  heir  special  an  estate  tail,  de- 
scendible through  the  whole  series  of  such  special  heirs. 


But  of  course  this  rule,  like  every  other  rule  of  con- 
struction, is  subordinate  to  the  paramount  rule  of  giving 
efiect  to  the  testator's  intention  to  be  collected  from  the 
whole  will ;  and  therefore  if  you  can  collect  the  testator's 
intention  in  framing  such  a  limitation  to  have  been  simply 
to  point  out  the  person  who  is  to  take,  and  to  give  to 
such  person  a  fee  simple,  that  intention  must  undoubtedly 
prevail.  Is  there,  then,  any  sufficient  ground  for  in- 
ferring such  intention  in  the  present  case?  In  my  opinion 
the  inference  is  the  other  way.  At  the  date  of  the  will 
the  testatrix  (I  am  of  course  speaking  of  each  testatrix) 
had,  besides  her  sister,  no  relation  of  the  whole  blood 
descended  from  her  grandfather,  Sir  ITiomas  Samufell, 
except  her  nephew,  Thamizs  Fuller  Draught,  and  her 
two  nieces,  Frances  and  Juliana  Drought  The  testa- 
trix had  nothing  to  devise  but  the  ultimate  reversion  in 
fee  in  one-third  of  the  estate,  which  would  not  fall  into 
possession  until  after  the  death  of  Thomas  Drought  and 
failure  of  his  male  issue,  besides  other  estates  tail.  She 
therefore  first  provides  for  all  her  relations  of  the  whole 
blood  (i.  e,  the  descendants  of  her  grandfather,  Sir  Tho- 
mas Samwell,  by  his  first  marriage),  present  and  future, 
who  were  not  already  included  in  the  series  of  limitations 
in  the  will  of  her  uncle,  Sir  Thotnas  Samwell,  and  she 
does  this  by  giving  a  life  estate  to  her  sister,  then  life 
estates  to  the  tw«  nieces,  and  then  estates  tail  to  their 
children  and  to  the  female  children  of  the  nephew  (the 
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male  children  of  the  nephew  being  included  in  the  pre- 
vious entail  under  the  uncle's  will).  By  means  of  these 
limitations,  added  to  those  contained  in  the  will  of  the 
uncle,  every  fuflire  descendant  of  Sir  Thomas  Samwell^ 
the  grandfather,  by  his  first  marriage  (i.  e.  of  the  whole 
blood  of  the  testatrix),  whether  present  or  future,  would 
become  entitled  to  the  property  or  a  share  of  it,  all  future 
descendants  taking  an  estate  tail.  The  testatrix  then, 
contemplating  the  possibility  (perhaps  the  probability) 
of  a  total  failure  of  that  branch  of  the  descendants  of  Sir 
Thomas  Samwell,  the  grandfather,  turns  next  to  the  other 
branch,  i.  e.  his  descendants  by  his  second  marriage ;  and 
how  is  it  most  probable  that  the  testatrix  should  intend 
the  property  to  go  in  that  branch  ?  Is  it  most  probable 
that  she  should  intend  it  to  go  to  the  whole  series  of 
persons  who  should  constitute  that  class,  in  a  regular 
course  of  succession,  or  that  it  should  go  absolutely  and 
exclusively  to  such  one  of  them  (whoever  it  might  be) 
who  should  happen  at  the  death  of  the  testatrix  to  answer 
the  description  of  right  heir  of  the  grandfather  by  his 
second  wife  ?  Surely  the  former  is  a  more  probable  in- 
tention than  the  latter.  Her  object  seems  to  have  been 
to  preserve  the  property  in  the  two  branches  of  the 
family  of  the  grandfather.  And  what  are  the  terms 
which  she  uses  to  express  her  intention—''  To  the  right 
heirs  of  Sir  Thomas  Samteellf  the  grandfather,  by  Mary 
his  second  wife,  for  ever.''  Now,  apart  from  any  rule  of 
law,  it  appears  to  roe  that  those  words  in  themselves, 
being  in  the  plural  number,  point  much  more  naturally 
and  obviously  to  a  series  or  succession  of  persons  than 
to  a  single  individual.  I  think  if  she  had  intended  to 
designate  a  single  individual,  she  would  have  used  the 
term  ''right  heir,"  in  the  singular,  although  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  tbat  is  absolutely  necessary.  So  that, 
independently  of  any  legal  canon,  it  appears  to  me,  that. 
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whether  we  regard  the  probable  intention^  or  the  natural 
import  of  the  terms  used  by  the  testatrix,  both  are  in 
favour  of  that  construction  according  to  which  the  pro- 
perty would  pass  to  the  whole  series  of  the  special  heirs 
included  in  the  description  of  **  right  heirs  of  Sir  Tho- 
mcLS  Samwellf  the  grandfather,  by  Mary  his  second  wife."* 
Is  there,  then,  any  rule  of  law  which  forbids  the  adop* 
tion  of  this  construction  ?  So  far  from  it,  this  constmc- 
don  is  actually  prescribed  and  required  by  the  long  esta- 
blished legal  doctrine  to  which  I  have  before  referred. 


It  was  argued  on  the  part  of  the  Defendants,  that  if 
such  had  been  the  intention  of  the  testatrix,  she  would 
probably  have  named  each  individual  of  that  second 
branch  of  the  family  then  existing,  and  have  limited  the 
estate  in  distinct  terms  to  them  and  the  heirs  of  their 
bodies,  using  the  same  language  as  to  them  which  she 
has  used  with  regard  to  the  first  branch.  No  doubt  that 
form  of  devise  might  have  been  adopted ;  but  the  adop- 
tion of  it  would  have  required  the  introduction  into  the 
will  of  a  long  series  of  successive  estates  tail,  for  there 
were  then  living  at  least  eight  individuals  of  the  descend- 
ants of  Sir  Thomas  Samwell,  the  grandfather,  by  his 
second  marriage ;  whereas  the  form  of  devise  which  the 
testatrix  has  adopted  does,  by  virtue  of  the  rule  of  law 
derived  from  MandevUle's  cate^  effect  precisely  the  same 
purpose  by  a  clause  of  three  lines.  And  I  cannot  see . 
why  that  settled  rule  is  to  be  cast  aside  or  departed  from, 
merely  because  the  testatrix  has  in  another  part  of  the 
will  used  different  language  to  create  particular  estates 
tail.  Nor  can  I  consider  that  the  use  of  the  term  *^  right 
heirs,"  or  the  addition  of  the  words  "  for  ever,**  ought  to 
have  the  eflfect  of  preventing  the  application  of  the  rule 
to  this  case.  For,  with  respect  to  the  expression  ^  right 
heirs,"  as  I  have  before  observed,  a  limitation  to  the 


CASES    IN    CHANCERY. 


4fiS 


right  heirs  of  a  man  by  a  particular  wife  is  precisely  the 
same  as  a  limitation  to  the  heirs  of  kis  body  by  that  par- 
ticular wife ;  indeed^  if  it  were  not  so.  Colonel  Samwell 
could  not  take  any  estate  at  all,  since  he  was  not  the 
right  heir  (eimpliciter)  of  Sir  Thomas  Samvpellj  the  grand- 
father. And  though  it  is  true  that  the  words  ''  for  ever/* 
when  added  to  a  devise  to  a  particular  individual,  are 
sufficient  in  a  will  to  give  him  a  fee ;  yet  cases  almost 
without  number  occur  in  which  those  words  are  added  to 
limitations  of  estates  tail,  as  in  Whiting  v.  WUkins  (a) ; 
Powsey  v.  Lowdall  (ft) ;  and  Doe  d.  Hanson  v.  FyJdes  (c), 
and  many  other  cases;  among  others,  in  that  case  of 
Roe  V.  Quartleyf  the  first  limitation  was  of  an  estate  tail 
to  Hester,  which  was  given  by  the  words  to  Hester  and 
the  heirs  of  her  body  for  ever ;  the  use  of  the  words 
'*  for  ever*'  in  those  cases  only  indicating  the  donor's  or 
testator's  intention  that  the  estate  is  to  pass  to  the  whole 
series  of  special  heirs  indicated,  continuously  and  without 
interruption.  And  such,  I  am  persuaded,  was  the  tes- 
tatrix's design  in  adding  them  in  the  present  case. 
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I  am  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  Colonel  Samwell  took 
an  estate  tail  and  not  an  estate  in  fee  simple,  which 
estate  tail  devolved  by  descent  to  all  the  persons  suc- 
cessively answering  the  description  of  ''right  heir  of 
Sir  TTiomas  Samwell,  the  grandfather,  by  Mary  his 
second  wife,"  until  it  vested  in  Mrs.  Wright  and  the 
Defendant  Wenman  Langham  Woodford,  as  coparce- 
ners. Mrs.  Wright  having  executed  a  disentailing  deed, 
duly  acknowledged,  her  moiety  has  become  and  is  now 
vested  in  the  Plaintiff,  Mr.  Wright,  under  the  limitations 
contained  in  that  deed. 


(a)  1  Bulst.  219.  (6)  Styles,  244,  273. 

(c)  2  Cowp.  893. 
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In  the  course  of  the  argument,  one  of  the  learned 
counsel  for  the  Defendants  pointed  out  a  circumstance 
which  (if  the  Court  is  at  liberty  to  have  regard  to  it  in 
putting  a  construction  on  each  of  these  two  wills)  appears 
to  me  to  corroborate  the  view  I  take  of  the  intention  of 
each  testatrix  in  the  ultimate  devise  in  question.  I  allude 
to  the  circumstance  that  the  two  wills  are  dated  the  same 
day,  and  all  the  devises  and  limitations  in  both  wills  are 
precisely  the  same,  and  are  expressed  in  precisely  the 
same  language,  without  the  variation  of  a  single  word ; 
from  which  the  learned  counsel  drew  the  inference  (most 
justly,  as  I  think)  that  these  two  sisters,  who  were 
maiden  ladies,  far  advanced  in  life,  and  who  (as  may  be 
collected  from  their  wills)  were  living  together  in  the 
same  house,  made  their  wills  in  concert  with  each  other, 
and  under  a  mutual  compact  that  they  should  both  devise 
their  respective  thirds  of  the  lands  to  the  same  persons 
and  classes  of  persons,  and  for  the  same  estates,  each 
intending  that  her  third  part  of  the  lands  should,  through- 
out the  whole  series  of  limitations,  devolve  precisely  in 
the  same  line  of  succession  as  her  sister's  third.  And 
not  only  is  such  identity  of  intention  manifest  in  the  de- 
vises of  the  real  estate,  but  it  runs  through  all  the  dispo- 
sitions of  the  personal  property  also,  each  will  containing 
nearly  forty  pecuniary  legacies  or  annuities  of  precisely 
the  same  amount,  given  to  precisely  the  same  individuals 
and  charitable  institutions,  accompanied  by  precisely  the 
same  expressions  of  regard  or  good  will  towards  the 
legatees,  couched  in  exactly  the  same  language,  and  each 
will  containing  a  long  series  of  trusts  and  limitations  re- 
specting the  testatrix's  residuary  personal  estate,  which 
are  verbatim  et  literatim  the  same  in  both  wills.  Nay, 
so  curiously  is  this  identity  of  intention  manifested,  that 
even  the  bequests  of  special  articles  of  ornaml^nt  and 
other  personal  chattels  are  in  most  instances  identical. 
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Now,  with  respect  to  the  devolution  of  the  real  estate, 
which  is  all  I  have  here  to  look  to,  it  is  obvious  that  this 
identity  of  intention  will  be  far  more  efiectually  carried 
out  by  construing  the  ultimate  limitation  as  giving  an 
estate  tail  descendible  through  the  whole  series  of  per- 
sons who  should  be  successively  heirs  of  the  body  of  Sir 
Thomas  Samwell,  the  grandfather,  by  Mary  his  second 
wife,  according  to  the  doctrine  in  Mandeville^s  case,  than 
by  construing  it  as  giving  an  estate  in^fee  simple  to  the 
person  who  at  the  death  of  the  testatrix  should  answer 
the  description  of  right  heir  of  the  grandfather,  by  Mary 
his  second  wife.  For  if  the  latter  construction  were 
adopted,  this  result  might  have  happened,  that  the  re- 
spective third  shares  of  the  two  sisters  might  have  passed 
by  their  wills  to  different  persons  in  remainder,  inasmuch 
as  the  person  answering  that  description  at  the  death  of 
the  testatrix,  first  dying,  might  have  been  a  different  per- 
son from  the  one  who  answered  that  description  at  the 
death  of  the  testatrix  last  dying,  and  so  the  third  share  of 
the  one  testatrix  would  have  passed  by  her  will  to  one 
person  in  fee,  and  the  third  share  of  the  other  testatrix 
would  have  passed  by  her  will  to  a  difierent  person  in  fee. 


1854. 


But  though  I  have  adverted  to  this  point,  I  confess  I 
think  it  at  least  very  doubtful  whether,  for  the  purpose  of 
construing  either  of  these  wills,  the  Court  is  at  liberty  to 
take  into  consideration  the  circumstance  of  its  agreement 
with  the  other  will,  inasmuch  as  neither  will  contains  any 
express  reference  to  the  other;  indeed,  I  incline  to  think 
that  to  do  so  would  be  a  violation  of  the  rule  which  for- 
bids the  admission  of  extrinsic  evidence  to  construe  a 
written  instrument ;  and  therefore  I  wish  it  to  be  under- 
stood that  I  do  not  at  all  rely  upon  it.  I  should  have 
come  to  just  the  same  conclusion  upon  either  will  by 
itself,  even  if  the  other  had  not  existed. 

VOL.   11.  I  I 
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ADMINISTRATION. 
Where  a  person  deceased  died  domi- 
ciled in  Ireland,  leaving  property 
in  Ireland  and  England,  and  the 
same  executors  in  both  countries. 
Held,  that  an  Irish  judgment  had 
priority  over  English  simple  con- 
tract creditors,  against  Irish  pro- 
perty remitted  to  England  from 
the  executors,  and  being  there  ad- 
ministered. [Cook  V.  Gregion]  286 

ADVANCEMENT. 
A.f  by  her  will,  gave  all  her  estate 
to  her  sister ;  afterwards  she  trans- 
ferred stock  into  their  joint  names, 
as  it  appeared,  for  the  purpose  of 
saving  legacy  duty.  The  will  was 
▼oid.  Held,  that  the  transfer  was 
intended  to  vest  the  beneficial  es- 
tate by  survivorship  in  the  sister, 
and  that  she  took  the  stock  to  the 
exclusion  of  A.'s  next  of  kin.  [Dea- 
am  y*  Colquhoun\    •    «     •     •    21 

AMENDMENT. 
!•  Motion  to  amend  after  the  cause 
was  ready  for  hearing,  by  making  a 
totally  new  case,  inconsistent  with 
the  case  originally  made,  refused 
with  costs. 


2.  Motion  for  leave  to  amend  by 
making  a  case  in  effect  that  a  part 
of  a  will  was  obtained  by  fraud, 
and  the  bequest  void.  Held,  that 
such  amendment  could  not  be  per- 
mitted, on  the  ground  that  if  intro- 
duced it  made  a  case  on  which  the 
Court  had  no  power  to  adjudicate. 
[Tliompson  v.  Judge]      .     .     414 

APPOINTMENT  BY  WILL, 
GENERAL  POWER  OF. 

1.  A  married  woman,  having  a  life 
estate  in  personalty  to  her  separate 
use,  with  a  general  power  of  ap- 
pointment by  will,  does  not,  by  ex- 
ercising that  power,  make  the  pro- 
perty applicable  to  the  payment  of 
her  engagements  in  the  nature  of 
debts,  viz.,  of  such  engagements  as 
would  be  charges  on  her  separate 
estate.    [Vaughan  v.  VandersUgen] 

165 

2.  A  married  woman  had  a  life  estate 
in  personalty  to  her  separate  use, 
with  a  general  power  of  appoint- 
ment by  will,  in  default  of  appoint- 
ment over.  She  had  also  real  estate 
similarly  settled,  except  that,  in  de- 
fault of  appointment,  the  ultimate 
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limitation  was  to  her  and  her  heirs, 
so  that  her  husband  should  not 
be  benefited  by  the  curtesy.  She 
borrowed  money,  fraudulently  re« 
presenting  herself  to  be  single,  and 
purported  to  execute  a  mortgage 
of  some  of  the  settled  real  estate, 
with  the  ordinary  covenant  to  pay. 
Afterwards,  she  by  will  appointed 
her  freehold  and  personal  estate 
chiefly  to  her  children,  and  then 
died.  Held,  that,  by  the  frauds 
the  married  woman  made  the  ap- 
pointed estate  liable  as  general  as- 
sets, as  if  she  had  been  a  feme 
sole  in  respect  of  it ;  and  that  the 
mortgagee  had  a  right  not  only  to 
a  charge  on  the  mortgaged  real 
estate  to  which  she  was  entitled  in 
remainder,  but,  if  it  was  not  suffi- 
cient, he  was,  by  reason  of  the 
fraud,  entitled  to  rank  as  a  crer 
ditor  on  her  general  assets,  and  to 
take  the  appointed  personal  fund, 
if  there  was  not  enough  without. 
The  decision  in  Vaughan  v.  Van- 
derstegen^  ante,  p.  165,  confirmed, 
where  there  is  no  fraud.  [^Vaughan 
▼.  Vanderstegen]    ....     S63 

APPORTIONMENT. 

The  Stat.  4  &  5  Will.  4,  c.  22,  re- 
q^uires,  in  order  to  exclude  appor- 
tionment, either  an  express  direc- 
tion that  there  shall  be  none,  or 
language  so  express  in  the  terms 
of  gif\,  that  apportionment  is  clearly 
impossible  consistently  with  it. 
Inference  from  the  whole  tenor 
and  context  of  the  will,  is  not  suf- 
ficient to  exclude  the  operation  of 
the  statute.   [Tyrrell  v.  Clark]    86 

ASSETS. 
A  married  woman  having  a  life  estate 
to  her  separate  use  in  certain  lease- 
hold and  personal  property,  with  a 
general  power  of  appointment  by 
will  only,  appointed  to  children. 


Held,  that,  in  administering  her 
estate,  a  tradesman  supplying  her 
with  goods  while  she  concealed  her 
marriage  and  dealt  with  him  as  a 
single  woman  had  a  claim  to  be 

faid  out  of  the  appointed  fund. 
Vaughan  v.  Vanderstegen]  •     408 

BLANKS  IN  WILL. 

A  testator  gave  to  his  wife  the  in- 
come of  his  property  in  the  funds. 
East  India  stock  or  elsewhere,  for 
her  life.  The  principal  of  all  such 
funds  and  stock  and  property  he 
bequeathed  and  devised  as  fol- 
lows:— He  bequeathed  *' one-half 
of  my  [here  there  was  a  blank]  son 
Montague  James,  to  be  under  his 
own  control,  and  the  other  moiety 
in  trust  for  the  children  of  my 
daughter  Fanny.*'  He  made  his 
son  executor  and  residuary  legatee. 
Held,  that  no  construction  could 
be  put  on  the  blanks,  and  the  son. 
Us  residuary  legatee,,  took  the 
whole.  [Taylor  v.  Richardson]  16 

CHANCERY  AMENDMENT 
ACT. 

t.  The  d6th  section  of  the  Chancery 
Amendment  Act,  15  &  16  Vic.  c.  869 
requires  special  reasons  to  be  shown 
to  the  Court,  affecting  either  par- 
ticular witnesses  or  particular  facts. 
[Rogers  v.  Hooper]      ...     97 

ft.  The  bSrd  section  of  the  15  &  16 
Vict.  c.  86,  has  no  application  ajter 
decree;  nor  before  decree,  for 
bringing  new  parties  before  the 
Court ;  but  only  for  bringing  for- 
ward new  facts  between  the  same 
parties.  If  new  parties  are  to  be 
brought  before  the  Court,  there 
must  be  a  supplemental  biU.  [Coin- 
merell  v.  Hall:  Same  v.  Sloom^ 
field] 194 

CHARITY. 

Trusts  declared  for  certain  Roman 
Catholic  chapels,  for  saying  masses 
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and  requiems  for  the  souls  of  the 
donor  and  for  other  touU,  and  for 
the  BOuU  of  the  poor  dead,  and  for 
other  pious  purposes.  Held,  that 
the  gifU  for  masses,  &€.»  for  the 
dead  were  superstitious  and  void ; 
that  the  pious  uses  could  not,  as  re- 
ligious uses,  he  separated  from  the 
others,  and  were  therefore  also 
had ;  and  that  the  words  pious  uses 
could  not  he  construed  charitahle 
uses;  consequently,  the  property 
giTen  to  these  uses  went  to  the 
residuary  legatees  of  the  donor. 
lUcaih  V.  Chapman]       .     .    417 

CHARITABLE  TRUSTS  ACT. 

A  private  charity  Act,  passed  shortly 
hefore  the  Charitahle  Trusts  Act, 
1863,  gave  power  to  the  trustees 
in  any  matter  in  which  they  were 
to  act,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  to  lay  pro- 
posals at  once  before  the  judge  in 
chambers.  Held,  that  this  was 
not  repealed  by  the  17th  sect,  of 
the  Charitahle  Trusts  Act ;  but  the 
necessity  of  a  preliminary  applica" 
tion  to  the  Chancery  Commis- 
sioners was  added*  iRe  Bmgley 
Firee  School] 283 

CO-HEIRESSES. 

See  Paetition. 

COMMISSIONERS. 

On  a  commission  under  a  partition 
decree  as  between  co-heiresses,  the 
eldest  has  no  right  of  choice.  The 
commissioners  are  to  exercise  their 
own  discretion  and  may  take  into 
account,  in  alloting,  eldership  or 
any  other  circumstance,  and  should 
draw  lots  only  if  thev  cannot  on 
any  grounds  make  a  discretionary 
allotment.     [Canmng  v.  Canning] 

434 


CONDITION. 

1.  A  testator  by  his  will  gave  to  his 
married  daughter  2,000/.  for  her 
separate  use,  **to  be  in  bar  and 
full  discharge  of  all  other  claims 
which  she  or  her  said  husband  might 
have  or  make  on  his  estate,**  Held^ 
that  this  was  not  like  a  case  of 
election  properly,  nor  a  condition 
of  forfeiture  ;  but  that  the  legacy 
was  a  discharge,  joro  tanto,  of  any 
rights  which  the  wife,  or  husband 
in  her  right,  might  have  against 
the  estate ;  and  ttiat  the  husband 
and  wife  were  properly  joined  as 
Plaintiffs.  [Hardingliam  v.  Tho- 
mas]    353 

ft.  Land  was  sold  by  the  mortgagees 
of  B.,  consisting  of  a  circular  plot, 
surrounded  by  a  rins  called  the 
Park  Drive,  it  was  stipulated  that 
if  used  for  building,  villas  of  a  cer- 
tain size  were  to  be  built ;  that  the 
f  round  between  the  villas  and  the 
*ark  Drive  should  be  laid  out  in 
lawn  or  pleasure  grounds  down  to 
the  Park  Drive ;  that  a  footpath 
of  the  width  of  fifteen  feet  should 
be  laid  out  round  the  whole  of  the 
northern,  southern  and  western 
boundaries  of  the  said  land.  The 
Park  Drive  round  the  circular 
piece  belonged  to  B. ;  the  part 
outside  had  originally  been  his,  but, 
with  a  small  exception,  had  been 
sold  by  him.  Held,  that  the  con- 
dition about  the  footpath  was  too 
vague  to  be  enforced,  and  that  the 
purchaser  was  not  bound  to  make 
It,  and  could  not  be  restrained 
from  using  the  land  in  any  way  in- 
consistent with  making  it.  [Taylor 
V.  Gilbertson] 391 

CONSENT. 

By  a  marriase  settlement  in  18S4, 
the  husband  gave  a  bond  for  2,000/. 
to  the  trustees,  to  be  paid  within 
six  months  of  the  marriage ;  to  be 
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left  outstanding  with  the  consent 
in  writing  of  the  wife  and  husband, 
and  to  he  called  in  with  the  like 
consent.  Another  debt  of  4,000/. 
was  included  in  the  settlement. 
The  2,000/.  was  never  got  in. 
The  husband  became  bankrupt  in 
1836  ;  the  trustees  proved  for  the 
debt,  but  afterwards  joined  in  a 
supersedeas,  on  the  bankrupt  gua- 
ranteeing to  his  creditors  16«.  6(/. 
in  the  pound.  The  other  creditors 
were  so  paid ;  the  trustees  never 
took  their  composition.  In  1838 
the  wife  and  husband  gave  a  written 
consent  that  the  debt  should  re- 
main out  on  the  husband's  bond  ; 
no  other  consent  was  ever  given. 
The  husband  was  again  bankrupt 
in  1847.  In  1834  the  trustees  had, 
at  the  instance  of  the  husband 
(having  no  power  to  invest  in  the 

gurchase  of  land),  purchased  copy- 
old  lands  and  buildings  with  part 
of  the  4,000/.  The  husband  erected 
new  and  valuable  buildings  on  the 
land  at  his  own  expense,  increasing 
its  value  far  more  than  2,000/. 
There  was  no  evidence  to  connect 
this  outlay  with  the  discharge  of 
the  bond  debt.  Held,  1st.  That  the 
trustees  were  liable  for  not  getting 
in  the  money  before  1836,  if  there 
was  no  consent ;  2nd.  That  the 
wife*s  consent,  in  1838,  was  not 
retrospective.  [^Wiles  v.  Gres- 
ham] ft5S 

CONSTRUCTION. 

1.  A  testator  gave  specific  real  estate 
and  his  personal  estate,  property 
and  effects  to  his  wife  for  life ;  and 
after  her  death  he  gave  the  afore- 
said specific  real  estate,  with  all 
monies,  rights,  credits,  &c.,  *'  and 
all  property  whatever  that  should 
be  remaining  after  his  wife's  de- 
cease," to  his  children.  Held,  that 
the  children  took  his  real  estate  in 
fee.    IPootner  v.  Cooper]    .    .    7 


ft,  A.  and  B.  were  tenants  in  tail  in 
common  of  copyhold  premises  with 
cross  remainders.  B.  borrowed 
for  A.  certain  sums  of  money,  for 
which  the  title  deeds  of  the  whole 
property  were  deposited  with  the 
lender,  and  A.  signed  a  memoran- 
dum of  deposit,  undertaking  to  sur- 
render his  interest.  B.  signed  at 
the  foot  the  following  memoran- 
dum,— "  I  join  in  the  deposit."  A. 
died,  leaving  B.  the  remainderman 
in  tail  of  his  moiety.  Held,  that 
the  debt  was  a  charge  on  the 
moiety  which  had  been  A.'s,  but 
not  on  that  of  which  B.  was  ori- 
ginally tenant  in  tail.  [^Pryce  ▼• 
Bury]        II 

S,  A  testator  gave  to  his  wife  the  in- 
come of  his  property  in  the  funds. 
East  India  stock  or  elsewhere,  for 
her  life.  The  principal  of  all  such 
funds  and  stock  and  property  he 
bequeathed  and  devised  as  follows: 
— and  he  bequeathed  "  one-half  of 
my  [fiere  there  was  a  blank]  son 
Montague  James,  to  be  under  his 
own  control,  and  the  other  moiety 
in  trust  for  the  children  of  my 
daughter  Fanny."  He  made  his 
son  executor  and  residuary  legatee. 
Held,  that  no  construction  could  be 
put  on  the  blanks,  and  the  son,  as 
residuary  legatee,  took  the  whole. 
{_Taylor  v.  Richardson]      .     .16 

4.  A  testator  gave  to  his  eight  nephews 
and  nieces,  naming  them,  provided 
that  if  any  of  them  should  die  in 
his  lifetime  without  leaving  chil- 
dren ;  or,  as  to  the  nephews,  should 
survive  him  and  die  under  twenty- 
one,  without  leaving  children  ;  or, 
as  to  the  nieces,  should  survive 
him  and  die  under  twenty-one,  with- 
out having  been  married,  the  share 
of  each  of  them  so  dying,  as  well 
original  as  accruing,  should  go  to 
the  survivor  and  survivors,  other 
and  others.  The  testator  revoked 
the  trust  created  as  regarded  two 
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of  his  nephews,  A.  and  B.  A.  had 
attained  twenty-one,  survived  the 
testator,  and  was  living.  B.  at- 
tained twenty-one  and  died,  living 
the  testator,  He]d,  that  the  limi- 
tations over  their  shares  wer&  re- 
voked, and  that  they  went  to  the 
heir-at-law  and  next  of  kin.  Gift 
to  an  executor  of  100/. ;  gift  by  a 
codicil  of  500/.  in  substitution 
thereof,— 'then  that  gift  revoked; 
the  prior  gift  of  the  100/.  is  not 
set  up  again.  [Boulcott  v.  Boul" 
cott]     ........    25 

5.  A  testator  gave  his  residue  to  his 
wife  for  her  and  her  son*s  support, 
clothing,  and  education,  until  he 
should  attain  twenty-one.  If  he 
died  under  twenty-one,  then  he 
gave  all  the  interest  of  his  bank 
stock  to  his  wife  for  life  ;  after  her 
death,  he  gave  all  his  property  to 
his  daughter :  Held,  that  the  son 
did  not  take  any  estate  by  impli- 
cation on  attaining  twenty-one  ; 
but  there  was  an  intestacy,  [FitZ' 
henry  v.  Bonner"]     .     .     •     •     36 

6.  Testator  gave  a  portion  of  his  per- 
sonal estate  to  the  seven  children 
of  his  son,  and  his  wife,  naming 
them,  *'  together  with  every  other 
child  hereafter  to  be  born  of  the 
said  (wife)  during  the  life  of  the 
said  (husband),  or  within  nine 
months  after  his  decease,  in  equal 
shares,  with  benefit  of  survivor- 
ship." He  then  directed  their 
maintenance  with  the  dividends 
until  the  youngest  should  attain 
thirty  ;  then  upon  trust  for  them 
respectivelv,  and  the  survivors  and 
survivor  of  them,  in  equal  shares, 
"with  power  to  the  trustees  to 
make  such  distribution  sooner  if 
they  think  fit,"  provided  the 
youngest  child  should  hav6  attained 
twenty-one.  Held,  that  the  period 
of  division  was  the  death  of  the 
husband,  or  the  short  period  li- 


mited after  his  death;  that  the 
clause  of  maintenance  till  thirty, 
and  postponing  payment  till  then, 
did  not  disturb  the  previous  vesting 
in  the  children  surviving  the  hus- 
band, so  as  to  introduce  remoteness, 
and  that,  consequently,  one  child 
having  died,  living  its  father,  her 
share  went  over  to  those  who 
should  be  surviving  at  his  death, 
[Hodson  V.  Micklethwaite]    .    29  i 

7.  A  marriage  settlement  contained 
a  clause,  by  which  it  was  agreed, 
and  the  husband  covenanted,  that 
if  any  real  or  personal  estate  should 
descend  or  devolve  to,  or  vest  in 
the  wife,  or  in  any  person  in  trust 
for  her,  the  husband  should  make, 
do  and  execute,  or  cause  or  pro- 
cure to  be  made,  done,  or  executed, 
or  join  or  concur  with  the  wife  in 
making,  doing  or  executing,  all 
such  acts,  deeds,  &c.,  as  should  be 
necessary  for  settling  such  pro- 
perty on  the  trusts  of  the  settle- 
ment. A  legacy  was  left  to  the 
wife  for  her  separate  use.  Held, 
that  it  did  not  come  within  the 
agreement  and  covenant  to  settle 
contained  in  the  settlement.  [^Rams' 
den  V.  Smith] 298 

8.  A  will  contained  a  gift  to  children^ 
and  the  issue  of  deceased  children, 
in  language  which  clearly  did  not 
vest  it  in  any  till  the  youngest 
should  have  attained  twenty-one. 
In  a  subsequent  part  there  was  a 
declaration  as  to  the  vesting  of  the 
shares,  expressed  with  much  ob- 
scurity, and  partially  inconsistent 
with  the  language  of  the  gift.  Held, 
that  it  must  be  rejected,  and  the 
clear  gift  must  take  effect ;  conse- 
quently, that  the  shares  did  not 
vest  till  the  period  prescribed,  and 
the  representatives  of  a  child,  who 
died  before  the  youngest  attained 
twenty-one,  took  nothing,  [fitc^- 
ford  V.  Chalker]    •     .     •     .     827 
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CONTRACT. 

An  agreement  was  in  the  following 
words  :  «*  A.  agrees  to  pay  625/, 
for  the  cottage  and  stable,  B.  pav- 
ing the  expenses  of  the  lease  held 
by  Mr.  C.  Signed  A."  Held, 
that  such  an  agreement  was  not 
sufficient  within  the  Statute  of 
Frauds.  A  party  contending  for 
specific  performance  must  show 
that  his  conduct  has  been  fair.  If 
he  has  made  material  misrepre- 
sentations to  the  defendant,  it  is  no 
answer  to  say  that  the  defendant 
might  have  found  out  they  were 
misrepresentations.  Specific  per- 
formance is  not  of  course,  because 
there  is  a  contract,  but  a  relief  in 
the  nature  of  indulgence  peculiar 
to  the  Jurisdiction  of  equity.  [Cox 
Y.Middleton] 209 

COPYHOLD. 

On  a  foreclosure  of  an  equitable 
mortgage  of  copyhold,  the  mort- 
gagor, being  the  person  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  for  an  effectual 
surrender,  must  pay  the  expense 
of  all  such  steps.    '  [Pryce  v.  nury"] 

41 

COSTS,  ORDER  OF  PAYMENT 
OF. 

Costs  of  litigation  in  the  Ecclesias- 
tical Court  for  determining  which 
is  the  testator's  will,  although  or- 
dered by  the  Ecclesiastical  Court 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  estate,  are 
postponed  to  the  costs  of  adminis- 
tration in  this  Court.  [Afei/or  v. 
Major'\ 281 

COVENANT  TO  SETTLE. 
A  marriage  settlement  contained  a 
clause,  by  which  it  waa  agreed, 
and  the  husband  covenanted,  that 
if  any  red  or  personal  estate  should 
descend  or  devolve  to  or  rent  in 


the  wife  or  in  any  person  in  trust 
for  her,  the  husband  should  make, 
do  and  execute,  or  cause  or  pro- 
cure to  be  made,  done  or  executed, 
or  join  or  concur  with  the  wife  in 
making,  doing  or  executing,  all 
such  acts,  deeds,  &c.,  as  should  be 
necessary  for  settling  such  property 
on  the  trusts  of  the  settlement. 
A  legacy  was  \e(i  to  the  wife  for 
her  separate  use.  Held,  that  it 
did  not  come  within  the  agree- 
ment and  covenant  to  settle  con- 
tained in  the  settlement.  [Ranuden 
V.  Smith] 298 

DEED. 

A  marriage  settlement  contained  a 
clause,  by  which  it  was  agreed, 
and  the  husband  covenanted,  that 
if  any  real  or  personal  estate  should 
descend  or  devolve  to  or  vest  in 
the  wife,  or  in  any  person  in  trust 
for  her,  the  husband  should  make, 
do  and  execute,  or  cause  or  pro- 
care  to  be  made,  done  or  exe- 
cuted, or  join  or  concur  with  the 
wife  in  making,  doing  or  executing, 
all  such  acts,  deeds,  &c.,  as  should 
be  necessary  for  settling  such  pro- 
perty on  the  trusts  of  the  settle- 
ment. A  legacy  was  lefl  to  the 
wife  for  her  separate  use.  Held, 
that  it  did  not  come  within  the 
agreement  and  covenant  to  settle 
contained  in  the  settlement.  [^Rams- 
den  V.  Smith] 298 

DEMURRER. 

The  case  made  by  the  bill  was  this : 
— It  alleged  title,  under  several  in- 
struments, to  certain  real  estates 
settled  thereby,  one  of  such  deeds 
creating  a  term  to  raise  a  sum  of 
money  not  yet  raised.  It  alleged 
possession  or  receipt  of  the  rents 
in  some  of  the  defendants,  and  that 
they  had  possession  of  some  of  the 
deeds,  and  that  they  had  given 
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nottee  to  tentnts  not  to  pay  rent 
to  the  plaintiff,  and  threatened  to 
distrain.  It  alleged  that  the  trus- 
tee of  the  term  refused  to  assign  it 
to  the  plaintiff.  It  prayed,  among 
other  things,  a  declaration,  that 
under  certain  of  the  instruments 
the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  the  es- 
tates ;  and  that,  on  payment  of  the 
money  to  he  raised  hy  the  term,  hy 
him,  he  was  entitled  to  a  surrender 
or  an  assignment  of  the  term. 
Held,  that  there  was  an  equity  for 
that  relief,  if  for  no  more ;  the  hill 
was  not  therefore  demurrable. 
[^Saunders  v.  Richardson]     •     128 

DOWER. 

A  testator  gave  annuities  to  his  widow, 
charged  on  land,  certain  freehold 
parts  of  which  he  had  no  power  to 
demise,  and  as  to  certain  copyhold 
parts  of  which  it  was  contended 
that  it  did  not  pass  by  his  will. 
He  declared  that  such  annuities 
were  in  satisfaction  of  "  all  dower 
and  thirds,  at  the  common  law  or 
otherwise,  which  she  would  or 
misht  have  been  entitled  to  in  de- 
fault of  his  will."  Held,  that  the 
widow  was  put  to  her  election,  as 
well  as  to  the  freehold  lands  which 
he  had  no  power  to  devise  as  to 
the  freebench  out  of  the  copyhold. 
INottley  v.  Palmer]      ,     .    .     9S 

ELECTION. 

1.  A  testator  gave  annuities  to  his 
widow,  charged  on  land,  certain 
freehold  parts  of  which  he  had  no 
power  to  devise,  and  as  to  certain 
copyhold  parts  of  which  it  was 
contended  that  it  did  not  pass  by 
his  will.  He  declared  that  such 
annuities  were  in  satisfaction  of 
'*  all  dower  and  thirds,  at  the  com- 
mon law  or  otherwise,  which  she 
would  or  might  have  been  entitled 
to  in  default  of  his  will."  Held,  that 


the  widow  was  put  to  her  election, 
as  well  as  to  the  freehold  lands 
which  he  had  no  power  to  devise 
as  to  the  freebench  out  of  the  copy- 
hold. [Nottley  V.  Palmer]  .  93 
St.  A  testator  by  his  will  gave  to  his 
married  daughter  2,000/.  for  her 
separate  use,  *'  to  he  in  bar  and  full 
discharge  of  all  other  claims  which 
she  or  her  said  husband  might  have 
or  make  on  his  estate"  Held,  that 
this  was  not  like  a  case  of  election 
properly,  nor  a  condition  of  for- 
feiture ;  but  that  the  legacy  was  a 
discharge,  pro  tanto^  of  anv  rights 
which  the  wife,  or  husband  in  her 
right,  might  have  against  the  es- 
tate; and  that  the  husband  and 
wife  were  properly  joined  as  plain- 
tiffs, IHardingham  v.  Thomas]  S53 

EQUITY. 

The  case  made  by  the  bill  was  this : 
— It  alleged  title,  under  several 
instruments,  to  certain  real  estates 
settled  thereby,  one  of  such  deeds 
creating  a  term  to  raise  a  sum  of 
money  not  yet  raised.  It  alleged 
possession  or  receipt  of  the  rents 
m  some  of  the  defendants ;  and 
that  they  had  possession  of  some 
of  the  deeds ;  and  that  they  had 
given  notice  to  tenants  not  to  pay 
rent  to  the  plaintiff,  and  threatened 
to  distrain :  it  alleged  that  the  trus- 
tee of  the  term  refused  to  assign  it 
to  the  plaintiff.  It  prayed,  among 
other  things,  a  declaration  that 
under  certain  of  the  instruments 
the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  the 
estates;  and  that  on  payment  of 
the  money  to  be  raised  by  the  term 
by  him,  he  was  entitled  to  a  sur- 
render or  assignment  of  the  term. 
Held,  that  there  was  an  equity  for 
that  relief,  if  for  no  more,  and  the 
bill  was  not  therefore  demurrable. 
[^Saunders  v.  Richardson]     .     128 
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EQUITIES,  PRIORITY  BE- 
TWEEN. 

Vendor  conveyed  without  receiving 
his  purchase-money ;  the  receipt  of 
it  was  endorsed  on  the  deed,  and 
the  title  deed  delivered  to  the  pur- 
chaser.* The  purchaser  then  made 
a  mortgage  hy  deposit,  and  ab- 
sconded. Held,  as  between  the 
vendor's  lien  for  his  unpaid  pur- 
chase-money and  the  right  of  the 
mortgagee,  that  the  possession  of 
the  title  deeds,  and  the  fact  of  the 
endorsement  of  the  receipt  on  the 
deed,  gave  the  mortgagee  the  better 
equity.  Principles  of  the  rule  as 
to  the  effect  of  priority  in  point  of 
time.    \_Rice  v.  Rice^   ...     73 

EQUITABLE  MORTGAGE. 

1.  On  a  foreclosure  of  an  equitable 
mortgage  of  copyhold,  the  mort- 
gagor, being  the  person  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  for  an  eflectual 
surrender,  must  pay  the  expense 
of  all  such  steps.     {_Pryce  v.  nury^ 

41 

2.  A  solicitor  took  a  deposit  of  a  po- 
licy from  his  client,  under  a  parol 
agreement  that  it  was  to  secure  his 
then  existing  costs.  Afterwards 
he  made  advances  and  took  an  as- 
signment of  the  policy  to  secure 
them ;  the  deed  saying  nothing 
about  the  costs.  Held,  that  the 
deed  expressing  no  agreement  that 
it  was  to  include  the  costs,  the  pos- 
session under  it  merged  the  pos- 
session under  the  deposit,  and  the 
policy  was  only  a  security  for  the 
advances.  [Faughan  v.  Fonder- 
stegcn] 289 

ESTATE  [Fee]. 

A  testator  gave  specific  real  estate, 
and  his  personal  estate,  property 
and  effects  to  his  wife  for  life ; 


and  afler  her  death  he  gave  the 
aforesaid  specific  real  estate,  with 
all  monies,  rights,  credits,  &C.9" 
and  all  property  "whatever  that 
should  be  remaining  after  his  wife's 
decease,"  to  his  children.  Held, 
that  the  children  took  his  real  es- 
tate in  fee.   [Footnerv,  Cooper']     7 

ESTATE  [Tail]. 

By  a  will,  an  estate  in  remainder  ex* 
pectant  on  the  determination  of  va- 
rious limitations  was  given  "  upoa 
trust  for  the  right  heirs  of  A.  de- 
ceased (the  father  of  testator's  late 
uncle)  by  Mary,  his  second  wife, 
also  deceased."  Held,  that  this 
was  a  limitation  of  an  estate  tail. 
I  Wright  V.  Femon]    .     •     .     439 

ESTATE  [Implied]. 

A  testator  gave  his  residue  to  his 
wife  for  her  and  her  son's  support, 
clothing  and  education,  until  he 
should  attain  twenty-one.  If  he 
died  under  twenty-one,  then  he 
gave  all  the  interest  of  his  bank 
stock  to  his  wife  for  life;  after 
her  death,  he  gave  all  his  property 
to  his  daughter.  Held,  that  the 
son  did  not  take  any  estate  by  im- 
plication on  attaining  twenty-one ; 
but  there  was  an  intestacy.  [^FUz- 
henry  v.  Bonner]      ....     36 

EVIDENCE. 

On  the  examination  of  witnesses 
orally,  under  the  15  &  16  Vict.  c. 
86f  if  a  document  is  put  into  the 
hands  of  a  witness  by  the  party 
examining  him,  the  other  side  may 
require  to  see  the  document :  1.  if 
the  witness  is  examined  upon  its 
contents  generally.  2.  If,  although 
the  document  is  originally  showa 
to  the  witness  merely  to  refresh 
his  memory,  questions  are  after- 
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wards  put  relating  to  its  contents. 
He  may  not  require  to  see  the 
document:  1.  If  the  document  is 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  witness 
merely  to  refresh  his  memory,  and 
nothing  more  is  done.  2.  If  he  is 
examined  merely  to  prove  the 
handwriting.  [Lord  v.  Uolcin]  205 

EVIDENCE  BY  AFFIDAVIT. 

The  d6th  section  of  the  Chancery 
Amendment  Act,  15  &  16  Vict. 
c.  86,  requires  special  reasons  to 
be  shown  to  the  Court,  affecting 
either  particular  witnesses  or  parti- 
cular facts.  [Rogers  v.  Hooper']  97 

EXECUTORS. 

A  trustee  of  the  legal  estate  in  a  mort- 
gage in  trust  tor  A.  absolutely, 
executed  a  re-conveyance,  and 
signed  a  receipt  for  the  mortgage 
money,  and  handed  it  to  one  of 
A.'s  executors,  who  was  also  his 
own  solicitor,  and  who  afterwards 
misapplied  the  money.  Held,  that 
the  money  having  got  into  the 
hands  of  the  executor,  the  trustee 
was  not  liable.  [Waugh  v.  M^yche'] 

SIS 
FEE. 

1.  By  a  will,  an  estate  in  remainder 
expectant  on  the  determination  of 
various  limitations  was  given  "upon 
trust  for  the  right  heirs  of  A.  de- 
ceased (the  father  of  testator's  late 
uncle)  by  Mary,  his  second  wife, 
also  deceased.^'  Held,  that  this 
was  not  a  limitation  in  fee,  but  a 
limitation  of  an  estate  tail.  [  Wright 
V.  Vernon]    , 439 

S.  A  testator  gave  specific  real  estate, 
and  his  personal  esute,  property 
and  effects  to  his  wife  for  life ;  and 
after  her  death  he  gave  the  afore- 
said specific  real  estate,  with  all 
monies,  rights,  credits,  &c.,  "  and 
all  property  whatever  that  should 


be  remaining  after  his  wife's  de- 
cease," to  his  children.  Held,  that 
the  children  took  his  real  estate  in 
fee.     [Footner  v.  Cooper]    •     .     7 

FEE  TAIL. 

By  a  will,  an  estate  remainder  ex- 
pectant on  the  determination  of  va- 
rious limitations  was  given  *'  upon 
trust  for  the  right  heirs  of  A.  de- 
ceased (the  father  of  testator's  late 
uncle)  by  Marv,  his  second  wife, 
also  deceased. '  Held,  that  this 
was  a  limitation  of  an  estate  tail. 
IfVright  V.  Vernon]    ...     439 

FEME  COVERTE. 

1.  A  married  woman  having  a  life 
estate  in  personalty  to  her  separate 
use,  with  a  general  power  of  ap- 
pointment by  will,  does  not,  by 
exercising  that  power,  make  the 
property  applicable  to  the  payment 
of  her  engagements  in  the  nature 
of  debts,  viz.,  of  such  engage- 
ments as  would  be  charges  on  her 
separate  estate.  [Vaughan  v.  Van^ 
derstegen] 165 

ft.  By  a  marriage  settlement  ip  ]  834, 
the  husband  gave  a  bond  for  2,000/. 
to  the  trustees,  to  be  paid  within 
six  months  of  the  marriage ;  to  be 
left  outstanding  with  the  consent  in 
writing  of  the  wife  and  husband  ; 
and  to  be  called  in  with  the  like 
consent.  Another  debt  of  4,000/. 
was  included  in  the  settlement.  The 
2,000/.  was  never  got  in.  The  hus- 
band became  bankrupt  in  1836  ; 
the  trustees  proved  for  the  debt, 
but  afterwards  joined  in  a  super- 
sedeas, on  the  bankrupt  guarantee- 
ing to  his  creditors  I6s.  6d.  in  the 
pound.  The  other  creditors  were 
so  paid;  the  trustees  never  took 
their  composition.  In  1838  the 
wife  and  husband  gave  a  written 
consent  that  the  debt  should  re- 
main out  on  the  husband's  bond. 
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No  other  content  was  ever  given. 
Held,  that  the  wife's  consent,  in 
1 838,  was  not  retrospective.  [Wiles 

V.  Greiham] S58 

3.  A  married  woman  had  a  life  es- 
tate in  personalty  to  her  separate 
use,  with  a  general  power  of  ap- 
pointment by  will,  and  in  default 
of  appointment  over.  She  had 
also  real  estate  similarly  settled, 
except  that,  in  default  of  appoint- 
ment, the  ultimate  limitation  was 
to  her  and  her  heirs,  so  that  her 
husband  should  not  be  benefited 
by  the  curtesy.  She  borrowed 
money,  fraudulently  representing 
herself  to  be  single,  and  purported 
to  execute  a  mortgage  of  some  of 
the  settled  real  estate,  with  the  or- 
dinary covenant  to  pay.  After- 
wards, she  by  will  appointed  her 
freehold  and  personal  estate  chiefly 
to  her  children,  and  then  died. 
Held,  that,  by  the  fraud,  the  mar- 
ried woman  made  the  appointed 
estate  liable  as  aeneral  assets,  as  if 
she  had  been  a  feme  sole  in  respect 
of  it ;  and  that  the  mortgagee  had 
a  right  not  only  to  a  diarge  on  the 
mortgaged  real  estate  to  which  she 
was  entitled  in  remainder,  but,  if 
it  was  not  sufficient,  he  was,  by 
reason  of  the  fraud,  to  rank  as  a 
creditor  on  her  general  assets,  and 
to  take  the  appointed  personal 
fund,  if  there  was  not  enough  with- 
out. The  decision  in  Vaughan  v. 
Vanderstegent  ante,  p.  165,  con- 
firmed, where  there  is  no  fraud. 
{Vaughan  v.  Vanderstegen]  .    863 

FRAUD. 

A  married  woman  had  a  life  estate  in 
personalty  to  her  separate  use,  with 
a  general  power  of  appointment  by 
will,  in  aefault  of  appointment, 
over.  She  had  also  real  estate  si- 
milarly settled,  except  that,  in  de- 
fault of  appointment,  the  ultimate 


limitatbn  was  to  her  and  her  heirs, 
so  that  her  husband  should  not  be 
benefited  by  the  curtesy.  She  bor- 
rowed money,  fraudulently  repre- 
senting herself  to  be  single,  and 
purported  to  execute  a  mortgage 
of  some  of  the  settled  real  estate, 
with  the  ordinary  covenant  to  pay. 
Afterwards,  she  by  will  appointed 
her  freehold  and  personal  estate 
chiefly  to  her  children,  and  then 
died.  Held,  that,  by  the  fraud, 
the  married  woman  made  the  ap- 
pointed estate  liable  as  general 
assets,  as  if  she  had  been  a  feme 
sole  in  respect  of  it ;  and  that  the 
mor-rgagee  had  a  right  not  only  to 
a  charge  on  the  mortgaged  real 
estate  to  which  she  was  entitled  in 
remainder,  but,  if  it  was  not  suflS- 
cient,  he  was,  by  reason  of  the 
fraud,  to  rank  as  a  creditor  on  her 
general  assets,  and  to  take  the  ap- 
pointed personal  fund,  if  there  waa 
not  enough  without.  The  decision 
in  Vaugfian  v.  Vandertte^en^  p.  1 65, 
confirmed,  where  there  is  no  firaud. 
[Vaughan  v.  Vanderstegen]       868 

FRAUDS,  STATUTE  OF. 

An  agreement  was  in  the  following 
words :  "  A.  agrees  to  pay  625/. 


for  the  cottage  and  stabley  15.  pay- 
ing the  expenses  of  the  lease  held 
by  Mr.  C.  Signed  A.*'  Held,  that 
such  an  agreement  was  not  suflH- 
cient  within  the  Statute  of  Frauds. 
[Cox  V.  Middletan]     .     .    ,    209 

FREEBENCH. 

A  testator  gave  annuities  to  his 
widow,  charged  on  land,  certain 
freehold  parts  of  which  he  had  no 
power  to  devise,  and  as  to  certain 
copyhold  paru  of  which  it  was 
contended  that  it  did  not  pass  by 
his  will.  He  declared  that  sn(m 
annuities  were  in  satisfaction  of 
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*^  all  dower  and  thirds  at  the  com- 
tnon  law  or  otherwise  which  she 
would  or  might  have  been  entitled 
to  in  default  of  his  will."  Held, 
that  the  widow  was  put  to  her 
election,  as  well  as  to  tne  freehold 
lands  which  he  had  no  power  to 
devise,  as  to  the  freebench  out  of 
the  copyhold.    [^Naitley  v.  Palnur] 

93 

GIFT  INTER  VIVOS. 

A.  by  her  will  gave  all  her  estate  to 
her  sister;  afterwards  she  trans- 
ferred stock  into  their  joint  names, 
as  it  appeared,  for  the  purpose  of 
saving  legacy  duty.  The  will  was 
void.  Held,  that  the  transfer  was 
intended  to  vest .  the  beneficial 
estate  by  survivorship  in  the  sis- 
ter, and  that  she  took  the  stock  to 
the  exclusion  of  A.*s  next  of  kin. 
[Deacon  v.  Cotquhoun]      •     •     21 


HEIR  AT  LAW. 

N.  and  C,  the  daughters  of  M.,  were 
jointly  indebted  to  S.,  and  the  debt 
was  secured  by  a  deposit  of  title 
deeds  of  property  belonging  to 
C.  M.  appointed  N.  her  execu- 
trix. Part  of  her  property  con- 
sisted of  a  mortgage  debt,  and  after 
her  will  she  purdiased  some  real 
estate,  which  descended  to  N.  and  C. 
N.  died,  leaving  a  large  amount  of 
M.*s  debts  unpaid,  and  she  made 
the  plaintiff  her  executrix,  so  that 
the  plaintiff  was  personal  repre- 
sentative of  both  M«  and  of  N. 
After  the  death  of  M.,  N.  and  C. 
borrowed  of  S.  'money  on  a  de- 
posit of  title  deeds,  by  which  M.'s 
mortgage  debt  was  secured,  and  of 
the  title  deeds  of  the  real  estate 
descended  to  N.  and  C.  S.  knew 
that  the  money  was  only  partially 
wanted  for  the  purposes  of  M.'s 
estate.    There  had  been  another 


suit  to  administer  the  estate  of  M., 
and  a  decree  in  that  suit ;  and  part 
of  the  real  estate  of  M.  sold.  On 
a  bill  by  the  plaintiff  against  S., 
seeking  to  recover  the  title  deeds, 
held,  that  the  mortgage  by  N, 
and  C,  as  the  heiresses  of  M.,  did 
not  relieve  the  purchaser  from  the 
suit  of  M.'s  representative.  [Car' 
ier  V.  Sanders]      ....     fi4B 

IMPLICATION. 

A  testator  gave  his  residue  to  his 
wife  ^ar  her  and  her  son's  support, 
clothmg  and  education,  until  he 
should  attain  twenty-one.  If  he 
died  under  twenty-one,  then  he 
gave  all  the  interest  of  his  Bank 
Stock  to  his  wife  for  life;  after 
her  death,  he  gave  all  his  property 
to  his  daughter.  Held,  that  the 
son  did  not  take  any  estate  by  im- 
plication on  attaining  twenty-one, 
but  tliere  was  an  intestacy.  [f*if«- 
henry  v*  Bonner]     .    ^     .     .36 

INDEMNITY. 

By  a  marriage  settlement  in  1 834,  the 
husband  gave  a  bond  for  2,000/. 
to  the  trustees,  to  be  paid  within 
six  months  of  the  marriage ;  to  be 
left  outstanding  with  the  consent 
in  writing  of  the  wife  and  husband, 
and  to  be  called  in  with  the  like 
consent.  Another  debt  of  4,000/. 
was  included  in  the  settlement. 
The  2,000/.  was  never  got  in.  The 
husband  became  bankrupt  in  1 836 ; 
the  trustees  proved  for  the  debt, 
but  afterwards  joined  in  a  super- 
sedeas, on  the  bankrupt  guaran- 
teeing to  his  creditors  16^.  6d.  in 
the  pound.  The  other  creditors 
were  so  paid;  the  trustees  never 
took  their  composition.  In  1838 
the  wife  and  husband  save  a  writ- 
ten consent  that  the  debt  should 
remain  out  on  the  husband's  bond. 
No  other  consent  was  ever  given. 
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The  hosband  was  again  bankropt 
in  1847.  In  18S4  the  tnutees 
had,  at  the  instance  of  the  hus- 
band (having  no  power  to  invest 
in  the  purchase  of  lands),  pur- 
chased copyhold  land  and  build- 
ings with  part  of  the  4^000/.  The 
husband  erected  new  and  Taluable 
buildinffs  on  the  land  at  his  own  ex- 
pense, iBcreasioff  its  value  iar  more 
than  ftflOOL  There  was  no  evi- 
dence to  connect  this  outlay  with 
the  discharge  of  the  bond  debt. 
Held,  that  die  trustees  could  not 
be  indemnified  out  of  the  increase 
of  value  of  the  land  caused  by  the 
husband's  outlay  upon  it.  [Wilts 
V.  Gretham] 258 

INJUNCTION,  PERPETUAL. 

The  plaintiff  was  in  the  enjoyment  of 
ancient  lights.  There  had  been  a 
building  adjoining  his,  with  a  wall 
alleged  to  have  been  twelve  feet 
high,  and >  not  interfering  with  his 
light.  The  defendant  was  about 
to  pull  down  this  wall,  and  rebuild 
it  thirty  feet  hiffh,  which  he  alleged 
was  the  originalheight.  The  plain- 
tiff's evidence  as  to  the  original 
heiffht  was  more  precise  than  the 
defendant's*  The  defendant  said 
he  never  intended  to  build  beyond 
the  original  height.  The  plamtiff 
proved  that  he  ureatened  to  build 
much  beyond  twelve  feet.  An  in- 
junction had  been  obtained,  and 
the  defendant  never  moved  to  dis- 
solve it.  At  the  hearing  a  de- 
cree for  a  perpetual  injunction 
was  granted,  without  requiring  the 

Flaintiff  to  try  his  right  at  law. 
PotUy.Lny\      ....     272 

INVESTMENT. 

By  a  deed,  poiver  was  given  to  trus- 
tees, and  they  were  reqtured^  with 
the  approbation  of  the  tenants  for 
life,  to  invest  in  the  purdiase  of 


leaseholds.  Held,  that  it  was  eom- 
pnlsory  on  them  to  invest,  when 
called  upon  to  do  so  by  the  te- 
nants for  life.  [CadogoM  v.  Lard 
Estex] 227 

JUDGMENT. 

1.  A.,  on  the  occasion  of  his  advanc- 
ing his  dient's  money  to  B.,  had 
search  made  for  judgments  by  his 
clerks;  it  did  not  appear  whether, 
in  the  result  of  their  search,  the 
clerks  found  any  judgment  against 
B.,  or  whether  they  communicated 
any  thing  to  A.  But  in  fiict  the 
search  was  made,  and  in  feet  there 
was  a  prior  judgment  entered  up 
against  B.  A.  afterwards  took  a 
mortgage  of  B.'s  property,  and 
then  sold  to  C.  Held,  that  the 
facts  were  sufficient  evidence  of 
notice  of  the  judgment  to  A.,  so 
as  to  affect  C.  the  purchaser,  and 
let  in  the  judgment.  [Procter  v. 
Cooper'] I 

2.  Where  a  person  deceased  died 
domiciled  in  Ireland,  leaving  pro- 
perty in  Ireland  and  England,  and 
the  same  executors  in  both  coun- 
tries. Held,  that  an  Irish  judg- 
ment had  priority  over  Englidi 
simple  contract  creditors  against 
Irish  property  remitted  to  Eng- 
land from  the  executors,  and  being 
there  administered.  [Cook  v.  Greg* 
jofi] 286 

JURISDICTION. 

Motion  to  amend  after  the  cause  was 
referred  for  hearing,  by  making  a 
totally  new  case,  inconsistent  with 
the  case  origimdly  made,  refused 
with  costs.  Motion  for  leave  to 
amend  by  making  a  case  in  effect 
that  a  part  of  a  will  was  obtained 

•  by  fraud,  and  the  bequest  void. 
Held,  that  such  amendment  could 
not  be  permitted,  on  the  ground 
that  if  mtrodttced  it  made  a  caae 
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on  which  the  Court  had  no  power 
to  adjudicate.  [^Tkompson  t. 
Judge] 414 

LEGACY. 

A  testator  gave  to  his  eight  nephews 
and  nieces,  naming  them,  provided 
that  if  any  of  them  should  die  in 
his  lifetime  without  leaving  chil- 
dren ;  or,  as  to  the  nephews^  should 
survive  him  and  die  under  twen- 
ty-one, without  leaving  children ; 
or,  as  to  the  nieces,  should  survive 
him  and  die  under  twenty-one, 
without  having  heen  married,  the 
share  of  each  of  them  so  dying, 
as  well  original  as  accruing,  should 
go  to  the  survivor  and  survivors, 
other  and  others.  The  testator 
revoked  the  trust  created  as  re- 
garded two  of  his  nephews,  A. 
and  B.  A.  had  attained  twenty- 
one,  survived  the  testator,  and  was 
living.  B.  attained  twenty-one  and 
died,  living  the  testator.  Held, 
that  the  limitations  over  of  their 
shares  were  revoked,  and  that  they 
went  to  the  heir-at-law  and  next 
of  kin.  Gift  to  an  executor  of 
100/. ;  gift  by  a  codicil  of  5001. 
in  substitution  thereof,  then  that 
gift  revoked  ;  the  prior  gift  of  the 
100/.  is  not  set  up  again,  [^ou/- 
cott  V.  Boulcott]      .     ...     25 

LIEN. 

A.  and  B.,  solicitors  in  partnership, 
had  a  bill  of  costs  against  B.  On 
their  dissolution  of  partnership  the 
costs  were  transferred  to  A.  After- 
wards A.,  at  the  request  of  the 
client,  paid  a  debt  for  which  she 
had  deposited  title  deeds,  and  took 
possession  of  and  afterwards  re- 
tained the  title  deeds.  He  after- 
wards continued  to  act  as  her  so- 
licitor, and  costs  were  incurred. 
Held,  that  as  to  the  joint  bill  of 
costs  there  could  be  no  lien  in  fa- 


vour of  A.,  if  otherwise,  there 
would  have  been  lien ;  and,  as  to 
his  separate  bill  of  costs,  he  had 
taken  the  deeds  as  mortgagee  and 
not  as  solicitor,  and  therefore  he  . 
had  no  lien  for  costs.  [VaugJum 
V.  Vanderstegen  (AnnesUtfi  case)"] 

409 
MARRIED  WOMAN. 

A  married  woman  having  a  life  estate 
to  her  separate  use  in  certain  lease- 
hold and  personal  property,  with 
a  general  power  of  appointment  by 
will  only,  appointed  to  children. 
Held,  that,  in  the  administration 
of  her  estate,  a  tradesman  supply- 
ing her  with  goods  while  she  con- 
cealed her  marriage  and  dealt  with 
him  as  a  single  woman,  had  a  claim 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  appointed 
fund.     [Vaughan  v.  Vanderstegen] 

408 

MASSES. 

Trusts  declared  for  certain  Roman 
Catholic  chapels,  for  saying  masses 
and  requiems  for  the  souls  of  the 
donor  and  for  other  souls,  and  for 
the  poor  dead  souls,  and  for  other 
pious  purposes.  Held,  that  the 
gifts  for  masses,  &c.,  for  the  dead 
were  superstitious  and  void ;  that 
the  pious  uses  could  not,  as  reli- 
gious uses,  be  separated  from  the 
others,  and  were  therefore  also 
bad;  and  that  the  words  pious 
uses  could  not  be  construed  chari- 
table uses ;  consequently,  the  pro- 
perty given  to  these  uses  went  to 
the  residuary  legatee  of  the  donor. 
[Heath  V.  Cha^an]  .    •     •    417 

MERGER, 

A  solicitor  took  a  deposit  of  a  policy 
from  his  client,  under  a  parol  agree- 
ment that  it  was  to  secure  his  then 
existing  costs.  Afterwards  he  made 
advances  and  took  an  assignment 
of  the  policy  to  secure  them ;  the 
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deed  saying  nothing  about  the  costs. 
Held,  that  the  deed  expressing  no 
agreement  that  it  was  to  include 
the  costs,  the  possession  under 
it  merged  the  possession  under 
the  deposit,  and  the  policy  was 
only  a  security  for  the  advances. 
[Vaughan  v.  Fanderstegen]  .    ^89 

MISJOINDER. 

N.  and  C,  the  daughters  of  M.,  were 
jointly  indebted  to  S.,  and  the 
debt  was  secured  by  a  deposit  of 
title  deeds  of  property  belonging 
to  C.  M.  appointed  N.  her  exe- 
cutrix. Part  of  her  property  con- 
sisted of  a  mortgage  debt,  and 

'  after  her  will  she  purchased  some 
real  estate,  which  descended  to  N. 
and  C.  N.  died,  leaving  a  large 
amount  of  M.'s  debts  unpaid,  and 
she  made  the  plaintiff  her  execu- 
trix, so  that  the  plaintiff  was  per- 
sonal representative  both  of  M. 
and  of  N.  After  the  death  of  N.| 
M.  and  C.  borrowed  of  S.  money 
on  a  deposit  of  the  title  deeds  by 
which  M.'s  mortgage  debt  was  se- 
cured, and  of  the  title  deeds  of  the 
real  estate  descended  to  N.  and  C. 
S.  knew  that  the  money  was  only 
partially  wanted  for  the  purpose 
of  M.'s  estate.  There  had  been 
another  suit  to  administer  the  estate 
of  M.,  and  a  decree  in  that  suit ; 
and  part  of  the  real  estate  of  M. 
sold.  On  a  bill  by  the  plaintiff 
against  S.,  seeking  to  recover  the 
title  deeds  deposited :  held,  that  the 
plaintiff  was  not  incapable  of  suing 
by  being  the  representative  of  N., 
who,  it  was  admitted,  could  not 
have  sustained  a  bill.  {^Carter  v. 
Sanders] £48 

MORTGAGOR  AND  MORT- 
GAGEE. 

1.  On  a  foreclosure  of  an  equitable 
mortgage  of  copyhold,  the  mort- 


gagor, being  the  person  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  for  an  effectual 
surrender,  must  pay  the  expenses 
of  all  such  steps.    [Pryce  v.  Bury} 

41 
ft»  In  a  mortgage  power  of  sale  it 
was  required  that  notice  should  be 
given  to  the  mortgagor ^  his  heirs 
or  assigns.  The  mortgagor  died, 
leaving  an  infant  heir.  Held,  that 
notice  to  the  infant  heir  and  her 
guardian  was  good  notice.  [TVa- 
cey  V.  Lawrence']   •     •     •     .     403 

MORTMAIN. 
A  deed  of  gifl  to  trustees  of  a  rent- 
charge  for  charitable  purposes  duly 
enrolled,  and  otherwise  legal  on 
the  face  of  it.  The  erantor  lived 
many  years  afterwards  and  kept 
the  deed ;  and  the  terms  of  the  deed 
were  never  enforced.  There  was 
evidence  of  conduct  to  show  the 
intention  in  the  grantor  and  one 
of  the  trustees,  that  the  deed  was 
not  to  take  effect  till  after  the 
grantor's  death;  but  no  evidence 
of  any  speci6c  agreement.  Held, 
upon  this  evidence,  that  the  deed 
was  invalid.     IfVay  v.  East]     44 

NOTICE. 

A.,  on  the  occasion  of  advancing  his 
client's  money  to  B.,  had  search 
made  for  judgments  by  his  clerks ; 
it  did  not  appear  whether,  in  the 
result  of  their  search,  the  clerks 
found  any  judgment  against  B.,  or 
whether  they  communicated  any- 
thing to  A.  But  in  fact  the  search 
was  made,  and  in  fact  there  was  a 
prior  judgment  entered  up  against 
B.  A.  afterwards  took  a  mort- 
gage of  B.'s  property,  and  then 
sold  to  C.  Held,  that  the  facts 
were  sufficient  evidence  of  notice 
of  the  judgment  to  A.,  so  as  to  af- 
fect C.  the  purchaser,  and  let  in  the 
judgment.  IProcterv.  Cooper]  .     1 
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NUISANCE. 

The  plaintiff  was  in  the  enjoyment 
of  ancient  lights.  There  had  been 
a  building  adjoining  his,  with  a 
wall  alleged  to  have  been  twelve 
feet  high,  and  not  interfering  with 
his  light.  The  defendant  was 
about  to  pull  down  the  ruins  of 
this  wall,  and  rebuild  it  thirty  feet 
high,  which  he  alleged  was  the 
original  height.  The  plaintiff's 
evidence  as  to  the  original  height 
was  more  precise  than  the  de« 
fendant's.  The  defendant  said  he 
never  intended  to  build  beyond 
the  original  height.  The  plaintiff 
proved  that  he  threatened  to  build 
much  beyond  twelve  feet.  An 
injunction  had  been  obtained,  and 
the  defendant  never  moved  to  dis- 
solve it.  At  the  hearing,  a  de- 
cree for  a  perpetual  injunction 
was  granted,  without  requiring  the 
plaintiff  to  try  his  right  at  law. 
[PotU  V.Levy]       ....     272 

PARTICULARS  OF  SALE. 

A  vendor,  in  his  particulars  of  sale, 
described  certain  cottages  as  part 
of  Lot  6,  and  as  in  the  occupation 
of  the  owners  of  the  Sedghill  Col- 
lieries, or  their  undertenants  or 
workmen.  By  a  further  particular 
he  stated,  that  "  the  mines  and 
minerals  within  and  under  such  of 
the  collieries  as  were  situate  within 
certain  townships  were  reserved 
to  the  owners  thereof,  with  such 
powers  and  privileges  as  belonged 
to  them."  It  turned  out  that  the 
mine  under  Lot  6  was  not  the 
Sedghill  Colliery,  but  the  Hazel- 
rigg  Colliery,  and  the  owners  of 
the  Hazelrigg  Colliery  had  in  some 
way  obtained  or  long  used  a  right 
to  build  and  use  cottages  on  Lot  6 
without  paying  rent,  except  a 
trifling  compensation  for  surface 
damage,  and  they  had  transferred 
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their  riffht  to  the  owners  of  the 
Sedghill  Colliery.  Held,  that  the 
particulars  did  not,  on  the  face  of 
them,  convey  such  information  as 
the  vendor  ought  to  have  given ; 
but  inquiries  were  directed  as  to 
the  circumstances  under  which  the 
cottages  were  occupied,  and  whe- 
ther the  owners  of  the  Sedghill 
Colliery  had  any  right  against 
the  vendor.  [^Brandling  v.  Plum" 
mer] 427 

PARTITION. 

On  a  commission  under  a  partition 
decree  as  between  co-heiresses,  the 
eldest  has  no  right  of  choice.  The 
commissioners  are  to  exercise  their 
own  discretion^  and  may  take  into 
account,  in  allotting,  eldership  or 
an v  other  circumstance,  and  should 
only  draw  lots  if  they  cannot  on 
any  grounds  make  a  discretionary 
allotment.     {^Canning  v.  Canning'] 

PARTNERS. 
See  Power  of. 

PERSONAL  REPRESENTA- 
TIVES. 

1.  Testator  gave  a  life  interest  in  cer- 
tain funds,  with  remainder  **  to  be 
equally  divided  between  all  my 
cousins  german  now  existing,  or 
their  representatives."  Held,  there 
being  nothing  in  the  rest  of  the 
will  to  control  the  primary  legal 
meaning  of  the  word  representa- 
tives, that  it  meant  executors,  and 
not  next  of  kin ;  and  the  fund  went 
to  the  executors  or  administrators 
of  the  testator's  cousins  german,  as 
part  of  their  personal  estate.  In- 
vestigation of  the  authorities  and 
general  doctrine  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  word  representatives  in 
a  will,      [fte   Crawford's   Trusts] 

230 

2.  N.  and  C,  the  daughters  of  M., 
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were  jointly  indebted  to  S.,  and 
the  debt  was  secured  bj  a  deposit 
of  title  deeds  of  property  belonging 
to  C.  M.  appointed  N.  her  exe- 
cutrix. Part  of  her  property  con- 
sisted of  a  mortgage  debt,  and  after 
her  will  she  purchased  some  real 
estate,  which  descended  to  N.  and 
C.  N.  died,  leaving  a  large  amount 
of  M/s  debts  unpaid,  and  she  made 
the  plaintiff  her  executrix,  so  that 
the  plaintiff  was  personal  represen- 
tative both  of  M.  and  of  N.  After 
the  death  of  M.,  N.  and  C.  bor- 
rowed of  S.  money  on  a  deposit  of 
title  deeds  by  which  M.'s  mort- 
gage debt  was  secured,  and  of  the 
title  deeds  of  the  real  estate  de- 
scending to  N.  and  C.  S.  knew 
that  the  money  was  only  partially 
wanted  for  the  purposes  of  M.'s 
estate.  There  had  been  another 
suit  to  administer  the  estate  of  M., 
and  a  decree  in  that  suit,  and  part 
of  the  real  estate  of  M.  sold.  On  a 
bill  by  the  plaintiff  against  S.  seek- 
ing to  recover  the  title  deeds: 
Held,  1st.  That  the  plaintiff  was 
not  incapable  of  suing  by  being  the 
representative  of  N.,  who,  it  was 
admitted,  could  not  have  sustained 
a  bill.  2nd.  That,  though  only 
personal  representative  of  M.,  she 
could,  under  the  circumstances,  sue 
in  respect  both  of  her  real  and  per- 
sonal estate.     [Carter  v.  Sanders] 

PLEA. 

Bill  for  redemption  by  mortgagor  of 
shares  in  a  company  transferred 
into  the  name  of  the  mortgagee. 
Plea,  that,  at  the  time  of  the  bill 
filed,  all  the  shares  were,  by  as- 
signment, vested  in  another  person. 
Held,  the  plaintiff  had  a  title  to 
sue,  and  the  plea  overruled.  [fPifit- 
ierboUom  v.  Taylor'}  •    •     •     279 


PLEADING. 

1.  The  case  made  by  the  bill  was 
this : — It  alleged  title,  under  se- 
veral instruments,  to  certain  real 
estates  settled  thereby,  one  of  such 
deeds  creating  a  term  to  raise  a 
sum  of  money  not  yet  raised.  It 
alleged  possession  or  receipt  of  the 
rents  in  some  of  the  defendants, 
and  that  they  had  possession  of 
some  of  the  deeds,  and  that  they 
had  given  notice  to  tenants  not  to 
pay  rent  to  the  plaintiff,  and  threat- 
ened to  distrain.  It  alleged  that 
the  trustee  of  the  terra  refused  to 
assign  it  to  the  plaintiff.  It  prayed, 
among  other  things,  a  declaration 
that  under  certain  of  the  instru- 
ments the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to 
the  estates ;  and  that,  on  payment 
of  the  money  to  be  raised  by  the 
term  by  him,  he  was  entitled  to  a 
surrender  or  assignment  of  the 
term.  Held,  that  there  was  an 
equity  for  that  relief,  if  for  no 
more,  and  the  bill  was  not  there- 
fore demurrable.  [Saunders  y. 
Richardson'] 128 

2.  N.  and  C,  the  daughters  of  M., 
were  jointly  indebted  to  S.,  and 
the  debt  was  secured  by  a  deposit 
of  title  deeds  of  property  belonging 
to  C.  M.  appomted  N.  her  exe- 
cutrix. Part  of  her  property  con- 
sisted of  a  mortgage  debt,  and  after 
her  will  she  purcnased  some  real 
estate,  which  descended  to  N.  and 
C.  N.  died,  leaving  a  large  amount 
of  M.'s  debts  unpaid,  and  she  made 
the  plaintiff  her  executrix,  so  that 
the  plaintiff  was  personal  represen- 
tative both  of  M.  and  of  N.  After 
the  death  of  M.,  N.  and  C.  borrowed 
of  S.  money  on  a  deposit  of  the 
title  deeds  by  which  M.'s  mortgage 
debt  was  secured,  and  of  the  tide 
deeds  of  the  real  estate  descended 
to  N.  and  C.     S.  knew  that  the 
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money  was  only  partially  wanted 
for  the  purposes  of  M.'s  estate. 
There  had  been  another  suit  to 
administer  the  estate  of  M.,  and  a 
decree  in  that  suit^  and  part  of  the 
real  estate  of  M.  sold.  On  a  bill  by 
the  plaintiff  against  S.  seeking  to 
recover  the  title  deeds  deposited : 
Held,  1st.  That  the  plaintiff  was 
not  incapable  of  suing  by  being 
the  representative  of  M.,  who,  it 
was  admitted,  could  not  have  sus- 
tained a  bill.  2nd.  That,  though 
only  personal  representative  of  M., 
ahe  could*  under  the  circumstances, 
sue  in  respect  both  of  her  real  and 
personal  estate.  [^Carter  v.  San- 
ders] 248 

3.  Bill  for  redemption  by  mortgagor 
of  shares  in  a  company  transferred 
into  the  name  of  the  mortgagee. 
Plea,  that,  at  the  time  of  the  bill 
filed,  all  the  shares  were  by  assign- 
ment vested  in  another  person. 
Held,  the  plaintiff  had  a  title  to 
soe,  and  the  plea  was  overruled. 
\_9Vinterboliom  y.  Ta^lor^     .     279 

4.  A  testator  by  his  will  gave  to  his 
married  daughter  2,000/.  for  her 
separate  use,  "  to  be  in  bar  and  full 
discharge  of  all  other  claims  which 
she  or  her  said  husband  might  have 
or  make  on  his  estate^'  Held,  that 
this  was  not  like  a  case  of  election 
properly,  nor  a  condition  of  for- 
feiture ;  but  that  the  legacy  was  a 
discharge,  pro  ianto,  of  any  rights 
which  the  wife,  or  her  husband  in 
her  right,  might  have  against  the 
estate ;  and  that  the  husband  and 
wife  were  properly  joined  as  plain- 
tiff. [Hardingham  v.  Thomas]  858 

POWER. 

1.  By  a  marriage  settlement  in  1884, 

the  husband  gave  a  bond  for  2,000/. 

to  the  trustees^  to  be  paid  within  six 

months  of  the  marriage ;  to  be  left 


outstanding  with  the  consent  in 
writing  of  the  wife  and  husband ; 
and  to  be  called  in  with  the  like 
consent.  Another  debt  of  4,000/. 
was  included  in  the  settlement. 
The  2,000/.  was  never  got  in.  The 
husband  became  bankrupt  in  1 886 ; 
the  trustees  proved  for  the  debt, 
but  afterwards  joined  in  a  superse- 
deas, on  the  bankrupt  guarantee- 
ing to  his  creditors  16«.  6(/.  in  the 
pound.  The  other  creditors  were 
so  paid;  the  trustees  never  took 
their  composition.  In  1888  the 
wife  and  husband  gave  a  written 
consent  that  the  debt  should  re- 
main out  on  the  husband's  bond. 
No  other  consent  was  ever  given. 
The  husband  was  again  bankrupt 
in  1847.  In  1884  the  trustees 
had,  at  the  instance  of  the  hus- 
band (having  no  power  to  invest  in 
the  purchase  of  lands),  purchased 
copyhold  land  end  buildings  with 
part  of  the  4,000/.  The  husband 
erected  new  and  valuable  buildings 
on  the  land  at  his  own  expense, 
increasing  its  value  far  more  than 
2,000/.  There  was  no  evidence  to 
connect  this  outlay  with  the  dis- 
charge of  the  bond  debt.  Held — 
1st,  tnat  the  trustees  were  liable  for 
not  getting  in  the  money  before 
1886,  if  there  was  no  consent; 
2nd,  that  the  wife's  consent,  in 
1888,  was  not  retrospective.  [Wiles 
T.  Gresham"] 258 

2.  By  a  deed,  power  was  given  to 
trustees,  and  they  were  required^ 
with  the  approbation  of  the  tenants 
for  life,  to  invest  in  the  purchase 
of  leaseholds.  Held,  that  it  was 
compulsory  on  them  to  invest,  when 
called  upon  to  do  so  by  the  tenants 
for  life.    iCadogan  t.  Lord  Essex] 

227 

8.  In  a  mortgage  power  of  sale  it 
was  required  that  notice  should  be 
given  to  the  mortgagor,  his  heirs 
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or  assigns.  The  mortgagor  died 
leaving  an  infant  heir.  Held,  that 
notice  to  the  infant  heir  and  her 
guardian  was  good  notice.  [Tracey 
V.  Lawrence]  .....  403 
4.  A  married  woman  having-  a  life 
estate  to  her  separate  use  in  certain 
leasehold  and  personal  property, 
with  a  general  power  of  appointment 
by  will  only,  appointed  to  children. 
Held^  that,  in  the  administration  of 
her  esute,  a  tradesman  supplying 
her  with  goods  while  she  concealed 
her  marriage,  and  dealt  with  him 
as  a  single  woman,  had  a  claim  to 
be  paid  out  o£  the  appointed  fund. 
\^Faughan  v.  Vanderstegen]  .     408 

POWER  OF  PARTNERS  TO 
BIND  EACH  OTHER. 
A.,  a  partner  in  a  banking  firm,  ad- 
vised B.,  a  female  customer  of  the 
bank,  to  sell  out  some  Dutch  stock, 
telling  her  the  firm  could  procure 
for  her  better  security,  and  that 
he  had  one  in  view:  he  said  the 
money  was  in  fact  wanted  by  his 
own  son,  who  was  in  trade.  B.  sold 
out  the  stock  and  paid  the  money 
into  the  bank ;  she  then  gave  A.  a 
cheque  to  draw  it  out  and  invest 
it.  He  drew  it  out  and  misap- 
plied it  and  absconded,  the  interest 
having  been  regularly  carried  to 
her  account  in  the  meantime  in  the 
books  of  the  bank,  but  by  whom 
did  not  clearly  appear.  All  these 
transactions  took  place  at  the  bank- 
ing-house, and  B.  had  no  acquaint- 
ance or  dealings  with  A.  except  as 
banker  and  a  member  of  the  firm. 
The  other  partners  did  not  appear 
to  have  known  of  them  at  the  time 
they  took  place,  but  they  did  be- 
fore A.  absconded.  Held,  that 
they  were  not  liable.  [^Bishop  v. 
Countess  of  Jersey]     .     .     .     143 


PRACTICE. 

1.  Where,  after  replication  filed,  some 
defendants  answer,  if  publication 
can  be  enlarged  so  as  to  embrace 
both  sets  of  defendants,  the  course 
for  putting  the  cause  at  issue  as  to 
the  new  defendants  is  not  necessa- 
rily to  withdraw  replication,  but  to 
obtain  leave  to  file  a  further  repli- 
cation.    IRogers  v.  Hooper]       97 

2.  The  86th  section  of  the  Chan- 
cery Amendment  Act,  15  &  16 
Vict.  c.  86,  requires  special  reasons 
to  be  shown  to  the  Court,  af- 
fecting either  particular  witnesses 
or  particular  facU.  [^Rogers  v. 
Hooper] 97 

8.  The  53rd  section  of  the  15  &  16 
Vict.  c.  86,  has  no  application  after 
decree;  nor  before  decree,  for 
bringing  new  parties  before  the 
Court ;  but  only  for  bringing  for- 
ward new  facts  between  the  same 
parties.  If  new  parties  are  to  be 
brought  before  the  Court,  there 
must  be  a  supplemental  bill.  [Com- 
merell  v.  Hall.  Same  v.  Bloom- 
field] .194 

4.  On  the  examination  of  witnesses 
orally  under  the  15  &  16  Vict, 
c.  86,  if  a  document  is  put  into 
the  hands  of  a  witness  by  a  party 
examining  him,  the  other  side  may 
require  to  see  the  document — 1. 
If  the  witness  is  examined  upon 
its  contents  generally.  2-  If*  <^1- 
though  the  document  is  originally 
shown  to  the  witness  merely  to  re- 
fresh his  memory,  questions  are 
afterwards  put  relating  to  its  con- 
tents. He  may  not  require  to  see 
the  document — 1.  If  the  docu- 
ment is  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
witness  merely  to  refresh  his  me- 
mory, and  nothing  more  is  done. 
2.  If  he  is  examined  merely  to 
prove  the  handwriting.  [Lord  ▼. 
Cokin] 205 
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6.  Costs  of  litigation  in  the  Ecclesias- 
tical Court  for  determining  which 
IS  the  testator's  will,  although  or- 
dered by  the  Ecclesiastical  Court 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  estate,  are 
postponed  to  the  costs  of  adminis- 
trators in  this  Court.  {^Major  v. 
Majorl 281 

6.  Motion  to  amend  after  the  cause 
was  ripe  for  hearing,  by  making  a 
totally  new  case,  inconsistent  with 
the  case  originally  made,  refused 
with  costs.     IThompsan  v.  Judge] 

414 

7.  Motion  for  leave  to  amend  by 
making  a  case  which  was,  in  effect, 
that  a  part  of  a  will  was  obtained 
by  fraud,  and  the  bequest  void. 
Held,  that  such  amendment  could 
not  be  permitted,  on  the  ground 
that,  if  introduced,  it  made  a  case 
on  which  the  Court  had  no  power 
to  adjudicate.  [Thompson  v.  Judge] 

414 

PRINCIPAL  AND  AGENT. 

A.  placed  monies  in  the  hands  of  her 
solicitor,  who  acted  also  for  her  as 
a  money  scrivener,  undertaking  to 
find  securities  for  her.  He  placed 
the  monies  out  on  insufficient  se- 
curities, misrepresenting  to  her 
their  character.  Held,  that,  as 
against  him^  if  living,  it  would  not 
have  been,  and  as  against  his  es- 
tate after  his  death  it  was  not,  a 
matter  for  an  action  for  negligence, 
but  a  matter  of  account  between 
principal  and  agent,  and  the  client 
had  a  right  to  reject  the  charge 
for  disbursements  on  the  insuffi- 
cient securities.  [Smith  v.  Po- 
cocke'] 197 

PRINCIPAL  AND  SURETY. 

1.  A  creditor,  whose  debt  was  secured 
by  the  bond  of  the  principal  debtor, 


and  a  surety,  took,  aAer  the  date 
of  the  transaction,  further  secu- 
rity from  the  principal  debtor,  and 
afterwards  gave  up  that  further 
security.  Field,  that  this  did  not 
discharge  the  surety.     [Newton  v. 

Chorlton] S3S 

2.  A.  and  B.  indebted  as  principal 
and  surety  to  C.  B.  dies,  and  C., 
in  a  creditors'  suit,  obtains  a  de- 
cree ai^ainst  his  estate.  After- 
wards C.  sues  A.,  and  takes  a  judg- 
ment by  arrangement,  giving  time 
without  the  knowledge  of  the 
surety.  Held,  that  this  did  not 
discharge  the  surety.  [Jenkins  v. 
Robertson] 851 

PRIORITIES. 

1.  A.,  on  the  occasion  of  advancing  his 
client's  money  to  B.,  had  search 
made  for  judgments  by  his  clerks ; 
it  did  not  appear  whether,  in  the 
result  of  their  search,  the  clerks 
found  any  judgment  against  B.,  or 
whether  they  communicated  any- 
thing to  A.  But  in  fact  the  search 
was  made,  and,  in  fact,  there  was  a 
prior  judgment  entered  up  against 
B.  A.  afterwards  took  a  mort- 
gage of  B.*s  property,  and  then 
sold  to  C.  Held,  that  the  facts 
were  sufficient  evidence  of  notice 
of  the  judgment  to  A.,  so  as  to 
affect  C,  the  purchaser,  and  let  in 
the  judgment.  [^Procter  v.  Cooper'] 

1 

2.  Vendor  conveyed  without  re- 
ceiving his  purchase-money ;  the 
receipt  of  it  was  endorsed  on  the 
deed,  and  the  title  deeds  delivered 
to  the  purchaser.  The  purchaser 
then  made  a  mortgage  by  deposit, 
and  absconded.  Held,  as  between 
the  vendor's  lien  for  his  unpaid 
purchase-money,  and  the  right  of 
the  mortgagee,  that  the  possession 
of  the  title  deeds,  and  the  fact  of 
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the  endorsement  of  the  receipt  on 
the  deed,  gave  the  mortgagee  the 
better  equity.  Principles  of  the 
rule  as  to  the  effect  of  priority  in 
point  of  time.    [^Rice  v.  Rice]    73 

PROPERTY. 

A  testator  gave  specific  real  estate 
and  his  personal  estate,  property 
and  effects  to  his  wife  for  life ;  and 
afler  her  death  he  gave  the  afore- 
said specific  real  estate,  with  all 
monies,  rights,  credits,  &c.,  *'and 
all  property  whatever  that  should  be 
remaining  after  his  wife's  decease," 
to  his  children.  Held,  that  the 
children  took  his  real  estate  in  fee. 
IFootner  v.  Cooper]  ....     7 

REMOTENESS. 

Testator  gave  a  portion  of  his  per- 
sonal estate  to  the  seven  children 
of  his  son  and  his  wife,  naming 
them,  together  with  every  other 
child  hereafter  to  be  born  of  the 
said  (wife)  during  the  life  of  the 
said  (husband)^  or  within  nine 
months  after  his  decease,  in  equal 
shares,  with  benefit  of  survivor- 
ship." He  then  directed  their 
maintenance  with  the  dividends 
until  the  youngest  should  attain 
thirty;  then  upon  trust  for  them 
respectively  and  the  survivors  and 
survivor  of  them  in  equal  shares, 
*'  with  power  to  the  trustees  to 
make  such  distribution  sooner,  if 
they  think  fit,"  provided  the 
youngest  child  should  have  attained 
twenty- one.  Held,  that  the  period 
of  division  was  the  death  of  the 
husband,  or  the  short  period  li- 
mited after  his  death;  that  the 
clause  of  maintenance  till  thirty, 
and  postponing  payment  till  then, 
did  not  disturb  the  previous  vesting 
in  the  children  surviving  at  the 
death  of  the  husband,  so  as  to  in- 


troduce remoteness^  and  that,  con- 
sequently, one  child  having  died 
living  its  father,  her  share  went 
over  to  those  who  should  be  sur- 
viving at  his  death.  [Hodson  ▼• 
MkkleihwaUe]       ....     294 

REPLICATION. 

Where,  after  replication  filed,  some 
defendants  answer,  if  publication 
can  be  enlarged  so  as  to  embrace 
both  sets  of  defendants,  the  course 
for  putting  the  cause  at  issue  as  to 
the  new  defendants  is  not  neces^ 
sarily  to  withdraw  replication,  but 
to  obtain  leave  to  file  a  further  re- 
plication. [Rogers  v.  Hooper]    97 

REPRESENTATIVES. 
Testator  gave  a  life  interest  in  cer- 
tain funds,  with  remainder  "  to  be 
equally  divided  between  all  my 
cousins  german  now  existing,  or 
their  representatives."  Held,  there 
being  nothing  in  the  rest  of  the 
will  to  control  the  primary  legal 
meaning  of  the  wordrepresentativeSt 
that  it  meant  executors,  and  not 
next  of  kin ;  and  the  fund  went  to 
the  executors  or  administrators  of 
the  testator's  cousins  german,  as 
part  of  their  personal  estate.  In- 
vestigation of  the  authorities,  and 
general  doctrine  in  the  construction 
of  the  word  representatives  in  a 
will.  IRe  Crawford's  Trust]     «80 

REVOCATION. 

A  testator  gave  to  his  eight  nephews 
and  nieces,  naming  them  :  provided 
that,  if  any  of  them  should  die  in  his 
lifetime  without  leaving  children  ; 
or,  as  to  the  nephews,  should  sur- 
vive him  and  die  under  twenty- 
one,  without  leaving  children ;  or, 
as  to  the  nieces,  should  survive 
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him  and  die  under  twentyH>ne, 
without  having  been  married,  the 
share  of  each  of  them  so  dying,  as 
well  original  as  accruing,  should 
go  to  the  survivor  and  survivors, 
other  and  others.  The  testator 
revoked  the  trust   created  as  re- 

farded  two  of  his  nephews,  A.  and 
t.  A.  had  attained  twenty-one, 
survived  the  testator,  ana  was 
living.  B.  attained  twenty-one  and 
died,  living  the  testator.  Held, 
that  the  limitations  over  of  their 
shares  were  revoked,  and  that  they 
went  to  the  heir-at-law  and  next 
of  kin.  Gifl  to  an  executor  of 
100/. ;  gif^  by  a  codicil  of  500/.  in 
substitution  thereof,  —  then  that 
gift  revoked ;  the  prior  gifl  of  the 
100/.  is  not  set  up  again.  [Boul- 
coU  v.  Boulcott]        ....    5 

RIGHT  TO  SUE. 

N.  and  C,  the  daughters  of  M., 
were  jointly  indebted  to  S.^  and 
the  debt  was  secured  by  a  deposit 
oftitle-deeds  of  property  belonging 
to  C.  M.  appointed  N.  her  ex- 
ecutrix. Part  of  her  property 
consisted  of  a  mortgage  debt,  and, 
after  her  will,  she  purchased  some 
real  estate,  which  descended  to  N. 
and  C,  N.  died,  leaving  a  large 
amount  of  M.*s  debt  unpaid,  and 
she  made  the  plaintiff  her  exe- 
cutrix, so  that  the  plaintiff  was 
personal  representative  both  of  M. 
and  of  N.  After  the  death  of  M., 
N.  and  C.  borrowed  of  S.  money 
on  a  deposit  of  the  title-deeds  by 
which  M.'s  mortgage-debt  was  se- 
cured, and  of  the  title-deeds  of 
the  real  estate  descended  to  N. 
and  C.  S.  knew  that  the  money 
was  only  partially  wanted  for  the 
purposes  of  M.  s  estate.  There 
had  been  another  suit  to  administer 
the  estate  of  M.,  and  a  decree  in 


that  scut,  and  part  of  the  real 
estate  of  M.  sold.  On  a  bill  by  the 
plaintiff  against  S.,  seeking  to  re- 
cover the  title-deeds  deposited: 
Held,  1st.  That  the  plaintiff  was 
not  incapable  of  suinff  by  being 
,  the  representative  of  N.,  who,  it 
was  admitted,  could  not  have  sus- 
tained a  bill.  2.  That,  though 
only  personal  representative  of 
M.,  she  could,  under  the  circum- 
stances, sue  in  respect  both  of  her 
real  and  personal  estate.  [Carter 
V.  Sanders] 248 

SALE. 

In  a  mortgage  power  of  sale  it  was 
required  that  notice  should  be 
given  to  the  mortgagor,  his  heirs 
or  assigns.  The  mortgagor  died, 
leaving  an  infant  heir.  Held,  that 
notice  to  the  infant  heir  and  her 
guardian  was  good  notice.  [Tracey 
v.  Lawrence'] 403 

SATISFACTION. 

A  father,  having  a  power  of  ap- 
pointment in  ravour  of  children, 
appointed  an  estate,  which  was 
charged  with  certain  legacies,  to 
his  daughter.  He  and  she  after- 
wards sold  it  for  3,700/.,  and 
the  father  received  the  money,  and 
with  it  paid  off  the  charges  on 
the  estate.  Afterwards  she  mar- 
ried, and  on  her  marriage  the  father 
covenanted,  as  her  portion,  to  pay, 
within  twelve  months  after  his 
death,  10,000/.  on  the  trusts  of  the 
settlement,  and  to  pay  her  200/. 
a  year  in  the  mean  time.  The 
transaction  of  the  appointment  and 
sale  was  not  made  known  to  the 
^usband.  Held,  that  if  the  father 
ever  intended  the  appointment  for 
the  benefit  of  the  child  (and  the 
Court  thought  he  did  not),  the  set- 
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tiement  was  a  satisfaction  of  the 
debt.     [Hardingham   v.    Thomai] 

353 

SEPARATE  ESTATE. 

1.  A  married  woman,  having  a  life 
estate  in  personalty  to  her  separate 
use,  with  a  general  power  of  ap- 
pointment by  will,  does  not,  by  ex- 
ercising that  power,  make  the  pro- 
perty applicable  to  the  payment  of 
her  engagements  in  the  nature  of 
debts,  viz.  of  such  engagements 
as  would  be  charged  on  her  sepa- 
rate estate.  [^Vaughan  v,  Vander- 
stegeti] 165 

2.  A  married  woman  had  a  life  estate 
in  personalty  to  her  separate  use, 
with  a  general  power  of  appoint- 
ment by  will,  and,  in  default  of 
appointment,  over.  She  had  also 
real  estate  similarly  settled,  except 
that,  in  defaultof  appointment,  the 
ultimate  limitation  was  to  her  and 
her  heirs,  so  that  her  husband 
should  not  be  benefited  by  the 
curtesy.  She  borrowed  money, 
fraudulently  representing  herself 
to  be  single,  and  purported  to  ex- 
ecute a  mortgage  of  some  of  the 
settled  real  estate,  with  the  ordinary 
covenant  to  pay.  Afterwards,  she 
by  will  appointed  her  freehold  and 
personal  estate  chiefly  to  her  chil- 
dren, and  then  died.  Held,  that, 
by  the  fraud,  the  married  woman 
made  the  appointed  estate  liable  as 
general  assets,  as  if  she  had  been 
a  feme  sole  in  respect  of  it ;  and 
that  the  mortgagee  had  a  right 
not  only  to  a  charge  on  the  mort- 
gaged real  estate  to  which  she  was 
entitled  in  remainder,  but,  if  it  was 
not  sufficient,  he  was,  by  reason  of 
the  fraud,  to  rank  as  a  creditor  on 
her  general  assets,  and  to  take  the 
appointed  personal  fund,  if  there 
was  not  enoughjwithout.  The  de- 
cision  in  Vaughan  v.   Vanderste- 


gtrit  ante,  p.  165,  confirmed,  where 
there  is  no  fraud.  [Vaughan  v. 
Fanderstegen] 365 

SOLICITOR. 
A.  and  B.,  solicitors  in  partnership* 
held  a  bill  of  costs  against  B.  On 
their  dissolution  of  partnership 
the  costs  were  transferred  to  A. 
Aflerwards  A.,  at  the  request  of 
the  client,  paid  a  debt  for  which 
she  had  deposited  title-deeds,  and 
took  possession  of  and  afterwards 
retained  the  title-deeds.  He  after- 
wards continued  to  act  as  her  so- 
licitor, and  costs  were  incurred. 
Held,  that  as  to  the  joint  bill  of 
costs  there  could  be  no  lien  in 
favour  of  A.,  if  otherwise,  there 
would  have  been  lien,  and  as  to 
his  separate  bill  of  costs,  he  had 
taken  the  deeds  as  mortgagee  and 
not  as  solicitor,  and  therefore  bad 
no  lien  for  costs.  [Vaughan  v. 
Vanderstegen   {Annesley*s  caie)]  . 

409 

SOLICITOR  AND  CLIENT. 
1 .  A.,  B.  and  C.  entered  into  partner- 
ship as  bankers ;  C.  was  to  be  the 
managing  partner.  C.  and  E.  en- 
tered into  a  bond  to  A.  and  B. 
for  the  due  performance  of  the 
articles  of  partnership  by  C.  After 
a  few  years  A.  retired,  and  a  new 
partnership  was  entered  into  be* 
tween  B.  and  C,  and  C.  and  E. 
then  gave  a  bond  to  B.  to  in- 
demnify him,  not  only  for  the  due 
performance  of  the  articles  by  C, 
but  against  any  loss  which  might 
occur  in  the  management  of  the 
business.  The  terms  of  the  bond 
were  very  stringent.  B.  was  a 
solicitor  and  drew  the  bond,  and 
sent  it  to  C.  and  E.  for  their  pe- 
rusal, but  gave  no  particular  ex- 
planation of  its  effect.  Held,  that 
b.  was  not  to  be  treated  in   the 
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matter  as  the  solicitor  of  E.,  and 
that  he  was  not  hound  to  enter  into 
any  particular  explanations  of  the 
tenor  or  effect  of  the  bond.  Dis- 
cussions of  the  principles  of  the 
law,  as  to  the  duty  of  a  party 
taking  an  indemnity  to  the  party 
indemnifying  him  as  surety.  [^Small 

V.  Currie] 102 

2.  A.  placed  monies  in  the  hands  of 
her  solicitor,  who  acted  also  for 
her  as  a  money  scrivener,  under- 
takins  to  find  securities  for  her. 
He  placed  the  monies  out  on  insuf- 
ficient securities,  misrepresenting 
toiler  their  character.  Held,  that  as 
against  him,  if  living,  it  would  not 
have  been,  and  as  against  his  estate 
after  his  death  it  was  not,  a  matter 
for  an  action  for  negligence,  but  a 
matter  of  account  between  princi- 
pal and  agent,  and  the  client  had 
a  right  to  reject  the  charge  for 
disbursements  on  the  insufficient 
securities.    [^Smithv.Pococke]  197 

SPECIALTY  DEBT. 
A  deed,  appointing  new  trustees,  re- 
cited, that  they  had  agreed  to  be- 
come trustees,  and  then  assigned 
the  trust  premises  to  them  to  hold 
on  the  trusts  of  the  original  deed. 
There  was  no  express  agreement 
or  declaration  that  they  would  exe- 
cute the  trusts.  Held,  that  a  debt 
created  by  a  breach  of  trust  was 
not  a  specialty  debt.  [^fVynch  v. 
Grant] 312 

SPECIFIC  PERFORMANCE. 
1.  An  agreement  was  in  the  following 
words :  "  A  agrees  to  pay  625L  for 
the  cottage  and  stable,  B.  paying 
the  expenses  of  the  lease  held  by 
Mr.  C.  Signed  A."  Held,  that 
such  an  agreement  was  not  suffi- 
cient within  the  Statute  of  Frauds. 
A  party  contending  for  specific 
performance  must  show  that  his 


conduct  has  been  fair.  If  he  has 
made  material  misrepresentations 
to  the  Defendant,  it  is  no  answer  to 
say  that  the  Defendant  might  have 
found  out  that  they  were  misre- 
presentations. Specific  perform- 
ance is  not  of  course,  because  there 
is  a  contract,  but  a  relief  in  the 
nature  of  indulgence  peculiar  to 
the  jurisdiction  in  equity.     [^Cox 

v.Middleton] 209 

2.  Land  was  sold  by  the  mortgagees 
of  B.y  consisting  of  a  circular  plot, 
surrounded  by  a  ring  called  the 
Park  Drive.  It  was  stipulated 
that,  if  used  for  building,  villas  of 
a  certain  size  were  to  be  built; 
that  the  ground  between  the  villas 
and  the  Park  Drive  should  be  laid 
out  in  lawn  or  pleasure  grounds 
down  to  the  Park  Drive;  that  a 
footpath  of  the  width  of  fifteen 
feet  should  be  laid  out  round  the 
whole  of  the  northern,  southern 
and  western  boundaries  of  the  said 
land.  The  Park  Drive  round  the 
circular  piece  belonged  to  B. ;  the 
part  outside  had  originally  been 
his,  but,  with  a  small  exception, 
had  been  sold  by  him.  Held,  that 
the  condition  about  the  footpath 
was  too  vague  to  be  enforced,  and 
that  the  purchaser  was  not  bound 
to  make  it,  and  could  not  be  re- 
strained from  using  the  land  in 
any  way  inconsistent  with  making 
it.     ITayhr  v.  GilberUon]  .     891 

STATUTES. 
1.  The  Stat.  4  8c  5  Will.  4,  c.  22,  re- 
quires, in  order  to  exclude  ap- 
portionment, either  an  express  di- 
rection that  there  shall  be  none,  or 
language  so  express  in  the  terms  of 
gift,  that  apportionment  is  clearly 
impossible  consistently  with  it. 
Inference  from  the  whole  tenor 
and  context  of  the  will,  is  not  suf- 
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ficient  to  exclude  llie  operation  of 
theiCatute.  (^Tyrrellv.Ciark]   86 

t.  The  36th  section  of  the  Chancery 
Amendment  Act,  15  &  16  Vict.  c. 
86,  requires  special  reasons  to  be 
shown  to  the  Court,  afiectin'g  either 
particular  witnesses,  or  particular 
facts.     [Rogers  v.  Hooper}   •     97 

S,  A  private  charity  act,  passed 
shortly  before  the  Charitable 
Trusts  Act,  1853,  gave  power  to 
the  trustees  in  any  matter  in  which 
they  were  to  act,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
to  lay  proposals  at  once  before  the 
judge  in  chambers.  Held,  that 
this  was  not  repealed  by  the  1 7th 
sect,  of  the  Charitable  Trusts  Aet ; 
but  the  necessity  of  a  preliminary 
application  to  the  Charity  Com- 
missioners was  added,  [fie  Bing' 
ley  Free  School]    .     .    .     .    2SS 

SUBSTITUTION. 

A  testator  gave  to  his  eight  nephews 
and  nieces,  naming  them  provided 
that,  if  any  of  them  should  die  in 
his  lifetime  without  leaving  chil- 
dren ;  or,  as  to  the  nephews,  should 
survive  him  and  die  under  twenty- 
one,  without  leaving  children ;  or, 
as  to  the  nieces,  should  survive  him 
and  die  under  twenty-one,  without 
having  been  married,  the  share  of 
each  of  them  so  dying,  as  well  ori- 
ginal as  accruing,  should  go  to  the 
survivor  and  survivors,  other  and 
others.  The  testator  revoked  the 
trust  created  as  regarded  two  of 
his  nephews,  A.  and  B.  A.  had 
attained  twenty-one,  survived  the 
testator,  and  was  living;  fi.  at- 
tained twenty-one  and  died,  living 
the  testator.  Held,  that  the  limi- 
tations over  of  their  shares  were 
revoked,  and  that  they  went  to  the 
heir  at  law  and  next  of  kin.  Gift 
to  an  executor  of  100/.;  gifl  by  a 
codicil    of   500/.   ki    substitution 


thereof,  then  that  gift  revoked; 
the  prior  gift  of  the  lOOiL  is  not 
set  up  again.  [Bouicoit  t.  Bcul- 
cott] 25 

SUPERSTITIOUS  USES. 

Trusts  declared  for  certain  Roman 
Catholic  Chapels,  for  saying  maases 
and  requiems  for  the  souls  of  the 
donor  and  for  other  souls,  and  for 
the  poor  dead  souls,  and  for  other 
pious  purposes.  Held,  that  the 
gifts  for  masses,  &c.,  for  the  dead 
were  superstitious  and  void ;  that 
the  pious  uses  could  not,  as  re- 
ligious uses,  be  separated  from 
the  others,  and  were  therefore  also 
bad;  and  that  the  words  pious 
uses  could  not  be  construed  diari- 
table  uses ;  consequently,  the  pro- 
perty given  to  these  uses  went  to 
the  residuary  legatees  of  the  donor. 
IHeath  v.  Chapman]       .     .     417 

SUPPLEMENTAL  STATE- 
MENT. 

The  53rd  sect,  of  the  15  &  16  Vict, 
c.  86,  has  no  application  a/ltr  de- 
cree ;  nor  before  decree,  for  bring- 
ing new  parties  before  the  Court ; 
but  only  for  bringing  forward  new 
facts  between  the  same  parues.  if  • 
new  parties  are  to  be  brought  be- 
fore the  Court,  there  roust  be  a 
supplemental  bill.  [CommetreU  v. 
HaU:  Same  v.  Bloamfield]  .     194 

SURETY. 

1 .  A.,  B.  and  C.  entered  into  partner- 
ship as  bankers ;  C.  was  to  be  the 
managing  partner.  C.  and  £.  en* 
tered  into  a  bond  to  A.  and  B.  for 
the  due  performance  of  the  articles 
of  partnership  by  C.  After  a  few 
years,  A.  retired,  and  a  new  part- 
nership was  entered  into  between 
B.  and  C,  and  C.  and  £.  then 
gave  a  bond  to  B.  to  indemnify 
him  not  only  for  the  due  perlbrm- 
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ance  of  the  articles  by  C,  but 
against  any  loss  which  might  oc- 
cur in  the  management  of  the 
business.  The  terms  of  the  bond 
were  very  stringent.  B.  was  a  so- 
licitor, and  drew  the  bond,  and 
sent  it  to  C.  and  £.  for  their  peru- 
sal, but  gave  no  particular  expla- 
nation of  its  effect.  Held,  that  B. 
was  not  to  be  treated  in  the  matter 
as  the  solicitor  of  £.>  and  that  he 
was  not  bound  to  enter  into  any 
particular  explanation  of  the  tenor 
or  effect  of  the  bond.  Discussion 
of  the  principles  of  the  law  as  to 
the  duty  of  a  party  taking  an  in- 
demnity to  the  party  indemnifying 
him  as  surety.     ISnuUl  ▼•  Cur- 

rte]     .     .• 102 

2.  A.  and  B.  indebted  as  principal 
and  surety  to  C.  B.  dies,  and  C. 
in  a  creditors'  suit  obtains  a  decree 
against  his  estate.  Afterwards  C. 
sues  A.,  and  takes  a  judgment  by 
arrangement,  giving  time  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  surety.  Held, 
this  did  not  discharge  the  surety. 
[Jenkins  v.  Robertson']     •     •     351 

SURVIVORSHIP. 

Testator  gave  a  portion  of  his  per- 
sonal estate  to  the  seven  chil- 
dren of  his  son  and  his  wife, 
naming  them,  '*  together  with  every 
other  child  hereafter  to  be  born  of 
the  said  (wife)  during  the  life  of 
the  said  (husband),  or  within  nine 
months  after  his  decease,  in  equal 
shares,  with  benefit  of  survivor- 
ship." He  then  directed  their 
maintenance  with  the  dividends 
until  the  youngest  should  attain 
thirty ;  then  upon  trust  for  them 
respectively  and  the  survivors  and 
survivor  of  them  in  equal  shares, 
*<  with  power  to  the  trustees  to 
make  such  distribution  sooner,  if 
they  think  fit,*'  provided  the 
youngest   child  should   have  at- 


tained twenty-one.  Held,  that  the 
period  of  division  was  the  death  of 
the  husband,  or  the  short  period 
limited  after  his  death;  that  the 
clause  of  maintenance  till  thirty, 
and  postponing  payment  till  then, 
did  not  disturb  the  previous  vest- 
ing in  the  children  surviving  at 
the  death  of  the  husband,  so  as  to 
introduce  remoteness,  and  that, 
consequently,  one  child  having 
died  living  its  father,  her  share 
went  over  to  those  who  should  be 
surviving  at  his  death.  [Hodson 
v.  Micklethwaite]        .     .     •     294 

TITLE. 

N.  and  C,  the  daughters  of  M.,  were 
jointly  indebted  to  S.,  and  the 
debt  was  secured  by  a  deposit  of 
title  deeds  of  property  belonging 
to  C.  M.  appointed  N.  her*  exe- 
cutrix. Part  of  her  property  con- 
sisted of  a  mortgage  debt,  and 
after  her  will  she  purchased  some 
real  estate,  which  descended  to  N. 
and  C.  N.  died,  leaving  a  large 
amount  of  M.'s  debts  unpaid,  and 
she  made  the  plaintiff  her  execu- 
trix, so  that  the  plaintiff  was  per- 
sonal representative  both  of  M.  and 
of  N.  AAer  the  death  of  M.,  N. 
and  C.  borrowed  of  S.  money  on 
a  deposit  of  the  title  deeds  by 
which  M«*s  mortgage  debt  was 
secured,  and  the  title  deeds  of  the 
real  estate  descended  to  N.  and  C. 
S.  knew  that  the  money  was  only 
partially  wanted  for  the  purposes 
of  M.'s  estate.  There  had  been 
another  suit  to  administer  the  es- 
tate of  M.,  and  a  decree  in  that 
suit ;  and  part  of  the  real  estate  of 
M.  sold.  On  a  bill  by  the  plain- 
tiff against  S.,  seeking  to  recover 
the  title  deeds  deposited :  Held,  1st. 
That  the  plaintiff  was  not  inca- 
pable of  suing  by  being  the  repre- 
sentative of  N.y  who,  it  was  ad- 
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mitted,  could  not  have  sustained  a 
bill.  2.  That,  though  only  per- 
sonal representative  of  M.,  she 
could,  under  the  circumstances, 
sue  in  respect  both  of  her  real  and 
personal  estate.  S,  That  the  mort- 
gage by  N.  and  C,  as  the  heiresses 
of  M.,  did  not  relieve  the  pur- 
chaser from  the  suit  of  M.'s  repre- 
sentative. 4.  That  as^o  the  claim 
of  S.  that  would  depend  on  the  re- 
sult of  any  inquiry  what  part  of  the 
money  advanced  had  been  applied 
for  the  purposes  of  M.'s  estatQ. 
ICarter  v.  Sanders]     ...     248 

TITLE  TO  REDEEM, 

Bill  for  redemption  by  mortgagor  of 
shares  in  a  company  transferred 
into  the  name  of  the  mortgagee. 
Plea,  that,  at  the  time  of  the  bill 
filed,  all  the  shares  were,  by  as- 
signment, vested  ;n  another  person. 
Held,  the  plaintiff  had  a  title  to 
sue,  and  the  plea  overruled.  [fPtn- 
ierbottom  v.  Tayloe]   .     .     .     279 

TRUSTEE. 

1 .  A  trustee  to  uses,  with  power  of  sale, 
which  uses,  in  the  event,  became 
executed  in  A.  for  an  absolute  es- 
tate in  fee,  was  held  not  liable  to 
A.  for  the  purchase  money  of  part 
of  the  estates,  where  the  sale  was 
conducted  and  the  money  received 
by  the  solicitor  of  the  trustee,  al- 
though the  evidence  was  conflicting 
whether  he  acted  in  the  matter  by 
the  direction  of  the  trustee  or  by 
the  direction  of  A. ;  the  convey- 
ance being  executed  by  A.  alone. 
A  trustee  of  the  legal  estate  in  a 
mortgage  in  trust  for  A.  absolutely, 
executed  a  re-conveyance,  and 
signed  a  receipt  for  the  mortgage 
money,  and  handed  it  to  one  of 
A.'s  executors,  who  was  also  his 
own  solicitor,  and  who  afterwards 
misapplied    the    money.       Held, 


that  the  money  having  got  into  the 
hands  of  the  executor,  the  trustee 
was  not  liable.    {^Waughv.  Wyche] 

SIS 

2.  By  a  marriage  settlement  in  1834, 
the  husband  gave  a  bond  for  2,000/. 
to  the  trustees,  to  be  paid  within 
six  months  of  the  marriage ;  to  be 
left  outstanding  with  the  consent 
in  writing  of  the  wife  and  husband ; 
and  to  be  called  in  with  the  like 
consent.  The  2,000/.  was  never 
got  in.  The  husband  became 
bankrupt  in  1836  ;  the  trustees 
proved  for  the  debt,  but  afterwards 
joined  in  a  supersedeas,  on  the 
bankrupt  guaranteeing  to  his  cre- 
ditors ISs,  6d,  in  the  pound.  The 
other  creditors  weresso  paid ;  the 
trustees  never  took  their  compo- 
sition. In  1838  the  wife  and  hus- 
band gave  a  written  consent  that 
the  debt  should  remain  out  on  the 
husband's  bond.  No  other  con- 
sent was  ever  given.  The  hus- 
band was  again  bankrupt  in  1847. 
In  1834  the  trustees  had,  at  the 
instance  of  the  husband  (having  no 
power  to  invest  in  the  purchase  of 
lands),  purchased  copyhold  land 
and  buildings  with  part  of  the 
4,000/.  The  husband  erected  new 
and  valuable  buildings  on  the  land 
at  his  own  expense,  increasing  its 
value  far  more  than  2,000/.  There 
was  no  evidence  to  connect  this 
outlay  with  the  discharge  of  the 
bond  debt.  Held,  1st.  That  the 
trustees  were  liable  for  not  getting 
in  the  money  before  1836,  if  there 
was  no  consent.  2nd.  That  the 
wife's  consent  in  1 838,  was  not  re- 
trospective.    IfViles  V.  Gresham] 

258 

3.  A  deed,  appointing  new  trustees, 
recited,  that  they  had  agreed  to 
become  trustees,  and  then  assigned 
the  trust  premises  to  them  to  hold 
on  the  trusts  of  the  original  deed. 
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There  was  no  express  agreement 
or  declaration  that  they  would 
execute  the  trusts.  Held,  that  a 
debt  created  by  a  breach  of  trust 
was  not  a  specialty  debt.  IfVynch 
V.Grant] 312 

TRUSTS  [Precatory]. 

Testatrix  gave  her  residuary  estate 
to  A.,  his  heirs,  executors,  admi- 
nistrators and  assigns  for  ever,  for 
his  own  use  and  benefit,  as  she 
had  full  confidence  in  him  that  if 
he  should  die  without  lawful  issue 
he  would,  after  providing  for  his 
widow  during  her  life,  leave  the 
bulk  of  her  said  residuary  estate  to 
B.,  CD.  and  E.  equally.  Held, 
that  this  language  did  not  describe 
the  subject  of  gift  with  sufficient 
certainty  to  create  a  precatory 
trust.    iPalmer  v.  Simmonds']  221 

VENDOR  AND  PURCHASER. 

1.  Land  was  sold  by  the  mortgagees 
of  B.,  consisting  of  a  circular  plot, 
surrounded  by  a  ring  called  the 
Park  Drive.  It  was  stipulated 
that,  if  used  for  building,  villas  of 
a  certain  size  were  to  be  built ;  the 
ground  between  the  villas  and  the 
Park  Drive  should  be  laid  out  in 
lawn  or  pleasure  grounds  down  to 
the  Park  Drive;  that  a  footpath 
of  the  width  of  fifteen  feet  should 
be  laid  out  round  the  whole  of  the 
northern,  southern  and  western 
boundaries  of  the  said  land.  The 
Park  Drive  round  the  circular 
piece  belonged  to  B. ;  the  part 
outside  that  had  originally  been 
his,  but,  with  a  small  exception, 
had  been  sold  by  him.  Held,  that 
the  condition  about  the  footpath 
was  too  vague  to  be  enforced,  and 

.  that  the  purchaser  was  not  bound 
to  make  it,  and  could  not  be  re- 
strained  from   using  the  land  in 


any  way  inconsistent  with  making 
it.  [Taylor  v.  Gilbertson]  .  S91 
2.  A  vendor,  in  his  particulars  of 
sale,  described  certain  cottages  as 
part  of  Lot  6,  and  as  in  the  occu- 
pation of  the  owners  of  the  Sedg- 
hill  Collieries,  or  of  their  under- 
tenants or  workmen.  By  a  further 
particular  he  stated,  that  "  the 
mines  and  minerals  within  and  un- 
der such  of  the  collieries  as  were 
situate  within  certain  townships 
were  reserved  to  the  owners  there- 
of, with  such  powers  and  privi- 
leges as  belonged  to  them."  It 
turned  out  that  the  mine  under 
Lot  6  was  not  the  Sedghill  Col- 
liery, but  the  Hazlerigg  Colliery^ 
and  the  owners  of  the  Hazlerigg 
Colliery  had  in  some  way  obtained 
or  long  used  a  right  to  build  and 
use  cottages  on  Lot  6  without  pay« 
ing  rent,  except  a  trifling  compen- 
sation for  surface  damage,  and 
they  had  transferred  their  right  to 
the  owners  of  the  Sedghill  Col- 
liery. Held,  that  the  particulars 
did  not,  on  the  face  of  them,  con- 
vey such  information  as  the  ven- 
dor ought  to  have  given ;  but 
inquiries  were  directed  as  to  the 
circumstances  under  which  the 
cottages  were  occupied,  and  whe- 
ther the  owners  of  the  Sedghill 
Colliery  had  any  right  against  the 
vendor.     IBrandling  v.  Plummer'] 

427 

VESTING. 
A  will  contained  a  gift  ttf  children 
and  the  issue  of  deceased  children, 
in  language  which  clearly  did  not 
vest  it  in  any  till  the  youngest 
should  have  attained  twenty-one. 
In  a  subsequent  part  there  was  a 
declaration  as  to  vesting  of  the 
shares,  expressed  with  much  ob- 
scurity, and  partially  inconsistent 
with  the  language  of  the  ^tyt.  Held, 
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that  it  must  he  rejected,  and  the 
clear  gift  must  take  effect ;  conse- 
quently) that  the  shares  did  not 
vest  till  the  period  prescribed,  and 
the  representatives  of  a  child  who 
died  before  the  youngest  attained 
twenty-one  took  nothing.  [^Bick- 
ford  v»  Chalker']    .     ...     327 

WILL. 

1  •  A  testator  gave  specific  real  estate 
and  his  personal  estate,  property 
and  effects  to  his  wife  for  life ;  and 
afler  her  death  he  gave  the  afore- 
said specific  real  estate,  with  all 
monies,  rights,  credits,  &c.,  "  and 
all  property  whatsoever  that  should 
be  remaining  aAer  his  wife's  de- 
cease," to  his  children.  Held,  that 
the  children  took  his  real  estate  in 
fee.     [^Foolner  v.  Cooper'^      .       7 

2.  A  testator  gave  to  his  wife  the  in- 
come of  his  property  in  the  funds, 
East  India  stock  or  elsewhere,  for 
her  life.  The  principal  of  all  such 
funds  and  stock  ana  property  he 
bequeathed  and  devised  as  fol- 
lows:—He  bequeathed  "one-half 
of  my  Inhere  there  was  a  blank]  son 
Montague  James,  to  be  under  his 
own  control,  and  the  other  moiety 
in  trust  for  the  children  of  my 
daughter  Fanny."  He  made  his  son 
executor  and  residuary  legatee. 
Held,  that  no  construction  can  be 
put  on  the  blanks,  and  the  son,  as 
residuary  legatee,  took  the  whole. 
{Taylor  v.  Ricliardson^  .  .  16 
S.  A  testator  gave  to  his  eight  ne- 
phews and  nieces,  naming  them, 
Srovided  that  if  any  of  them  should 
ie  in  his  lifetime  without  leaving 
children;  or,  as  to  the  nephews, 
should  survive  him  and  die  under 
twenty-one,  without  leaving  chil- 
dren ;  or,  as  to  the  nieces,  should 
survive  him  and  die  under  twenty- 
one,  without  having  been  married ; 
the  share  of  each  of  them  so  dying, 


as  well  original  as  accruing,  should 
go  to  the  survivor  and  survivors, 
other  and  others.  The  testator 
revoked  the  trust  created  as  re- 
garded two  of  his  nephews,  A. 
and  B.  A.  had  attained  twenty- 
one,  survived  the  testator,  and  was 
living;  B.  attained  twenty-one  and 
died,  living  the  testator.  Held, 
that  the  limitations  over  of  their 
shares  were  revoked,  and  that  they 
went  to  the  heir-at-law  and  next 
of  kin.  Gifl  to  an  executor  of 
100/.;  gifl  by  a  codicil  of  500/., 
in  substitution  thereof, — then  that 
gifl  revoked ;  the  prior  gifl  of  the 
Too/,  is  not  set  up  again.  {Boul^ 
cott  V.  BoulcoU']      .     ...     25 

4.  A  testator  gave  his  residue  to  his 
wife^r  her  and  her  son's  support, 
clothing  and  education,  until  he 
should  attain  twenty-one.  If  he 
died  under  twenty-one,  then  he 
gave  all  the  interest  of  his  bank 
stock  to  his  wife  for  life ;  afler  her 
death,  he  gave  all  his  property  to 
his  daughter.  Held,  that  the  son 
did  not  take  any  estate  by  impli- 
cation on  attaining  twenty-one; 
but  there  was  an  intestacy.  [FUx" 
henry  v.  Bonner']     ....     86 

5.  Testator  gave  a  portion  of  his  per- 
sonal estate  to  the  seven  children 
of  his  son  and  his  wife,  naming 
them,  "  together  with  every  other 
child  hereafter  to  be  born  of  the 
said  (wife)  during  the  life  of  the 
(husband),  or  within  nine  months 
afler  his  decease,  in  equal  shares, 
with  benefit  of  survivorship.*'  He 
then  directed  their  maintenance 
with  the  dividends  until  the  young- 
est should  attain  thirty ;  then  upon 
trust  for  them  respectively  and 
the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them 
in  equal  shares,  "with  power  to 
the  trustees  to  make  such  distri- 
bution sooner,  if  they  think  fit," 
provided  the  youngest  child  should 
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have  attained  twenty-one.  Held, 
that  the  period  of  division  was  the 
death  of  the  husband,  or  the  short 
period  limited  after  his  death; 
that  the  clause  of  maintenance  till 
thirty,  and  postponing  payment  till 
then,  did  not  disturb  the  previous 
vesting  in  the  children  surviving  at 
the  death  of  the  husband,  so  as  to 
introduce  remoteness,  and  that, 
consequently,  one  child  having 
died  living  its  father,  her  share 
went  over  to  those  who  should  be 
surviving  at  his  death.  [Hodson 
V.  Mickuikrvaite]  •  .  ,  .  294 
6.  A  will  contained  a  gifV  to  chil- 
dren and  the  issue  of  deceased 
children,  in  language  which  clearly 
did  not  vest  it  in  any  until  the 
youngest  should  have  attained 
twenty-one.  In  a  subsequent  part 
there  was  a  declaration  as  to  the 
vesting  of  the  shares,  expressed 
with  much  obscurity,  and  partially 
inconsistent  with  the  language  of 
the  gift.  Held,  that  it  must  be 
rejected,  and  the  clear  gift  must 
take  effect ;  consequently,  that  the 
shares  did  not  vest  till  the  period 
prescribed,  and  the  representatives 
of  a  child^  who  died  before  the 
youngest  attained  twenty-one,  took 
nothing.      [^Bichford  v.    Chalker] 
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WORDS. 

1.  A  testator  gave  specific  real  estate, 
and  his  personal  estate,  property 
and  effects   to  his  wife  for  life, 


and  afler  her  death  he  gave  the 
aforesaid  specific  real  estate,  with 
all  monies,  rights,  credits,  &c., 
'*  and  all  property  whatever  that 
should  be  remaining  afler  his  wife's 
decease,'*  to  his  children.  Held, 
that  the  children  took  his  real 
estate  in  fee.  [^Footner  v.  Cooper"] .  7 

2.  Testator  gave  a  life  interest  in 
certain  funds,  with  remainder  "  to 
be  equally  divided  between  all 
my  cousins  german  now  existing, 
or  their  representatives."  Held, 
there  being  nothing  in  the  rest  of 
the  will  to  control  the  primary  legal 
meaning  of  the  word  representa* 
tives,  that  it  meant  executors,  and 
not  next  of  kin ;  and  the  fund 
went  to  the  executors  or  admi- 
nistrators of  the  testator's  cousins 
german,  as  part  of  their -personal 
estate.  Investigation  of  the  au- 
thorities and  general  doctrine  in 
the  construction  of  the  word  repre- 
sentatives  in  a  will.     \Re  CrarV' 

ford's  Trusts] 230 

3.  Testatrix  gave  her  residuary  es- 
tate to  A.,  his  heirs^  executors,  ad- 
ministrators and  assigns  for  ever, 
for  his  own  use  and  benefit,  as  she 
had  full  confidence  in  him  that  if 
he  should  die  without  lawful  issue 
he  would,  after  providing  for  his 
widow  during  her  life,  leave  the 
bulk  of  her  said  residuary  estate  to 
B.,  C,  D.  and  E.  equally.  Held, 
that  this  language  did  not  describe 
the  subject  of  gifb  with  sufficient 
certainty  to  create  a  precatory 
trust.  ^Palmer  v.  Simmonds]  .  221 
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